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Rain is Fine for 
Farmers But Not • 
For OÜ DrillersIfi'

Continued blessings on the farmers, 
in the form of downpours of rain, de
layed drilling operations on Midway 
structure, west of Conrad, Pondera 
county, this week. E. C. Tarrant’s 
Woods deep test was shut down, part 
of the time, but now reports depth of 
2350 feet. Drilling will continue with 
8-ineh tools until the arrival of a string 
of 7-ineh easing which has been due 
to arrive for 60 days past. That eas
ing will be cemented at whatever depth 
the bit may have reached by the time 
it arrives.

Mud bogged down Tarrant’s machine 
which was being moved to new location 
from the recently completed Anderson 
well.

Rig builders were working on the 
derrick at Tarrant’s Conrad Butte well 
and should complete early next week.

Efforts of the Abbot 8. Pond inter
ests to get casing for the first well of a 
five-well campaign are thus far unavail
ing although Pond made a trip to Den
ver and then to Washington in an ef
fort to expedite the matter. He will not 
start the well until the easing is on 
the rack, he states. '
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Urges Ex-miners 
To Return to Old 
Jobs in the Mines

No Shortage of 
Imported Chrome 
And Manganese Ore

NATION AX SOCIALISM
If, through extortionate taxation 

wo make the private operation of 
basic Industry Impossible, the in
evitable consequence will be some 
form of National Socialism. If pri
vate operation collapses for sheer 
lack of funds the government will 
take over, politicians will become 
the executives and—we know the 
rest. Political management is always 
inefficient management.

y.

DENVER.—The war manpower com
mission notified its Rocky mountain di
rector that a shortage of workers in 
metal mines, smelters and refineries is 
so acute it might endanger the war 
effort and directed him to “take im
mediate steps” to return former work
ers in the industry “to their posts of 
duty.”

The regional commissioner, John B. 
McCusker, announced receipt of the tele
gram from Paul V. McNutt and outlined 
a program for putting it into effect.

McNutt’s wire stated: “The shortage 
of workers in our metal mines, smelters 
and refineries has now reached a state 
so critical that unless corrected it might 
endanger the entire war effort.”

A cooling interest in development of 
strategic materials is reported from 
official Washington. The answer is in 
the fact that all ships returning from 
Russia and from Africa must have 
ballast and they are bringing back bal
last loads of chromites, manganese and 
other high grade ores which are giving 
the United States greater supplies than 
ever before. It is reported that as a 
result the South Dakota manganese de
velopment is at an end, as one of many 
instances. It is understood that the $15,- 
000,000 chromite development on the 
Stillwater may be curtailed and pos
sibly shut down as soon as there is 
enough ore in sight for the newly 
completed mill which will be shut 
down until such time as a national 
emergency requires. At the same time, 
mining experts agree that high grade 
ores of Turkey, Russia and Africa are 
being stripped to the point where use 
of low grade ores will be necessary 
throughout the world, after the war. 
This may bring revival of both chro
mite and manganese mining, especially 
if a western steel industry is developed. 
At the end of the war it is believed 
that the government plants will be 
taken over by private interests, prob
ably at a fraction of their cost.

Urges $150,000 
Fund to Drill 
Iron Ore Bodies

Senator B. K. Wheeler of Montana is 
making an effort to have a sum in
cluded in the U. 8. Bureau of Mines
appropriation to finance the drilling of 
the Running Wolf and other potential 
iron ore deposits of Montana. He ap
peared before the sub-committee, ask- 

that the item of $150,000 for

HosWcrr Board 
Threatened Your 
F armer-Pumpers?

PRICE OF DEMOCRACY
It costs money to live in a free 

America. Socony-Vacuum Oil Co. paid 
$71,530,419 in direct taxes in 1942 
plus $68,855,227 collected for states on 
gasoline, while it was earning $30,808,- 
397 for its stockholders.
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vestigation of raw material resources 
for western steel production (national 
defense) be restored to $300,000. In 
support of his amendment he quoted 
from a letter received by the senator 
from Dr. Sayers, director of U8BM:

Preliminary examination of the de
posits, which has taken into account 
the limited exploration that has been 
done on the several groups of claims, 
indicates that the proposed exploration 

reveal reserves in excess of 50 mil-

County War Boards set up by the 
department of agriculture are “raiding” 
employees of oil producing companies 
in an effort to force men with previous 
experience in farming to return to the 
soil. Pumpers on leases are receiving 
“threatening” letters, demanding that 
they return to farming or go into mili
tary service. PAW is looking into the 
matter and would . like to hear from 
oil companies affected to determine how 
widespread is this practice.

MANGANESE PRODUCTION
Anaconda Copper Mining company’s 

Emma property at Butte is now pro
ducing 375 tons daily of 60 percent man
ganese in nodulized form.

PLANNED HOUSE OF CARDS
The “planned economy” this nation is 

living under has promoted high produc
tion costs while demanding low prices 
for consumers. The formula reads well, 
but it doesn’t work. You can’t arbitra
rily boost the cost of production and 
hold down the cost of living.

