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When Bonneville Passed the Winter™*!™ 
In Montana Nez Perce Indian Camps STUDENTS COME TO NINE MILK. 

THOMPSON FALLS CAMPS TO 
LEARN TECHNIQUE

Smoke, sweat and tears 
of the surprising elements 
dents from some of America's leading 
colleges and universities are finding In 
a varied curriculum of study sponsored
l unnitfd Stat*3 Press eer^ce at 
Nine Mile camp. 30 miles from Mls- 
soula in the Lolo national forest, and 
m.w Pompson camp, K»
ïïtoîr/o£,M1“oui*th* o-,in't

Begun last year as an cxnerlment
fiT-ndn'»/1* exPerlpnce to under
graduates, there are now more than

m«n in these two camps 
Un,!ed and toughened In the 

technique of corrallng forest fires
of^lfro^ holrtt1 Hhe f°re6t flre *“°» 
mr.r» 42 ho,Ids dan&er potentialities 
3„7.kImg than the thunderbolts 
'?°*fned from worst dry lightning 

firefighters havl 
enlisted a determined crew of asslst-

thîS, V ®olle*» and universities 
throughout the entire nation they 
now being trained as emergency tnln-

10 calm down forest fires 
of * nalever source.
Melting Pat of Training

at Ni"e “U* and Thompson 
rails are a melting pot of Ideas, train
ing and background for these 
men from 16 to 25

are some 
that stu-

&

PRETTY IN GLAMOROUS ROMPERSCaptain Bonneville, on his west
ward way, fell In with the company 
of Fontenelle, who was conveying sup
plies for the American For Co., to 
the rendezvous at Pierre’s Hole, bat 
failed to arrive in time to be a par
ticipant in the battle there. Fran this 
company, Bonneville gained valuable 
Information as to trappers, their 
morals and manners, including the 
nnhesttancy with which his new ac
quaintance Fontenelle, proceeded to 
add Bonneville’s Delawares—all bat 
one—to his own party. Those trappers 
were first and last individualists.

But the captain felt recompensed In 
a measure for this loss, by the Infor
mation concerning the country, be was 
able to extract from these denizens of 
the wilderness, who had roamed over 
every foot of it. Winter was approach
ing, and it was necessary for him to 
go into winter quarters shortly, in a 
favorable locality. Where should that 
be? He decided that it was to be 
found on the upper waters of the 
Salmon river and thither he took bis 
way via Pierre’s Hole, where, true to 
his military training, and the direc
tions of his superiors to inform him
self on Indian methods of warfare, 
Bonneville made a careful study of 
the scene of conflict.

About this time he met Nez Perces. 
His provisions were running low, and 
fearing his party would soon face 
starvation, he dispatched a few hunt
ers to Horse Prairie, which Washing
ton Irving states was north of him, 
but according to present day maps, 
was apparently northeast, or east of 
him, if he was then on the upper 
waters of the Salmon. His Indian ac
quaintances, although themselves al
most starved, willingly shared their 
supplies of rants 
the white meR 
both were edH^ 
this it will be seen that when Letellier 
was told that the fur company “want
ed men who could live on rosebuds,” 
there was more truth than humor in 
the statement.

Bonneville liked the Nez Perces. He 
found them friendly, generous, and 
pious. They had tacked on a few 
Roman Catholic forms to their ancient 
beliefs, as has been the custom with 
all peoples, and the combination was 
strictly adhered to. What they believed, 
they practiced, as Bonneville was soon 
to discover.

Bears With Bad Feeding 
Habits Are Shot in Park

Changing the feeding habits of bears Approximately 50 black bears and 
at Yellowstone park has met with [ grizzlies have been shot by park rang- 
some disagreement on the part of the ers this season for Insisting on trying 
bears, resulting in execution of some ; to obtain food around the camps, 
half a hundred who have refused to At the same time there have been 
get out and rustle for their dally only 16 reported cases of personal In
bread.
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* Jury compared with 49 last year and 
the 10-year average of 29. Cases of

„___ .... . ... .__. , property damage total 69, compared
operators In their uphifl battle against wlth gg last season and the 10-year 
flre. Storm warnings, giving the alü- . average of 67 
tude, speed and general course of 
thunder storms, gave the firefighters 
a chance to station their men and 
equipment throughout the danger zone.

By taking these precautions they 
were able to reach the fires fairly 
quickly after they were discovered, but 
with the storms covering vast areas, 
and much of the land mountainous, 
the firefighters often were many miles 
and hours away when lightning struck 
and started a fire.
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Discontinuance of the once-famoua 

bear feeding gjounds at Canyon in 
an effort to force the bear population 
back to normal habits and a marked 
drop In tourist travel were given as 
reasons for slight Increased use of 
ranger marksmen In disposing of re
calcitrants.
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In former years, bears had no food 
ration problems. Despite strict park 
regulations, many were fed along the 
heavily traveled highways or walked 
to the feeding grounds at Canyon.

