
TURNOVER OF 
POSTMASTERS 

IS EXPECTED 
BY COL. WINFIELD JONES 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—(Special 
Correspondence).—’According to re- 

ports here when the Republicans take 

charge of the federal government next 

March there will be a big turnover 

not only in all appointive offices but 

the Democratic postmasters will be 

among the first to be replaced by "de- 

serving Republicans." This report 
has caused consternation in the post- 
al service. Already many members of 

congress are receiving inquiries from 

postmasters in their districts con- 

cerning the reports, which shows that 

apprehension already exists among 

the postmasters for their jobs. 
President Wilson on March 31, 

1917, through the civil service, issued 

an order which apparently made all 

postmasters of the first; second and 

third class permanent appointees. 
There has been great misunderstand- 

ing concerning this order, it has been 

generally understood by the post- 
masters and the public that the or- 

der removed the classes of postmast- 
ers named from the realm of political 
appointments and put them under the 

protection of the civil service. That 

has been the general understanding. 
But the general understanding has 

been wrong, it now develops from in- 

vestigations made by your corres- 

pondent at the civil service and the 

post office department. At both civil 

service and post ottlce department u 

was learned positively that the presi- | 
dent’s order, so generally understood, 
merely provides for a civil service ex- 

animation for the selection of candi- I 

dates for postmasterships, who are to j 
he nominated by the president and j 
confirmed by the senate, as hereto- j 
fore. 

As the order is merely an execu- ! 
live order it can be sot aside at any j 
time by Senator Harding when he | 
becomes president, and if set aside ! 
would at once throw open all the post- j 
offices of the country to the political ; 

spoilsmen. Whether or not Mr. Hard- 1 

ing will set aside the order remains j 
to be seen. That tremendous press- 
ure will be brought on him to do so is 

not doubted, because the postmaster- 
ships in every section are the best 

federal appointments and there are 

more postmasters than any other 

class of government employes. In 

every city and town right now there 

are aspiring candidates for the post- 
office appointments, and big efforts 
will be made by many members of 

congress and political managers to 

get Mr. Harding to abrogate the Wil- 

son order, so that the "faithful” can 

be rewarded. There are no better ap- 

pointments than the postoffices and 

and as In every congressional dis- 
trict there are many postoffices there 

is no better medium for us in paying 
off political obligations. 

From this situation it will be seen 

that the first, second, and third class | 
postmasters under the Wilson admiii- 
istration will lose their jobs soon af- 

ter Mr. Harding takes possession of 
the White House. Those postmasters 
throughout the country who have 
been living since November 2 in the 
false hope that they will continue to 
hold their jobs might as well make 

up their minds that they will even- 

tually have to make way for other 

appointees. 
It was learned today that practi- 

cally every Republican leader in 

house and senate believes that Mr. 

Harding should abrogate the Wilson 

order, and let down (he bars for :p- 

pointments of a Republican in every 

postoffice in the whole country. The 

slogan among the patronage hungry 
is: “To the victors belong the spoils." 

Under a system of turning the pres- 
ent Democratic postmasters out all 

of them would be replaced by Repub- 
lican appointees, just as fast as their 

four year terms expire. Terms of all 

of the first, second and third class 

postmasters expire every day, in 

large numbers, and after the Harding 
administratio comes it is believed the 

largest list of nominations of Repub- 
^ans that will go regularly to the 

senate will be nominations of Repub- 
ican postmasters. 

The postmasters are the nearest 

OSCAR’S PLACE] 
FOR I 

GOOD CIGARS j 
AND TOBACCOS OF ALL KINDS* 

ALSO • 

Pool Table* 

-i 
1 FRIDAY ONLY | 
ONE SHOW 8:00 P. M. 

DOROTHY 
GISH 

in 

‘Nugget 
Nell’ 

A clever burlesque of the 

WILD and “MOVIE” , 

WEST 

Pathe News 
“OUR HAWAIIAN ARMY” 

Educational 

MONOLOG TRAVEL 

liHimimiuiimiiiiiiimimiitiiiiiimiimiiiiiimiiiiiiii 

One Show Only 8:00 P. M. ■ 

CHRISTMAS 
NIGHT ONLY 

Two Show* 7:30 and 9:00 
MACK SENNETTS 

Big New 5-Reel Comedy Sensation 

“Down on 

the Farm” 

PALS in MACK SEN NEXT'S 
Five-Reel Comedy Sensafiom. 

