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Editorial Comment I
on Current Subjects
~ J
WORLD EVANQELI8M.

[From "I lfe].The apparatus now
matins In Paris tor the better managementof the politics of the world.
rests mainly on the behavior of the
nations. - And that means the behavior
of the people who compose the nations.For doubtless, Mr WDson was
right In saying Jan 26th) 'at the Feaoe
Conference that the fortunes ofmankindare now In the hands of the plain
people at the wprld. Satisfy them, he
said, and yon have established peace.Fall to satisfy them, and no arrenge.stent that you our make will either
set up or steady the peaee of the
world.
Anyone who agrees with these opin-

urbiters ot life," including maimers,
Met, acqulstlon andv the other incilents,they seed more than everto be
Aken in hud by competent leaden,
who can work on a laice scale. They
teed to be taught religion and politics,
30th of llrst-class quality and tocilentallythe ether branches which
tualify them to work usefully in the
world they-are to govern, and to bare
i good time. It Is so obvious that the
[jea<ue of Nations' peace world cannot
$et along unless deportment improves,
that forward-looking people who bedevedIn the League have their eye
out for the grea^ ratification of deportment.They haven't known how it
was coming, but seeing that it was
accessary, they have believed it would
some. The New Republic, which is
not very knowing or practical about
religion, suggested in a Christmas articlethat the second coming of Christ
would now be remarkable tmely. But
that s not a good bet, and no -world in
iistress could afford o wait for it Nor
is it at all necessary to wait Nor yet
Is it much of a surprise to learn that
that actve ect the Methodists, so
strong among the plain people both
lere and in Great Britain, are organzingalready on a suitable scale for;
an normous Sort to unite all the
Protestant sects to evangelize tbe
world and fill It with moren improve
nents
The World put out a striking story

>f this movement on the last Sunday
n January, the day on with the papers
-ecorded that the League of Nations
plan had been adopted. The movenentseems to have been coming along
or several months. It is described as
laving something of the spirit of the j>Id American "revival," and something1
>f the fervor of the crusades. It!
night, very well have tota, for in,
heir present state of expectation and ;
ietachment from precedent the people
rf Christendom are capable of anyhlng.All they need is inspiring and
ntelligent leadership. Given that,
lothng can stop them from any goal
hat seems "worth getting to.
And this Methodist leadership seems
jtelltgent. It i described in the World
n a long interview with E. Earl Tayor,Methodst layman and manager of
lissions said to be an intimate assoiateand friend of John R. Mott of
he Y. M. C. A and leader of this new
ndertakin<?. 'The American church,
>r. Taylor iays, has heretofore had a
emedy for drunkenness, but only this
ear has it abolished the organized
Iquor traffic. Note that he does not
ay it has abolished rum, but " the oranizedliquor traffic," That is intelH-1>
«nt. He says the eminetly respecta-'
ile and emlnetntly futile ohurch of the
ast is waking up and begins to realize
is mission; that.the modern MethoistOhurch has a. labor nmeram flinf
.sserts the right of labor to the high- f1at wages industry can .pay; that the u
iolshevist government in Fetrograd r<

irdered all the churches closed, but J1he head Methodist missionary took

t they let the Methpdist Church stay w

pen. This last is appalling but laboi ,c<
s one of the biggest problems ahead; *?
>f us, and one that is not likely to "

dyielexcept to strong remedies. in
Just as a starter for their movement

hese Methodists are raising 120 mil- C
ion dollars. They have planned a It
tuge campaign of advertising. They is
utend to conduct their movement in it
he fashion found effective last year n
or bond issues and great funds. Their Ci
ilans produce chills in the pocket and lo
Lpprehenslons 'in the hearts of all gi
hose who line to be on polite terms j a
rith'the Adversary. The'chills and J si
he apprehensions ara warranted, for j ahese are the fellows who put through, m
he Prohibition amendment When hi
hey sound their trumphets and break jheir pitchers walls are liable- to fall n<
nd hosts to run. But they don't mean ol
o do it all themselves. They plon to tl
aclude all. the Protestant sects^ in f ai
rork of enormous scope and very in- pi
eresling details, like th etransforma- Tl
ton of country churchCfc from feeble m
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3' profound understanding of human lif
and ther large tolerance of human in

3. flrmity, would do the Methodlsta lot
-' of good and the Methodists, who ar
3.the very seed of democracy, woul
f donhtless rub oft more or less dtmo
- cratic insurgency on hte Cathollci
5! Moreover, both these sects in thi
-; country, and the Baptists too, firn
i their chief errand .among the masse
s of the people. .If the Methodists hav
,! a plan about woges, that should in
i terest the Catholics too a large pro
3 tortion of whom work for wages. Th

, Catholics never would have passed thi
3 Prohibition amendment, but are no

less interested than others in abatini
11 the mischie fsof rum, nor would necee
1! sarily repine at having "the/organizm
. liquor traffic" aholshed,
t! Before the war it would have re
- Quired some hardihood to say tha
3 there are no fundamental difference
11 of faith betwen Catholics and Mtho
- dists, but th war has made it easle
l both to say that and to see t, Thi

differences mainly concern methodi
t of procedure.business methods, on<
might call them. The celibacy of, thi

J; clergy has nothing to do with belief
i It s a rule adopted because t seemei
r expedient Th papers of this day a
lie-writing report that the Catholic clergj
i of Southern Hungary have addressee
. a' pettion to the Hungarian Churol
i; Council, in which they condemn thli
' rule "as an undemocratic institution
and demand its abolition,"
Catholics and Protestants have beet

separated less than rour centyries
They quit killing one another a goot
while since In separation they havi
developed differently, perhaps to thi
advantage of mankind; but for.yean
they have been getting together, an<
that process has been wonderfull:
promoted by the war. That, the:
should find a basis of fellowship, ant
that this adventure which the Metho
dists are pushing should wind up in t
church league which would reall:
amount to church unity, is no mote incrediblethan anything else. A work
with enough Methodist in its Cathollci
to abate the fear of them, and witt
enough Catholic in its Methodists' t<
civilize mem, .xnignc oe mucn improvedand very pleasant.
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" There is little wonder that Morgan*
i. town people fuss about their churches,
s * their schools and their courts when '-l.\
j it is taken into consideration thi
s stock that they came from. The early . li1
9 f settlers of that«TSectiow with not only * aijl
. ignorant but they were not acohstam- :-i m
.; ed to cleanliness and there is n.mp> >'f?
a picion that some of the beds Were
a "buggy" to read from the joomsl of
t Bishop Asbu'ry, who was a minister M
s In that section as early as 1771. Hi

i "0 how glad l should be of a plain, '

clean, plank to' lie upon as preffcifcble
to most of the. beds. This oouhtry '; v

' will require much wbrit to" make lt v
tolerable. The great landholders whjo ;

8 are industrious will soon show the ef- i ;
" feets of the aristo^cy of'wealth 1^ i
r lording it over their poorer nelghbcn|i'B^»y
s and by securing for themselves all; the' I %,>p-i{
» offices of profit and honor. On thi' '

{
3 onq hand savage warfare teaches thein

3to be cruel;- and on the other thi 4
preaching of Antlnomlans polsona -. j

1 them with error in doctrine; good mor-
f alists they are not; good Christians
t they cannot be, unless they are better
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