? i.young
» ... years of »8«. Th«!

come from the country of the Pacific, 
the prairies, the deep south, the lake 
states, and from New England. All 

Some objectors to the new program together these men from 29 states and 
who have wandered Into the cabin the District of Columbia have a chance 
camps for “easy grub" have been an- to rub elbows with a host of new ac- 
swered with lead from a high-powered qualntances, as Massachusetts state 
rifle and park officials are confident college first-year men meet with year- 
a new generation of bears will grow lings at Montana State university and 
up unspoiled. men from Syracuse university discover

a bunch of good fellows from „
I sltles of Idaho. Iowa. Colorado 
Michigan.

A recent discovery of the weather 
bureau has changed the entire picture. 
After years of study It was discovered 
that lightning has an effective strik
ing range of only 2,500 feet. With this 
knowledge, plus the information In
cluded in the weather bureau storm 
warnings, firefighters are able to con
centrate their forces In the relatively 
small danger zones.
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unlver-
andAmerica has risen from seventh toFor example, a storm traveling at i 

an 8,000-foot level Is no threat to i thtrd in the last two years as a source 
forests lying below the 5,500-foot level : °* supply for products needed by In- 
because of the 2,500-foot range of Id»-China, 
lightning. Firefighters can be stationed I 
in a few areas above this level while I 
the regular fire watchers in lookout j 
towers can cover the lower regions.

By reducing the number of fires 
caused by lightning we will be in a 
position to produce all the wood need
ed In our war program, and still leave 
plenty of forest resources for future 
generations.

High school and college men from 
more than 60 different educational in
stitutions are working on the forest 
fire Une under guidance of experienced 
government foresters and uniting to 
fight a common enemy, the red demon 
of the tree lands of America 

When fully trained, firefighters are 
assigned to forest road, trail and tele
phone work and blister rust control. 
Always they are kept in constant com- 
munlcatlon with the forest fire dls- 
patcher by radio or roadside telephone.

Although 127 foresters are included 
In the two student camps at Nine Mile 
and Thompson Falk, all ipen enrolled 
at these outdoor forest schools are 
first given Instruction in the use of 
an ax. saw and Pulaski, to reduce 
possibilities of Injury when construct
ing trails, telephone Unes and during 
the fighting of forest fires.

We visit Nine Mile camp; The head 
at Nine Mile is big, efficient, good- 
natured Henry j. Vlche, officially 
listed as camp superintendent. “Hank ” 
as he Is known to his foremen, has 
worked 14 years for the forest service. 
He has been training boys ever since 
the COC started in 1933. “Hank" has 
an Insight of the needs of his Uvewlre 
crowd, not only for good food, a weU- 
planned work program, but also for 
relaxation and fun.
Learn t* Use An Ax 

After breakfast at 7 o’clock In the 
morning students are detaUed to cut 
down trees and make wood. Young 
men are given practical lessons in the 
use of an ax and saw. something use
ful when a tree or log needs to be 
cut on the fire line later.

There Is trail construction and traU 
maintenance.

Minimum of material Is used in this bathing mit which Betty Wragge wears 
for the maximum of son tan. It Is fashioned along romper lines of checked 
and flowered seersucker. Rows of elastic at the waist give it slim lines and 
a wool jersey lining makes it shadowproof.

and rose berries with 
and taught them that 
and nourishing. From /To Relievo distress from M0NTHLY\

FEMALE 
WEAKNESSNew Knowledge of Lightning 

Aids in Forest Fire Fighting Try Lydia B. Plnkham’a Vegetable 
Compound to help relieve monthly 
pain, backache, headache, with Ite 
weak, nervous feelings — : 
monthly functional disturbances.

Taken regularly thruout the 
month — Plnkham’a Compound 
helps build up resistance against 
such distress of "difficult days." 
Thousand* upon thousands of girl* 
and women nave reported gratify
ing benefits. Follow label directions. 
Well worth trying!

The trees saved from fires resulting 
from lightning can be used to build 
motor torpedo boats, mine layers, res
cue boats, troop housing, war produc
tion buildings, and the thousands of 
other wood Items used in war . . . and 
the drain on our forest from cutting, 
fire, insects and disease still can be 
kept less than the annual growth.

