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gasoline taxes during the same p
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averaged 29.T4 cents per gallon. At the beginning of
1982, in these same cities, the actual gasoline price aver-

ed only 18 cents per gallon.
i In 1920, in these same cities, the gas tax averaged .09

cents per gallon. Today it averages 4 cents—mnearly one-
third the retail price. _ )

These figures explain why a nation-wide move to cut
gasoline taxes is now under way.

New Gas War Looms
in Northern Montana

O'Neil Reported To Have Taken Over Interest
In Jones Gasser On Box Elder-.Havre
Asks Montana Power Service

Makings of another first-class gas war
are brewing in northern Montana, adjacent
to Havre, in the opinion of local operators
who have kept in close touch with the situa-

tion in that district.

| |[Makes Hole

Ohio to a depth o
with eable tools.
for completion was then '
to the Olsen Drilling Com-
pany of Tulsa, Okiahema. =

This firm moved in' an elee-
trically powered %
and commenced dﬁ?‘,‘
days ago. The hole
past 1400 feet. Conts
reported te call for com
of this well inside of

Golden Dome strueture

garded as one of the m
promising in the entire state.
Like

ske Dry :
It is simply another ®™high"*
on the same anticline &s that
on which the Dry Creek field

cat Off To
Rotary Rig

Tax Evasion Hullabaloo
Is Hooey, Official Says

Most of the hullabaloo that has been ralsed in recent
months in Montana over alleged gasoli tax o is plain
hooey amd it is and has been “unethical and unfalr o0 gasoline
dealers as woll as to the purchasing public to charge that there
s a gasoline ‘tax racket’ in Montana.”

This st nt was d in Helenas, Tharsday by Judge J.
J. Greeme, member of the state board of equalization, who sald
he isswed it to offset the effect of a major company advertising
campaign evideatly intemded to delude comsumeors imto think-
ing that the oaly pure and high-souled filling station proprie-
tors and gasoline dealerw were those who handled products of
the major ofl companies.

Total delinguencies for 1981 will not excoed a posible one-
half of one percent—and these delinguencies will in all prob-
ubflity be collected at the comclusion of court action now pead-
ing, Greene said.

“In the five years,” Greeme's statement “ﬂ““
departiment has handied the collection of gusoline taxes, during
which time we coliected move than $15,000,000, we have found
the independent refiners and dealers just as homest and prompt
in ‘making thelr as reporits and payments as the lsrger com-

“The poople of thisn state have beon veory libernl in voting
upon themselves additional gasoline taxes, unrepealable for
years to come, to build good roads, and we regret exceedingly
that there is a deliberste attempt on the part of the largest
denler of gasoline in this state to mislead them into believing

is located, with & syncline|
separating the twe. !
The Golden Dome wildeat is|
cnly six miles from the Ohio's|
discovery well in Dry Creek, |
and is west and slightly south
of the latter,
Ideal Location

Both Goldéen Dome and the
Dry Creek field have an enor-
mons gathering area for the
accumulation of oil. Both are
sharp dip and both are at the
apex of a gathering area which
extends for many miles to the
south, to the synelines of oil
fields located near the Wyom-
ing line.

Until the Ohio brought
the Dry Creek field with a
2,000-barrel well flowing 54-
gravity oil from the Dakota
sand at 5523 feel, operators

(Continned on Page Eight)
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Their opinion is based on?®
two things, first, reporltlthat
Havre residents have petitioned
the Montana Power Company
to install a gas distribution |
svstem in . the city, second, a|

WHITLASH WELL

report current this week that

Gas Comp

ys No. 1 Hicks om Whit-

L. B. O'Neil had scquired hold- Westeorn N

ings of T- P. Jones and associ-

Insh structure in the Oweetgrass Hills continmed to produce

ates on the Box Elder structure
a few miles from Havre, with
acreage centering around a
well drilled in last year with
a reported open flow of 10-
000,000 cubic feet from a sand
tapped at 1272 feet.
Heskett Company

Havre is now supplied with |

gas by a distributing system
owned by the Northern States
Utilities Company, subsidiary
of the Minnesota-Northern
Power Company of Minneapo-
lis, headed by B. M. Heskett.

Gas is suplied to this com-
pany at the city gates by the
Montans Gas Corporation with
wells in the Bowes field. This
company is headed by E. B.
Coolidge of Great Falls

Low Oas Rates

Havre consumers are at
present paying an average
price of 30c per thousand feet
for all gas delivered, one of
the lowest prices in the United

States,
Wontinued on PFage Bight)

high-gravity oil steadily during
20 barreis dafly.

their generous action s being nullified by a mythical ‘racket™

The board explained that the tax collection machinery is
effective and that Its investigations of reported eovasiom have
cansed it to “feel Justified in asscrting that here is no gasoline
mcket in Montans."

EEp—— -

WIGHT ASKS TWIN CITY
NATURAL GAS  FRANCHISE

Head Of Montana Gas Com;)any Says Con-
struction Of Line My Be Commenced
This Year If Request Granted

Great Northern Gas & Utilities Com-
pany, headed by John Wight, with extensive
holdings in the Baker-Glendive gas area, has
applied for a natural gas franchise in Minne-
apolis and may start construetion of a line
this year if the franchise request is granted.

