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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

"Cordova stores are well stocked 
with pretty things for the Christmas 
trade and from now on the salespeo- 
ple will have their energies taxed to 

serve the public. Don’t wait until 
the day before the holiday to do your 
Christmas shopping and forcg the 

stores to remain open nights. Remem- 

ber that after clerks have stood upon 
their feet throughout the day they are 

entitled to rest, and there is no great- 
er health destroyer than overtaxing 
strength. 

Try this Christmas to co-operate in 

making it as light upon those who 

serve us as possible. It is a bet- 

ter Christmas spirit than to organize 
a rush at the eleventh hour and its 

consequent baleful effects. 

THE PURCHASE OF ALASKA 

A correspondent of the Portland Or- 

egonian asks: “WJiat w^re the cir- 

cumstances leading to the purchase of 

Alaska by the United States?' Why 

did we buy a country that we did not 

want?” The questions invite inspec- 
tion of an interesting period in the 

internal and diplomatic history of 

this country. 
Tiui Alaska purchase, consum- 

mated despite the opposition of prob- 
ably the predominating body of pub- 
lic opinion in the United States in 

that time, was largely the product of 

the foresight of William H. Seward, 
secretary of state during and for 

some time after the civil war. It 

had been boached prior to that 

time, however- Frederick Wj. Sew- 
ard, son of William H. Seward and 

himself assistant secretary of state 

under his father from 1861 until 

1869, says in his reminiscences that 

the suggestion had been made as 

early as during the Oregon debate in 

1846-47, that by insisting on the 

boundary line of 54 degrees 40 min- 

utes, and obtaining a cession from 

the Emperor Nicholas, the United 
States might own the whole Pacific 

coast up to the Arctic circle. “But ! 
the slave-holding interest, then domi- 

nant in the federal councils,” says 
the voungei'. Seward, “wanted south-; 
ern, not northern, extension." So, 
the demand for 50-40 \yas aban- 

doned, and so for the time being was j 
the Alaska question shelved. A 

change of policy came with the vie-, 

tory of the union in the war Pur- i 
chase of Alaska, too late to make it 

part of a continuous coast line, nev- j 
erineiess sei a new preceuent in ex-; 
pansion. James G. Blaine, in his 

“Twenty Years of Congress,” says' 
that “looking northward for terri- 
tory, instead of southward, was a 

radical change of policy in the con- 

duct of the government — a policy 
which, happily and appropriately, it 
was the good fortune of Mr. Seward 
to initiate under impressive and sig- 
nificant circumstances.” 

Purchase was part of our effort 
to atone for the error made in not 

insisting on the more northern 

boundary line; in part it was the re- 

sult of tactical observations made dur- 
ing the civil war, which rdvealed the 
strategic disadvantages of being with- 
out naval outposts in the W,est Indies 
and the North Pacific. If it was not 

♦ also a formal expression of national 
gratitude for assistance extended by 
the Russian government at a critical 
period of the war, that assistance at 
least had the effect of quieting opposi- 
sition to the deal. General Banks, 
chairman of the committee on foreign 
affairs of the house when the appro- 
priation bill was under debate, urged 
the appropriation with great 
earnestness, not only because of 
the obligation imposed on the govern- 
ment by the treaty, previously en- 

tered into, and not merely because of 
the intrinsic value of the territory, 

but also because of Russia’s friend- 

ship for us. General Banks said: 
“In the darkest hour of our peril 

during the rebellion, when we were 

enacting a history no.jjian yet thor- 

oughly comprehends, when France 
and England were contemplating rec- 

ognition of the Confederacy, the 
whole world was thrilled by the ap- 
pearance in San Francisco of a great 
fleet of Russian war vessels, and at 

nearly the same time, whether by ac- 

cident or design, a second Russian 

fleet appeared in the harbor of'New 
York. Who knew how many more 

there were on the voyage* here. Fro*n 

that hour France on the one hand and 

England on the other receded, and the 
American government regained its 

position and its power.” 

Alaska, the possession of Russia by 
right of discovery by Bering, the 
Bane voyaging in her service, had 

proved a liability rather an an asset 
to the czar's government. A remote 

province, not easily defensible, it was 

regarded as unlikely to be worth to 

St. Petersburg the cost of maintaining 
a government there. In the hands of 

a friendly power it might become a 

Russian safeguard; lost to a foe, it 

would be a perpetual menace to her 

Asiatic territories. Russia was the 

initiator in the matter, and, Mr. 

