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APPALLING DISASTER
IN ATLANTIC COAST

STEAMER SINKS AFTER COLLID-

ING WITH SAILING VESSEL

CARRYING OVER 190 TO

WATERY GRAVE

BLOCK ISLAND, R. 1., Feb. 13. ?
A marine disaster with appalling loss

of life and entailing suffering al-

most beyond the limit of human en-
durance came to light today 'when a
lifeboat of the Joy line steamer
Larchmount, bound from Providence

to New York, drifted into Block Is-
land harbor.

In the boat were several bodies of
men who had died from the effects
of long hours of exposure to a death-
dealing temperature. In the boat also
were eleven men whose suffering was
so intense that they seemed oblivious
to the fact that death was in their
midst, and they had escaped only by

virtue of their ability to withstand
the zero weather in an qpen boat at
sea. ~

The boat brought a tale oi disaster
that has rarely been equaled in Xew
England waters, and it is believed
that when the final count i.-; made it
will be found\that not less than 150
lives were lost. Following closely

in the wake of the solitary lifeboat
came bodies, lifeboats and lafts, cast
on the beach by the angry waves.

No Correct Estimate Yet.
Owing to the condition of the sur-

vivors it was impossible to get from
them an estimate of the loss of life.
From 150 to 175 persons went to
their death, and at a late
hour tonight it was believed that the
iatter figures are nearer correct.

The steamship officials estimate
that, about 150 passengers and a crew
if 50 were on board the' steamer

when she left Providence last night.

Forty-eight bodies reached the;;'

today and nineteen were alive when
taken from the lifeboats. There are
still persons to be accounted for.

The only positive evidence of the
steamer's victims is lying at the bot-
tom of Block Island sound. The list
of passengers and crew, handed to
the purser just before the steamer 1
left Providence, was locked in a safe

and was not fecovered.
The cause of the accident has not

been satisfactorily explained. It oc-
curred just off Watch hill about 11

o'clock last night, when the three-

masted schooned Harry Knowlton,

bound from South Amboy for Bos-
ton, with a cargo of coal, crashed
into the steamer's port side amid-

' ships. Capt. George McVey, of the
Larchmont, declares that the Knowl-
ton suddenly swerved from her
course, luffed up into the wind and
crashed into his vessel.

Capt. Haley, of the Knowlton, as-
serts that the steamer did not give

his vessel sufficient sea room.
The steamer, with a huge hole torn

in her side, was so seriously damaged
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that no attempt was made to run
for shore and she sank to the bot-
tom in less than half an hour. The
Knowlton, after she had backed away
from the wreck, began to fill rapidly

but her crew manned the pumps and
kept her afloat until she reached a
point off Quonochontaug, where they
put out the life boats and rowed to

shore. There were no fatalities on
the schooner.

A majority of those on board the
Larchmont had retired for the night,

and when the collision occurred
there were few, with the exception

of the crew, prepared for the weath-
er which prevailed. They hurried
from the warm state rooms to the
deck of the steamer and into a zero
atmosphere.

Chilled to the bone, many rushed
headlong below to secure more cloth-
ing, while others borefooted, bare-
headed and clad only in night gowns,

stood on the decks fearing that to go
below would mean certain death.

Their rooms were flooded scon af-
atr they had been deserted and the
steamer, floundering around in the
high seas which are feared by all
Sound navigators, was sinking with
a rapidity that sent terror to the
hearts of the officers and crew. While
some of the seamen held back the
frantic passengers by brute strength

others were preparing to lower the
lifeboats and rafts. There was no
time to think of the comfort of any
one. Even before the boats were
cut away, Captain MeVey knew that
the list of victims- would be greater
than those who survived.

Beamnbed With Cold.
It was a physical impossibility for

any except the most hardened to
withstand the cold which, turned
ears and noses white with the frost
which so benumbed feet that both
the passengers and members t*i-tht»
crew stumbld rather than walked to
the small craft in which they were
to leave the sinking ship.

Shrieks of pain drowned the rear
of inrushlng waters. Despite the-
existing pandemonium the woman
passengers were placed in life boats,
the male passengers and ihe crew
selecting the unprotected rafts as
their places of refuge.

