
R. J. Williams Lumber Cos.,
Bay St. Louis. Miss.,

Manufacturers W

DRESSED*.* 1 d IH |3 M ©

We make a specialty local orders and guar-
antee PROMPT DELIVER ES. We also sell
BRICK and SHINGLES.

Our prices are right.
__

L. A. de flontluzin Sons,
Chemists and Pharmacists.

Dealers in Drugs, Chemicals and Patent Medicines, Perfumery, Toilet

Articles, Candies, Spectacles, Fishing Tackle, Etc., Cigars, 'lobaeco,

Post Cards, Soda and Mineral Waters. Pay us a visit; it will pay you.

Front Street, Bay St, Louis, Miss.

Sea* Coast JEcbo.
ECHO BUILDING.

Entered at the Ray St. Louis post-
office as second class matter.

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE: 3.

SUBSCRIPTION, $1.50 PER YEAR,

STRICTLY IN ADVANCE.

DEMOCRATIC TICKET.
NOMINEES FOR REGULAR MU-

NICIPAL ELECTION, CITY OP
BAY ST. LOUIS.

For Mayor:
R. W. TOULME

For Secretary and City Auditor:
RICHARD MENDES

For Treasurer:
JAS. H. BREATH

For Marshal:
R. J. MURTAGH

For Assessor and Tax-Collector:
F. H. EGLOFF

FOR ALDERMAN—Ward One.
ROBERT L. GENIN,

Ward Two:
P. J. M’GINN

Ward Three:
C. C. GRAY

Ward Four:
R. W. WEBB.
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Do not fail to see Miss Welch’s dis-
play of imported Iris ware. It is beau-
tiful.

Mr. August Quintini spent yesterday
at Mobile, where was called on matters
connected with his business.

ALL articles sold at C. O. Johnson’s
Jewelry Store will be engraved FREE,
while you wait.

Delicious home-made Fig Preserves
for the family. For sale by Charles
p- Taconi, Carroll avenue.

The return of Mr.R. R. Perkins, pres-
ident of the Merchants Bank and also
president of the Imperial Naval Stores,
from New Orleans is gladly noted, Mr.
Perkins has been ill for the past three
months and underwent the ordeal of an
operation.

Hon. D. V. Gardebled, mayor of La-
fayette, La., is spending a few days in
this city, called hither last Saturday by
the sudden death of his brother-in-law,
Jefferson Smelker, He stopping
home of his mother, Mme. Celine Gar-
debled.

Regular municipal election for the
city of Bay St. Louis will take place on
April 4. At the meeting of the Board
of Mayor and Aldermen on Saturday
Chas. G. Moreau, Anthony Thiery and
Edw. C. Gardebled were appointed com-
missioners of election.

Hon. Gus E. Templet, capitalist and
planter, of Napoleonville, La., returned
to his home last evening, after a stay of
several weeks, looking after the interest
of his local real estate. Mr. Templet
has numerous friends and acquaintances
here and is a general favorite. He was
i guest at the home of Judge Breath in
Main street.

Mr. Will A. Sessions, ex-grand chan-
cellor commander of the K. P. organiza-
tion, State of Mississippi, spentWednes-
day in this city fraternizing with local
Pythians. This was Mr. Sessions’ first
visit since his recent railroad accident
which precluded his attending the an-
nual banquet and the Knights were glad
to see him again.

Rev. Father J. M. Prendergast occu-
pied the pulpit on Sunday night at the
Church of Our Lady of the Gulf, dis-
coursing on the occasion of a Lenten
exercise. He is a fine speaker, a man
of convictions and of mighty words. It
is generally and sincerely hoped he will
be heard more frequently in the future —

a privilige that must be highly gratify-
ing not only to his parishioners but to
others as well.

There is a strong and urgent demand
for a municipal ordinance regulating the
building of chimney and stove flues, and
it is hoped the matter will receive early
and prompt attention. A local fire in-
surance agent reports quite a number of
fire hazards existing from this specific
cause and we concur with him in the
opinion that immediate remedy should
be foithcoming, even at the expense of
drastic legislation.