Blaine says, desired to sell much more 

earnestly than the United Sthtes de- 

sired to buy. Yet “there is little 

doubt that a like offer from any other 

European government would have 

been rejected.” .Russia desirbd to 

choose her customer, and for reasons 

of state, as well as of finance, chose 

the United States. 
The old debate makes strange read- 

ing now. Caldwalader C Washburn, 

who led opposition to the appropria- 
tion. urged that when the treaty was 

negotiated not a soul in the United 

States had asked for it. It was se- 

cretly arriver at, he contended, and 

the country it was proposed to ac- 

quire was “absolutely without value.” 
The right of the house to inquire into 
the merits of the question, irrespec- 
tive of obligation already entailed by 
exchange of ratifications of the treaty, 
was also insisted on. Hen Butler de- 
clared that if the appropriation were 

made as an act of friendship it would 
bn better to "give Russia the $7,200,- 
000 and let her .keep Alaska.” For, 
said that statesman, “1 think it may 
be a small sum to pay for the friend- 

ship if we could only get rid of the 
land, or rather the ice, that we are to 

get with it.” Mr. Peters of Maine 
said the territory, must be intrinsical- 
ly valueless, offering Russia’s willing- 
ness to sell as “conclusive proof.” and 

adding: 
“If treaty-making power can buy, 

they can sell; if they can buy land 
with money they can buy money with 
land: if they can buy part of a coun- 

try they can buy the whole of a coun- 

tr; if they can sell a part of our coun- 

try they can sell the whole of it.” 
General Schenck regarded the pur- 

chase as objectionable, but voted tor 
it because the treaty had been made 
with a friendly power. “If we do not 
acquire Alaska," said Leonard Myers, 
“Great Britain will.” Mr. Price of 
Iowa thought the money would be bet- 
ter spent for improvement of the Mis- 

sissippi river. There were many up- 
holders of the treaty and advocates of 
the purchase, but few who regarded 
Alaska as worth buying. Answer to 
the correspondent’s second question 
seems to be contained in this phase 
of the attitude of the supporters of 
(he purchase in thq house, and as to 
the senate, which already had ratified 
Ihe treaty, in Mr Seward’s convincing 
argument that acquisition was- war- 

ranted by strategical needs and by 
Russia’s timely aid to the Union. The 
latter does not, however, anywhere 
appear as an official consideration in 
the bargain. 

There followed a wrangle between 
senate and house over the power to 
make treaties and to carry into ef- 
fect their stipulations. The house pre- 
faced the appropriation bill with a 

preamble that conspicuously omit- 
ted mention of the senate’s ratifica- 
tion of the treaty, but declaring that 
“the subjects embraced are among 
those which by the constitution are 

submitted to the power of congress.” 
The senate, unwilling to admit the 

pretentions of the house, rejected the 

preamble. Compromise was effected 
which is still regarded as a moral 

victory for the house, but the appro- 
priation won. Mr. Blaine’s view of 
the change of partisan policy in- 
volved agrees with that of Mr. Sew- 
ard. He said: 

“From the time of the acquisition of 
Louisiana until the purchase of Alas- 
ka the addition of territory to the 
United States had all been in the in- 
terests of slavery. Louisiana, stretch- 

ing across the entire country from 
south to north, was of equal value to 
each section, but the acquisition of 
Florida, the annexation of Texas, the 

territory acquired from Mexico by the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, with the 
addition of Arizona under the Gads- 
den treaty, were all made udder the 
leadership of southern statesmen to 
strengthen the political power and ma- 

terial resources of the south. Mean- 
while, by inexcusable errors of the 
Democratic party, and especially of 
Democratic diplomacy, we lost that 
vast tract on the north known as 

British Columbia, the possession of 

which, after the acquisition of Alaska, 
would have given the United States 
continuous frontage on the Pacific 
coast from the south line of California 
to Bering’s straits.” 

Not much was said in the ’60s of 

the material value of the more than 
half a million square miles of terri- 
tory acquired. The idea that the 

west was, and always would be, an 

irreclamable wilderness persisted. 
Not even Secretary Seward himself, 
in all probability, sensed the mate- 
rial worth of the vast region that we 

bought for a proverbial song. 

THINGS WE THINK 
Things Others Think and What We 

Think of the Things Others Think. 

The spellbinder is a thing of the 

past. Voters want facts nowadays. 

The man who is pleased with him- 
self is usually hard to please in other 

ways. 

If there weren't a lot of suckers in 
this old world a lot of other people 
would starve to death. 

The girl who graduates with high- 
est honors quite frequently marries 
the most ignorant stick in town. 

The way we grieve and wail over 

our little troubles, it’s a wonder that 
some others haven’t died with theirs. 

