
m[Out OrThe OfeDiMarj
China’s Letter of Thanks
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From China came recently to the American Red Cross an official letter
of thanks for relief sent to the famine sufferers. It is six feet square and of
red silk. Translated, the inscription in the center reads: “You have sup-
plied a multitude of our people with provisions;" on the right: ‘♦To the
Chinese and foreign relief associations;" on the left: “Respectfully presented
by Yushi, representing the municipal bureau of the city for the relief of
famine sufferers of the Mengchen district."

STRENGTH OF THE INSECTS
When one Is asked to name the

strongest animal he generally begins
with elephants as the largest, and con-
tinue with oxen, horses, and on down
through creatures of lesser size. But
for real strength proportionate to size,
one must go to the insect world. A
man’s strength is absurdly small com-
pared with that of an insect. The bee
tie will carry 500 times its own weight
on its back. To be proportionately
strong a man would have to lift 75,00C
or 100,000 pounds, a weight which
only the biggest steel freight care
carry. If a man were placed under f
box containing five times his weight
he would be held there indefinitely.
But to hold a beetle down the boi
would have to be 1,800 times as heavy

as the beetle.

KENTUCKY’S YOUNG MOTHEF
The youngest mother in Kentucky

is Mrs. Kate Fields, of Georgetown.
She is thirteen years old, and the
grandmother of her new born daugh-
ter is just thirty.

TAME DECOY FOR VULTURES
The Tibetans of the upper Mekong

valley have an interesting method ot
catching vultures, the feathers of
which are used for making fans. They
fasten tame vultures to stone pedes-
tals near the cliffs where the wild
birds live, and when the latter are
sighted one or two of the decoys are
loosed and the men hide in huts. Near
the pedestals a heap of carrion has
been placed in a rough wooden cage,
so constructed that it is difficult for
the birds to make away with a piece
bodily, though it is easy enough to get
at; they therefore hop clumsily round
the cage, pecking and tearing furious-
ly at the stinking morsels, in full view
of the savage birds above. The car
rion is the bait, the tame vultures
are the decoy. No sooner do the wild

birds see what is going on than dowT c
they swoop to join in the tussle foi
tit-bits. The trained birds, incensec
with their unbidden guests, imme
diately try conclusions with them, and
in the dust and turmoil of the gory en-
counter out rush the men from am-
bush and the wild birds are either
killed or captured.

MAYOR AS A LIFEBOATMAN
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Councillor R. T. Thornton of East-
bourne, England, is not only mayor of
his city but also is an active member
of the local lifeboat crew. That crew
has been very busy saving lives of
late, one of their recent exploits be-
ing the rescue of twenty-one of the
passengers and crew of the P. and O.
liner Oceana at Peachy Head.

WERE MAYAS BABYLONIANS?
The towers and pyramids built by

the Mayas, the ancient civilized in-
habitants of Mexico, who flourished
before the Aztecs, are the greatest
wonders of antiquity in America.

An interesting theory, now strong-
ly held by scientists and scholars of
the Smithsonian Institution, is that
the Mayas are descended from the an-
cient people of Babylon who were dis-
persed over the face of the earth aft-
er the capture of that famous city by
Cyrus.

If this be so. then the ancient Mayas
built the tower of Babel of the Bible,
and those inhabitants of the earth
were in a sense Americans. This view
Is confirmed in a great degree by the
extraordinary resemblance between
the mined towers and pyramids of
Babylonia and those built by the
Mayas in Yucatan. In addition to this
there is other evidence that the Mayas
came from somewhere in Asia.

The tower of Babel was the largest
one of many a similar structure of
pyramidal shape In Babylon which
w’ere crowned with temples. But
where (he ancient Assyrians con-
structed scores of such terraced tow-
ers the Mayas built thousands, many
of them of huge size and of substan-
tially the same pattern—likewise up-
holding temples on their platform
summits.