Capt. McVey ordered ail life boats
cut away and before stepping into his
own boat he stood on the upper deck

>a moment to see that his order was
executed. Then he ordered that his
boat, the largest on board, be cleared
away.

Every hand Jn the boat was too
cold to handle a knife and cut the
ropes, which, however, slipped
through the tackles and set the boat
adrift just as the vessel became sub-
merged. The passengers' discomfort
was increased greatly the moment
they had launched the boats. Every
wave sent its dash of snray over
them, and soon a thin coaffng of ice
enveloped everyone.

Many. Only In Sight Clothes.
Those who were fullyclothed suf-

fered from frozen faces and numbed
feet, but there were many who had
only their night clothes. One man
was driven insane by the intense suf-
fering. He pulled a big clasp knife
from his pocket and gashed his
throat. Those who sat near him
were too dazed to interfere. The
unknown man's body fell to the bot-
tom of the boat, where it remained
unheeded.

Fishers' point, the nearest land,
was not quite five miles to the west-
ward of the point where th? steamer
went down and every boat immediate-
ly headed for that place. But the
boats were heavy with ice and the
men at. the oars were weak. The
boats and rafts soon became separ-
ated, and the only details of the dis-
aster which could be learned were
given when Capt. McVey's ooat came
ashore. Not a man on board was
able to walk. Their feet were frozen
so badly that the Ufa-savers carried
ithe survivors to the life-saving sta-
I tion. .

Extent of the Disaster.
The Larchmont had about 150 pas-

sengers and crew of about 50 aboard.. Survivors, 19.
Bodies recovered, 43, Not accounted for, 138.
Temperature was below sero.

(Continued on Page 2.)

Today is Day of Hearts.

BIG ATTENDANCE AT
FARNERS INSTITUTE

CHELAN COUNTY HORTICULTUR-

AL ASSOCIATION CONDUCT-

ING MOST SUCCESSFUL

MEETING

"Why the Fruit Growers of the
Wenatchee Valley Wear Diamonds,"
was one of the toasts offered today at
the meeting of the horticulturists,
who are in session in the annual con-
vention of the Chelan County Horti-

cultural association at Bower hall.
The convention now being held is

one of the most enthusiastic meetings

of its kind ever held in the history oi
the town. Many growers are in from
all parts of the valley. Cashmere is
well represented and a number are
down from Entiat.

One of the most important mat-
ters to come before the convention
today was the matter of a county

horticultural inspector. Under the
present state law it Is the province

of the horticultural association of
the county to nominate at least three
persons and from these three, the
county commissioners will appoint an
inspector.

Chelan county is taking the initi-

ative in the matter of making the in-
spector's office one of the best paying

in the county and owing to its im-
portance great care is being exercised
in endeavoring to secure a very com-
petent man.

The growers have brought in a fine
exhibit of apples which are now dis-
played in the hall where the conven-
tion is being held.

At -the UUim'nCMr' a basket dinner*
was held at the hall which was one
of the pleasant features of the con-
vention. John A. Gellatly acted a*s

tr>astmaster for the occasion and
toasts were offered by H. L. Wiester,
Guy C. Rrowno, If. C. Littlefield and
F. W. Arnold in behalf of the inter-
ests in the city and their relation to

the highest development of fruit, cul-
ture. C. B. Reed, B. If. Chapman,

J. F. Littooy and others tpoke for
the fruit growers.

The committee on membership ap-
pointed to solicit new members was
composed of C. B. Reed. Wm. Turner
and H. W. Roderick. The committee
on resolutions consisted of F. B. Ut-
ter. H. C. Littlefield and E. T. Balch.

Resolutions were passed thanking
the commissioners for the part they
have taken in making the institute a
success, the Commercial club and
Horticultural association for their
support, C. A. Bower for the use of
the hall and H. L. Wiester for the
use of dishes and service rendered in
making the luncheon feature a suc-
cess.

At the time of going to press the
business of the institute had not
been more than half finished and a
detailed report was impossible to get.

