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OT a breath of air was stiering,
ing=room of the St Lonis Club ot was o
hot, and for the twentieth time Hildreth mog
the perspiration from s f
For the twertieth time, 2
¥ letter. Iving open before him,
yerplexity lav in this open letter,

Tn the weit

The oeea<iong
which ran thns

Near Fren: ' writing o
lor a seene on the St
beeny in the ecity, 'm local calar,
Bend me n fow points, like the good old chap 5o al
ways were, and 1 shall he

detective yarn wl I
As 1 haven or

shiy mn

Louis levee.

decidedly

Your eternally gratelul

ildreth's reply hegan hiithely enoueh Tl

Drar Wicksre: What in
know ahout the levee?

thunder dn van
As for its lacal epior
Tt there he stuck. In vain he nendded
we 0ol it danced

that he proceeded:

It was only after ach m

an unprejndiced

black.

ohserver might 1l

And there he stuck again. e o diling
wooping and muttering when Daniarth looked in,
h, it's e
wmght T smelled samething frving

Hitdreth emiled the lack
v s funny to others,

was still

you, is drawled e pewenmer

luster eniile of the man wha

YOI want ta gave my reason. Danior 18
boooed, Ytell me something about the levee”
The levee! What in thunder— "'
ve said that, And tha it's dirty. What nexa™ ™
Why—1 don't know. But,” brigh up, " I
W Iman does.”

The's Talman? "

irtend of mine He's brotsiht a
prote down here on a house-boat and I'm going down
tay dine on hnard as fifyis
klophoning. Come out here and 'l intraduce v as
\ ker after truth about the levee. He
windred and it's most all heart,
pou tn go along.”

fram up Narth,

gnon as e

weighs two
so maybe he'll ask

And it was even gn, Aflter feeble protests from Hil-
i.r-."f:. intee which he vninle |-n-]-'."1‘.‘r\rm‘1 { (2] '|-|]{ 5O
Yackbone, Tolnian led the way ta his touring ¢ar which

A8 Wiing oulsiie

* Perhapz I'd better own up™ he said as they were

thout to start; 1 intended 1o do the bold bupeaneer
et and surpriee Danforth by carrving him off; but 1
von't treat you so uncercmomously, Mro Hildreth,
[*s» inst telephoned the » to have my crew
H posteanmy  Welll go upthe river this eveninge and
3 k here by nine or ten in the morning. If either
»f u want to send ward to anvhody, vou can tele-

av domer!!
ined carefully back.

phume from the Planters’ on the w

Dunforth closed Wis eves and le

“Don't wake me!l"™ e whispered. “It's the first
pleasant dream T've hadithic summer”

“And you? " laughed Tolman, tirning to Hildreth,

“Tt's teo late to lose ! ™ was the firm reply,
#T'%e had a lifelong searning to he carried off hy
pirates.”

So it was settled; and as 1he amn stemmed the tide
of homewnrd trafiic, Hildreth idly wondered what sort
pi an expericnce was in store {hr him

At the hotely BDanfarth disappeared in the telephione
bonth, fram which he chertly emerged, Lreathing mate-
diction,

“1 told you not to et me wake up!™ N groaned.

®1Tcre T've got to goto Chicago to-ight!*

Afterward, when [Tiid tried to
arrived, Danforth’s
it night loomed Dig as the begin-

eilt acypunt ior the

yontretemps at which he iailure
o go with them th;

. i
ping of it all,

Hall-way down, Talman pointed 10 two dazaingls
white houts, the howselioat in front, the stenmbioat
prnugeling close heliind it Sereen awnings, conl green
and white, were :Trnp;---l on the sanny Elarewird <ude
il a0 tittle bireeze was lanily worrying o long pennant
Hildreth drew a {{1(1'1 hroath of pledsant anticipition

¥ This heing carmed aff by pivates 1= all my fanee
seinted tt™ '|'|~ remarked s they ran np BT |
ping-plank and nosed in hetwoer geversl othier mittos
e the forccistle « steamboat

“Tle stateroommus over on the hovseboat nre full”
saidd Tolman, a5 he léd the way upstilr hius liere's a
r nd a Lath where you can make the Lest of vour
pantivite, T send & hoy to see what vou need, and
Ll come after you ap time for dinner