DOVN OM THE FARM' 
REMEMBER—Five big reels of 
Corn-fed comedy and milk-fed 
mirth. 
PATHE NEWS TRAVEL 

EDUCATIONAL 

Two Shows 7:30 and 9:00 

SUNDAY ONLY I 
Two Shows 7:30 and 9:00 

CHARLES 
RAY 

In His Best Comedy 

“The Egg 
Crate 
Wallop” 

IT’S A PIPPIN 

Current 
Events 

MONOLOG 

TOPICAL 

imimiiifiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiin 

Two Shows 7:30 and 9:00 j 
connecting links with the feeral gov- 

ernment and the people in every com- 

munity. Many leaders among the Re- 

publicans believe that for this rea- 

son, if for no other, all the post- 
masters should bo of the same politi- 
cal faith as the national administra- 

tion, so that these officers should all 

be persons in complete harmony with 

the administration. 
During the Wilson administration 

Postmaster General Burleson made 

it a regular policy to replace Repub- 
lican holdover postmasters from the 

Taft administration with deserving 
Democrats. In about four years Mr. 

Burleson succeeded in eliminating 
practically every Republican post- 
master in the postal service. It is 

not doubted that the new postmaster 
general, whoever he is, will follow a 

similar policy if Mr. Harding sets 

aside the Wilson order. If the order 

is not set aside the new postmaster 
general will eliminate as many of the 

Democratic postmasters as possible 
anyhow, and without reference to the 

civii service. It has always been done 

in the postoffice department and 

probably always will be. 
There is an interesting report cur- 

rant in Washington that Will H. Hays 
will be appointed postmaster general. 

SAME PHONE NUMBER 
FOR ALL FIRE CALLS 

CALGARY, Dec. 24 (by Associated 

Press).—Proposals that fire depart- 
ments in all Canadian cities have the 

same telephone number for fire calls 

were made at a convention here of 

the Dominion Fire Chiefs’ Associa- 

tion. The number chosen is 100 and 

is already is used by the fire de- 

partments of several cities. 

RELIC OF ARGONNE 
CAUSES HERO’S DEATH 

GILMAN, Mont., Dec. 24 (by Asso- 

ciated Press).—Charles L. Torrence, 
world war veteran of Simms, Mont., 
was accidentally shot and killed 

when a pistol he brought back from 

the battlefield of the Argonne ex- 

ploded while he was hunting. Tor- 

rence served with the 119th field ar 

tillery. 

PREHISTORIC 
MONSTERS IN j 

ARCTIC ZONE! 
_ 

» 

In the region of the Lena delta, in 

far Northern Siberia, there is a gi- 

gantic species of mole which, bur- 

rowing underground, dies, if by j 
chance exposed to the light. It has | 
enormous tusks, and the half-savage 
-nomads of the country sometimes use 

strips of its thick hide for reindeer 
harness. Truth to tell, rtie “mole" is 

the long-extinct mammoth, and the 

last surviving specimen perished 
long before the earliest dawn of 

human history. Indeed, it may very 
well be that 100,000 years have 

passed since the youngest mammoth 

walked the earth. In their day these 

huge mammals roamed in herds all 

over Northern Siberia, where the cli- 

mate was mild and salubrious. Hut 

there came a sucinen cnange ana 

Jack Frost established a permanent j 
reing in the part of the world. The 

mammoths, huddled in valleys, where 

overwhelmed by snow drifts, which 

harded to solid ice, preserved their 

bodies intact even to the present 
time. Now and then the hot sun of 

the short Arctic summer melts out 

and reveals to view one of the great 
carcasses—the meat still fresh enough 
'to be fed to dogs. The eyeballs of 

one specimen found on the Tas river, 
between the Obi and the Yenesei, 
were as perfect as if the animal had 

been killed only a day or two earlier. 