Following is the program of the
day:

PROGRAM
Part One?Morning Session.

9:30. Informal reception and reg-
istration of members.

10:00. Address of welcome, F. M.
Scheble, Mayor.

Response by the president, Alex
Pitcher.

10:15. Question box. (Those de-
siring to ask questions pertaining to
horticulture will note it on a slip

of paper. A committee will be ap-
pointed to answer them.)

10:30. "The Weeds in My Or-
chard," M. Horan.

11:00. "My Observations in Mar-
keting Fruit," John Peters.

Today is the day of hearts, when
the young can forward tokens of af-
fection through the mail. In the old
days these outbursts of affection were
penned by the swains or maidens
themselves, but whether the love
god has become more timid or the
lovers more lazy, one way or the
other, there has been great sale for
a week of printed valentines.

It is whispered, be it ever so mys-

teriously, that the valentines dealt

Ladies' Gloves
Ladies' Golf Gloves, regular

35c values. Clean-up

price 23c
Ladies' Hose

Fast black cotton hose, reg-

ular 10c value. Clean-
up price 7c

Ladies' Hose, extra good val-
ue at 15c. Clean-up

price 11c
Ladies' Felt

Slippers

98c
Ladies' all felt slippers. To

clean them up they

go at, per pair.... 49c
Outing Flannel

yards Outing Flannel.
Clean-up price,

per yard 41 -4c
1,500 yards Outing Flannel

7c and 8c quality.

Clean-up price per yd 6c
Lndies' Under-

wear
Ladies' fleece-lined Under-

wear, good and warm; regular

SOc value, to clean-up

goes at, per garment 33c
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ARTHUR GUNN

REAL ESTATE AND FINANCIAL AGENT

Resident Manager

% WENATCHEE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

No. 9. Wenatchee avenue S. WenaUlieu, Wiuh.

WIESTER'ODEPARTMENT STORE

NEW BOWER BLOCK - WENATCHEE

CASH CLEAN-DP
Money Saving Prices

Boys' Pants
Broken lots of boys' rants,

regular £iOc values.

Clean-up price per pr

Ladies' felt slippers, fur
trimmed and light flexible soles
regular $1.25 value.
Clean-up price

29c
Boys' pants, extra strong

and well made, our regular 75c
value. Clean-up price,

per pair, 43c
Men's Pants
Odd lots of men's pants,

worth $1.50 and $1.75. While
they last our clean-up

price is, per pair. . . . 99c

Men's Under-
wear

Men's fleece-lined under-
wear, regular 50c grade. Clean-

Men's pants, made for good

hard wear, good value at $2.00

and $2.25, but our clean-up

pair

price is, per $1.29

up price per gar-

ment 37c
Mea's fleece-lined under-

wear, extra good value at 75e.

Clean-up price, per

garment, 53c
Men's Wool

Socks
7 dozen Men's extra good

wool socks. Regular 25c val-
per pair

ues. Clean-up price, 19c

-b 1 1 JoKj ZEE! JzLr
DON'T FORGET TO ASK FOR THE TRADING COUPONS, ONE
GIVEN WITH EACH 10c PURCH ASE, WHICH ENTITLES YOU TO
HANDSOME PRESENTS ABSOLUTELY' FREE.

out to the languishing hearts this
year have been lying in unromantic
boxes and bales in the cellars of the

stationers for over a year, more than
enough for any love to grow cold.

In fact one dealer in making sale
of a magnificent specimen yesterday

carefully brushed off a year's accum-
ulation of dust before it3 beauties
became visible.

But this did not make the slight-

est difference to the lovelorn one,
'who cheerfully paid over the dollar
and a half that the mass of lace and

lit!ography cost.
The "corric" man, too, got in his

deadly work and at two for a cent
or a dozen for a nickel pounds of the
real and yellow slanders were dis-
posed of. Every topic of disapproval
fron> a policeman to the old maid
was considered in the doggerel that

"'comics" contained.
The origin of the flay wa» bacc In

the time of Chauser, as it was on Feb-
ruary 14 that the birds were sup-
posed to begin choosing their mates.
?Seattle P.-I.