(This is being illustrated once more in 
the falling off of new oil discoveries. 
Wildcat drilling cannot be carried on 
with hot air. It takes money—more 
money than it did before the "war 
boom.” OPA suggests a “government 
subsidy” (money from every taxpayer’s 
pocket), in lieu of a necessary crude oil 
price increase, to encourage the search 
for new oil reserves which will soon be 
desperately needed by this nation.

Petroleum Administrator Ickes has 
recommended an average increase of 35 
cents a barrel, instead of a subsidy. Oil 
men do not want subsidies—which mean 
taxpayer-financing of wildcatting. 
Many producers feel that the subsidy 
proposal is an attempt to put the gov
ernment into the oil business.

A subsidy dodges the basic issue of 
allowing prices that will cover fair pro
duction costs. Tne people pay either 
way, but there will be less waste and 
less inflation in production financed 
with reasonable profits than with pro
duction financed with taxation.

INDEX OF WHOLESALE PRICES 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 

(1926—100)
Petroleum
Products Commodities

may
lion tons of iron ore. The Bureau of 
Mines proposes to delimit the extent of 
the major known bodies of ore and to 
explore for continuations of the known 
deposits.

“You will observe that this is no

State Coal Miners 
Are Back on Jobs

All
Tear
1933 41.0 65.9BILLINGS.—D. F. Buckingham, sec

retary of the Montana Coal Operators 
association states that the state’s 1,400 
miners have returned to work in seven 
major coal mines. The miners had been 
idle six days.

1934 50.5 74.9
1935 51.3 80.0

said Senatorhit-and-miss proposition,’
Wheeler. “From previous examination 

will note that it is stated reserve

1936 57.3 80.8
1937 60.5 86.3
1938- 55.9 78.6you

iron ore may exceed 50 million tons. 
Whether in peace or in war this coun
try is going to need that ore.

“The deposits of ore mentioned above 
are located in the State of Montana

1939 52.2 77.1
1940 50.0 78.6CHANGE CUTBACK ASPHALT

A change in the penetration range 
specifications of residue from distilla
tion for MC-1 cutback asphalt to a 
new standard of 200-350 instead of the 
old range of 120-300 has been made by 
PAW, in order to increase produc
tion of residual fuel oil to meet war 
demands.

1941 56.9 87.3
1942 59.8 98.8

and I have reason to believe that the 
Bureau of Mines is so intensely inter
ested in further exploration to such 
an extent that if my amendment is 
adopted they will use this additional 
money for that purpose.
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GOODALL BROS.

Food is so scarce in China that it 
is not rationed among civilians. ErtabUmbwl IMS

Send a contribution to the Sunburst 
Badger.

DESIGNED FOR MININGAnswers Your Questions 
on Prospecting

ALLIS-CHALMERS
V-Belt Drives

This complete, practical, pocket-sized guide
book gives many facts helpful to the pros
pector, miner, and field engineer. Covers 
equipment and, methods, geologic and min
éralogie data. Identification of important 
minerals, and scores of related facts for 
practical use.

WEEKLY CRUDE DEL 
STOCK REPORT

Stocks of domestic and foreign crude 
petroleum at the close of the week ended 
May 29, totalled 245,752,000 barrels, ac
cording to data reported to the Bureau 
of Mines, United States Department of 
the Interior. Compared with the total of 
the preceding week, this represents an 
increase of 2,092,000 barrels, comprising 
an increase of 2,103,000 barrels in 
stocks of domestic crude but a decline 
of 11,000 barrels in stocks of foreign 
crude. Heavy crude-oil stocks in Cali
fornia, not included in the “refinable” 
crude stocks, totalled 9,779,000 barrels, 
a decrease of 312,000 barrels from the 
amount on hand May 22.

Handbook for Prospectors and 
Operators of Small Mines

By M. W. von Bom«- So* these data
Aid to Prospectors 
Lows Pertaining to 

Mining

Let us figure with you on a V-Belt Drive to 
replace your present unsatisfactory setup, 
efficiencies along with continuous trouble-free 
operation. Failure is almost an impossibility.

wits
540 pages, $4.00 

Revised by
H. C. ChelUon Geology in Pros

pectingSimply and concise
ly, this book pre-1 Outcrops 
sents everything the Sampling and As- 
practical man can saying 
use in the field, from 
the most efficient 
equimdnt, to making 
field tests. Practical Markets and 
uses of geology and 
mineralogy are ex
plained. Minerals Developing and 
are covered hilly as Equipping 
to their occurrence. Glossary of Terms 

Used in Mining

Miscellaneous Mining Equipment
Spikes and BoltsTracks and Splices

Occurrence in 
Ores Anaconda Prospecting Hoists

Mine Signal HoistsMine Buzzers \ .

Prices
Treatment Ore CarsCITIES SERVICES MAN HERE

A visitor in Montana this week is 
T. C. Beistand, geologist for Cities 
Service, with offices in Bartelsville, 
Okla. Mr. Beistand will make a recon
naissance survey of Alberta iu addition 
to Montana.

Orders Filled Promptly

Montana Hardware Companyand values.

Supply Department 
Montana Oil & Mining Journal 
Box 2050

Ten to 15 percent of Georgia’s 1942 
bumper crop of cotton was picked by 
volunteer city folks.

BUTTE — GREAT FALLS
Great Falls. Moot