To the northeast of the mouth of 

the Lena—which is one of the great 
rivers of the world, rising in Eastern 

Siberia and flowing northward to the 

Arctic ocean—is a group of islands 

which must formerly have been con- 

nected with the mainland. There an 

American naval erpendition, which 

Bought survivors of the ill-fated Jean- 

nette, found deposits of mammoth 

tusks that were literal ivory mines. 
The frozen soil of the islands was 

so crowded with mammoth skele- 

tons as to suggest that the mightly 
pachyderms must have had there a 

“dying place,” to which through 
thousands of years they resorted 

when death approached. Lieuten- 

ant Schuetze, who was a member of, 
the expedition, told the writer that 
there was a big fortune to be gained 
by a few adventurous men who 
should take a staunch vessel through 
Bering strait at the opening of the 
Arctic summer, dig for ivory and re- 

turn in half a dozen weeks. They 
would encounter perils, however, ,or 

the coast is most inhospitable and 
almost uninhabited. Mammoth ivory 
is more highly valued than any other, 
being worth $4 a pound. A tusk of 
a full-grown specimen may be four- 
teen feet long, weighing four times 
as much as the largest elephant’s 
tusk. This giant relative of the ele- 

phant attained a height of sixteen 
feet and a length of twenty-six feet, 
with a body girth of thirty feet. 
The sole of each foot was three j 
feet across. It has a shaggy mane1 
and was covered with long hair. 

MONTANA WHISKEY IS 
SENT INTO CANADA 

GREAT FALLS, Mont., Dec. 24 (by i 
Associated Press). — Carloads of 

bonded whisky are arriving daily in j 
Great Falls but continue on their way 

across the Canadian border without 

stopping here. The liquor is sent from 

American warhouses to Alberta. 

Canada, where it is sold under the 

provincial law, in individual bottles. 

Much of the liquor originally sent 

from here to Canada is smuggled 
back aerosB the boundary, according 
to E. J. Tait, federal prohibition offi- 

cers here. 

TRAP IN A CAVE 
FARMER MEETS DEATH 

SASKATOON, Sask., Dec. 24 (by 
Associated Press). — Reports of the 
horrible death suffered recently by 
Nickolai Klufman, a Galacian farmer 

of the Horse lake district, has been 

received by the provincial police. 
Klufman was trapped by a cave-in 
while working in a well on his farm. 

In spite of frantic efforts on the part 
of his family and neighbors he could 

not be budged. The water rose slowly 
in the well. Inch by inch it crept up, 
finally drowning the man. Before he 

died Klufman made his last will, ver- 

bally, and bade farewel to his wife, 
cliidren and friends. 

UTAH SOL ES 
IRRIGATION 

IN NEW FIND 
» 

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, Dec. 24 

(by Associated Press).—Underground 
waters, brought to the surface for ir- ; 
rigation purposes, soon may restore 

life to the “ghost cities’’ of Nevada, 

which have been practically deserted | 
since their gold was taken from 

them. Already government engineers 
are surveying land expected to be- 

come part of a big irrigation project 
on the Amaragosa desert, not far 

from Bullfrog, Beatty, Rhyolite and 
Gold Center, all one time famed west- 
ern mining camps. 

Because these towns were not far 
from Death Valley, the land surround- 
ing them was thought to be desert soil 
worthless for agriculture and l'it only 
for cactus and horned toads. In the 
gold days, “desert rats’ carried water 
for miles on the backs of their bur- 
ros to supply their claims. Now it 

develops that these hardy men were 

treading only a few feet above a 

strong flow of water. 
G. D. D. Kirkpatrick, assistant su- 

pervisor of government surveys for 
Utah and Nevada, reports that two 
survey crews have started work on 

two townships along the California- 
Nevada line with orders to survey 40,- 
000 acres. Underground waters have 
been discovered on the Amargosa 
desert and it is proposed to develop 
them. 

Big crops will grow in the sub- 
tropical Nevada climate if the water 

can be brought to the soil, engineers 
have reported. Later the land may- 
be opened for entry, according to 

present plans. 
The Amargosa desert is not the 

only portion of Southern Nevada that 

may bloom. The Big Smokey valley, 
north of Tonopah, may in the near 

future bring to the big silver camp 
a new population of farmers. The 

presence of underground water in this 

valley has been demonstrated, and it 

is only a question of a short time, 
when it will be developed, accord- 

ing to Mr. Kirkpatrick. The survey 

work will go forward in southern Ne- 

vada all winter. ^ 
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