
Copper-Tints 
A Series of Cordova Sketches 

BY KATHERINE WILSON 

I. 
BY WAY OF HISTORY 

NE morning in the Autumn of 1905 a newspaper 
reporter in New York City made a call upon 
Daniel Guggenheim. Through the chance effects 

of that interview was altered the entire economic history 
of Alaska. 

Early in the previous year, backed by eastern cap- 
ital and headed by George Cheever Hazelet, there had 
come to Alaska a reconnaissance party whose purpose 
Avas to find a feasible raihvay route from tideAvater to 

Eagle on the Yukon. This party made two surveys, one 

up the Copper River Valley, the other from Valdez by 
Avay of the military trail over the range. Joining at 

what is now WilloAV Creek these two routes became 

identical and continued north to the Tanana through 
the richest mineral belt of the Territory. 

Because of the obviously great engineering diffi- 

culties involved by way of the Copper River Valley 
the Valdez trail was determined to be the most prac- 
ticable route, and was so recommended when the two 

surveys were sent east to be recorded at Washington. 
The survey of the Valdez route was accordingly filed 
with the proper Department, but through some inad- 
vertence the Copper River survey was not. Instead, it 

was tucked into a pigeonhole of an official desk in 

New York and promptly forgotten—an oversight which 
was later to cost the builders a little matter of a quarter 
of a million dollars! 

Construction work was started from Valdez under 
the direction of Mr. Hazelet and was proceeding accord- 

ing to schedule when, one morning, Daniel Guggenheim 
submitted to the interview already mentioned, and in 

his enthusiasm announced the beginning of a railway 
project designed to open up to development the varied 
resources of interior Alaska. 

That interview was read with keen interest by a 

certain intrepid Irishmen, one Michael J. Heney, who 
had been the contracting constructor for the White 
Pass & Yukon Railway, the only other railway line 

penetrating the North. 
One night that Winter, while operations were halted 

and operators were Outside, there landed at Valdez from 
a small and inconspicuous boat a half dozen figures. 
Three of these were white men, the others Indians. The 
former were Michael J. Heney, contractor, J. If. 
McPherson, engineer, and Jack Dalton, famous Alaskan 

sourdough, packer and muslier. The party lost no 

time loitering about Valdez, but, their presence all 
but unnoted, disappeared up the military road and over 

the range. 
Some weeks later Heney presented inmsell at the 

Guggenheim headquarters in New York, demanded a 

hearing, and declaring that the route by way of Valdez 
was a gross error, exhibited a duly recorded survey of 
the Copper River route made by himself and compan- 
ions, who had come out that way from the Interior. 
This had been an unprecedented and hazardous ex- 

ploit, a survey down the river in Winter being a project 
fraught with all but insurmountable difficulties. That 
the survey was a more or less sketchy one was excused 
by the fact of those difficulties. Consideration of the 
route proposed by Heney was given special impetus 
just then by reason of the discoveries of enormous coal 
deposits in the Bering River region, only sixty miles 
away, which had but recently aroused widespread in- 
terest. Operations on copper properties of the Interior 
were already under way. That a railway designed to 

tap the mineral district would enjoy great advantages 
through being contiguous to coal deposits was obvious. 
At any rate, as a result of Heney’s representations a 

council of the powers was called, and despite the 
emphasis of the first surveyors that the Copper River 
route was not the most practicable, it was decided to 
send out an engineer further to investigate. 

This engineer, M. K. Rodgers, made a casual survey 
of the Valdez and Copper River routes, respectively, 
and then proceeded to Katalla in the coal district. 
Rodger’s report to New York was enthusiastically in 
favor of this point as a basis from which to build 
the road. TTis report was accordingly adopted, the 
Valdez route Avas abandoned, and a million dollars AA7as 

appropriated for the Katalla project. 
Meamvhile, M. J. Heney had begun on his own re- 

sponsibility, Avith the aid of some additional capital, to 
build a railway from Avhat is now CordoATa. If this 
enterprise was largely a pretense, designed for later 
disposal at a good figure, the plan Avas wisely conceived. 
Attempts at construction at Katalla by the New York 
interests proved disastrous. Built on a wild and un- 

protected coast, open to the full sAveep of terrible 
"Winter seas, Avith the first big storm of the year the 
wharf and artificial breakwater, Avhich Avere essential 
to the scheme, and which had been partially constructed 
that season, Avere completely swept away—a possibility 
foreseen by all familiar with the conditions. A wire 
to NeAv York apprising headquarters of this fact re- 

iterated the protest against continuing the project from 
this point. The news produced another conference of 
the powers. But out of that discussion came one de- 
cision as expressed finally in the ultimatum of the late 

J. P. Morgan. Bringing his fist down on the conference 
table the great financier exclaimed, “Whatever the 
route, we’ve got to bring that copper and coal to- 
gether!” 

Another engineer, E. C. Hawkins, was sent out. 
Mindful of the imperative demand Hawkins made a 

survey of the situation and determined that if the 
copper and coal were to be brought together, the route 

up the Copper River was the logical one. 

Of this route the one recorded survey was in the 
name of Michael J. Heney. 

Heney’s right-of-way was purchased. For this he 
is understood to have been reimbursed in stock in the 

Copper River & Northwestern Railway to the value of 
what his actual construction of the road so far had 
cost, an amount approximating a quarter of a million 
dollars, together with the contract for building the 

railway. And therein did Mr. Heney profit, and the 

capitalists lose, by that little inadvertence through 
which was tucked into a pigeon-hole in a New York 
office and promptly forgotten, the survey of the route 
that had been made by their own men. 