Accurate predictions of where and | of us, storm warnings telling the area 
when lightning is most apt to strike, and altitude where thunder storms are 
now is part of the service offered by about to strike have no practical value, 
Uncle Sam’s weather bureau. To most but to forest owners they will help

save millions of dollars worth of tim
ber that otherwise might be lost In 

sight, Arnold’s valuable plans would fires started by lightning 
have reached the British and the Annualiy> there are as many as

200,000 forest tires in the United 
patriote. They, and not Andre would stateS, destroying up to $40,000,000 
have been hanged. worth of trees. Nationally less than

These hunters, at the time they were 25 percent of the fires are caused by 
attacked, were not far from where lightning, but in some sections at the 
Bannack later stood, but it Is express- Pacific northwest lightning starts 76 
ly stated they were on a plain, and percent of the fires, 
not in a canyon, which was the site Topography of the Pacific northwest 
of our first capital. area is such that it is difficult to

During the time that Bonneville was reach fires after they are reported, 
hunting >a favorable spot for his win- Driving, dragging and pushing flre- 
ter encampment, a romantic affair fighting equipment through dense 
occurred elsewhere In what Is now | woods, across streams and up steep 
Montana, in which a native Montanan 
figured as the,, heroine.

A Gros Ventre maid having been 
captured by the Crows, eventually was 
purchased by a Mexican trapper, 
named Loretto, and after that followed 
her husband wherever he roamed. At 
this time he was with Fitzpatrick and 
Bridger, who were engaged In leading 
Vanderburgh into the Three Porks 
region, where he was slain, as It was 
evidently Intended he should be, ac
cording to all accounts of the peculiar 
tactics of the rival fur companies.

Familiar as these trappers were with 
that country, Bridger and Fitzpatrick 
found themselves In a similar predica
ment to that planned for Vander
burgh’s party. They were surprised by 
a band of Indians, who were undoubt
edly oh their Journey homeyrard from 
the recent engagement at Pierre’s 
Hole. For some reason the Indians 
were disposed to parley,, and made 
signs to that effect. Prom one side 
a chief advanced, as Bridger rode to 
meet him. There was no unseemly 
haste on the part of either. When they 
met, the chief extended his hand In 
token of friendship, and presumably 
ejaculated a guttural “How!” when 
Bridger distinguished, and came near 
extinguishing himself, by cocking his

Scoot Sees Fire
A scout rode in one day with the 

startling news that he had seen a 
fire In the direction of Horse Prairie, 
which could not be accounted for ex
cept on the supposition that Blackfeet 
(Gros Ventres) were there. This made 
Bonneville apprehensive for the safe
ty of the hunters he had sent into 
that region. A couple of hunters were 
at once dispatched In search of the 
lost ones, and had a serious time of it. 
For three days they were without 
food, but at length shot a buffalo. 
This they cooked and ate. then turned 
back to camp, where they reported 
the failure of their errand.

Shortly afterward the missing hunt
ers appeared, little the worse for their 
long absence from the party. It Is now 
supposed these hunted on, or near 
Bald mountain. While they were kill
ing a plentiful amount of game there, 
they were Joined by Platheads who 
reported a large body of the so-called 
Blackfeet not far distant. The hunters 
did not tarry to Investigate the truth 
of this story, but at once set out for 
the Flathead village, and remained 
there until, reinforced by Mr. Cerre’s 
men, they felt It safe to seek the 
Bonneville winter camp. On their way 
there, and quite near the camp, they 
found evidence indicating that the 
enemy had been in that vicinity re
cently.

Another of Bonneville’s chief men 
had gone into the neighborhood of 
Horse-Prairie with a company of 20 
men. Perhaps because of their num
ber, they relaxed their vigilance. As 
Irving writes: “Feeling a little too se
cure, and too much at home on these 
prairies, (they) retired to a small grove 
to amuse themselves with a social 
game of cards called ‘old sledge,’ 
which is as popular among these 
trampers of the prairies as whist or 
ecarte among the polite circles of the 
cities. Prom the midst of their sport 
they were suddenly roused by a dis
charge of firearms and a shrill war- 
whoop. Starting to their feet, and 
snatching up their rifles, they beheld 
in dismay theif horses and mules al
ready in possession of the enemy, who 
had stolen upon the camp unperceived, 
while they were spellbound by the 
magic of old sledge.”

The Indians were attempting to 
make off with their stolen animals, 
when the hunters discovered they bad 
allies not to be despised, in the mules. 
Mules disliked Indians end could de
tect them at a great distance. In this 
instance the hunters’ mules seriously 
objected to having Indians on their 
backs, and promptly threw them off. 
The Indians gathered about those who 
had been thrown in order to protect 
them from the white men. who were 
now pouring shot In their direction. 
and the result was, both horses and 
mules were abandoned by the fleeing 
red men. “This adventure," Irving 
characteristically adds, “threw a tem
porary stigma upon the game of old 
sledge.” But he falls to tell us whether 
the cards were recovered. If not, this 
may have been an imputant factor 
In the unpopularity of the game.