Hildreth n'...-n'-l the usnal inartienlate mumbles as,
In Hospitable Western fashion, he wa- presonted to
poraon atter person When lIte !’l:".f'}' tonk the :1:itl.l_‘
heside his howt, he retained but twe facts ont of the
medley of intenductions,  The small Doy wiis, lis liest's
Yivtle som Tharald Mhat fact w i particularly in-
terosting, bt b the thomght of o nther he shot a

gatishied plance 1oward thie apposite end of the walide,

It was the I| lave where one woulil n |"I:1'.'u"':.' eNfect
to find the wWife of pne's hodt: bt Hildveth vecalled
with satisfaction the weords of their introduction in
Taoluwn's heirty vaioe:

“Driolly, here's o priconer 1 camured ot the ¢lab,
My Hildreth, my ecousin, Miss Newille”

It went aver and aver i il A ehn ;II,
Mist Neville My covisin, NN Neville,”™  Just then
her hreowwn eves fichol Pona smile god 11ildreih felt
a hittle theill explore evers eotner of his heing

I that nft when T
define the Ineal enlor of the
that
tremine ot oa
wottld have scorned the propnhecy

Of course, the idea of love

rion, WS "SITiE
anvhody had hinted
woitld he into i

Tinghing eves, he

raling vainly to
1evied
ingide of two honrs he oing
glanee from a l':1'r~

at first sight had sweet-

77743007
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ened his salad days. Yanth fe prane ¢ cupar ifs
lettuce, bt he had long #gs abandoned such immas
mrity. Yet here he was, heaming upan hie host and
ng himself out to be engaging to his host's smail
all because “ Cousin” Dolly

tie other end of the talile,

dreth was not one to scotn & means 1o an end:
ul hiefore dinner was half over small Harold was his
victit to an

smiled at Wi feam

L myitation to an Indian encamp
mear. When Tolman Limeelf copiessed! 10 a weakness
for Tndians, and soggerested that they ol

Ireth tried 1o} if his he

ed somersanlts witing Lim

ko together,
AP was not turning
Bt 1t wa
had .-‘:1 ﬁt‘ll HA L)
» bringing a cop!

1
Dl J4s

ranwhile the two hoats rfrom the

ce dand headed up-stream
ron at the

windews,

Vh=h=h-h! " FTolman, “ Now we hegin to livse)
oy what would you sav jo dissert on deck? "
' say, *What o niee ot neet vien! T and

Nevilla |

wnptly push

hack her chair, Miss

led the
URLAETS,

the steambanss Lehind thens e the figne
wions of the engine: Yt e House-bonr tself

sosilengte as B it were nogrear swan, Out of

i his eve, Hildreth alizery

i of the erowd maneyver & veville p a4 sort
pocket among. the «deek furtisaings, which pocket
o man immediately closed by seating lin nr‘l. at the

pity.  Hildroth, however, merely
as he took the vacated chair.
“Tudging from my sensations"” Le remarked, "1
irar Mr Jonks is consigning me to depths 1 have al-
beneath me. 1 can generally
cent 1o, he continued, ' by the
sprils rise; and (rom the way
! think it must be the nether.

tighed contentedly

ways consiflered—wel,
gaupe the dapth 1 atn

helght to

which my
they are climbing now,
maost limbo this time ™

“Oh, vour
Miss Neville,
favorge have
v‘\f! ot m

spirit. barameley is out of order,” sid
witih candst, Y Mr Jenks and Coa
been fusving all duy about that aute. |
that when they are aot w an automobile and

unier one and swearing at 1"
nlf asa ministering ange! ™’
reliet column, allowing M.
consuming desire to gn down and

#in

swearing by it,

" Then
chuckled
Jenlks o gratify a

thev by
I'mtn regard

[itdreth 5

swesr at tlic s I don’t doubt the swenring.
but=" lie ghawk lifs hoade " By the way, Misg Ne
vithe, MLV A% well hire e it to you that T coantemplais
1 ming & cannection of yours., Thére 8 talk of
i pusin Tlarald's avaguiriag me by purelinse.”

YU thar's s lugaeno dVass Svoviile, ) ma well
aveept vou at once as s meniber of the famnily,

“1% wight save time,” was the thoughtiol reply.

Hilireth planned &l aher of possible and inpos
eilile things as he Iy i bis bherth thar migin And le

surprised Dame Destuiny by actually carrving ont some

Even in the elysivm in which he had lived for the
past weck, he had met occasional anxious fears, but
not one of them lad <o much as whispered the name
of Tolman! He had been too much ebsorbed by his
own hope of happiness 1o give more than a passing
thought to Tolman's bereavement or possible conso-
lation.