In the Autumn of that year, 1908, following the 
famous Ballinger-Pinchot controversy over the Bering 
River coal claims, the Government withdrew from entry 
the coal, oil and timber lands of Alaska. The coal 

mining- industry collapsed. The Katalla railway project 
was abandoned where it stood. Today, on the sand- 
buried tracks there, tottering to decay, stand loaded 
freight-cars exactly as they were left when the order 
came. All that remains to show for more than a million 
dollars and a year’s time and labor expended are a 

group of rickety buildings, a forlorn patch of rails 
overgrown with weeds, and heaps of rusted rolling 
stock, tools and rotting ties. 

The Copper River & Northwestern Railway was 

built from Cordova to Chitina, a distance of 131 miles. 
Thence a branch line was extended 65 miles to the 
Kennecott mine, which has since so enormously devel- 
oped. Completed so far in 1911, the railway has gone 
no farther. From the losses attending the Katalla 

project, the excessive cost of the road over the original 
estimates, and the general stagnation in development 
following the withdrawal of the coal and oil lands of 
the Territory, the builders were disinclined to continue 
it. That the copper mines have served as ample justi- 
fication for the railway to this point is evidenced by 
the fact that while the construction of the road cost 
in the neighborhood of $23,000,000, there have been 

shipped over it to tidewater nearly $100,000,000 in 

copper ore. 

And thus has it come about that but for a casual 
interview in a New York paper, read by a resourceful 
and adventurous Irishman, Alaska would probably long 
since have had a railway line to the Tanana. Develop- 
ment, halted by the locking up of the resources of the 

coast, would have proceeded from the Interior. Metal 

mining would have progressed, settlers would have 
come in, farm lands would have been taken up. The 

Territory would have grown from within outward, and 
the economic history of Alaska during the past dozen 

years would have been quite a different story. Inci- 

dentally, the United States Government would have 
been spared the necessity of contributing $60,000,000 
to build a railway for its relief. 

By such brief accidents are destinies determined! 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
WANTED — CLAM CLEANERS AT 

Strawberry Point Packing Company. 
Leave names at Finkelstein & Sa- 
piro’s. 14-tf. 

FOR RENT — FURNISHED ROOMS 
in Burkhart flats. Phone 61. 3—tf. 

FOR SALE — 18-FOOT FLAT BOT- 
tom skiff in A-l shape. Just the 
boat for clam digging. Phone 139— 
5 rings. 13-tf. 

LOST — A BUNCH OF KEYS ON 

ring. Finder please return to 
Times office and receive reward. 

13-2t 

FOR SALE — 25-FOOT FLAT BOT- 
tom boat with 4 H. P. Regal engine. 
See Thos. Christo after 5 o’clock 
at Nick’s Place. 12-tf. 

FOR SALE — BAKERY AND PAR- 
TIAL lunch. Also full kodak devel- 
oping outfit, capacity 2,000 per hour. 

Apply Wilson Bakery. 12-tf. 

WANTED — FAMILY TO BOARD 
Thora Kyvik, aged 11, until school 
term closes. See the Daily Times. 

11-tf 

FOR RENT — ONE FURNISHED 
and one unfurnished cottage. Ap- 
ply Mrs. Chas. Cochrane. 10-tf 

FOR SALE—14% FOOT SKIFF AND 

Evenrude, cheap. Apply to Fred- 

erickson, at Blum-O’Neills. 4-6t 

FOR SALK—CREAM AT LAKESIDE 

Dairy. Order day before. Phone 
176—4 rings. tf. 

FOR RENT—THREE ROOM FURN- 
ished apartment over the Post Of- 
fice. Inquire of Mrs. Urquhart. 3-tf. 

If you want to reach the buyer 
use the columns of the Times. 

Keep the public Informed by adver- 
tising regularly in the Cordova 
Daily Times. 

If you want nifty job printing let 

the Times do it. 

Keating’s 
Dry-Goods Store 

Distinctive Spring Hats 
AT 

Moderate Prices 

Mail Orders Given Special Attention 
Tel. 135 

CREPE PAPER IN ALL SHADES 

SHELF PAPER IN NEW DESIGNS 
PAPER TABLE CLOTHES IN 
BEAUTIFUL PATTERNS 

I 
PAPER NAPKINS IN PLAIN WHITE 
AND FANCY DESIGNS 

SEALING WAX 

SEALING WAX INITIAL SEALS 

PLACE CARDS 

SEALING WAX SETS 

THESE ARE ALL DENNISON’S 
GOODS AND NEED NO FURTHER 
RECOMMENDATION 

SEE DISPLAY IN OUR WINDOW 

NORTHERN DRUG CO. 

ptefify | M For all good cooking FEDERAL MILK 

f has no superior. It’s handy, rich and 

creamy. Pure cow’s milk with only 
water taken out. Order a case from 

your grocer. 

//FEDERAL'') 
MILK_y 

i Good Service 
Quick Returns 

We are selling agents for 
Alaska Fur Shippers, disposing 
of your furs to the best advan- 
tage possible. Regular Sales 
will be held about every two 
months. Special sales held 
whenever market justifies. 

Advances made on shipments 
when requested. 

Give us your support 
Ship now for our next sale 

Commission 
We charge shipper 4% on lots over 

$1,000 and 5% on lots under $1,000, 
which covers fire and burglary insur- 
ance and all handling charges. 

Patronize Home Merchants 