“In Old New Hampshire” is the title
of one of the prettiest plays yet present-
ed on the local stage. The cast has been
selected and active rehearsals are in
progress under the personal direction of
Mr. Leon Grainer. The performance
will occur on Friday night, April Ist, at
Woodmen Hall, benefit “Library Fund”
of the Bay St. Louis public school.
Admission, 25 cents, children 15 cents.
No extracharge for reserved seats. This
is the same Bay St. Louis company
which scored a signal success in the

Eresentadon of“Cinderella,” during the
olidavs, benefit Catholic Church. This

time they donate their talent, time and
effort to toepublic school.

At the solicitation of some of his
friends Dr. F. P. F. Duffy, rector of the
Episcopal Church has consented to re-
peat his lecture, entitled, “Moses the
First Evolutionist; was Darwin an Un-
conscious Plagiarist? Including a Few
Remarks Upon the Origin of Life.” The
lecture will include some of Dr. Duffy’s
best thoughts along lines indicated by
title, being part of several lectures de-
livered in the la-t few weeks at the resi-
dence of Mrs. J. L. Harris. The public
is cordially invited to attend. No en-
trance fee will be charged but the com-
mittee in charge has decided to take up
a voluntary contribtvion from those who
think that they have been intellectually
benefitted. The lecture will be strictly
non-sectarian and people of all creeds
and no creed are cordially invited. Do
not forget the time, Tuesday, March 15,
and place, K. P. Hall, oyer Merchants
Bank at 8 p. ra.

The Bay Pictorium, temple of pleas-
ure, recreation and education, continues
to draw large crowds every evening, and
the management feels gratified at the
liberal patronage accorded, which is
only a sign of recognition of the high-
class service that is being presented.
Among the interesting and instructive
pictures shown was the Edison film on
Tuesday night, showing the celebration
at New York of the anniversary of the
discovery of the Hudson. The replicas
of the vessels, Half Moon and Clermont,
were shown to advantage. Another fine
picture from literature was shown last
night, “The New Life,” by Victor Hugo,
the Shakespeare ofFrance. “The Hand
of Justice,” one of the popular films by
Pathe Freres, had to be repeated two
nights in order to meet the public de-
mand. Mr. Paul Roy, improvisionist
and vocalist, continues a stellar attrac-
tion. He is featuring the latest songs,
in fact of these his collection is a verta-
ble treasure trove.

Pursuant to a request from certain
congested parts of the business district
of Bay St. Louis, a special meeting of
the Board of Mayor and Aldermen was
called on Thursday night to discuss and
adopt an ordinance prohibiting the erec-
tion and operation of motion picture
places of amusement in the aforesaid
districts of the city which included the
Front street from State street to the
Markey building, and from the Edwards
theatre building to C.Lzen street. The
ordinance was not adopted then owing
to a technical impediment, but anotner
special meeting for Monday night has
been called. There is no doubt the or-
dinance will be ultimately passed.

The funeral of Jefferson Smelker,
whose sudden death was reported in
these columns last Saturday, took place
on Sunday afternoon from his late resi-
dence in Union street. Rev. Dr. Cot-
trell, of the Main Street Methodist
Church,conducted the funeral ceremony.
The pall bearers were Chas. Hillen, An-
thony Thiery, Wm. Johnston, Wm.
Ames, Frank Taconi, Sidney Gaspard.
Interment was had at Cedar Rest Ceme-
tery and the funeral was largely attend-
ed, well testifying to the popularity of
the deceased and displayed unmistakably
the general sorrowing and heartfelt
sympathy felt for the bereaved widow
and orphaned children.

Hon. Richard Mendes, member of the
Mississippi Board of Oyster Commis-
sioners, spent Monday at Gulfport, at-
tending a regular monthly meeting of
that distinguished body. Mr. Mendes
will attend a conference with the Ala-
bama Oyster Commission at Mobile on
April 17th. He is one of the active
members of the Board, never misses a
meeting and his services are of inesti-
mable value to that deliberative body.