According to the Maya legend,
Xelhuc, one of the seven giants who

POLITENESS CAR IS LATEST
A “politeness car” is the newest in-

novation on the Northwestern Elevat-
ed railway, Chicago. The carrier
made its first appearance the other
night and startled many patrons be-
tween the downtown district and
Evanston. Along the aisles on either
side is a line of enameled posts, from
floor to ceiling. Each passenger is
wedged In between two of these up-
rights. This leaves no chance for a
passenger to be Jostled against by his
neighbor, whether standing or sitting.
Officials of the road say the new ar-
rangement will encourage politeness
among passengers. The uprights are
also expected to be a relief to the
strap-hanging patron.

WORLD’S RECORD BEARD
Beards are not as fashionable now

as they were thirty years ago, but
there is a man Jn North Dakota who
hae a growth which is probably a
world's record, lians N. Langsetn, a
native of Norway, possesses & grwwth
of eleven feet six leches of bea-nful

survived the deluge, erected a pyra-
midal tower of enormous height for
the purpose of storming heaven. But
the offended gods destroyed the lan-
guages of the builders.

The pyramids of Yucatan are square
or rectangular in shape. Some are
nearly one hundred feet high, and the
largest is more than five hundred feet
square They have sloping sides,
some are nearly vertical, and many
rise in steps. Faced with stone and
dressed smooth or plastered and em-
bellished with sculptures, they are as-
cended by steep stairways on one or
more sides. The interior mass Is of
earth and stones, or of stones and
mortar In some cases the slopes were
filled in to a smooth slant.

The loftiest is the pyramid of El
Castillo, or the Castle, at Chichen Itza,
which is of tfie stepped type. The
largest and most imposing is the so-
called governor’s palace, at Uxmal,
which stands on a natural elevation
artificially*heightened by stone blocks
and rising in three terraces. It Is
considered by ethnologists the most
important prehistoric structure in
America. The building. 320 feet long.
40 feet deep and 26 feet high, is cov-
ered with a njjarvelous elaboration of
sculpture, one belt of which, ten feet
wide, running entirely around the pal-
ace. contains 20,000 stones, nearly ev-
ery one of them a separate work of
art.

From Money Plates to Guns
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Thousands of steel plates, dies, and rolls, from which millions of dollars
in money and stamps have been made, have just been converted into 40,000
pounds of gun metal at the government’s melting pot at the navy yard, Wash-
ington. Each year at the bureau of engraving and printing large numbers of
the plates, rolls and dies which are used in making currency become so worn
as to be unfit for further use. A committee of three is appointed by the sec-
retary of the treasury to examine all pieces in the bureau and to mark such
pieces as are worn out. The committee also supervises the destruction of
them.

wavy whiskers, which has been culti-
vated with care and pride for thirty-
six years and has been increasing in
length at the rate of almost four
Inches per annum. Mr. Langseth
claims that instead of being a hin-
drance, this facial adornment Is of
real value, making an excellent chest
protector in cold weather and warding
off the chill blasts of the Dakota win-
ters.

TO PREVENT HAIL STORMS

A theory has been advanced by
scientists that hail is caused by elec-
tricity in the clouds. A practical test
of Its truth will be made in the next
four years at the Eiffel tower in Paris.
Almost at the summit of the tower
has been placed a group of points that
resemble a huge garden rake. They
are bound together with bands of pure
copper, and a heavy copper band leads
to a tank of water in the ground.
During the summer this apparatus, it
is hoped, will prove the practicability
of the idea, but three or four years
will probably be required before it is

possible to place an exact estimate on
the true value of the system.

MAKING PERSIAN BEAUTIES
“Great care is taken that the Per-

sian girl shall conform to the recog-
nized standard of beauty, which re-
quires her to have a cypress waist, a
full moon face, gazelle eyes and eye-
brows that meet,” says a traveler.
“Her eyes, brows and hair must be
black as night, her lips, cheeks and
gums as red as blood, her skin and
teeth as white as almonds and her
back, limbs and fingers long. If these
conditions are naturally absent, they
are supplied, as far as possible, by
art. Persian women are always paint-
ed, their eyes darkened with khol and
their fingers stained with henna.”

METHUSELAH IN IRELAND
A venerable Hibernian who had at

tained the great age of 117 years and
six months, has just passed away at
Moneyquld, Killeigh, King s county,
Ireland.

