
— —
WÊÊÊ

aàsmtmj. mum. «. »»
SATURDAY. MARCH 90, It»PAGE TWO M<»n«RA (ML AND MXNOfO JOURNAL

R‘
r- ..r.

William Rea, Pioneer of Bozeman,, Helped in Compiling 
Biographical Data and Sketches for Beeson's History of 
1885, Considered Authentic Record of Early Montana
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Salisbury. The two had a corps of as
sistants. among them a young artist 
named Brown who made a few ranch 
sketches before Mr. Salisbury came on 
from Chicago to direct the work.

When the work started in 1883. Mr. 
Rea was reading law with Colonel 
Pierce. He was a young chap in bis 
20’s, who knew the country well and 
liked to write. He had native gift as 
nn artist, also. He joined the staff of 
local writers assembling biographies 
end taking orders for the book.

At this time the railroad had not 
built into Bozeman, but had reached 
Livingston. Mr. Stewart told him to 
drive to Livingston, where he would 
find Salisbury waiting for him. Rea 
had a good span of horses and a buggy 
not so good, and off he went to Liv
ingston. When he got there he found 
there had been a big poker game, run
ning all night. Salisbury had been 
playing lucky, and had a thick roll of 
bills. ‘‘What'll we do first?” inquired 
Rea. “Drive out to so-and-so’s?”

Salisbury retorted.

‘MONTANA LIFE’
IN GOOD SHAPE

(By GRACE STONE COATES) 
William Rea of Bowman, pion Future Farmers and Forest Service 

Co-operate in Rehabilitating Range
and son of a pioneer of Montana, was

of the staff of young men who 
compiled the biographical data for 
Leeson’s history issued in 1885. Lee- 
son’s history is the daddy of all Mon
tana histories, the forerunner of the 
biographical histories of 1896, 1901, 
1916 and 1926. Downs of feature 
story writers hare lifted their ma
terial from its pages, and aU histor
ians compiling materia) later than 
1885 have gone to it as a source book. 
When it was compiled its material 

direct and fresh, and revealed 
much between the lines.
Mr. Rea not only became acquainted 

with a great many old residents of 
Montana in the course of his work, but 
was familiar with the circumstances 
attending the plans, disappointments, 
delays and final completion of Mon
tana’s first significant historical sur-

ANNUAL REPORT REVEALS MON
TANA INSURANCE FIRM IS EX

CEPTIONALLY SOUND

Substantial gains over 1933 are re
corded in the annual statement for 1934 
of the Montana Life Insurance com
pany which appears elsewhere in this 
issue. Assets are $12,404,996.78 compar
ed with $12,319,501.12 in 1933. Policy 
reserves total $9.989,827, but the com
pany actually has on deposit with the 
State Insurance department $11,316,- 
168.29, or $1,316,000 in excess of tiré 
amount required by the stringent Mon
tana deposit law.

Assets invested In government secur
ities show a substantial increase over 
1933, while the real estate item shows 
a marked decrease, due to the com
pany’s policy of carrying real estate 
only at current market values. The 
home office building, which cost $245 - 
000 in 1924 and was carried at $189.000 
In 1933 was written down to 
«100,000 in 1934.

Surplus to policyholders of $1,500,000 
remains unchanged from 1933. but the 
contingency reserve has been increased 
to $539,225.17.

The splendid financial condition of 
the Montana Life was indicated in a 
talk by Treasurer Alex B. Cunningham 
efore the agents’ conventions at Bould

er and Portland recently when he stat
ed that If the Montana Life sold at 
present market values every security 
it owns there would be a substantial 
balance left over the book values In the 
1934 statement.

The ratio of the com
liabilities has progress _______
In 1930 the ratio was 114.89’ percent; In 
1931, 116.51 perenet; in 1932, 117.38; in 
1933, 119.13, and in 1934, 119.67.