The man who says, ‘‘I never was 

lucky,” doesn't get a job where a 

hustler is needed. 

Everyone believes he is doing some 

good in this old world, but each one 

has a different way of judging what 
is good. Even Satan, if he could give 
us his opinion, would probably say 
that what he does serves as useful a 

purpose as anything done by any 
saint in heaven. 

ARGENTINE SAYSNOT 
MEMBER OF LEAGUE 

BUNOS AIERES, Dec. 15 (by As- 
sociated Press).—The Argentine for- 
eign office informed the Associated 
Press that the government will not 
give any notification of withdrawal 
from the League of Nations on ac- 

count of Article I because it does 
not considered that Argentine was 

ever a member. 

HOLD-UPMETARRESTED 
CAUGHT WITH GOODS ON 

LINCOLN, Dec. 15 (by Associated 

Press).—Stephen and Wilber Boblit, 
brothers, of Osceloia, Missouri, have 
confessed to the hold-up of the C. 
D. Galloway jewelry store at Lauril, 
Montana last Thursday, taking $S,000 
in cash and jewelry. A quantity of 
the stolen jewelry was found in their 
room. 

BIG PACKING COMPANY 
PLANT IS DESTROYED 

LONG BEACH, Cal., Dec. 15 (by 
Associated Press).—The plant of the 
Golden State Tuna Packing Company 
was practically destroyed last night 
by fire, following an explosion. The 
loss is $300,000. | 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
FOR SALE—FUMED OAK DAVEN- 

port. Phone 185—3 rings. 15-tf. 

FOR RENT—CORNER STORE, AP- 
ply Michelson & Currier. T-tf 

WANTED—A WOMAN COOK AT 
Cordova General Hospital. Apply 
Mrs. W. W. Council. 6-if. 

WANTED—TO RENT OR BUY SEC- 
ond hand. typewriter. Address, 
Smith’s Rooming House, Room 12. 

6-3t. 

FOR RENT—THREE-ROOM FURN- 
ished Apartments. S. J. Jones, 142- 
3rlngs. 30-tf. 

FOR SALE—TWO ROOM FURN- 
ished house. Large flat top desk, 
Yukon sled. Apply S. J. Jones, tele- 
phone 142—3rings. 26-tf. 

FOR SALE — ONE QUARTER 
horse power electric motor. Ap- 
ply at Times Office. 15-tf. 

FOR RENT—FURNISHED HOUSE 
and apartment. See Chas. J. Good- 
all. 3-tf. 

FOR SALE AND RENT—PIANOS. 
Expert piano tuning. Anderson 
Piano Shop, Juneau. 2-tf. 

FOR RENT—APARTMENTS IN THE 
Burkhart Flats. Phone 61. 3-tf. 

FOR RENT—FURNISHED CABINS. 
See Dooley. 

BEST BOARD AND ROOM IN 
town at the Lakeview hotel. 15-tf. 

“Something She 
Wants” 

Will Prove the Most Acceptable 
Present You Can Give. 

This store is cram 

full of dainty* 
Christmas Sugges- 
tions, all of which 
were chosen to 
make man’s gift 
buying easily ac- 

complished. Come 
and see how inex- 

" ^ * pensively you can 

buy The Gift she most admires, one that 
shows you understand her unspoken desires. 

NORTHERN DRUG CO 
“THE DRUG STORE OF ALASKA’’ 

"SERVICE” is our motto. 

BIRDS HAVE YANKEE ACCENT 

Londoners Complain That Imported 
Parrots Are Spoiling the Pronun- 

ciation of Their Fellows. 

The American aerent has Invaded 
even the parrot house at the zoological j 
gardens here, according to a London 

correspondent of the Detroit News. 
A large consignment of birds lias i 

arrived from America. Many have I 
names that suggest cocktails. Hither-j 
to scientists may have doubted tlie ! 
ability of cockatoos to acquire a rec- j 
ogniznble accent, but two of these j 
birds fresh from the New York zoo j 
speak unmistakable American. 

They ask repeatedly for “clan! j 
oysters on a half shell” and beg their | 
amused visitors for hominy or Tali- j 
fornia peanuts. Sometimes in an out- | 
hurst of patriotism they repeat “Cali- 
fornia” until it would appear that it is 
tile only word in their vocabulary. And 

now a very small green parrot in the 

cage next door Is trying to sav 

“California,” too. 
A disgusted keeper stands outside 

his cage saving "London, London. 

London,” hut the small green parrot 
does not seem to admire Ids accent so 

much as that of his feathered trans- 

atlantic friends. 