Owing to the congested condition of
the columns of The Echo by the extra
amount of legal advertising, the regular
amount of locals and other reading mat-
ter, including the inimitable writing of
Jacque Pistache to his friend, Coco, are
unavoidably crowded out for this week
and will be for the next issue as well,
when the delinquent tax sale will have
received the necessary three publica-
tions.

Prof. W. I. Thames, president of the
South Mississippi College, of Hatties-
burg, Miss., has kindly consented to
meet with and address the teachers at
the meeting of the Hancock County
Teachers Ass’n., Saturday, March 19.
The patrons and friends of education are
cordially invited to be present at this
meeting and hear matters discussed that
are of interest to every citizen.

CASTOR IA
For Infants and Children.

The Kind. You Have Always Bought
Bears the

Signature of fcMC&U
NOTICEOFREGULARELECTION.

In conformity with the charter and
ordinances of the city of Bay St. Louis,
an election is hereby ordered held in the
City Hall on the first Monday of April,
being the 4th day thereof in the year
1910,f0r the following municipal officers,
viz; One (1) mayor, four (4) aldermen,
one for each ward; one (1) tax-collec-
tor and assessor, one (1) treasurer, one
(1) marshal, on3 (1) secretary.

G. G. GARDEBLED, Mayor.
Attest: Richard Mendes, Secretary.

G. G. Gardebled,
CONTRACTOR AND BUILDER.

RESIDENCE—Cor. Toulme and State

Contracts taken for small and large
Jobs. Estimates made free, and
plans and designs cheerfully furn-
ished. A liberal share of patron-
age solicited. Oreders left a Gor-
debied’s Drug Store wUI receive
eroma* tttouUoß,

THE COMET—IS IT HALLEY’S? WAS HAL-
LEY’S COMET THE STAR OF

BETHLEHEM?

By Rev. Dr. F. P F. Duff, , Christ Church,
Bey St Louis, Kits.

For som time past th> re bas appeared in the
western sky one uf h. h av-nly visitants
known as comets, which nav - given much room
for speculation to astronomers, chemists and
theologians. Comets have given rise in all ages
to the wildest fears as well as to the wildest
speculations. To the superstitious they have
presented endless themes for evil, and to
preachers of a certain type, in the not very re-
mote past, they have afforded illustrations of
the awful torments of the lost. According to
these teachers of the people, the comet offered
most potent arguments for the location of hell
and the terrible miseries of the doomed sinners.
And In the present day. wh.cn it is the delight of
mankind to hear from the lips of certain guides
that there is no such thing as a place of future
punishment, It will do these “elect" no harm to
learn that their forefathers were assured, and
most fully believed, that the comets presented
to the then minds a reality of the In-
tensest sufferings endured in these abodes of
torments. According to this view", hell was a
place of extremes. When the comet was at
perihelion, the fires of the sun shriveled up the
victims of this awful punishment with a heat so
intense as to make liquid billows of adamantine
rocks; and then, when the comet rushed with a
mighty velocity through the intense cold of
space to aphelion, there was “weeping and
gnashing of teeth”. And thus the lost souls
dwelt in never-ending extremes of heat and
cold.

We pride ourselves in these days on views of
God’s goodness, and upon our better under-
standing of scientific facts, until we have - hit-
tied down the justice of God to a vanishing
point, and have provided a heaven for the worst
and most unrepentant of sinners—providing a
heaven which to the “unrogenerate” would be a
veritable hell not much better than the comet
hells of our forefathers.