The high standing the Montana Life 
holds in the Insurance world is re
flected by an article in the February Is
sue of the Western Underwriter of San 
Francisco, which refers to it as “the 
famed Montana Life, Helena, lo 
garded in the trade as an almost 
istic company. • • * The conservatism 
of this noted company is admirably re
vealed In the financial report on 1934 
operations • • • 
doesn’t have to overtouch the picture 
of Its superior financial ruggedness."

Carl Rasch of Helena, president of 
the Montana Life since the death at 
Harry R. Cunningham, was re-elected 
at the annual meeting In February, and 
Robert B. Richardson, who has been 
general manager since Mr. Cunning
ham’s death, was elected executive vice 
president.
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Hie work was undertaken by D. J.
Stewart of Anamosa.
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pher who had been Salisbury went to bed and while Rea 
successful in promot- was waiting for him he watched the 
ing histories in mid- poker .game. After while he sat in. He 

western states, and played lucky, and quit $180 winner The 
boys made no bones about telling Stew
art how lucky they had been, but 
Stewart was aghast, 
he cried. ‘‘The people will think you’re 
soliciting their money and gambling 
it off, and they’ll shut down on orders, 
and you won’t get a cent! They'll lose 
all faith in us.” So he promptly fired
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k* in Plumas, Sierra and 
Lassen counties In 
California. His original 
prospectus promised a 
strictly biographical 
history of 600 pages, to 
be sold by subscription 
only, at $10. Space for 
photographs sold for 
$80. Associated with 
Mr. Stewan as photo
grapher and supervis
ing artist was a Mr.

You’ll ruin us.-«9* Jÿÿ
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But Rea had faith In the project and 
wanted to keep at work on It. “1 had 
to talk fast to talk myself back Into a 
job.” he says, “but I promised to leave

xmy’s assets to 
vely increased.

was then placed in small water jars 
and in this test came out about 94 per
cent. The nature of the country where 
the seed was to be planted had an old 
and unfavorable condition to be over
come. The only water hole in the near
by area was overgrazed, which led to a 
trampled condition of the soil and ero
sion. By planting blue grass, which 
has a dense root system, it is 
land will become sodded and 
of both overgrazing and erosion. More 
than a normal amount of moisture is 
necessary before good germination will 
take place.

blue grass seed was received for plant
ing in the Stanford forest district.

consideration was given mea
ds in the vicinity of watering

Future Farmers of America chapters 
in Montana are co-operating with 
stockmen, who are faced with short 
grass range due to continued drouth in 
some favored areas. Range rehabilita
tion, soil erosion and water control 
methods are being worked on by the 
Future Farmers and the forest service.

The Judith Basin chapter of F. F. A. 
organized and Instructed by “Duke” 
Wellington, was among the first to ap
preciate seriousness of depreciation of 
ranges.

Their opportunity to take construc
tive action in a co-operative range re
habilitation project with the local for
est office came when 1,200 pounds of
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landow
places, which suffered abuse from over- 
grazing and tramping by livestock. 
These areas were mapped, planted and 
field notes made of various conditions 
that might influence success of the 
work. The plan, though in the nature 
of an experiment, constitutes valuable 
training.

Before the actual field trips were 
made, members of the F. F. A. made 
germination tests of grass seed and 
found that under the average blotter 
test the seed would not germinate. Seed

Summary of the Twenty-fifth Annual 
Statement of the thehoped 
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MONTANA LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

The Montana Life❖
London has a no-parking campaign.

Rea went to Bozeman from Sheridan. 
All canvassers were called from the 
field. Mrs. Stewart returned to Iowa 
with the body of her husband. Since 
all money had been turned over to Mr. 
Stewart the men who had taken orders 
were worried and blue. They were out 
of work, and afraid they’d be discredit
ed if the history they had promised 
wasn’t pushed to completion. The best 
solicitors, those who had had good suc
cess taking orders, were anxious for 
the work to go ahead.