He wondered if he were the only one in the pariy to
whom it was not an open secret. There was Jenks,
Conuld it be that to Jenks, too, Harold's remarks had
been a revelation? Or had his supposed rival been in
the secret all the time? Hildreth looked at him, but,
either from delicacy or frem embarrassment, Tenk:
had tursisad away.

As they sarted Lack to the Loat, Hildrath—tryinge
net 10 Le too precipitate--pianaged to proncince
question:

L] Y{"'"-‘

O,

sice Tolman lost his wife? ™

not very long,” said Jenks, after a
e boy "—Hildreth Harold, wWlis wae
lready sufficiently #nub nose aganst a

Totig
meament

indicated

Astienisg his

shonp window-" the boy says Miss Nevilie s to he
Liie—"Nis second mamma' "
“Yer, 1 lLplieve that's ail wertled,’” langhed jenks

Then, with nnespected consideration, e changed the
subicet ard fnally made an sxcuse to goshack to the
fair, taking Harold with him.

Hildreth, glad of any respite, etruck blindly'off into

T

FRANTIUALLY

i moment when Hildreth miglin
manogver, but he stuck grnimly to
[t would he daplight for a gond

entrance, There wis

have defeated
his host's

vitinit
hour wot!
tttle tri

anil

Haveil

Sou letting the man make the most of his
fvply, ITsldr 1 a hint ot of Shake=neare
attached young r —and thereiore young

papi—1u horiks of steel by teiling tiies o
)& vebinaka Gradually. 1h slowly drifting
PanOrsm { ver grew dim Amd having ox
traeted reltctnnt wandenighit from tle tapt Harald,
Tadpran wi=appeared with him down thie st gway
“*1en’t foraen pravers!” ealled a baldish young
wan who ld joned e group.  And to Hildreth he
lifond Mk madel *waddy man, ¢ el
Alwavs Bius the linke cliap nest 1o him 2t the Gk
s e v 1 i ot w1z } mt of 1
By the s king of ranclics o4 sou ever o
HIS #Tiy ¢ Par Cipele outfit s’
Theaw v were syl deep in ranch talle when Tao!
T]l |‘] 1 iy
" W Aot appet tobe for sale, do yon®™ he said,
miling down s Hildreth,  “The way that Boy ol
mine conets poimikes e tremble for the rest of the
comuundments when he gets sround to them."
Hildreth experienced the pions satisfaction of the
ehiess plaver wha lins made a good -"|‘-r‘,|‘lil\1:v
“Pm s to command,” he laugbed. “1T'm afrend
1 by v meins stand so high, thougl, in hY
o' i, He added. 1T like sery much tis
¢y mann * 1o her, hut—er—the sauntion r
minds one of thi whing of Santiago harbor, and a

non-combiaig foels o nataral hesiation aliout tryine

to hit the W
Tamph!
“T guess

\'frn Chne

wkcade "'

Y anid Tolman, peering through the dusk,
I'm enough of a combatant to take a hand.
with me."

The honse Lant's Apollo—his name turned out to le
Jr'.‘:-,- tlunced  up at their :]]"lllrlm('h. and when Tl
man asked Hive 1o take a look at one of the antas lie
profi willtngness which was abnormally eheor
ful. Pt there was a lingering quality abont his (e
parture which would have stirred almost anyhody (o

sxer] o

WAMVING

HER HANDKERCHIEF AT THE TWO ROATS WIHICH HAD GONE ON 1WIWN

vl tiese plans during the next few dive  Perhiops fus
aml.n--r\ 1.'\tiwr pleased her, for

liit w2 Ne Bad pow dared dream of

gave humn such a

CHT

Psthiat vou? ™ the voues of Tolman called cver tle
telephone one day I your yeaining for a m
virees v <l nasatiefied, we wiant you 1o go off witl
us fara little qrp, . (Can you go? '

Can 17" Hdreth replied dn tones which made the
wlepheine buze YIS enn o withewt e, 1713 e
vtor v af ] have to swing”

vile hwongs meandered up thie Wissjseippi dndd
fUEATIET 1 1 WOR ez, Holdrety wnn!d ey
With & wrry sood mitatian of atention to Tolwan's
bits of nlarmiatiog e omy geopraphical faet
A\ LT prenetrated hseen tenie<s wns his near
ness 1o Al Neville, O caspomally dles, he was mude

re y I-| ]:'Tll pProxiity | e "-'] 4 I

| " T ]

Wi v e Tandod st Peoria, Jenks wis invived
10 I td oend Hildreth it makig the rounds of

stroet nir. He proved to be a good deal of a deatli’s

' t tite fesst, byt Harold sade un for that by
neving in & trance 1apture.