To the contemplative mind, how'ever, the
comets give much food for thought. How are
they formed ? how long do they last ? what be-
comes of them in the end ? ad such like ques-
tions. To such questions answers have been
given that satisfy, at least, the scientific mind.
The late Professor Green, of Oxford University,
in a little work entitled “The Birth and Growth
of Worlds”, gives a very reasonable and fasci-
nating theory of the birth or formation of comets
and all worlds suns, stars, planets, moons.
Throughout the infinity of space there is a sub-
stance to which the name of ether is given. Out
of this ether there is elaborated by natural law-
atoms and molecules, which, by chemical combi-
nation, produce the matter of all worlds. This
substance, In the process of natural evolution,
is found in all the stages of matter known to us
at the present time. Two of these stages, at
least, are witnessed in every comet—the gase-
ous in the tail, and the solid and, perhaps, the
liquid In the nucleus. When thus formed, com-
ets sweep around the sun in parabolas, and, at
stated intervals, the length of which is readily
calculated by mathematicians, will reappear at
the same point in space in which their first ap-
pearance was noted. This is called their perio-
dicity, or periodic time. One of the most nota-
ble comets is that which is called “Halley’s
Comet”. When this comet appeared in 1692 the
astronomer Halley noticed tho coincidence of its
orbit (its revolution round the sun) with that of
former comets, and concluded that the several
apparitions were but different appearances o f
the same comet. After patlenl calculation, he
ascribed to it a periodicity of about 77 years,
and predicted that it would return in the year
1759, which it did.

When the present comet appeared, It was pro-
nounced to be a return of Halley’s Comet, but
upon no solid basis, so far as my knowledge
goes. To calculate the periodic time of a comet
with absolute precision is ne easy mathemati-
cal feat; and 1 am not aware that such calcula-
tion has been yet made. In fact, eminent astro-
n nors of both hemispheres have attempted
such calculations, and no two of those I have
consulted agree upon the same mean periodic
time. Becket (Lord Grimthorpe) gives 76.4,
Christie (late astronomer royal of England),
76.4; Lockyer (perhaps the highest authority on
comets and meteorites), 74; Forbes, ofEngland
(propounder of the theory that Halley’s Comet
was the Star ofBethlehem), 75.8; Newcomb (an
American astronomer, second to none), 75.1;
Serviss (a popular American astronomical
writer, who adopted Forbes’theory), 70. Here
are six authorities (accepted astronomers), and
each,one gives a different periodic time for Hal-
ley’s Comet; and the periodicity of the Comet is
crux of the whole matter, so that we may well
ask. Is the comet Halley’s ‘8 Halley’s periodicity
was 77 years.

And if Halley’s, was it the Star of Bethlehem ?

as Forbes, of England, and Serviss. of America,
asserted, and wrote so much about. The theory
was received and discussed by learned men on
both sides of the Atlantic, with general approval.
And it wr as so novel to find present-day scien-
tific men giving the full weight oftheir authority
to the truth of the Bible narrative, namely, that
a “star” did appear at the birth cf Jesus Christ,
and led the “wise men” to Jerusalem, that theo-
logians accepted the statement wltnout investi-
gation (what a wonderful tribute to authority!).
The wide acceptance of this theory shows the
credulity of men. And he credulity of the as-
tronomers Is the more laughable part. Indeed,
the credulity of some scientists is marvelous!
Anything within their own line of Investigation
is accepted on the flimsiest basis. This credu-
lity is only paralleled by their incredulity in the
domain of theology. Both attitudes of mind
present an interesting psychological study.
This is now-here more vividly portrayed
than in the last new theory of the Star of Beth-
lehem, which, a few years ago, occupied the
Biblico-scientiflc minds of the two hemls; heres.

Mr. David Forbes, an English astronomer,
propounded the theory that the Star of Bethle-
hem that guided the magi (the wise men”) to
Jerusalem was some other than the famed comet
of Halley. Mr. Forbes claimed that a comet
which appeared in B. C-15, which he contended
was Halley’s, was the star” that the magi saw
burning in the western sky in their far-off east-
ern home. Professor Garrett Serviss, a well
known American astronomer, took up Forbes’
theory and gave it all the weight of his authority.
The theory, therefore, created a stir of excite-
ment in the Biblico-scientiflc centers of England
and America, and thousands of readers, relying
upon the scientific accuracy of these astrono-
mers, accepted the theory without further in-
quiry; and it may be that in several parts of
both countries there are men accepting such
statements more implicitly than the Gospel nar-
rative itself, who are showing their ‘Tittle learn-
ing” to open-mouthed auditors, as they dilate
upon the age of the present comet, unaware of |
the poet’s criticism that “a little learning is a
dangerous thing”. Yet, it is a theory that will
not bear investigation. It is founded on no sure
basis of scientific, historical, or Biblical facts. :
Its refutation will serve the best interests of |
truth, and, perhaps, lead men and women to !
think for themselves and examine the Scriptural .
statements more thoroughly than they have |
hitherto done. The theory, however, is not i
without a certain fascination. Briefly stated, it
is this:

