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quantities of base stock for aviation gasoline, a “cat cracker’ 
will produce enough fuel oil to heat 50,000 homes, and the electric 
energy necessary to run one of the huge plants would light a path 
of 10,000 homes across the continent. The water alone used in the 
cooling towers of one of the giant “cats” would supply the water 
requirements for both Kansas City and Omaha. Hundreds of plants 
like this are pouring out thousands of barrels of super fighting fuel 
daily. After the war they will turn out high grade fuel for millions 
of America’s cars.

If we have done this in the past 85 years, what wonders will we 
create in the next 85 years—if the pessimists don't stop us ?
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WHICH IS MOST DANGEROUS?

FALSE PROPHETS The little steel formula has been broken. The punch-drunk ex
perts are muttering, “Here we go again,” while the OPA has an
nounced an all-embracing price control program to go into effect 
after Germany falls, when reconversion commences.

Out of this comic opera of men against nature, the ordinary citi
zen, whose activities are already slowed to a crawl in a tangle of 
regulation, is faced with the appalling prospect of having to make 
the readjustment to peace under the handicap of even more regula
tion. Instead of getting simpler as the war crisis subsides, the rules 
are getting increasingly complicated. The OPA admits that price 
ceilings in regard to products which reappear in the market as the 
result of gradual reconversion, will have to vary from industry to 
industry, in some cases from company to company. There may be 
100 different ceiling prices for the same item produced by 100 differ
ent firms. According to OPA, the nightmare of regulation is to be 
continued until “there is no longer any danger of inflationary price 
increases.

With wages on the verge of another upward spiral, thus again 
putting the squeeze on farm producers, manufacturers and .retail 
distributors, it will probably be a long time before the “danger” of 
inflation is over. Eventually the people may have to choose between 
the danger of inflation and the danger of too much government 
control.

Political pessimists who harp on the theory that the United 
States has reached “economic maturity,” whatever that is, and ad
vocate a “dividing up” philosophy, should be kicked out unless we 
are ready to admit that a country can grow up and retreat into 
senility in 85 years. For this country isn’t much older than that, 
industrially speaking.

It was about 85 years ago that the petroleum industry 
1859, a 70-foot well in Pennsylvania produced oil. Ii 

petroleum was used principally in lamps and as a patent medicine. 
No figures are available showing the total number of refineries in 
the early sixties. Many of the first plants consisted simply of an 
iron drum and a condenser to secure a distillate which was quickly 
named kerosene by the petroleum refiners. Many fires and explo
sions occurred. One operator left too much gasoline, for which there 
was no known use at the time, in his kerosene or distillate, and it 
caused an explosion when sold locally. His plant was shut down as 
a result.

With the newest type of refining equipment in use today, one 
gallon of 100-octane aviation gasoline can now be derived from 10 
gallons of crude oil. Catalytic crackers, with associated equipment, 
cost around $14,000,000 and sometimes cover 30 acres. Often they 
lower 25 stories into the sky. In addition to manufacturing vast
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BRINGING UP MOTHER

Mother. “I had a frank discussion 
with daughter today.

Dad; “Learn anything?

no more and planned to hang him
self. Before committing the final 
act, he explained it all to the Lord, 

out the misery of his soul. 
Just as he was adjusting the noose 
around his neck, a bird flew over
head and with bombsight precision 
decorated his eye with you-know- 
what. That was the final

Gasoline Inventories Satisfactory, 
But Armed Forces Have First Claim

■

Although the nation’s total gasoline stocks are at pre-war levels, 
only about half of the gasoline now in storage is available for civilian 
use, Deputy Petroleum Administrator Ralph K. Davies announced 
this week. He said; ♦------------------------------------------

“Total gasoline stocks in the Unit
ed States were 79,921,000 barrels on 
September 2, as compared with 80,- 
377,000 barrels for the same time in 
1941. About 52 per cent of our pres
ent total stocks are civilian grade 
gasoline. The other half consists of 
unfinished gasoline, aviation and 
special military grades, butadiene, 
toluene, solvents, and napthas. In 
peacetime 1941, about 90 per cent of 
the total gasoline stocks were civil
ian grades.

“A similar relationship applies to 
refinery production of gasoline.
U. S. refineries are now making an 
all-time high of more than 2,000,000 
barrels of gasoline daily. Under 
present wartime conditions, how
ever, about 40 per cent of this out
put consists of aviation, military, 
and other special grades of gaso
line, and only about 60 per cent is 
available for civilian use. By con
trast, during September, 1941, U. S. 
oil refineries manufactured an aver
age of 1,966,000 barrels of gasoline 
daily, nearly all of which was avail
able for civilian use.”
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tion. He sobbed: “You see, Lord, 
THAT’S what I mean. For other 
people they SING!”
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The Sunburst 
Badger Says— The oil man’s favorite type of gi 

is the negative type—most anything 
may develop.

rl Office

According to an item in Variety, 
a man bought several hundred very 
expensive cigars and had them in
sured against fire. After smoking 
them all, he put in a claim because 
they had been destroyed by fire. 
When the insurance company re
fused to pay, the man sued. The 
judge decided that as the company 
haa agreed to insure the cigars 
against fire and had issued the man 
a policy it was financially respon
sible.

As soon as the man accepted 
ment the insurance company 
him arrested for arson.

ESTABLISHED TRENDS—
The Oil & Gas Journal of Tulsa recently called attention 

to a factor governing the discovery of oil fields, generally not 
given the full weight to which it is entitled.

That factor, as set forth by the brief article, was the ten
dency of a given set of conditions, once established, to produce 
like results over a wide area.

In short, once productive possibilities are determined in 
a certain horizon, it is logical to expect that same horizon to 
produce oil over a wide area, providing suitable structural 
conditions exist.

That didn't mean so much when oil was found far north 
of Montana, in the DEVONIAN formation in the Fort Norman 
field. Fort Norman is more than a thousand miles north of 
the northern boundary of Montana.

But that statement abruptly began to have significance 
in recent weeks, with the discovery of DEVONIAN production 
by the Standard of California, in Alberta only 120 miles north 
of the Alberta-Montana border.

For—all of Montana-east of the Rocky mountains—more 
■than 100,000 square miles—is contained in the same great 
marine basin as the two Canadian regions now producing oil 
from the DEVONIAN formation.

So, to come to the point, if Devonian oil production exists 
in that basin over a spread of approximately 1,000 miles— 
from the Fort Norman field to the well in which the Standard 
of California got its oil-—it is certainly logical to expect con
tinuance of DEVONIAN production for another 120 miles.

Development of the overlooked and underestimated De
vonian horizons in Montana—in line with a trend already 
definitely established—may be the outstanding development 
of the next 12 months. •

• To keep posted, ask to be placed on our mailing list.
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NOT SO SMART
“They tell me you have a dog that

“Why man, do you know what 
you’ve got there? You could go into 
the movies and clean up a fortune 
with a dog as smart as that.” 

“Humph. He ain’t so smart.. Last 
I beat him three games

checkers. Hran

CRAZY FELLOWS night
straight.“What’s the idea of sticking me 

in a ward with that crazy guy?”
“Well, the hospital is rather 

crowded just now. Is your room
mate troublesome?”

"Why, he’s nuts. He- keeps look
ing around and saying, ‘No lions, 
no tigers and no elephants’—and 
all the time the room is Just full of 
them.”
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Egbert was disco id. He never 
tlon for thegot the proper ap 

good acts of his 1 e, or else some
one else got the credit for them; 
when something went wrong he 
was always recipient of the blame. 
Just an unfortunate dumb bunny. 
Finally he decided he could take
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