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Razzing For 
"Hotary Editor

(Continued from Page 1)

these dry holes and sawing 
them up for stove wood?”
The Journal doesn’t mind the 

‘ razzing.” The editor suspects that 
the writer is the same cable tool 
driller who is now a producer but 
who when a contractor, years ago, 
withdrew his advertisement from 
the Journal with the comment; “We 
read in the Journal that rotary con
tractors are coming who will drill 
wells so fast and cheaply that the 
cable tool drillers will be put out 
of business. So we are going to 
economize and will start by with
drawing our advertisement from 
the Journal.”

The Journal has carried the 
torch for rotary for a decade or 
more, confident that rotary can 
save a lot of money for casing and 
time, and we have not abandoned 
that belief. We know that in the 
early days the Midcontinent cable 
too! drillers who came to Montana 
were pretty useless. Those who 
came from Wyoming and under
stood the formations were quicker 
to adapt themselves to Montana 
conditions and were the more valu
able. They all learned, in time, but 
the point is that Midcontinent tech
nique does not work in Montana 
formations.

We are confident that the rotary 
drillers will learn and if need be, 
we will provide them with some 
proven ground to practice on. In 
view of the fact that no commercial 
well has been completed in North
ern Montana, outside a few in Cut 
Bank, by use of rotary tools, there 
is every reason to believe that 
rotary practices can be improved. 

Everyone knows how rotaries 
mudded off production on the low 
side of the Oklahoma City fault 
until a smart petroleum engineer 
for British-American tried using oil 
to drill into the Wilcox sand. There
after large producers resulted. 
Wells with a 50-foot fluid level 
pump as much as 800 barrels per 
day. This was not possible when 
heavy rotary mud was pumped 
back intô the low-pressure forma
tion, found at 6,000 feet.

There can be no question but that 
rotary will make holes cheaper and 
faster than cable tools but that is 
not the most important factor. Our 
prime interest in rotary is for use 
in drilling through the Madison 
lime—a Job that cable tools haven’t 
been able to handle. Rotary bits 
make good time in the Madison 
lime in Turner Valley. They would 
do likewise in Montana. When we

Pago Eight

invited rotary drillers we had in 
mind that they would drill through 
the lime and open up the horizons 
which we believe will give Mon
tana Its major pools. We had no 
idea of using rotary equipment to 
dig postholes.

It is very apparent that the ro
tary wells drilled thus far this year 
have served to give only geological 
information, since they have all 
quit at cable-tool depth at the top 
of the lime: If any or all erf these 
wells are located on structure, it is 
only a question of time until those 
locations will have to be re-drilled 
through the Madison lime. At that 
time rotary win be used to drill 
to the top of the producing horizon. 
Thereafter they will either be 
drilled in with oil or with a lime- 
mud or with some other technique 
to prevent water-logging the for
mation.

When we see 56 feet of satura
tion in the Cut Bank sand fail to 
show a drop of oil after rotary mud 
has been applied, as at Blackleaf: 
and when we see showings with 
bleeding cores in the lime fail to 
show a drop of oil on drill stem test 
in Pendroy and other places, we be
gin to wonder what would have 
happened at the Hageman-Pond 
well on Pendroy had it been 
drilled with rotary. That sand was 
so soft that rotary might have lost 
circulation. Is there any possibility 
that drilling water, if not mud, 
would have penetrated that sand?

As stated at the beginning, we 
know nothing about rotary tech
nique but we gravely doubt that 
these low-pressure formations can 
be handled like the high pressures 
of other oil producing states. Other
wise, why did Texaco and others 
abandon use of rotary in Cut Bank1

Second Gas Well 
South of Shelby

Governors Urge 
Higher Price 
For Crude Oil

A second gas well has been com
pleted In the Nadeau pool south
west of Shelby, much smaller than 
the first. It is Napar-Oil & Gas- 
Nadeau No .1. NW NWy4 SE% 
11-31N-3W, and had an initial of 
500,000 cubic feet of gas per day. 
The first completion showed 2,000,- 
000 cu. feet per day.

Nadeau Brothers-State No. 1, In 
NWk SEV4 36-32-3W, was spudded 
on September 28. It is 1980 feet 
north of south and 2630 feet west 
of east line.

DENVER.—A strongly worded 
demand for an increase of “at least 
35 cents a barrel” in the price of 
crude oil, an outspoken condemna
tion of federal encroachment on 
states' rights, and a sweeping out
line of the states' postwar wishes 
emerged late Saturday from an ex
ecutive session which marked con
clusion of the first conference in 
history of western and southern 
governors.

Sixteen of the twenty-one gover
nors attending or officially repre
sented at the conference signed a 
telegram to President Roosevelt, 
Economic Stabilization Director 
Vinson and Prl 
Prentiss Brown, urging the oil price 
increase. Four others declined to 
sign and two governors signed by 
proxy.

Those who declined to participate 
in the request included Governors 
Earl Warren of California, Arthur 
R. I^mglie of Washington, C. A. 
Bottolfsen of Idaho and Sam C.
F ord of Montana.

Said the resolutions :
“We believe that a price Increase , 

a year ago would have resulted in 
an ample supply of crude oil at 
this lime.

“Likewisé, this would have pre
vented the abandonment of thou
sands of stripper and marginal 
wells, the production and oil re
serves of which have been lost, 
not only at this time when they 
are so badly needed in the war ef
fort, but for all time to come.

