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Chrome Mines 
Are All Idle

Congress Makes 
Demand for Oil 
Price Increase

First Failure 
Is Recorded in 
Midway Field

In Our
As forecast in the Journal several 

weeks ago. the chrome mining and 
milling operations in Stillwater-Red 
Ixxlge districts of southern Mon
tana have ceased, both the govern
ment operation and the Ü. S. Vana
dium Corp. operation having shut 
down, probably permanently. 
Enough foreign chrome Is coming 
in to supply all requirements. The 
government spent $15,000,000 in es
tablishing that the Stillwater de
posit is the greatest low-grade 
chromite deposit in the world.

MAIL BAG
The price situation in brief:
PAW Ickes and OPA Brown have 

exchanged more letters, Brown say
ing “no” to a price increase; Ickes 
saying he will take it to “higher 
ups.”

Caucus of 94 congressmen waited 
on Byrnes and Vinson at White 
House with threat that if admin 
istration does not act promptly, 
congress will pass bill fixing oil 
prices.

Clark mid-west fuel Investigating 
committee recomended an increase 
of 50 to 60 cents per barrel in price 
of crude. •

Congressman Rivers, head of 
naval affairs committee's oil fact 
finding subcommittee, declared; 
“Nation’s oil men can lick oil short
age if we can kill off the bureau
crats and unshacjde the oil in
dustry.”

Midway oil field, Montana’s new
est oil pool, in Pondera county, had 
its first setback this week as Tar- 
rant-Richardson No. 1, southeast of 
the Hageman-Pond-Rispln producer, 
failed to find commercial produc
tion in the Sunburst sand. It had 
only 14 feet of hard Sunburst sand 
and a mere showing of oil. Struc
turally it is 40 feet higher than the 
Pond producer and 30 feet lower 
than the Wood discovery well. Drill
ing continues to test a 15-foot sand 
below the yellow, corresponding in 
location to the Cut Bank sand, 
logged in the Wood deep test.

Hageman & Pond this week 
shipped in a drilling machine from 
Illinois and made a third location 
on the Rlspin farm. The rig will 
be used to clean out the Rispin No. 
1, where loose sand has caused 
much trouble by cutting out the 
cups in the pump. Thereafter it 
will be moved to No. 3 in the north
east corner of the discovery 40 
acres.

Katley & Kipe, preparing to drill 
the south offset to the Rispin No. 1, 
are waiting for rig builders.

Following completion of the 
Richardson No. 1, Tarrant will 
move back onto his DeStaffany No. 
1 to clean out and cement cave. A 
jet was used to ream the formation 
and it cut out the seat of the cas
ing and the well cannot be kept on 
production. Thereafter he will move 
back onto his Anderson No. 1 
which was drilled to the top of the 
Sunburst sand, finding oil. He shut 
down and waited three weeks for 
pipe at the end of which time there 
was 1100 feet of cavings in the hole. 
New pipe has now been obtained 
which will make a completion pos
sible.

Oct. 8, 1943,
Bridger. Mont.

Montana Oil & Mining Journal,
518 First Avenue South.
Great Falls, Mont.

Gentlemen:
I have read the Journal from 

time to time that there is a short
age of drillers and other oil field 
help. There are good reasons why 
a man, particularly those working 
on drilling rigs should want to get 
out of the oil fields.

I am drilling for a rotary drilling 
contractor at the Frannie field west 
of Frannie, Wyo. There are five 
men on the crew, only three having 
cars, so it necessitated my driving 
every third day 71 miles going to 
and returning from work. The last 
two weeks of September, I drpve 
every other day as one car was 
down for repairs, so last month I 
drove, to get to and from work 975 
miles.

On August 17th, I received 16-B 
coupons for 90 days. On October 1st 
1 applied for additional gas, having 
used my B coupons and all but 
four of my A coupons. I received 
a note from a clerk on the ration
ing board saying I couldn’t have 
more gas until November 13th, 1943.

For the past year except for five 
days last March, I have worked 
every day, at least, eight hours, 
sometimes twelve, and a few times 
sixteen, and then two hours or 
better on the road getting to and 
returning from the job.

Now- if the OPA or any other 
part of the soup wants my car or 
my job, they can sure have it and 
I will try to go to work some place 
where someone else will worry 
about getting me to and from work. 
1 will be happy when the B-gaso- 
line ration is cut as it will save me 
about $150 per year, I know that 
because the OPA says my V8 will 
give me 30 to 35 gallons per gallon.

Why doesn’t the OPA go out to 
the hog pen and tell the farmer’s 
hogs they will have to get just as 
fat on half the com, that would 
leave more com for every body, 
that seems what they want us to 
have, plenty corny.

Yours truly,
FRED E. BUTLER, 

Box 297.

Sunburst Badger's 
Grandson" Meets 

An Untimely End

tt

I

The “Grandson of the Sunburst 
Badger” is no more.

The Journal’s Badger editor dis
covered the “grandson” in the yard 
of “Curley” Meeks, Big West driller. 
He was a tame badger, raised from 
a tiny pup, was a playful and hu
morous house pet. and constant 
companion of the Meeks’ children 
at Shelby. The Badger editor want
ed to get a picture of him to run 
in the Journal’s humor column with 
appropriate remarks. Meeks took 
the pet with him to Kevin, where 
the Badger editor planned to snap 
the picture.