The magi, in their far-off eastern home, are
watching the western sky for the “star” of the
great potentate, which was very generally ex-
pected to be born at this time in the land of the
fish (Pisces), the twelfth sign of the Zodiac), to
which Khinakl—the ancient name of Palestine
or Judea—was assigned by the old astronomers.
The old astronomers divided the Zodiac into
twelve parts. The Zodiac is a belt of the heav-
ens eight degrees on either side of the ecliptic
(the sun’s apparent path through the heavens),

within which the major planets rise and set.
Suddenly thepe “wise men” perceive in the
western sky an apparition which, night by night,
bums with a steady, increasing light, till, at last,
it bursts into a blaze of effulgence,
tis the ‘-Star ofJacob”! they exclaim, quoting

the words of Balaam’s prophecy (Numbers,
xxiv-17), and forthwith set off for the land of
Judea.

It took the wise men some months to cross the
4eeert, la the meeatu&e, the epperttioo diea^

peared; for the comet had reached perihelion
(the point nearest to the sun) and was lost to
sight in the blaze of sunlight. But the magi
still journeyed westward, and, by the time they
reached Jerusalem, the comet had emerged from
the solar light on its outward travels through
space and once more shone in the midnight sky
In all its’ wondrous glory. By the time the
magi reached the Holy City, the comet had as-
cended to the zenith, and apparently “stood over
the place” where “The Infant Redeemer was
laid”. Yes! it is beautiful, like the mirage of
the desert, through which the magi had passed;
and just as unreal.

Professor Serviss says of this theory, ‘ it is
the most satisfactory attempt that has been
made to explain what is called ‘The Star of
Bethlehem’ by the aid of known facts”. But is
it ? One would think that Kepler’s theory, sup-
ported, as it was, by such men as Ideler and
Wieseler, that the conjunction of the planets
Mars, Jupiter (and Saturn afterward), whose
lights appeared as if but one. was the Star of
Bethlehem, and was propounded by “the aid of
known facts”.

In one matter Serviss, however, differs from
Forbes, viz. in the periodicity of Halley’s Comet.
Serviss makes it 76 years, whereas Forbes gives
it as 75.8. Apparently.it is as hard to find the
“unanimous consent” of the astronomers in the
matter of the periodic time of Halley’s Comet as
it is to find “the unanimous consent of the
Fathers” in things theological.

Here is a little problem for the school chil-
dren to work out, as to whether the present
comet is Halley’s or not, and, if Halley’s , is it
the Star of Bethlehem? Professor Serviss, to
fortify this and make it his own, says: “Now,
the old records, Chinese and Roman, show that
there was a great comet blazing in the heavens
in the year 11 B. C. By adding successively 70
years we find a series of dates, which
scries leads us straight up to the year 1682, when
Halley saw the comet.” But it doesn’t. Let the
school boy or girl follow out the professor’s in-
structions. According to him the first appear-
ance of Halley’s comet we have to note is B. C.
11, which we may call No. 1. The appearance
of No. 2 was in A. D. 65. Let me make this per-
fectly plain. The periodic time is, according to
Leviss, 76 years. Had it appeared in A. D. 0,
that Is, the close of B, C. 1 and beginning of A.
D. l’, it would have returned in A. D. 76. But
the comet Serviss speaks of appeared in B. C. 11,
and must, therefore, have returned in A. D. 05;
for 11 B. C. must be subtracted from 76 to get
the date of first appearance in A. D 76 years—-
-11 B. C.=65 A. D., which is apparition No. 2.
Then No. 2 will be A. D. 65 and 76=A. D. 141.
No. 4 will be A. D. l-il and 76=217; and so on to
the twenty-third apparition, which brings us to
the year 1671, not 1682, when the comet did really
appear. In other words, Mr. Serviss is out sev-
eral years in his calculation. As 1071 A.D was not
the date of Halley’s comet, neither was 11 B.
C. the date of any previous apparition of this
particular comet.