ANTS AID CORN-ROOT LOUSE
Little Brown Insects Care for In-

jurious Aphis Because of Liking
for "Honey Dew."

(By R- L- WEBSTER.)

If you notice your corn plants
dwarfing in patches over the field and
the leaves of such plants turning yel-
low or a reddish color, look carefully

around the base of the stalks for ant

bills. If numerous ant hills are found,
you may conclude that the corn-root
louse is sucking the juice from the
corn roots, weakening the stalks and
consequently reducing the yield.

It is the presence of the ants that
is the Interesting part of the story.

The root aphis secretes a sweet sub-

Winged and Wingless Corn-Root
Louse.

stance, known as "honey dew7 ,’’ of
which the ants are very fond. For
this reason the root lice are very w7ell
cared for by the ants, and especially
by one kind of ant known as the "lit-
tle brown ant.” In the fall the ants
take the eggs of the root aphis down
into their nests and keep them there
throughout the winter. The next
spring, when the egsg hatch, the ants
place the young root lice on the roots
of the common smartweed, or some
other common weed, where the lice
begin to feed. Later on. if the ground
be planted to corn, the ants transfer
the root lice from the weeds to the
corn roots.

So the ants care for the root aphis,
and in order to fight the root aphis
the farmer must fight the little brown
ant.

A deep, thorough stirring of the soil
on old corn ground will tend to re-
duce injury by the root louse. This
stirring of the soil breaks up the
nests and scatters the ants. Conse-
quently the ants cannot give the lice
the proper care. The burrows of these
ants do not often reach to a depth of
more than six inches. If the ground
is stirred at that depth, the attempts
of the ants to recover their property
and reconstruct their nests are ren-
dered largely fruitless.

FARM CART IS QUITE HANDY
Little Vehicle, Useful for Great Many

Purposes. Is Set on Two Dis-
carded Buggy Wheels.

The illustration shows a side view7
of our hand cart which we have used
for ten years. It is on buggy wheels
which are high and yet the box is low
down, writes C. R. Bashore In the
Farm and Home. The axle is an old
buggy axle bent as shown at b. The
box. a. is about four fet long and two
feet high. It can be used for many

Handy Farm Cart.

purposes and the box can be made
any length and height desired. The
shoe at c, made of heavy scrap Iron,
keeps the box level when the cart is
at rest. Two hardwood handles, and,
should be bolted on to push or draw
the cart.n

Catalpa Fence Posts.
Catalpa speclosa is a good tree. It

makes a post sometimes in eight
years, sometimes in ten. We have so
many better trees, however, that w 7e
don’t have to fall back on the catalpa,
says a writer in the Ohio Farmer.
I have tried a little catalpa to see
what It would do. In some sections
w7e have chosen the white oak. In
South Georgia we have an excellent
post, when we can get It, of long leaf
pine. Where we cannot get that, we
have the loblolly pine, and the short
leaf pine can be used if we treat it
with creosote to the amount of 15
cents a post, and It will last 15 to 20
years.

Bacteria for Alfalfa Soil.
Alfalfa needs a certain kind of bac-

teria In the soil to give the best re-
sults. These bacteria live on the
roots of the plants, and give off as a
by-product the nitrogen which the
plant needs. This Is an example of
co-operation in nature.

In the soils where sweet clover has
grown, these bacteria are usually
present. If they are not, it Is some-
times necessary to get soil from some
Celt! where alfalfa is growing, or
some sweet clover soil, and scatter It
over the alfalfa patch. This is called'*
"inoculating the soil.”

“Manure Crop” Equals Corn Value.
For any purpose on the farm, barn-

yard manure is the best fertilizer to
begin with. Some special kinds may
be required afterwards, but it is al-
ways in order. The manure crop of
the United States is equal in value
to the corn crop, according to Dean
F. B. Munford of the Missouri College
of Agriculture.

Growing Vegetables Quickly.
Vegetables to grow quickly and be

tender require a rich soil, either
naturally fertile or made so. If the
soil Is rather sterile it should receive
a coat of well-rotted manure each fall
after everything is removed.

