
The Reformation
of Oarier

There was no denying that Carter j 
was a trial to his mother.

Mrs. Dibby never had quite become 
reconciled to the astonishing fact that 
her son had grown up a brawny six- 
footer by the time he was 18, with 
large hands and a terrific breadth of 
shoulder. However, she might have 
endured this had ho been neater and 
more orderly, but life to Mrs. Dibby 
meant a constant trotting around after 
Carter, picking tip things and straight
ening the disarray he left in his wake.

“If I did not watch him,” Mrs. Dibby 
would mourn, “that boy just as likely 
as not would wear a gray tie with a 
brown suit, and he never, never brush
es his things! Wrinkles In a coat 
mean less than nothing to him. He is 
absolutely hopeless in a social sense. 
He never will get over being awkward 
and ill at ease in a parlor and he says 
he is bored to death by parties. All he 
cares about is football and baseball 
and scores. That 1 should have such 
a son!”

After 18 years of this it was a be
wildering shock to Mrs. Dibby one day 
to find Iter son standing before his mir
ror scowling at his necktie. That ho 
should even take the trouble to look in 
a glass to tie it was remarkable 
enough, but his plain dissatisfaction 
with the result was epic.

“It looks very nice. Carter,” said It Is 
mother.

Carter began taking off (he blue fie. 
“I think I’ll wear the one with the 
dots,” he murmured, half to himself.

Mrs. Dibby went downstairs rapidly, 
and on arriving in a quiet corner sat 
down abruptly. Carter certainly looked 
rugged and healthy, so after ton min
utes of wondering she decided that ho 
was not going to be ill. Thereupon 
she dismissed the matter from her 
mind. When site found him polishing 
his shoes the next day, however, she 
was startled.

“Docs your head ache, dear?” she In
quired.

“Never felt better. Where’s dad’s 
shoe brush?”

When he came down to dinner that 
night Carter, probably for the first 
time in his life, walked down the stairs
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‘‘N ot a D it.” Said C arte r.

instead of arriving with ;t combinatioa 
of rush und tumble. His father ex
changed glanct s with His mother as 
Carter entered the room.

“Well!” said Carter’s father. "Is  
this really you? That’s right—hold 
your head up like that all the time and 
get rid of that Habit of ducking which 
I’ve spoken to you about so often. 
What are you getting red over it for?”

“Don’t tease him,” protested Carter's 
mother. “You look very nice, Carter.
I believe you’ve really got your hair 
parted straight, too!”

Carter grumbled something inar
ticulate as he attacked hts soup. Oc
casionally ltis parents surveyed ono 
another questioningly. There was a 
strange atmosphere about Carter. 
Some of ltis friends happened in that 
evening and the young man quite dis
tinguished himself as a host.

"He’s changing,” said ltis mother. 
•Rut I don't understand why. It is 
certainly queer. It isn't like Carter!"

When the elder Dibby, glancing at 
lit- son the next evening front over ltis 
paper, caught a remarkable glisten on 
that youth’s hitherto carlessly kept 
finger nails his jaw dropped and he 
bent forward to stare. Later lie ap
proached Mrs. Dibby with a pale and 
evidently troubled face.

•‘Mother,” he whispered, glancing 
back in tlie library to make sure that 
hi<- son did not hear him. “Carter— 
Carter has had his nails manicured! 
Yes, truly!"

That settled it. A startling change- 
had overtaken their son and heir and 
it was theirs to question why—and get 
no answer out of the mocking atmos
phere. Mrs. Dibby was decidedly wor
rit d.

“If there was only a good reason for 
it!" she said, as she went to straight
en Carter’s dressing case and found 
it in neat and appalling order. “It 
seems so queer—and he sent his other 
suit to be pressed this morning!"

She wiped her eyes and stared out 
of the window. As she stared her 
tears dried.

Before her, down on the street came 
Carter, radiating spotless perfection 
as to garb and deep devotion as to 
countenance as ho bent tenderly ovei 
the attractive specimen of femininity 
walking beside him. It was the 17- 
year-old sister of his best chum.