ALY e exclatmed, when be ecame face to face
with the glogles of the shooting gallery, “1 wish
Coniais wis here!™

Wildreth's heart warmed to the hoy

“Non're pretry for d of your consgin, aren’s e
e saii with & benignant stle,

“Nen!“wias the sueainct reply.  “ She's goin' to i

vnd mamma.”

“Wilay Fildyeth exvizimed lLicfore e could stop
Iiimself,

he my second mamma,” calmly re
Iosing lumseli mm the jov of
harrel held by the suddenly s

"She's goin' to
peated Tlarald betore
sighting nlong a rille
sidions Jenks

OF coattrse, there 15 1 S I ilhrunmrnnn M nitpre
at that a man's mind should sit down in a chair,
Novertheless, Hildreth felt as if his had been on the
point of achieving that act and, at the critical moment,
come one had jerked the chair away. He was incred-

ibly jarred.
COFPYRIGHT, 1ol

I'ME STREAM

the nret side sueet, as if the imps of chagrin and pain
wilii wincly Be fought could be escaped if he only

went fast and far enough. When the hour set for
v ing drew near and he had to get hack to the boat,
there was ony one thought clear in his mind: he
nittag, he miet try to retreat in good order,

fie was il of provd intentions of drawing off dis-
coeetlys but not in apy toe hasty a faslion, so he did

t Lie should have done if nothing had happened
toenhighten hun—he went directly to Miss Newille's

de 4s she =10 nd at the rail
Hildeeth 5 oulitary
o nm-rr:he-l coaracter.  He had shown himsell
prompt i attack, aetive g pursuis, but ke evideatly
hal eot been planned with a view to executing mas
torly retreats, As the girl beside him loaked up with
the «miling eyes which fron first time he had
ke had held whincle happiness m
Hildreth terned aliruptly away o
pain which tightened his hear:,
" A telegram for vou, Mr. Hildreth "
[Tildreth mechanically toolt the envelope e tprs
it open and read something—he did not know or care
wiiat

taienie were ewvidently of

hiis

into them

their clear depths,
e the

"No bad news. ! ohope,” suid Miss Neville anx
iously: for as he lonked up, she saw the troubie in
liis eves

“ No—nn," he said absently.

“Rist ' alreasd it 45! ™

Hitverth again hent his head aver the telegram, in
which, necpratter whal its eontenta might be. Lo sud-
dealy recognived possihilities of reliel, 1t contained,
i fact, only these words:

How about that local color? Am waiting for light
nn ot Wicks.

Hildreth's mind zroped hurriedly among the pos-
sibilities which the reccipt of an important telezram
always opens up

“It's not really
rather—urgent.
man."

bad news." he finally said, * but it's
I wonder where I can find Mr. Tol-

" He is over on the tteamhoat, T think
you won't have to leave us,"
“Humph!™ mused Hildreth bitterls. "1 suppose

she is pnlitel,\f. suggesting that licre is a chanees tn re
move mysell.

Aloud he said: " I'm very much afraid that is just
what I must do. I think I'll hunt up Mr. Talman and
find out where I can get a train”

Whatever doubts he might have lad abess: Mise
Neville's unwillingness tn part with him, there was no
questiom about Bia host's yeluctance

But Iildreth [nsisted upen the nacessity of
reaching St. Louis mere speadits thun the %o
So it was arrangead that he sheild he 1a
town.

After he had been landed at the Beardstown leves
he Inoked arsund for some nne to carry his Inggaga
10 the station

But-1 hopt

fhils
it could.
nderd at Beards-

"How can T get thees things 1o the train? ' he asked
rf the nsual group of levee loune=rs
* Mehbe you ean pet Halew'=s Hick' one of the

loungers obeerved, indicating a rickety landan recling
down the street toward the lever,

Almost before it had stopped a woman jumped out
and ran down to the water's edpe, franticelly waving
her handkerchief—thaugh without result—at the two
boats which, after merely slowing down to let Hil-
dreth make a quick landing, had gone rapidly on until
they were now well down the stream where, ten miles
below, they were to tie up.