Life of the Bee.
The life of a bee during the busy

season is very short. Often during
the honey season they do not live
longer than six or eight weeks

PRETTY FLOWERS IN GARDEN
Great Beauty end Fragrance of Sweet

Peea Make Them Moat Popular—
Muat Have Support.

Sweet pea vines moat have good
support. Brush branches suit them
better than anything else, but these
are not always easy to get A good
substitute for brush is very coarse
meshed wire netting.

As soon as the plants begin to
bloom begin to cut from them. The
more blossoms you cut off the more
you will have. If care is taken to
remove the blossoms as soon as they
begin to fade, the plants will continue
to bloom until frost comes; but if
seed is allowed to ripen, you Will have
but few 7 flowers during the latter part
of the season.

In cutting sweet peas give the flow-
ers as long stems as possible. Never
crowd them in vase or bowTl. Just
bunch them loosely in the hand, and
then drop them into whatever is to
hold them, give It a shape, and 10,
your flowers wrill have arranged them-
selves to perfection.

No garden should be without some
sweet pea vines. The great beauty
and fragrance of the blossoms make
them one of the most popular of flow-
ers.

POSTS KEPT FROM SPREADING
Cumbersome Braces Done Away With

by Connecting Rod Placed Be-
neath Surface of Earth.

Gate posts may be kept parallel ver-
tically, without cumbersome braces,
by connecting them beneath the sur-
face of the earth with a long rod.
When setting the posts, small rocks
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Bolt Under Ground Between Posts.

or bricks should be packed tightly on
the inside of the lower ends, says a
writer In the Popular Mechanics. This
construction will make a substantial
brace, which will be out of sight and
will effectively prevent the posts from
spreading.

FIGHT LITTLE MELON APHIS
Best Way to Fight Pest Is to Burn

Infested Vines Where They Are
—Same for Cucumbers.

Melon growers around Rocky Ford,
Colo., where canteloupes are grown
extensively, find that the best way to
fight melon aphis is to burn the In-
fested vines just where they are. At
least every other day they get over
their patch of vines and look for the
very dark green color and swollen,
watery appearance of the leaves of
the plants. A little later the leaves
and vines take on a black, powdery
cast that no one can mistake. The
leaves curl under, but do not begin
to wilt sometimes for days.

By keeping careful watch and de-
stroying the plants as they show the
presence of aphis, one can usually
control the pest. Scatter straw over
the infested hill and burn at once.
To attempt to carry the vines to the
edge of the field will simply spread
the insect.

After burning a hill keep careful
watch over adjoining hills, to see that
the Insects have not spread. Of
course, the same treatment is recom-
mended for cucumbers.

Spraying Cucumbers.
A horticultural authority says that

spraying muskmelons and cucumbers
with Bordeaux mixture is not an ab-
solute preventive of the dreaded
blight, but It helps to hold the disease
in check. It must be remembered
that spraying is a preventive measure,
and not a cure, so that the first ap-
plication should be made about the
time the plants begin to throw out
runners.

Several applications should be made
before it Is impossible to drive
through the fields. Four pounds of
copper sulphate, six pounds of slaked
lime and fifty gallons of water Is a
desirable formula for this purpose.

When to Spray Potatoes.
In general, commence spraying pota-

toes when the plants are six or eight
Inches high, and repeat the treatment
at intervals of ten to fourteen days In
order to keep the plants well covered
with Bordeaux throughout the season

Carden
Farm Notes

Give the earth good seed to work
with.

A silo built of concrete will pre-
serve silage well.

Truck farming in this country is
not yet being overdone.

Rye may be cut for hay and used
for all classes of livestock.

Most experienced melon pickers can
tell a ripe melon from the looks.

Plant enough lima beans for home
use. They are healthy and delicious

A bushel of wheat weighs, on the
average, 60 pounds, and oats from 38
to 40.

The tool which usually follows the
plow In the course of tillage is the
harrow.

A ten-cent bolt now may save a dol-
lar’s worth of time when the rush of
work comes.

