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Charles A. Prouty's Attitude Toward Colonel Roosevelt in 1914

Mr. Prouty is a candidate for the United States Senate now.

(From the Burlington Free Press, July 28, 1914)

Charles A. Prouty's Attitude Toward Colonel Roosevelt in 1912

Mr.Prouty was not a candidate for the United States Senate then
(From The Evening Star, Washington, D. C, April 27, 1912)
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A meeting of progressives from all parts of Vermont was held
at the Hotel Vermont last evening. The political Mt-.atio- n was
discussed as regards the party's candidate for United States Sen-
ator and an overwhelming majority of the 35 men present de-
clared in favor of C. A. Prouty of Newport.

The meeting was informed by Dr. II. Nelson Jackson and
later by Mr. Prouty that at an interview held at Oyster Bay with
Colonel Roosevelt the Colonel stated that he would endorse Mr.
Prouty as a candidate for United States Senator from Vermont.

Mr. Prouty appeared before the meeting and declared his po-
sition. He will run as an independent and will accept the nom-
ination of the Progressive party for the Senate. He further stated
that he had been asked by a republican if he would accept a nom-
ination from the republican party and had answered no.
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"It is only when you find a man who would rather kill a rhi-

noceros than give a hungry man a dinner that you find a man
who wants a third term.''

So asserted Judge Prouty of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission at a maple sugar party, given by the Vermont State As-

sociation of the District at National Rifles' Armory last evening.
For a moment it looked as if he were going to make a political
address, but he immediately changed the subject, speaking in a
totallv ditferent vein.
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John L. Southwick is editor of the Burlington Free Press in 1914
(From Editorial, Burlington Free Press, Oct. 5, 1914)

"Mr. Dillingham voted to retain Smoot, the Mormon Sena-

tor, in the United States Senate, holding that the charge of po-

lygamy was not proved against him. We do not know as Prouty
has taken any public position on legal aspects of this whole ques-
tion at length, but we do know that he with the great majority of
the people of Vermont does not for a moment endorse any close
affiliation between a Vermont Senator and a Mormon Senator
who apologizes for Mormon polygamy."

(From Editorial, Burlington Free Press, Oct. 15, 1914)

"Whatever position one may take with reference to the can-

didacy of this man or that in the present campaign, Vermont
cannot for a moment be put in the position of condoning or palliat-
ing, or even countenancing Lorimer or Smoot, the Mormon
United States Senator."
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John L. Southwick was editor of the Free Press in 1907

(Editorial) from Burlington Free Press, June 22, 1907

JUSTICE FOR SENATOR SMOOT
''When the struggle began four years ago to unseat United

States Senator Smoot of Utah on the grouud that he was a polyg-ami- st

people with that uuiversal disposition to go contrary to
legal requirements and hold that a man is guilty of any charge
until proven innocent, took it for granted that he had consorted
with more than one wife and should accordingly be compelled to
shake the dust from the upper branch of Congress from his feet.

"Investigation of the facts in the case, pursued at great
length and with infinite care, led Senator Dillingham as well as
various other members of the United States Senate to conclude
I hat if Senator Smoot were to be expelled from that body, it wrould

be because of his religious belief and the prejudice prevailing
against him rather than on account of violation of polygamy,
which another famous Vcrmonter, Senator Edmunds, was instru-
mental very largely in having spread on the national statutes.

"In spite of these facts the report of the majority of the
committee took the ground that Senator Smoot should be unseat-

ed, though Senator Barrows, who presented the majority report,
admitted himself that Smoot was not a polygamist, though an
apostle of the Mormon Church.

"Senator Dillingham who joined in the minority report and
who had carefully studied all the facts in the case, took the safe

ground that under our Constitution every man is guaranteed re-

ligious liberty so long as his religious practices are in conformity
to law. A moment's reflection will show that this is the only safe
ground to take under our National Constitution, and it is signifi-
cant that this is the view that finally prevailed in the Senate.

"President Roosevelt has written a letter to Senator Knox
of Pennsylvania, formerly a member of his cabinet, commending
him for his speech in support of Senator Smoot, and Senator Dil-

lingham who spoke for two hours in his usual, able and brilliant
manner was also warmly congratulated by his colleagues for his
success in helping to induce theSenate to do justice to Smoot in the
face of an unfavorable report by a majority of the committee."
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No charge for consultation.
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Do you, Mr. Prouty, and you, Mr. Southwick, expect the
voters of Vermont to "flop" with you ?
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