“ Didn't those boats land here?” she demanded,

“ Juat slowad 1p to let this gentleman ashore.”

Hildreth lifted his hat as the woman turned toward
kim.

“ You—" she seemed to be taking a rapid and some-
what puzzled survey of him—" you were—one of the
pilots? "

“No," Hildreth shook his liead. “ A mers guest™

"Oh. of course "—with an embarrassed Jangh 1
think vou must be Mr. Hildreth. “1 was on my way
to catch the boat at Peoria,” she went on, " mv his-
band wrote that he would be thers te-night and 1
thought I would surprise him.'

“We were to have been there,”
the plans were changed."

“Oh, that’s it! Well, as my train was coming into
town here I had a glimpse of the boar and—well, 1
doubt if the porter has caught his breath vet!*

She laughed. but made a rueinl ¢
tion of the boats.

“George Tolman, aten’t vou ashamed 14 roan off
that way and leave your wife in this predicament!™
she exclaimed.

Hildreth jumped. Then
must have deceived him.

“May I know,” he asked feebly, " wi
pleasure of—of wanting to serve®"

“Why "~-with a look of surprise,
cion—"" why,
guest."

“T was Mr. Tolman's guest,” Hildeeth replied

“Well—Mr., Tolman is myv hushand.”

“Your it

Hildreth swallowed and tried again

“ Your—husband? Then—you are—Mrs, Talman?

“ A not unnatural inferenee,” was the ironical reply,

“Then you're—you're not dead? "

“N—not yet"—regarding him |
moving closer to the group of It

satd Hildreth, “ hut

rrimace in the direr-

he thottght that his cars
1om I have the

a1 H
almost of sis

I—I thought you were my

¥ '
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evident alarm and

Ngers

ok .‘-‘Irs Tolman," Hildreth said hurriedly in a low
tone, I can gee that you think T belong in an asylum,

and I don’t blame you, But will vou please tell me
once more—are you Mrs, George Tolman, the wife of
the owner of those boats and—" he clinclied the mat-
ter—"' the mother of little Harold? "

“I am!" remarked the lady stifly.

“Well,"” said Hildreth, “I dom't pretend to under-
rtand it, but T assure you T'm delighted to find that
vou are the kind of an angel you are instead of the
kind 1 thought you were.” He turned to the deeply in-
terested apectators. " Those boats are to tie up about
ten miles below here, and [ want a good team to taks
this lady and myself down there,”

1t was with some difficulty that Hildreth reassured
Mrs. Tolman &s to his identity and his sanity, but
when, in the course of their ride, he had given her—
under the seal of secrecy—an account of the comedy
of errors which had shipwrecked him on the Beards-
town levee, she regarded him with the sympathy with
which a woman always rewards a man for whom she
has ne sentimental use herself when he lets her inte
the seerst of his romantic intentions,

1 wonder." she said, with a shrewd amile, “ whether
Mr, Jenks will fee] that you deserve a reward for find-
ing the *lost’ Mry, Telman?

“Oh" protested Hildreth, " Jenks misunderstood
me, of course”

Later, Hildreth contented himself with discovering,
liv indirect tactics that the baldish young gentleman
who had called Tolman & * widdy man.” used the
olirase of a figure of speech for any husband whose
nit present, whether due to her actual de-
cease of, as i the case of Mre Talman, to the sudden
illness of a dear sister

As for Harold's declavation that
wils 1t be his " second manuna,”
recognition of Miss
Hildreth forgave its share

Tt was not until he was bak in 5r
cusly dividing his time bhetwaeen the
the jeweler who was making the engagement
order, that Hildreth found in hie neclet the telogram
which had acquired and lost importance with such ex-
tranrdinary suddenness, At first he tried ta write a
reply but tore up the feeble attempt and finally wired
the long-suffering Wicks as follows:

.
wile wWas

his cousin Dolly

that was a flattering
i

Neville's extreme desirahilitn
in et PV IT Y mhture

[ s,

-
“lll

ring tn

wise hont

Local eolor of leves extremely varlahle. Generally
black, but rose-color at present. Particulars later
Fren,
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