With the exception of the plow, the
harrow Is perhaps the oldest of tillage
instruments.

There is no reason why potatoes
should not be cultivated with a riding
corn cultivator.

Frequent stirring of the soil is said
to be a good preventive of rust form-
ing on the cultivator.

A liberal application of ashes to the
soil where cabbage plants are grown
is a preventive of clump root
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THE world-over Alpine societies
have prepared their itineraries
for the year, and this article
will have reference to some of
the more important projects

outlined by the various sections of the
great Swiss Alpine club, writes John
Ritchie. Jr., in the Boston Transcript.

The homes of Its many sections are
in the midst of the snowy mountains
and with important peaks within easy
striking distance and a wealth of
guides, professional and amateur, to
lead the parties and three-quarters of
a hundred club huts and hotels in
which the members have some mat-
ters in the way of precedence, there
is little wonder that not less than four
or five hundred ascents are planned
for the current year. Each one of the
sixty or sixty-five sections has its own
Itinerary, sonfle of them, the least am-
bitious. with half a dozen trips
planned, while the most important
ones have in general a trip In each
month of the year.

Bachtel and Berne are the sections
that this year present the most im-
posing outlinings of the trips, the lat-
ter with no less than 17 in its itiner-
ary and the former with 14. two of the
peaks at 8,000 feet, five others above
9,500 and one of these, the Wetter-
horn, rising to above 12,000 feet alti-
tude. The Berne section began its
walks with a ski tour In January to
the Abendberg and a month later to
Selibuhl. The March outing was to
Hochwacht above the Langenthal and
a fortnight ago there was a climb to
Beichlen.

High Climbing in June.
May has three items on the list,

Sommerau, in the westerly extension
of the Jura mountains, not far from
Basle, on May 12; four days later a

iolnt meeting with the clubs of central
Switzerland in the Oberland, and to-
wards the end of the month, May 26-
27, a Whitsunday trip in the Jura in
the vicinity of Doubs.

In June the higher climbing begins
with the Dent de Brenlaire (7,743
feet) among the northern foothills of
the Bernese Oberland. July. August
and September have two ascents each,
early in the first-named month, the
Suleck (8.013 feet) in the ranges to
the west of Lauterbrunnen. while July
20-21 will be devoted to the ascent of
the Dolden horn (nearly 12,000 feet)

in the Kander region. The early Au-
gust trip, 2-4, will lie to Monte Rosa

and In the middle of the month to the
Hangendlescherhorn. September will
open with a join excursion of this sec-
tion and that of Basle to the Chas-
seral (5,330 feet) and October. No-
vember and December will have each
of them a trip to some less important

mountain top.
The Bachtel section began its good

work for the year on January 7 with
a reunion with neighboring sections
on the Bachtel. one of the minor ele-
vations of less than 4.000 feet over-
looking the lake of Zurich, and in
February there were ski tours to
neighboring heights. On May 27
there will be a “family party” to a
lesser peak near the lake of Zurich,

and in June the heavier work begins.

June 2 or 9 it will be the Stenalpbrisen
(7,900) and June 23 or 30 the trip will
be to the Claridenstock (10.700 feet)

In the ranges just south of the lake of
Lucerne, Piz Rotondo, r. couple of
hundred feet lower, one of the St.
Gothard mountains, is the task for
July, while within the first two weeks
of August the Wetterhorn at above
12.000 and Glarnisch are alternatives,
the club uniting again on August 18
or 25 on the Piz Platta, above 11.000
feet In the Splugen region. Septem-
ber, and the three following months,
offer less important climbs, being
respectively Hochwang, Kopfenstock.
Regelstein. and Etzel, the latter
of the height of" one of the Sand-
wich peaks in the White mountains,
and offering no extended view and be-
ing but half an hour above a com-
fprtable inn suggests rather the sports
of the ski than real Alpine work.

Joint Trips Planned.
These two itineraries may serve as

a sample to show the kind of moun-
tain climbing it is that forms the
summer amusement of so many of the
Swiss clubs. There Is a continual set-
ting forth of excursion parties, large-
ly over Sundays, in every part of the
country, the comparative smallness
of Switzerland giving to every club
the opportunity to carry its climbing
into any part of the mountains and
affording the chances of a number
of join' trips.