Bright 1 
When school opened this fall, Har- 

old had a new teacher. He reported 
on her to his mother as follows: 

“Her name is Miss Albright, and 
she is bright, and believe me, she It 
going to make the rest of us bright 
or know the reason why.” 

If you change your address, do not 

notify the carrier boy—report youi 
new address to the office. 

— 

WALLPAPER 
In Latest Patterns 

GLASS 
In All Sizes 

I. D. EOGART 
L—.I 

SMITH & M’CONAGHY 

Plumbers and 
Steamfitters 

Corner Front and 15 Sts. 

OSCAR’S PUCE! 
FOR : 

GOOD CIGARS j 
AND TOBACCOS OF ALL KINDS* 

AL80 | 
Pool Tables j 

FRED M. SCHAUPP 
SANITARY PLUMBING 

jj Steam-Fitting, Marine Pipe and Tank Work | 
Sheet Metal Work 

SECOND STREET, NEXT DOOR TO FEDERAL JAIL 
PHONE 72 

TRAPPERS TRADERS 
SHIP TO 

GEORGE R.G0SHAWk 
DEALER IN 

RAW FURS 
NEW YORK— 1*7 W. 27th St. 

SEATTLE—ALA8KA BUILDING 

NOTICE—A Word To You 
At our Seattle office we have opened a buying department for the 

benefit of the Alaska trade. 
We solicit the accounts of individuals, firms and corporations de- 

siring closer connection for buying and selling. Tbe service rendered 
is direct; we, at every step, exercise close supervision over all transac- 
tions, thus assuring accurate and prompt attention. 

Wo are READY, WILLING AND ABLE to buy righL to ship right, 
to insure right—to attend to all matters as your personal agenL Your 
enquiries and wantB will receive our immediate and most courteous 
attention. 

WRITE US—there Is no obligation. We are Just the business con- 

nection that the Alaska Trade has been looking for tn the buying of 
mining, cannery and fishing supplies, drygoods, groceries, cigars and 
tobacco, drugs, rubber goods, furniture, household sundries, electrical 
goods, gas engines—In fact, anything that grows or Is manufactured. 

We are also willing and anxious to develop a market for all Alas- 
kan products. Get In touch with us, giving full particulars, and your 
goods will be sold right. 

PROFESSIONAL 

DR. W. W. COUNCIL 
PHYSICIAN and SURGEON 

Office and Residence, Cordova 
General Hospital v Ostrander 

Building). 
Phones—Residence, 115; Office, 182 

^ 

DR. W& CHASE 
Physician and Surgeon 

Lathrop Building 
Phone 9 

Established Cordova 1908 
►-—— 

DR. CHARLES DAGGETT 

DR. M. L. BIGGS 

I DENTISTRY 
X-Ray Diagnosis 

DR. C. V. DAGGETT 

Pyorrhea Treatment—Dental 

Prophylaxis 

Lathrop Bldg. Phone 200 

j DR. VON ZESCT 
~ 

Dentist 

X-Ray Pyrrohea Treatments 
Dental Prophylaxis 
ADAMS BUILDING 

k._ 

DR. H. A. BLYTH 
DENTIST 

■ Crown and Bridge Work a Specialty 
NORTHERN HOTEL 

Phone 71 
»--- 

DR. LOUIS H. WOLFE 
DENTIST 

KENNECOTT, ALASKA 

1 D0N0H0E & DIMOND 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

Offices: 

CORDOVA ant) VALDEZ 

FRANK H. FOSTER 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

ROOM 1, OSTRANDER HUIJ DING 

E. F. MEDLEY 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR 

AT LAW 

Room 1, Adams LS‘ocK 
CORDOVA, ALASKA 

WILLIAM A. HESSE 
U. S. MINERAL SURVEYOR 

Bedford-McNeill Code 

Cordova, Alaska 

Frank A. Metcalf Raymond F. Grefe 

METCALF AND GREFE 
Civil and Mining Engineers 

U. S. Mineral Surveyors 
JUNEAU -.ALASKA 

► ----- 

OIL BONDS 
SURETY AND FIDELITY BONDS 

LIFE INSURANCE 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

THOS. S. SCOTT 

H. B. WOLKING & CO. 
Licensed 

UNDERTAKERS 
And 

EMBALMERS 

Phone 133—I 

TRY THE 

WINDSOR 
For Rooms that are 

Comfortable 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE i* 

REAL ESTATE 
COLLECTIONS 

SURETY BOND8 
DWELLINGS AND BUSINESS 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

CORDOVA ABSTRACT & 
REALTY CO. 

C Ave. between 1st and 2nd 8ts. * 

I-*-- 