“W ell!” said htg mother. “Well! So 
that explains it! I knew that some
thing ailed Carter! Oh, dear! Now, I 

•suppose I’ve got to go to worrying 
about that!”

A U T H O R IT Y  O N  C H IN A .

P ro f. H ir th  of C olum bia R esident of 
O rien t 27 Years.

New York.—Few students of the 
problems of the far east are better 
qualified till an Prof. Friedrich Hirth 
to speak authoritatively of the pres
ent and the future of China. Before 
he accepted his present post in Col
umbia university six years ago ho had 
occupied a similar one in the Univer
sity of Munich. In his library are 
some 7,000 Chinese hooks, and he is a
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master of both tho written and the 
spoken language of the Chinese.

Hut ho is more titan a mere special
ist and pedant. For 27 years ho was 
a resident of China, having been as
sociated with Sir Robert Hart in the 
customs collections service of Great 
Britain. During that period he came 
into close contact with all classes of 
Chinese, including tho most progres
sive statesmen of tho empire as well 
us many of tHe most conservative of 
the mandarins.

Prof. Hirth sees a bond of peace in 
an alliance between China and the 
United States.

C L A IM S  R IC H  E G Y P T  V A L L E Y .

F. C. W h itehouse in P aris  and N ew  
Y o rk  on Same Day.

Now York.—This is not Kamesos tho 
Firs'. It is the eminent Egyptologist, 
F. (’. Whitchouse, better known as 
Capo Wliitehouse, who through the 
stale dopa; tniont at Washington, lays 
claims to a valley in Egypt, worth 
perhaps $â0,0ti(l,000. Mr. Wliitehouse 
claims this valley was the original 
reservoir for the irrigation of Kgypt, 
and h's ambition is not to make mon
ey out of it, but to set; Kgyptian pros
perity restored by its use.

Mr. Wliitehouse Is probably the.only 
man on earth who can be proved by

iù ïïlO N ’S FIRST M IN T
R A R E  C O IN S  M A Y  B E F O U N D  

W H E N  IT  IS T O R N  D O W N .

Hope T h a t P a trio tic  S en tim en t M a y  

Be Strong Enough to Save T h is , 

the  T h ird  B uild ing Erected  fo r  

G o vernm ent’s Purposes.

Now York.—Many finds of rare 
tal ly United States coins arc expected 
when Uncle Sam’s first mint building, 
in Philadelphia, is torn down. That is, 
provided there is not enough patriotic 
sentiment aroused in the meantime 
to preserve tho establishment which 
answered the purposes of this great 
government when it was in all truth 
un infant republic.

Long before the revolution there 
had been much complaint against Eng
land for not establishing a colonial 
mint in America, and one of the first 
acts of tho newly organized United 
States was to provide for the erection 
of a place at which coins of a definite 
value hearing the stamp of this coun
try could he issued.

The question of the establishment 
of a mint had been widely discussed 
at least ten years before it was filial
ly authorized. Robert Morris on Jan
uary 15, 1782, had recommended a 
plan for American coinage, and early 
in 1782 went so far as to conduct ne
gotiations for such an establishment, 
the old Dutch church, then occupied, 
for a time being under consideration 
as a mint house. Congress on April 
15, 1700, instructed tho president to 
establish a mint and Secretary of tho 
Treasury Alexander Hamilton was di
rected to prepare and report a proper 
plan. This Mr. Hamilton did at the 
next session, and on the strength of 
his report a United States mint was 

; authorized by congress on April 2, 
! 1792

A lot on the east side of Seventh 
street, near Arch, was purchased and

y — • l73z*L °u,.

0

ma

R G .w H i im o u m ,
judicial evidence to have been in Paria 
and New York on the same day. lie : 
was interested in some litigation over 
property in Buffalo and, returning 
from Europe, was startle! to find that 
the Erie county records showed lie 
had appeared personally in New York 
city and abandoned iris claims in the 
■nit on a day when tiie records cl tlie 
French institute will show lie read a 
\ery aide paper on Egypt before that 
institute in Bails.