Life Insurance Speeds
Victory. Premium dollar* do triple work. They are invested
in government and other bonds to make war goods. They are
diverted from goods which reduce* demand and 
staves off Inflationary prima. They build family security upon

WESTERN LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

mountain slopes takes plenty of time 
. . . plenty of time tar a fire to con
sume hundreds of acres of growing 
timber and to become an Inferno.

For years the weather bureau has 
offered invaluable assistance to forest

MONTANAR. B. RICHARDSON. PresidentHELENA

. , , and maintenance of
telephone lines. The boys have found 
the nearby Remount hay meadow a 
place where muscles get toughened 
and blisters can develop unexpectedly.

It is afternoon and an Important 
lesson in up to date firefighting tech
nique is scheduled for one pert of the 
student body to master. Fifty-eight 
men line up for tools, each man wear
ing a hard hat, a light brown helmet 
lined with steel, overlayed with 
and slicked over with plastic.

Cool top pieces are a protection 
against falling limbs and fire brands, 
the foreman explains. As he speaks 
he points out half a mile away the 
smoke of an actual forest fire running 
up the mountain where training of 
man versus fire Is to take place this 
afternoon.

With axes, saws, shovels and Pula- 
skls In hand, men start toward the 
flre moving ahead In single file. The 
trail leads up to a young stand of 
ponderosa pine and Douglas fir which 
spread over most of the mountain 
slope.
Simultaneous Attack

«■■■■■«»■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■a
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The chief at once recognizing the 

sound, caught the gun from Bridger 
and pulled him from the saddle. This 
might have been the last of the fa
mous trailblazer, if his comrades had 
not come to his rescue, as he had also 
been shot In the back by an arrow, 
or two of them.
Discovered Brother

Before this happened, the Gros 
Ventre wife of Loretto had discovered 
her brother among the Indians. Has
tily thrusting her baby into her hus
band’s arms, she rushed to welcome 
her brother. Then occurred the 
Bridger Incident, and there was no 
longer hope of peace between the two 
factions.

The mother cried for her child, but 
was not permitted to go to it. Then 
the father showed his bravery, and 
his love for wife and child. Without 
an instant’s hesitation, he approached 
the enemy and gave the baby to its 
mother.

Impressed by his courage, and per
haps by the affection, the chief said 
he might return to his party In safety, 
but he could not take with him his 
wife. She belonged to her own people, 
and to them she should go. This looks 
like the unhappy ending. But It is 

While engaged In locating and BOt the denouement. Irving, or Bonne- 
marking historic points In Montana, ville heard that later Loretto went to 
the place where this game was inter- Uve in “an American Pur Co. trading 
rupted should not be overlooked. It house In th* Blackfeet country, where 
la the first recorded card game on he acted as interpreter and had his 
Montana soil, although It was not by Indian girl with him.” 
any means the last. Card games have j This trading post was possibly Fort 
their legitimate part to history. Had • McKenzie, which was close to the land 
not three soldiers of the Revolution | of the Gros Ventres, who fought at 
been playing cards as Andre eame In Pierre’« Hole.

50I The saw crew first threads up Into 
timbered slopes and Is out of sight. 
Both sides of the fire are attacked 
simultaneously—the mop-up crew is 
the last to enter on the fire line.

By now the fire is moving up the 
steep forested Incline and appears to 
be making an Inverted V-shaped bum 
through young timber.

To hem the fire in and keep it from 
spreading, shallow trenches are cut 
Just outside the burning edge of the 
fire, with Pulaski and shovel, pine 
needles and duff are cleared away 
down to the mineral soil.

In the thick of the smoke Is a 
Polish lad, Leo Ladyak from Michigan, 
a Junior in forestry, struggling against 
the blinding gasses with tears In his 
eyes. Tears blur the eyes of everyone 
In the path of acrid fumes from the 
smoking forest.

All up and down the hillside as far 
as one can see through the smoking 
area and beyond there comes the 
sound of shovels gritting Into forest 
floor—grate of Pulaskls biting Into 
stubborn roots of brush and young 
trees standing in the way of fire line.

“Timber," comes the cry through 
the haze above, and a tree crashes 
down so It will not become a torch 
to throw sparks Into unbumed terri-
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First Card Game in Montana
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Everywhere there is action; brush, 
limbs and small pieces of wood are 
moved out of reach of the edge of 
the fire. Everywhere fire Is attacked.
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