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Management, National Park Service—
and private timber protective associa-
tions are well equipped to handle fires
on lands under their control. As mem-
bers of the Rural Fire Fighters Service,
they cooperate with the county organi-
zations in and adjacent to their areas
in fire prevention and in training and
in fighting fires.

The State Extension Service, with
its system of county agents in most
of the counties, carries the greatest
load in the rural fire organization work.
The agents, cooperating with the fire
chiefs and the county cemmissioners,
can and do bring fire prevention and
control to a high standard.

Losses in Last 5 Years

Reports of some of the rural fires
that occur are sent to the coordinator
by county extension agents. These in-
complete figures show that the state
sustains a heavy loss in property and
crops each year.

A summary of the reports for the
past five years shows that in 1952 there
were 174 fires with an estimated loss
of $650,022. Nine lives were lost and
157 farm buildings burned, valued at
$379,010. In 1953 there were 194 fires,
with an estimated loss of $527,812. Two
lives were lost and 135 farm buildings
valued at $451,950 were burned.

In 1954 there were 189 fires reported
with a loss of $534,166. Twelve lives
were sacrificed and 140 rural buildings
burned valued at $418,865. The reports
for 1956 showed that 533 fires with a
loss of $1,278,185 killed 14 people and
burned 104 buildings valued at $668,550.

Figures Show Need

A study of these figures, though in-
complete, shows no reduction in the
number of fires or the resulting losses.
It appears that fire prevention educa-
tion is the best approach to the prob-

lem. Many agencies, both public and
private, have waged a fire prevention
battle for years. No doubt a great
amount of good has resulted, but we
must step up our efforts if we hope
to make any headway against human
carelessness, and reduce the number
of man-caused fires.

We cannot prevent lightning fires.
We must be prepared to fight them, In
1956, lightning caused 26 building fires
and 122 range fires, about 29 per cent
of the fires reported.

Truck-Lease Plan

Some counties are well organized and
equipped to fight rural fires. Some are
not. Fire trucks of various sizes and
makes are available for purchase. Very
reasonable terms are offered by the
equipment firms. Trucks costing from
$6,000 to $15,000 can be financed through
those companies on a lend-lease basis.

The truck is leased to the county or
district for five years, the annual
rental fee being paid from the tax
levied for fire control equipment. At
the end of this period, on payment of a
small sum, the truck is turned over to
the lessee. There are portable slip-on
units selling for around $1,000.

If a county can afford the legal
amount of $5,000 per year, several
trucks can be financed over the five-
year period.

The fire trucks are manned by vol-
unteers in the district or small town.
Some of these fire companies take an
interest in their work and hold monthly
or semi-monthly meetings. The truck
and equipment are kept in good condi-
tion, the men are trained and
everything is ready to roll.
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Worse Than Nore
The sad fact is that the same cannot
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This fire fighting cache is one of several stored in remote areas of

Cascade County. It is on the Rex Bower place west of Cascade. Dick
Bower, pictured, reports that soon after the cache was established it
proved its value when it was used to put cut a range fire started when
a high wind blew down a power line (MF-S photo)
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be said of a few of our rural ecom.
munities. There the truck is not
equipped with hand tools; such as man-
pack water pumps, shovels and other
hand tools. Maybe the battery is dead.
The truck is covered with dust. Equip-
ment in such shape is worse than none,

The community that has a man who
is interested in the work of fire pre-
vention and control is lucky. There
yvou will see a good truck, well cared
for and housed in a neat, heated ga-
rage. In districts around the larger
towns, the rural truck is often housed
in the city fire hall and is manned by
the volunteer city firemen. This is a
good arrangement, as the equipment
is kept in shape and the crew is a
well-frained unit.

Information Available

There are 82 legal fire control dis-
tricts and several are in the process
of organization. An outline to be fol-
lowed in establishing these districts
can be obtained from the State Coor-
dinator, 218 N. 7th, Bozeman. This
outline shows each step in order, and
sample by-laws, constitution and other
forms needed.

We should all put forth every effort
to reduce the great loss due to rural
fires.

A story is being told about a Texan
who was touring Europe. He
in Italy,

rrived
showed him
He was unimpressed. For
wonderful building he saw, he
had something better in Texas. So they
took him up in an airplane to see Mt,
Vesuvius. He could not beat that. The
Texan looked down into the boiling
crater with its flame and smoke.

a
where

the sights.

officials

each

“Huh, we have a fire department at
home that would put that out in 10
minutes."

We need more such fire companies.

Forpson Masor Dieser

FMD Tractors have a powerful four-
cylinder full diesel engine with 16
to T compression ratio and 220

. Cubic inches displacement. The
engine develops 40.5 belt horsepower ot 1600 Engine r.p.r: and has maxi-
mum torque of 123 ft, Ibs. with accessories, i

FREE TRACTOR
Someone in Montana or Northern Wyo-
ming is going to get this FMD Tractor
absolutely free! Get the details NOW
ot your nearby Ford Tractor Dealer. No
purchase is necessary to win!

The unique design and constructi i
ction of th i
you all the advantages of diesel o st o

. peration at a very low price! And z
ber—all of this ili . ittle o8 ONEHALI
e o Hpoo‘:;l!- and versatility work for you on as little as ONE-HALF
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