Released in the yard of George 
Engle, Big West superintendent, 
during lunch hour, Mr. Badger es
caped through the wire fence and 
started for a walk. He was well 
known on Shelby streets where he 
was a town pet, but not so in 
Kevin. Some doughty big game 
hunter discovered the waddling 
animal, ran out and grabbed him 
by the tail and flailed him on the 
pavement. Friends who ran to his 
rescue arrived loo late. He was able 
to walk back to the house, but 
died a few minutes later -with a 
perplexed look in his eyes; a per
plexity shared by everyone who 
knew him.

I
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PLEA FOR GOLD MINES

San Francisco Chamber of Com
merce has taken an active interest 
in mining and is advocating gold 
as the international monetary 
standard and is now asking WPB 
to amend its order closing gold 
mines to allow gold mines to op
erate sufficiently to cover carrying 
and maintenance expenses. WPB. 
expected to have thousands of gold 
expected to have thausands of gold 
als industries. Only a few hundred 
responded, so the closing order has 
tended to destroy this industry 
without any particular benefit to 
the war effort.

Ardu» ]. OoodaU

GOODALL BEOS

Ask for Stock 
Pile of Drilling 
Lines in State

SjrtaStMurf SMC

M-SC0PE and MT-SC0PE
OIL MOVEMENT AT PEAK

Movement of oil to the Atlantic 
seaboard by pipeline has reached 
the record-smashing figure of 360,- 
000 bbl. per day, as against 66,000 
bbl. daily a year ago.

John A. Roebllng’s Sons company, 
manufacturers of Roebling wire 
line, have assigned a representative 
to Rocky Mountain oil fields. He 
is Homer H. Davis, who was a 
visitor in Great Falls this week in 
company with J. W. “Pete” Gilles
pie of National Supply, which han
dles Roebling wire line. Davis at
tended Montana School of Mines 
and handled Roebling lines in the 
mining industry in thLs state for 
many years.

While in Great Falls Mr. Gilles
pie announced that an effort is 
being made to have wire line added 
to the stockpile for Rocky Moun
tain operators who are now provid
ed with casing for wildcat wells, 
with supply depots at Casper and 
at Cut Bank. There is a serious 
shortage of drilling lines that will 
likely cause a curtailment in drill
ing unless some emergency meas
ure makes more wire line available.

For locating of or« bodlac, 
veins, pockets sad fault«.

FREE LITERATURE noon 
Also contracted geophysical 
Latest pamphlet On geophysical pros
pecting, illustrated for mining engi
neers and prospectors, postpaid for 
50 cents.

request, 
nn ey*

Oil field «upply stores can now buy 
! nd sell both used and new equipment 
from and to petroleum operators with
out a direct resale being involved, PAW 
has ruled. This will speed up redistri
bution of excess inventories.

Yon cannot afford to toe 
without this Information.

A total of 110,000 average tin 
cans will provide an amount of 
scrap steel normally required to 
produce the steel used in one me
dium tank or two light tanks.

Fisher Research Laboratory 
Palo Alto, California

MINING SUPPLIESAnswers Your Questions 
on Prospecting

Of Every DescriptionThis complété, practical, pocket-sized guide
book gives many facts helpful to the pros
pector, miner, and field engineer. Covers 
equipment and methods, geologic and min
éralogie data. Identification of Important 
minerals, and scores of related facts for 
practical use. Prospecting Holsts 

Yale Hoisting Blocks 
Beebe All-Steel Hoists 

Buzzers and Trip Gong Bells 

Track Spikes 
Nail Bags 
Miners Axes 
Miners Candles

Parts for Yale Spur Geared Chain Hoists 
Miners' Skullguards and Caps

Ore Cars 
Chain Blocks 
Coppus Blowers 
Mine Signal Switches 
Mine Rails 
Ore Sacks 
Water Bags 
One Man Mine Saws 
Carbide Lamps

ALBERTA OIL NEWS Handbook for Prospector» and 
Operators of Small Mines 

By M. W. von Bern«- See the** data
Aid to Prospectors 
Law« Pertaining to 

Mining
Geology in Pros 

peeling

Dr. T. A. Link, chief geologist of 
Imperial Oil Co., has relumed to 
Norman Wells following a brief 
visit to Calgary. He reported that 
drilling in the Norman field this 
year has brought satisfactory re
sults and that the spring will see 
testing along both sides of the 
Mackenzie river and westward 
toward the Mackenzie mountains, 
along the route of the pipeline to 
Whitehorse.

Contrary to published reports, the 
pipeline is nowhere near comple
tion. The Norman oil comes from 
the Devonian and while erratic In 
occurrence, the producing area ap
parently covers a much larger area 
than believed earlier. Dr. Link dis
covered the field in 1919.

wit*
S40 pages, $4.00 

Revised by 
H. C. Chclbon

Simply and concise
ly, this book pre- Outcrops 
sents everything the Sampling and As- 
practical man can 
use in the field, from 
the most efficient 
equimenl, to making 
Held lests. Practical Market» and 
uses of geology and 
mineralogy are ex
plained. Minerals Developing and 
are covered fully as 
to their occurrence. Glossary of Terms 

Used in Mining

saying
Occurrence in 

Ores

Prices
Treatment

AND A COMPLETE UNE OF INGERSOLL-RAND 

MINING EQUIPMENTEquipping

and values.

Montana Hardware Co.
BUTTE-GREAT FALLS

Supply Department
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