Mr. Stewart had had business rela
tions with the publishing house of 
Warner, Beers, and had engaged M. A. 
Leeson as supervising editor for the 
final work. Mr. Leeson came to Mon
tana, talked with those most; familiar 
with the work already done, but was 
in doubt as to the best course. Rea. 
who had a lot of orders on hand and 
others lined up. said, “Let me have an 
artist to make sketches, and go out tor 
a few days to take orders. I’ll show you 
that the people want this book and are 
willing to pay for it. You don’t neîd 
any financial backing. The thing will 
finance Itself.”

young men good at delivering books 
and collecting for them. Borne collec
tors could deliver 100 percent of their 
orders, and some found they couldn’t. 
Mr. Rea remembers two customers who 
refused books, whose biographies ap
pear in the text. No especial pressure 
was brought to bear on anyone who ob
jected to paying for the book after 
he had examined It. The promoters 
wanted satisfied customers.

E. S. Topping at Bozeman, author 
of “Chronicles of the Yellowstone,” was 
in Helena with Mr. Leeson, and gave 
him valuable assistance. While work
ing in the field, Salisbury found Mr. 
Rea was apt with a pencil, and gave 
him a few Instructions In sketching. 
Some of the views of ranch properties 
are Rea’s, as well as many of the bio
graphies. But the field work went 
slowly, and was not well paid at best. 
Expenses were high, and distances 
great; and conveyance was slow com
pared to present means of travel. In 
the long run there wasn’t much money 
In it for solicitors. Mr. Rea says the 
promoters and higher-ups made money 
on the book, but the field men came out 
at the little end of the horn.

cards alone as long as I was working 
for Stewart and he finally took me 
back. I offered to go on one trip and 
show what I could do." He went to 
Willow creek, and came back wit^j, $200 
in cash and two other orde 
hadn’t played any poker while he, was 
gone. He was In solid with Mr. Stewart 
again. He and Salisbury worked around 
Virginia City, Pullers Springs and 
Sheridan, Mont.

Seeing that everything gave promise 
of moving along all right, Mr. Stewart 
sent word to his wife, in Iowa, to join 
him. She came by way of the North
ern Pacific to Livingston, and her hus
band and Mr. Salisbury met her there, 
and the three went on to Red Rock, 
the terminus at that time of the Utah 
and Northern railroad.

Everything was going strong and or
ders were pouring in. Men who had 
come to Montana penniless had built 
up big ranches and were proud of them, 
and were glad to have sketches and 
photographs of their property and the 
story of their success made permanent 
in print. Others, growing old, knew 
that their personal reminiscences of 
early days were valuable history, and 
wanted them recorded. Even then the 
Old West was vanishing. Men had seen 
conditions that had changed, never to 
come again. Civilization had arrived 
with Fashion—as the top hats and en
ormous hoops and bustles shown in 
various street scenes of the history 
abundantly attest. “Many of Montana’s 
pioneers are in the homes of the silent,” 
says the preface to the book, “and the 
number remaining who can give all the 
details of the earliest settlement Is not 
large. Fortunately their recollections 
are now preserved. A few more years, 
and the whole unwritten history of the 
Territory should remain unwritten- 
lost forever.”

Hundreds of men, aware of the sig
nificance of the undertaking, were sup
porting the work and placing orders 
when word came that D. J. Stewart had 
contracted pneumonia at Red Rock, 
and died.

Immediately all' was uncertainty. 
Work was suspended. William Rea 
found himself at Sheridan without 
money, for all cash had been turned 
over to Mr. Stewart, with a big hotel 
and livery bill to pay. This is his own 
account of how he solved his difficul
ties:

“When Stewart and Salisbury went 
to meet Mrs. Stewart at the railroad, 
they left me at Sheridan without any 
money with a big hotel and livery bill 
to pay. I had only $4 to pay a $20 
bill. There was a poker game running 
in the hotel bar room which I put in 
my spare time at night watching. Af
ter! got news of Stewart’s death I did 
not know what to do and had only $4 
to do it with. That night I sat in the 
poker game and bad a phenomenal 
streak of luck. I won all the money 
in the game, with watches and rings 
pawned to me. Next morning I set
tled with the hotel by leaving my pawn
ed Jewelry with the proprietor to col
lect on. and started for home A few 
days later, Salisbury came looking for 
me and paid the bills.