But we can look at the date In another way—-
by the modus of subtraction, and not of addi-
tion. The one definite matter upon which, with-
out any uncertainty, we can base our reasoning
is that It appeared in A. D. 1682. Proceed, now,
by subtraction of 76 years successively, and we
shall find that Serviss is in error by several
years, thus: 1682—76=1603. But 1606—76=1530.
Again 1530-76=1454,and so on down to the 23rd
subtracter, when we also arrive at a grave er-
ror. But let each one try it for himself or her-
self, when it will be found that the little exer-
cise in simple addition and subtraction will be
profitable, and every boy and girl will have the
satisfaction of proving an astronomer to be in er-
ror. Foster, of England, however, having fixed
the apparition of Halley’s Comet in B. C. 15. is in
more glaring error than Serviss; and these er-
rors cn th part of twoastronomers are fatal to
the theory that the Star of Bethlehem was Hal -

ley’s Comet.
That, however, Is but one of the fatalities.

The well-known astronomer Herschel states
that of the thirty-six periodic comets.known in .
his day the periodic times of five of them were
between 70 and 80 years. Therefore, if it could
be shown that there are comets whose return
synchronized with 11 B. C.. or 15 B. C., it would
not follow that the apparition in either year was
that of Halley’s. And the comet which has been j
blazing in the Western sky may be any one of ;
these five. That i\is net Halley’s Comet, as has |
been asset ted with tTTat cock-sureness of certain ;
scientists, which Is, however, swallowed with
unquestioning belief by certain minds, is mani- |
fest; for our own Newcomb, an authority that
will uot be gainsaid by any. speaking of the sev-
eral apparitions, declares that “without any
knowledge of the orbits of their bodies, it can- :
not be said with certainty they are identical”.
This alone will prevent the intelligent reader
from adopting the theory that Halley’s Comet
was the Star of Bethlehem.

But, again, there is no proof that comets are
so long-lived (11 B. C.. 1910). Indeed, the con-
trary is the case—comets are short-lived. The
farthest back that Halley’s can be traced, with
any degree of certainty, is 1456. That comets
are not long-lived is very manifest: “The con'
stant evaporation and expulsion of vapor from
comets'* is ample proof that they cannot last
long. “If such a comet as Halley’s had re-
turned to perihelion a hundred thousand times,
all its volatile matter must long ago have evapo-
rated” (Newcomb). Asa signal proof of the
short lives of comets. Biela’s may be instanced-
This comet was observed by him In 1826. It
had been observed in 1805 and 1772. Ip Janu-
ary, 1848, it was found to be divided into two.
In 1852, the separation was far greater than
in 1546. It has never been seen since. “Total
dissolution” has been its lot, and that in less
than 100 years,

Out pro# nsre% Tat oooaotttoa that tea
-5 ■ . .. . ■. . ' ' , -—' v ■ .

been established between comets and meteors
may be cited as a final proof of the short lives
of comets. The meteors of August and No-
vember are disintegrated parts of Temple’s
Comet, and the second of 1866. “The connection
between the two (meteors and comets) has

been conclusively demonstrated. Comets are
but swarms of meteorites.”—(Lockyer). “In
round nugibers about 500 comets visible to the
naked eye, have been recorded sihee our era.“—
(Newcomb. As the average of new comets
amounts to “one every four years.”, where are
all the old ones? The answer is, they no longer
exist as comets.

