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Tax by Oty 
Is New Blow 
At Operators

Tunnel Will 
Drain Mines 
At Leadville

MINING
Lead Stockpiles Dwindle as Use 
Mounts and Production Declines

Signiag of a government con
tract for driving a 17400-foot 
drainage tunnel to unwater vast 
flooded metal resources in the 
Leadville, Colo., zinc-lead area 
la announced by Secretary of 
the Interior Harold»!* Icke«.

Authorized by specific congres
sional appropriation, endorsed by 
half a dozen government agencies 
and reviewed by the comptroller 
general and attorney general, the 
tunnel will be built and owned by 
the bureau of mines. It will make 
recoverable an estimated 3,000,000 
tons of zinc and lead ores and 1,- 
000,000 tons of manganese ores now 
under water where Leadville op
erators have lost a half-century bat
tle with floods.

Replete with cancellation clauses 
the fixed fee contract authorizes 
Stiers Brothers Construction Co., 
drivers of several Colorado railroad, 
irrigation, mining and drainage 
tunnels, to start work within 30 
days. An estimated minimum of 555 
days is required for construction. 
There may be some ore production 
before the tunnel is complete, but 
full production will not be possible 
until some time later.

Preceding the negotiating and 
signing of the contract, necessary 
steps taken included refinement of- 
engineering plans, geological and 
mining surveys, securing of tunnel 
easement rights by court action, 
portal rights by negotiation, and 
endorsement by the United States 
attorney general and the United 
States comptroller general of the 
procedures.

The department of the interior 
has invited all property owners of 
the flooded region—the Carbonate 
Hill, Downtown, Fryer Hill, and. 
Iron Hill areas—to execute agree
ments which exempt signers from 
statutory liability for construction 
charges and assure them the right 
to use the tunnel system for pros
pecting and other purposes as well 
as drainage. The agreements also 
stipulate payment of a royalty by 
the property owners of not less 
than 2 per cent and not more than 
4 per cent on the smelter or mill 
returns from minerals taken from 
areas with altitudes higher than 
the tunnel level, and not less than 
1 per cent nor more than 2 per 
cent royalty on the smelter or mill 
returns on minerals mined below

Maybe, after all, operators were 
lucky they didn’t do much town- 
lot drilling in Shelby, Cut Bank and 
Kevin.

For, if recent California experi
ence is a criterion, by so doing they 
would simply have let themselves 
in for an additional tax—one 1m-

The position of lead, while not critical, requires careful watching, 
according to the Lead Producers Industry Advisory committee. 
Several producers have called attention to the steadily increasing 
withdrawals from stockpile, which if continued will be cause for
alarm.

While undoubtedly there will be 
considerable decrease in demand for 
lead in the small arms program for 
1944, there will be compensating 
increases in demand for other es
sential purposes, such as batteries, 
cables, tetraethyl lead, etc. Most of 
these items go into the munitions 
program.

On the basis of present demands 
of the munitions program, con
sumption of lead in 1944 should 
equal 1943 consumption, it was
said.

On the other hand, the produc
tion of lead from domestic mines 
promises to decline owing to labor 
shortages, but every effort will be 
made to maintain present produc
tion. Domestic mine production 
amounts to about 40 per cent of the 
total consumption, the deficit being 
made up from imports and sec
ondary lead. Imports may increase 
somewhat during the coming year, 
but the recovery of secondary lead 
is likely to be hampered by labor 
shortages.

The industry was informed that 
the war production board had ap
proved the recommendations of the 
tin-lead division with respect to 
domestic mines subject to review 
during the beginning of 1944 as fol
lows: Present producing mines 
should bo kept in operation. Present 
labor forces should be maintained 
through deferment of mine, mill 
and smelter workers. It is recom
mended that no new projects for 
the production of lead involving 
government financing be approved.
No lead mine not now operating 
should be permitted to commence 
production unless such production 
would be profitable on the basis of 
an "A" Zero quota. It is also pro
posed to maintain a certain degree 
of control to balance supply and 
demand.

Further announcement may be 
expected from time to time with re
spect to contemplated actions to 
carry out this program.

Mileage tests on gasoline that 
dealers are now pumping into cus
tomer tanks show an increase when 
used on the open road and a de
crease in city driving over the gas 
sold a year ago.

This was the result of mileage 
tests made by the Automobile Club 
of Southern California engineers 
recently.

At 35 miles an hour the wartime 
fuel produced 21.33 miles per gal
lon compared with 20.67 miles in 
1942 on an open road test. Driven at 
legal speeds through 75 miles of 
stop-and-go city traffic, the war 
fuel gave 16.48 miles to the gallon 
as against 16.51 a year ago.