“The hotel proprietor told Salisbury 
he bad been naming a little poker 
gaim. that had been making him $3 
or $4 a night, and that Rea sat In and 
won all the gambling money in Sheri
dan, and there hadn’t been a game 
since be left.”

(Enduring as the Mountains)
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MATRON TELLS OF 
HER PIONEER LIFE

ASSETS—$12,404,996.78

U. S. Gov. Securities (Amortized) ...................
Cash on Hand .....................................................
Bonds ....................................................................
Interest Due and Accrued ................................
First Mortgage Loans ........................................
Policy Loans ........................................................
Stocks

REAL ESTATE

Home Office Bldg, (actual cost 1924,
$246,616.22) ................................................

Other real estate acquired thru foreclosure ... 
Real estate acquired thru foreclosure,

sold, etc...........................................................
Renewal Premium Notes ....................................
Other Assets .....................................................—

$ 680.719.05 
98,084.64 

6,066,861.89 
108,395.00 

1,176,298.56 
3,552,743.65 

NONE

MRS. GEORGE BERRY OF GREAT 
FALLS SPOKE AT KANSAS FARM 

AND HOME WEEK MEETING

Mrs. George Berry of Great Falls 
was one of the principal speakers at 
the Kansas Farm and Home Week, 
an educational vacation for women, 
which was held at Manhattan, Kan., 
recently. With kindly tolerance this 
woman who had gone to Montana as 
a bride and with her young has band 
had shared the privations of other 
western frontier families, asked her 
listeners to compare today’s farm liv
ing conditions with those of her 
young womanhood.
Her first home on her northwestern 

range homestead was a log cabin on the 
lower Yellowstone river, 65 miles from 
Wibaux, the nearest railroad, 
closest neighbor was seven miles distant 
and social life was limited to an oc
casional visit there, made with a team 
and “buckboard.’ Many were the times, 
she recalled, that she had carried her 
young son, Carl Berry, now president 
of National Bellas Hess. Inc., on her 
shoulder through a waist-deep slough 
to get him started on his way to school.

The Berry family was the first to 
Install a small pumping plant In that 
section and to grow vegetables. Visitors 
came from a radius of 100 miles to see 

alfalfa fields, the first in

100,000.00
256,586.85

124,675.15
23,916.44

216,725.65

Leeson agreed to this, and Rea went, 
to Central Park. Within a week he Observing that the money was in 
came back with $1,000 in cash, and promotion, not in the hack work, Rea 
word that patrons everywhere were, and Salisbury decided to go together 
crazy about the book. They didn’t wait in promoting a similar history for Utah 
to be solicited, but hunted him up to territory. They secured the cooperation 
give him their orders. His report of President Taylor, successor of Brig- 
changed uncertainty to enthusiasm, ■ ham Young as head of the Mormon 
and plans were laid to go ahead. The church. He was enthusiastic, and with 
promoters organized, the Territorial his backing success in Utah was as- 
Hlstorical company, issued a new pros- j sured. Their preliminary work met 
pectus, expanded the biographical his- j with an enthusiastic response. By 
tory from 600 pages to 1,000 and added strange coincidence. Just as their plans 
a general history of the territory.

Mr. Leeson was to compile the gen- 1 D. J. Stewart had died, three years be- 
eral history. This he did ably and j fore. Bishop John Taylor died of pneu- 
well. He went to original documents 
and old narratives, and his work made 
the history of 1885 one of the best, 
most reliable and most accessible source 
book in existence for early Montana 
material. He took offices in Helena, 
surrounded himself with a competent ing. 
staff, and put a large force of canvas
sers in the field: and when he had ex
hausted the material at his command 
in Helena he went to Chicago for re
search in executive and military papers, 
books of travel, etc., and made his first 
compilation of the book there.