Halley’s Comet is due in the near future, But.
it will probably be very greatly dimmed, or,
like Biela’s Comet, it may never return as a
comet. “At its last appearance, In 1835, the
comet was, by no means, so striking an object as
on former occasions; it appears to have lost
much of its glory”. (Christie, Astronomer
Royal of England.) Thus, then, the statement
that Halley’s Comet was the Star of Bethlehem
was wholly discredited. But Igo further and
say that the star of Bethlehem could not have
been a comet, even though it couid have been
proved that there was a comet blazing in the
Western sky the night of the Nativity and
months afterwards.

The theory has not even the novelty of origi-
nality to plead In its behalf, but was either
adopted from one of the great Fathers of the

Church without acknowledgment, or else put
forth in sublime ignorance that it was pro-
pounded and discredited many centuries ago.
The celebrated Father of the primitive church.
Oregon (born A. D. 185; died 254) propounded
the theory about ITCJ years ago that the Star of
Behlehem was a cornet. The theory, however,
found no acceptance in his day, nor could all
the weight of his great name establish it as an
accepted explanation of the remarkable phe-
nomenon of the Nativity in subsequent ages.

And for good reasons, In the age of the Na-
tivity, afer, and before, comets were regard-
ed as evil omens—sure precursors of some
great calamity messengers of disaster that

carried dire catastrophies in their train; and
such was the popular belief until comparatively
recent times. Audit must be allowed that oft-
en there was a strange co-incidence between
the appearance of a comet and some great mis-
fortune to certain portions of mankind. There
was a comet in B. C. 65 when Porapey defeated
Methridates. There was a comet in B. C. 44
when Julius Cadsar was assassinated. There
was a comet in A. D. 75 at the destruction of Je-
rusalem. according to Josephus. And others
could be instanced. It is very probable that
comets appeared at frequent intervals between
these dates, for according to Newcomb a comet
appeared visible to the naked eye once every
four years since the Christian era began. And
there is no reason td assume otherwise than that
in the years preceding A. D. comets appeared in
similar ratio; and many of these doubtless syn-
chronized with some great misfortune, or cal-
amity to some portion of mankind. And hence
the universal belief among the natlorfs that com-
ets were omens of evil.

It is inconceivable that God should select, as i
harbinger of the incarnation, a phenomenon that I
was regarded by mankind as the messenger of i
disaster. It is too absurd to suppose that the
Evangelist would be directed to select a sign of
every evil portent, as the symbol of divine love
in the birth of the Messiah. Of all visitants in j
the heavens, natural of miraculous, that which >
would prejudice mankind in general most oi all
against accepting Messiah would be a comet. |
The omen of evil that brought calamity to the
Roman people in the murder of Julius Caesar
would prejudice the Roman world against the
acceptance of the gospel message. A similar
omen of evil that brought such terrible disaster
on Jerusalem, and such unspeakable misery on |
the Jewish people, would naturally prejudice the
Jews against receiving as Messiah Him whose
birth was heralded by such a sign of the worst
disasters, It is inconceivable, 1 say, that God
would select this most detested and feared of
all heavenly phenomena, a comet, regarded by ;
the whole world at that date, as an omen of
war, assassination rapine, and every kind of
calamity, as the star of the “prince of peace”
that heralded “good will toward men.”

Therefore we conclude that Halley’s comet
was not the Star of Bethlehem. And moreover
we cast strong doubt upon the present comet as
being an apparition of Halley’s; if only for two
reasons—(a) that the orbit or Halley's comet was
not known to astronomers according to our own
Newcomb, and until this is settled, it is useless
to say what of the several comets whose “perio-
dicity is from 70 to 80 yearo.” (Herschel) is or
isnat Hailey’s.

Lent, 1910.
[Since the above was partly written. Professor

Edwin Booth, California, has issued the sensa-
tional statement that, if the earth pass through

the tail of the comet, “there may be extermi-
nation of all animal life on this earlh”.

In a future number an article on this subject
by Rev. Dr. Duffy will appear, in which St.

Peter’s statement that the destruction of the

world, and all that is in it, will be “by lire”,

and not by cyanogen gas, will be shown to be
the more correct scientific view.]

Wii1 T. McDonald Carl Marshall
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