Duplicating conditions of a simi
lar survey conducted in 1942, the 
same car, piloted by Assistant Chief 
Engineer H. F. Holley, was used 
in the test runs routed over the 
same courses, both for the non-stop 
performance and the trips through 
typical metropolitan areas.

Half of the 16,600 private automo
biles in Holland are operating on 
gasoline allowances of five quarts 
per month.

*
posed by the municipality in which 
they happened to be drilling.

Illustrative of this is the action 
recently taken by the Los Angeles 
city council, which has ordered an 
ordinance prepared assessing a tax 
of two cents a barrel on oil pro
duced within the city limits. The 
present tax is half a cent per bar-

Mining Group 
Is Revived At 
Virginia City

j.

?
Resuming activity following a 

dormant period caused by the fed
eral ban on gold mining, the Madi
son County Mining association re
cently held a joint meeting with the 
Virginia City Vigilance club at Vir
ginia City, naming a new slate of 
officers.

Heading the group is K. D. Lynch 
of the Boaz mine at Norris, who 
was chosen as president. Other offi
cers elected were W. R. Callaway 
of Sheridan, vice president, and E. 
M. Smith of Virginia City, and J. G. 
McLeod of Norris, members of the 
executive committee. Lyman H. 
Bennett, secretary of the Vigilance 
club, and Frank Carey, treasurer, 
will hold like positions in the asso
ciation.

The Madison County Mining asso
ciation was organized at a meeting 
in Virginia City September 23, 1938. 
The meeting was called by the Vlr- 
ginia City Vigilance club, which has 
remained as sponsor of the group.

First officers of the association 
were Alex McDonald of the May
flower mine, president; R. W. Ros- 
siter of Sheridan, vice president; 
Frank E. Blair, secretary, and-John 
P. Erie, treasurer. Succeeding presi
dents have been A. J. Theis of Nor
ris, 1940; W. R. Callaway of Sheri
dan, 1941, and W. H. Brinton of 
Sheridan, 1942.

The association meeting was the 
first since May, 1942, when the 
group convened in Sheridan.

rel.
Proponents of the lax Increase 

assert it will give Los Angeles $350,- 
000 additional revenue annually. 
What the operators think about the 
plan hasn’t been reported.

Report Made by U. S. 
Mother Lode Copper

Geologic Studies are being con
ducted by the geological survey, 
United States department of the 
interior, to aid and encourage a re
vival of mining activity in the 
copper-zinc belt that lies a few 
miles west of the famous Mother 
Lode gold belt in California. One of 
the first results of this work, a 
geologic map of the workings of 
the North Keystone mine, at Cop 
perpolis, in Calaveras county, is 
now available to the public.

the tunnel level If collections ex
ceed the tunnel cost and upkeep, 
the “profits” will be returned to the 
private operators on a prorata 
basis.

M-SC0PE and MI-SCOPE
For
▼«to*. :su sad faults

FREE LITERATURE upon request 
geophysical surreys. 

Latest pamphlet on geophysieal pros
pecting, illustrated for mining engi
neers and prospectors, postpaid for 
50 cents.

Ilmo ict trusted

Ton cannot afford to be 
without this Information..Eighty-octane motor fuel has 

been designated as the standard 
combat gasoline for all army ve
hicles, according to the War depart
ment which recently issued new 
specifications.

Fisher Research Laboratory 
Palo Alto, California

DESIGNED FOR MININGAnswers Your Questions 
on Prospecting

ALLIS-CHALMERS
V-Belt Drives

This complete, practical, pocket-sized guide
book gives many facts helpful to the pros
pector, miner, and field engineer. Covers 
equipment and methods, geologic and min
éralogie data, identification of important 
minerals, and scores of related facts for 
practical use. »

Handbook for Prospectors and 
Operators oi Small Mines

Let us figure with you on a V-Belt Drive to 
replace your present unsatisfactory setup, 
efficiencies along with continuous trouble-free 
operation. Failure is almost on impossibility

By M. W. von Berne- See these data
wit* Aid to Prospectors 

Laws Pertaining to 
Mining

Geology in Pros
pecting

540 pages, $4.00 
Revised by

H. O. ChelUon

Simply and concise
ly, this book pte- Outcrops 
sents everything the Sampling and As 
practical man can 
use in the field, from 

•the most efficient 
equiment, to making 
Held tests. Practical Markets and 
uses oi geology and 
mineralogy are ex
plained. Minerals Developing and 
are covered fully as 
to their occurrence. Glossary of Terms 

Used in Mining

Miscellaneous Mining Equipment
Spikes and Boltssaying

Occurrence in
Tracks and Splices

Anaconda Prospecting Hoists
Mine Signal Hoist»

Ores
Mins Buzzers

Prices
Treatment

Ore Cars
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