The matter was laid before the 
bulge who le d certified to Mr. White- 

ms. 's api.'avance in court, but he 
routined i: ;. i ; . nan lit for contempt 

of court —ptninthly on tho theory that 
it is contempt of a Tammany judge 
not to have been in Now York when 

I he certified that you were.

W o rk  Conducive to H ea lth .
The Girls’ Normal school of the City j 

of Mexico reports the year of 1907-’08 
to have been the most successful in | 
its history thus far. Among its eco- ; 
nomic gains it enumerates laundry i 
work. Formerly the monthly expend- 
lture for this item has been something j 

; less than $75, even though the pupils : 
have always done the ironing. Re- 

! cently the school authorities hit upon 
j the plan of putting in stone washing 
; places constructed after the Mexican 

fashion. This innovation not only made 
■ the girls, happy but reduced the laun- 

dry bill to $18 a month. The school 
I physician reports the health of the 

pupils as being much better than ever 
before and attributes it to the exercise 
of washing clothes.

F irs t U n ited  S tates M in t.

an appropriation was made for put
ting up a suitable structure. On this 
lot stood an old stillhouse, and some! 
of the materials in it were sold for 
seven shillings and sixpence. This 
sum, according to an old memoran
dum, David Rittenhouse, the first di
rector of the mint, directed “should he 
laid out for punch in laying the foun
dation stone.”

The cornerstone of the mint was 
laid by Mr. Rittenhouse on July 31, 
1792, the building consisting of a plain 
throe-story brick. Tho first coining 
was done here in the following Octo
ber. In reference to tills coininge 
Washington in his address to congress 
of November 6, 1792, said: “There
has been a small beginning in the 
coinage of half dimes, the want of 
small coinage in circulation calling the 
first attention to them.”

These Half dimes, or “half dismes,” 
as the word is spelled on the coins, 
were said to have been struck from a 
quantity of private plate that Wash
ington had deposited at the mint for 
coinage, and bore on the obverse the 
representation of a female, said to 
have been the portrait of Martha 
Washington. By numismatists these 
early “half dismes” are regarded as 
pattern coins, as the first regular ue- 
rosir1 of silver bullion for coinage, 
judging by the records, was not mad«* 
until July IS. 1794.

The old mint building is now owned 
by Mr. Frank H. Stewart.

Mr. Stewart says that he expects ti- 
teur down the old structure before 
long. He lias no doubt in the process 
a number of interesting coins will 
co ..o to light. He is particularly in
terested In tHo contents of the corner
s'one. which he is certain will he 
found to contain fine specimens of 
ihe early coinage. There is no obtain
able record showing the nature of the 
contents of the cornerstone, but judg
ing by the custom of the period not 
only coins will be found there but 
also important and interesting docu
ments.

Disposition of the cornerstone al
ready has been made. The property 
formerly was owned by a Mr. Cates, 
who provided in his will that when 
the building was torn down the cor
nerstone should become the property 
of the Pennsylvania State Historical 
society.

The statement has been made that 
the old mint building was the first 
structure built for the government 
use. This is not true, although it was 
■ no of tiie earliest. It was precede:! 
in this respect only by the buTii '* 
rtiten  on Tinicum L’ r.d. in t!

.) i " a ' r! . . r n.T: ! et; hi;: ; •
■ ' I U ’ • • ! the ma*
t»«i»iial at Che lsea. .

WHAT?
Band B e n e fit D ance

WHEN?
Saturday, Jan. 16, '0 9

WHERE?
Roundup Skating Rink

WHY?
Eor the Benefit of the
Roundup Military Band

Listen To The Band
The Roundup Band will make their 
debut at this* dance. The Cresent 
Mandolin Club will also play several 
selections - - - - .....................

Grady's famous Orchestra
W i l l  f u r n i s h  t h e  b u l k  o f  

t h e  d r e a m y  s t r a i n s  o f  

e x q u i s i t e  h a r m o n y

K You Miss This You’re Out
of Luck

B o o st th e  B a n d  a n d  th e  
B a n d  will B o o st th e  T o w n