“We believe that unless the price 
is increased immediately, danger 
of ever-increasing scarcity is Im
minent.”

No Decision 
On Cut Bank 
Repressuringce Administrator

Discussion of repressuring Cut 
Bank and Kevin fields occupied 
principal attention of the produc
tion committee of District 4, PAW, 
at Casper last week, according to 
Geo. McCabe and Julius C. Peters, 
Montana members who attended, 
together with R. P. Jackson, sec
retary of the Montana Oil Conser
vation Board.

No decision was reached as it 
was discovered that the data at 
hand was inadequate to promulgate 
any plan for secondary recovery in 
these fields and it was referred 
back to a committee for further 
study.

In attendance were Washington ! 
representatives of PAW, including ! 
Donald Knowlton, who spoke be
fore a gathering of some 150 oper
ators at the general meeting. His 
reference to oil prices were “off the 
record.” In Cut Bank sessions of 
this committee Mr. Knowlton ex
pressed confidence that an increase 
in the price of crude was assured.

Principal interest centered in dis
cussions inside and outside the 
meeting regarding a pipeline from 
Elk Basin to Billings. It appears 
that three companies desire to build 
the line, including the Yale, which 
runs 8500 barrels of crude per day 
at its Billings plant, also Standolind 
and Continental Oil Co. Some oper
ators contended that it was more 
important to use the materials to 
build a pipeline south to connect 
with the big line to Whiting, In
diana. Without pipelines, no ade
quate market is in sight for Elk 
Basin. Yale, with Minnelusa, has its 
own market for its own production.
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Arthur Hasbrouch, formerly of 
Dillon, has become manager of 
Farmers Union Oil Co. at Nashua, 
succeeding the late William Grady. 
Marvin Garsko is assistant.

New Ten-Inch Line 
Being Built Out Of 
Bowdoin Gas Field

Two tin cnns out of every three that 
could be salvaged are thrown away.

M-SC0PE and MT-SC0PEMontana-Dakota Utilities Co. is 
building a 22.5-mile 10-inch gas line 
from its compressor station in Bow
doin gas field east to a point near 
Tampico, according to Otto H. 
Bundy, Bowdoin division manager 
at Glasgow. It will replace the pres
ent 6-inch line built in 1929. The 
6-inch will be used for building 
gathering lines.

The larger capacity will make 
available more Bowdoin gas for 
eastern Montana, relieving Glen- 
dive-Baker production for use in 
the Dakota lines. The company has 
an 8-inch line through Fort Peck to 
Glendive. In Bowdoin it has 150 
wells of which 110 have been com
pleted since 1940. Forty-five wells 
were completed during 1942 and 25 
wells have been authorized for this 
year.

Bowdoin is being developed un
der unit plan of operation.

For locating of ore bodies, 
veins, pocket* and fault*

FREE LITERATURE n 
Also contracted geophya

joa request, 
cal surveys.

Latest pamphlet on geophysical pros
pecting, lilafitnsted for mining sngi 
neers and prospectors, postpaid for
50 cents.

Ton cannot afford to be 
without this Information,

Fisher Research Laboratory 
Palo Alto, CaliforniaTin is essential for containers for 

food, blood plasma, and other medical 
needs. Save tin cans.

DESIGNED FOR MININGAnswers Your Questions 
on Prospecting

ALLIS-CHALMERS 
V-Belt Drives

This complot«, practical, pockot-eieod guide
book gives many facts helpful to the pros
pector, miner, and Hold engineer. Covers 
equipment and methods, geologic and min
éralogie data, identification of important 
minerals, and scores of related facts for 
practical use.

Handbook lor Prospector» and 
Operator» of Small Mine«

Total Shut-Down of 
Gold Mines Intended

The War Production Board has 
clarified the definition of “opera
tions” as applied to gold mines:

“Operation’ means any and all 
work In and about a mining enter
prise; and includes not only min
ing but treatment of ore or placer 
materials from any enterprise. It 
also Includes all prospecting, ex
ploration work and development 
work.”

Another order prevents the dis
position of machinery’ without spe
cific WPB approval except to any 
producer who holds a serial num
ber issued under P-56, P-58 or P-73.

Let ua ligure with you on a V-Belt Drive to 
replace your present unsatisloctory setup- 
efficiencies along with continuous trouble-free 
operation. Failure is almost an impossibility

Aid to Prospectais 
Laws Pertaining to 

Mining
Geology in Pros

pecting

540 pages, $4.00 
Revised by

Simply and concise
ly. ' this book pro- Outcrops 
sents everything the Sampling and A. 
practical man 
use in the field, from 
the most efficient 
equiment, to making 
field tests. Practical Markets and 
usee of geology and 
mineralogy ore ex
plained. Minerals Developing and 
are covered fully as Equipping 
to their occurrence. Glossary ' at Terms 
and values.

Miscellaneous Mining Equipment
Spikes and Boltssaying

Occurrence in
Tracks and Splices

Anaconda Prospecting Jioists
Mine Signal Hoist»

Ores
Mine Buzzers

Prices
Treatment

Ore Cars

Orders Filled Promptly

Montana Hardware CompanyK V. T. Trent Used in Mining

GOODALL BROS.
Supply Department
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