This s the information X =

con-#
tained in a letter from

" MOGUTCHEON
who I3 now in Minneapolis ;

the week, at a rate of about

If the well,
ently opened a new oil fleld, con-
tinues to produce at this rate,
[t will be put on steady pro-
| duction in the spring.

It it drops to around 10 bar-
rels, officials the Northern
States Utilities Company, which|
drilled it for gas, will continue |
it on down to the Sunburst sand
in search of high-presaure gE8s.

If it is permanently classed as
lan ofl well it wili be turned over
to the Western Natufal Gas Com-

of

pany, for whose account it was
drilled.

Ofl men who are famfliar with
the territory believe the gas men
may recelve another shock when
the well is deepened, with
possibfiity that the Bunburst
also produce ofl, probably in much
greater volume than the present
producing sand,

which has appar-@

ARER 10
OBJECTIVE

Satisfactory progress was re
ported this week by the Standard

California

test om Utopia

structure the
Hills. The well s Qfll!ing and
carrying 10-inch pipe to case off
upper water sands and s

poried past the 3600-foot
with pipe carried to the same
depth. Speedier progress is an-
ticipated once the water horizons
have been passed. Production
is expected at abowt 8120 fet

of

in Bwaetgrass

leved

| chance of
, approved

He says
“I Dbelleve
having

we have o V“--“’, 'Eu mn
e mm
\

“In the event we are successful |
I believe #he project can be 0 t
nanced and
menced this year

Delayed by bad westher, fish-
com finx jobs and other trouble,
MeCutcheon ot al are reported
“The franchise was applied for|to have overcome the trouble im

: > {their well on Berthelote struc-
in the name of mf (':"_M s {ture in the Swoetgrass Hills, with
thern Gas & Utilities Company|, .. . ospect that it will be
which is our holding company | specdily completed

timent among business men Casing is being carried down

construction
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Will Use
Oil From
G zg_!a nd

Announcement was made
this week of & deal where-
by the Big Horn Refinery
of Billings has been taken
over by Oregon capitalists
and will be enlarged to
provide a daily capacity
of 3,800 barrels of ernde
per day.

The purchasing eompany
known as Portland Associates
Inc., headed by Fraoklin T
Griffiths, one of the leading
business men of Portland and
manager of the Portland Elec
tric Power Company.

Portlind Associates own ac
reage and a producing well
in Garland field and expect
to market this erude through
the Billings refinery

The producing well, complet
ed several months ago, is rated
st 1,800 barrels per day, and
Ras been produeced ot the
rate of 1,000 barrels per day
It is 20.9 gravity erude with a
sulphur content of less than
one-haif of one per cent, mak
ing it perhaps the most desir
p;ble black oil refining stock
developed in Northern Wyom
ing.

The work of rebuilding the
Big Horn refinery is alread)
upder way and it is expeeted
that the plant will be handl
ing at least 1,000 barrels per
day during the coming sprin
or summer.

The consideration in the deal
was not announced but it
understood that the owners of
the Billings refinery are tak
mg a stoek interest in Port
land Associates, Ine.

NAY BilLL
THRU LINE

Possibility that the Oraft-
Higgs well east of Aloe In
the Kevin-Sunbusrt  field
might make a test of forma-
tiofp bencath the Madison
lime became known this
week when officials of the
company were vreported ne-
gotinting for additional
equipment.

The well past 1900
feet, in the Madison lime, making
about three Dballers of water
daily. Offsetting the water is a
pronounced ofl showing found in
below the con

is now

brown sandy lime
tact,

Backers of the well belleve it
merits the alight additional ex
pense required to put it through
the lime, it unlikely
more casing will be reguired un-
til the of the lime
reached

BLACK HORSE

since is

base in

of the Twin Cities is reported the bottom of the hole to
strongly in favor of bringing shut off cavings and according)
§8s from this state in view of; . o g5 report this week the |
the fmet that the source of the , . o o oriy comploted. !
a8 as well as the entire reglor Once the pipe is landed, the
whichk  would be traversed by wel has only a short distapce wl
such = line fs Twin CitY ., ¢ tap the Sunburst sand, In|
trads  territory. which the field's discovery weil
There is much outspoken op- found about a 10-barrel flow of
position to plans for bringing high-gravity ofl
gas from Texas for the reason The MeOutcheon weall i check-|
that fields which would supply ing much higher strocturally
A lne from Texas are entirely than the discovery well and for'
out of the budiness zone tribe- that reasom s beimg watched
tary to the Twia Citlea with a great deal of interest

.

in

WILDCAT
NEARING LIME

Wildeat of Charles Merz ot al
on the Black Horse Lake struc-
ture, & few miles northesst of
the Great Falls city Mmits, s
today near completion,

This well cased off water found
in the Blis sand and resumed

drillfng early this week, with

(Continuod on Tage Fiye)