T* t-, -> t number of joint trips.

the clubs of central Switzerland form-
ing one group In the Oberland and
another gathering being of the east-
ern sections. Section Aarau has in
its itinerary Todi. Diablerets, Monch
and IJrlrothstock with a trip in which
the women are to join on November 3
at Zeglingen which will be an excur-
sion with the Limlenberg section. The
Basle is to have July 5-7 a three-day

climb in the Goschenen mountains,
two nights in huts, one of them the
Trifft cabin, with intervening climbs
to the Sustenhorn (11,500 feet) and
the Thieralpllslock. coming down to
Meiringen. The Ulumisalp section will
join with Oberland sections in a meet-
ing at Interlaken on May 16. and in
August will aseend the always difficult
Finsteraarhorn. the highest peak in
its district. The Chaux-de-Fonds sec-
tion, the seat of which is but a short
distance from Lake Neuchatel in the
very heart of the Juras, has a pro
gram for the year of no less than 25
(rips, largely in its own territory. The
Wildstrubel, the Aiguille du Tacnl in
the Chamouni district, (he Grand©
Fourche and Velan are in its list of
the higher and more distant, summer
trips. The Grindelwald section, as
might be expected from its remark-
able location, has a series of Important
outings in which the Jungfrau rail-
way is an important factor. The mem-
bers will attend the general meeting

in Interlaken in Way, in June its trip
will be to (he Guggi hut along the
plateau of the Monch and In July

from the Jungfraujoch station down
the great Aletsch glacier to the Con-
cordia hut, returning by the way of
the Finsteraarhorn.

GOSSIP IS DANGEROUS BEINC
She is Not Type of Woman One Woulc

Care to Know and Love and
Clirvg To.

Do you know the sort of woman that
makes a retail counter of herself for
all the evil she hears? Disagreeable,
horrid and common, isn’t she?

She is the one whose tongue trern- ,
hies with eagerness to tell the petty,
harmful malicious thing. She is not
the type of woman that you care to
know and love and cling to.

It is one fo the glaring sarcasms of
life to see with what complacency sha)

low women of this type skim the sur-
face of a tragedy and think they have
sounded its depths.

The world is filled with sensitive
souls who cannot throw off the dis-
piriting effects of the unjust words of
those who have no better occupation
than to gossip. Murderers are hanged
and thieves imprisoned, but those who
make it a practice to scatter seeds of
distrust to take the mental ginger out
of one's makeup, who try to suffocate
the optimism that is in every good,
healthy heart, so scot free, apparently

Give these gossips no thought. Do
not shed a Single silly, stupid tear over
what those retailers of trouble say.
Don’t take the trouble to hate them
for you will only bring down on your
own head the effects of evil thought.

Record in Frugality.
A man named Joseph Spitzberger,

who died in a Vienna hospital recent-
ly, left a fortune of over $500,000 to
the Jewish community for the erec-
tion of a children's hospital. Spitz-
berger was formerly the cashier at a
mill. He acquired his weath by the
utmost parsimony. He lived in a
small garret which was never heated
or lighted, as he always went to bed
at dusk. His meals were stale bread
and tea without sugar, eggs and fruit
being rare luxuries. He never smoked
and abstained from drinking w’ine or
boer. He never rode in a tramcar or
made excursions, and he never saw
the inside of a theater. His greatest
parsimony probably was that he never
bought a newspaper, but got his news
by reading the sheets posted outside
the newspaper offices. He mended
his shabby second-hand clothes him-

,

self and was his own laundress. Thus
he managed to capitalize almost the
whole o' bis income, and increased his
capital by successful speculations.
Even when wealthy he continued to
lead the same frugal life, never spend-
ing a farthing on amusement or things
which he considered unnecessary.

Anti-Vaccinationists Growing.
Vaccination is on the decrease fa, <

England and the army of anti-vacd* .

nators has increased > ■ ,