Mr. Stewart’s death occurred on New 
Year’s day, 1883. Mr. Leeson came to 
the territory in July of that year. As 
those familiar with the book know,
Leeson’s history of Montana territory is 
followed by detailed history of the four
teen counties then organized; and this 
In turn by exhaustive biographical 
sketches of residents and pioneers In 
the territory, arranged by counties. By 
the spring of 1884 all this extensive 
mass of material had been collected, re
vised, compiled and prepared for the 
printer. In May, 1884, the manuscript 
was submitted to the publishers, a then 
prominent Chicago firm.

This firm became Involved In financ
ial difficulties and had to relinquish 
the undertaking. The manuscript was 
then turned over to Donahue and Hen- 
neberry of Chicago, who pushed the 
lithographing and printing vigorously.
Early in 1885 the work was turned over 
to Warner & Beers, and was completed 
by them. It was a well executed vol
ume of 1,368 pages, more than double 
what the first prospectus had called

Her

LIABILITIES—$12,404,996.78

$9,989,827.00 
. 136,845.00

36,474.00 
25,000.00

Policy reserves .......................... ................
Installment Payments to Beneficiaries
Reported Claims .........................................
Reserves for Unreported Claims ............
Death Claims Due and Unpaid..................
Premiums and Interest Paid in Advance
All Other Liabilities .......... ........................
Reserve for Taxes Payable in 1935 
Contingency Reserve
Capital Stock ........
Unassigned Surplus

NONE
. 127,085.00

14,430.61 
36,110.00 

539,225.17

were well under way, as suddenly as

Berry
that section.

But for all her handicaps, this pio
neer home maker found time to make 
gingham curtains for the windows of 
her little log house, to organize a school 
district and a Sunday school. When 
the Montana Agricultural college es
tablished its division of extension Val
ley county, the home of the Berrys, was 
among the first in the state to ask 
for a home demonstration agent.

Averring that “the backbone of 
America is her farm men and women.” 
Mrs. Berry placed upon them the re
sponsibility of maintaining the high 
Ideals of the American home.

The upward trend of living stand
ards has automatically made the farm 
home maker almost as conscious as the 
city housewife of the standardization 
in foods and clothing and all the other 
commodities that are concerned with 
her family’s dally comfort.

the
monta. Disheartened by this misfor
tune, and without Immediate contact 
that would assure them of the neces
sary Mormon support in their under
taking, Rea and Salisbury returned to 
Montana and abandoned the undertak-

$ 500,000.00
1,000,000.00

SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS—$1,500,000.00
John Taylor (1808-1887) an apostle 

of the Mormon church from 1839, be
came president of the 12 apostles upon 
the death of Brigham Young in 1877 
and ruled the church until his forma) 
election In 1880 as third president. He 
had keen business sense and introduced 
sugar beet culture into Utah.

Ratio of Assets to Liabilities

1932 . . 117.38%

1933 . . 119.13%

1930 . . 114.89%

1931 . . 116.51%
Opposing the introduction of talkies 

employes of all theatres In Osaka, 
JaQgn, recently went on strike.1934 . . 119.67%
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STATE OF MONTANA 
INSURANCE DEPARTMENT rc

I John J. Holmes, State Auditor and Commissioner of In
surance. DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that the Montana Life 
Insurance Company of Helena, Montana, had on deposit 
vrith this Department on December 31, 1934, securities for 
benefit of aü policyholders as required by law, in the amount 
of $11,816,168.29.
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ÿv.(Signed) JOHN J. HOLMES,

State Auditor and Commis
sioner of Insurance.

R. B. RICHARDSON, 
Executive Vice President

Ask for
Dependable. REX FLOURCARL RASCH, 

President. for.
The next thing woe to get a staff of
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