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The Cut Bank field, which early this year slowed down and for a 
time lagged behind Kevin-Sunburst in drilling activity, this week 
moyed well ahead of the older field in number of active operations.

In all, as this week ended, there were 20 wells rigged up or mak- j 
ing hole, in addition to five newly-announced locations. Information I 
was also available on six completions, some of which occurred last 
week but news of which was impossible to obtain because of a | 
rather widespread celebration of the Japanese surrender.

In maintaining their drilling 
pace, Cnt Bank operators are 
probably mindful of the fact 
that while the price of crude 
may go up 
of normal
tiens, it is not going to drop, as 
far as they are concerned, be
cause of curtailment of the sub
sidy.
Cut Bank operators got no sub

sidy, since average daily well out
put in the field was higher than the 
minimum set as a requisite for sub
sidy 
tions
basis, with no padding, and there is 
now no shock to be cushioned.

Of the six completions, one was i 
(ConUnued on Page 5)

Fearful o wbskiy's End?

Action Si Kevin-Sunburst 
Below Early Season Peaks

*

Reservation 
Wildcat Has 
Hole to 1458

Perhaps in anticipation of a war’s-end move to cancel the 35- 
cents-a-barrel subsidy payment on Kevin-Sunburst crude, a marked 
slowing down of drilling operations in that field is becoming 
evident.

As the week ended, there were only a dozen active operations, 
one of which was a well that spudded in last week and that was 
not reported. Two new locations were announced this week and

♦ there was one completion.
Kevin-Sunburst operators have 

been enjoying a subsidy of 35 cents 
above the posted field price. It has 
been made clear by President Tru 
man that subsidy payments may be 
canceled at any lime after the war’s 
close. Presumably the war’s end 
will be market! officially within the 
next few days, when formal sur 
render documents have been signet!. 

Thus I« being brought into 
focus the arguments of those 
who bitterly op|K>set! the sub
sidy plan, as something de
signed to prevent payment of a 
fair basic price for crude oil 
while the war was on, and as 
something that might be ran- 
'reled as soon as the war endet), 
to the detriment of operators 
who put substantial amounts 
of their capital into the drilling 
of high-cost wells to meet the 
war-time demand for crude. 
Abrupt ending of the wrar finds 

many of these operators still a long 
way from having obtained*a reason
able return on their investment 
and with that likelihood now still 
further removed with imminent re 
moval of the subsidy.

Whether removal of the subsidy 
(Continued on Page 3)

with a restoration 
competitive condl-

Rated as one of the most Im
portant and significant wild
cats ever drilled In Montana, 
the Joint teat of the Carter and 
Phillips companies on the 
Blackfeet Indian reservation, 
nine miles northwest of Brown
ing, this week made hole to 
1458 feet.
This well is expected to drill to 

around 8,500 feet, for a test of the 
. Madison limestone, deeply buried 
in this area which is only slightly 
east of the main range of the 
Rocky mountains. Heavy-duty ro
tary is being used.

Oil circles during the week 
heard a rumor that several shallow 
gas flows have been struck in this 
test, but this rumor has not been 
verified by the operating com
panies.

About 55 miles to the southeast, 
but in the same contorted belt at 
the front of the mountains, General 
Petroleum Corp., following an ex
tensive road-building campaign, is 
moving in materials for a wildcat 25 
miles northwest of Choteau.

These two wells, both located fol- 
( Continued-on Page 3)

Texaco Soon 
To Test Ellis, 
JopUn Wildcat

Hence all opera- 
on a rock-bottom

payments, 
have been

UNION STILL TESTING 
REAGAN NOSE WILDCAT

After drilling deep into the 
Madison lime and getting only 
sulphur water, the Texas Com
pany has backed up in its wild
cat north of Joplin and is pre
paring to test showings found 
in the EiUs sand on the way 
down.
The sulphur water was found in 

the Madison, 3817-3908. The Madi- | 
son was topped at 3358.

The hole has been plugged back | 
to 3298, the top of the Ellis sand, 
in which coring with rotary tools 
yielded about 11 feet of saturated 
sand. A seven-inch production 
string has been landed on top of 

Ellis and the. rotary has bee 
moved off, to await arrival of a 
spudder to be used in making the 
test.

Union Oil Company of California i 
this week was continuing tests on ! 
its wildcat on the Reagan Nose 
structure, northwest of the Cut 
Bank field, on the Blackfeet Indian 
reservation, adjacent to the Alberta 
border.

- Acidization of lime breaks that 
showed oil when drilled through 
with rotary tools reportedly has 
far yielded only sulphur water. The 
water zones have been cemented 
off and tests are continuing.

Location for this well was made 
with seismograph and when drill
ing started It was reported the well 
might be carried down to the De
vonian.
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Wildcat Gets 
Frontier High Carter Personnel Changes 

Affect Three State Posts Fulton Test 
Below 2800

Wildcat of Marcus Snyder, 
et. ai., on the western edge of 
the Hardin gas field in south
ern Montana, Is reportedly 
checking mach higher strnc- 
turally than wells in the gas 
field proper. Ten-inch pipe was 
landed and cemented at 806 
feet, in the top of the Frontier 
sand. The well is making some 
gas from the top of the sand. 
Location is in 24-1H-32E.

Paul C. Shea, vice president of Colonial Beacon Oil Co., has been 
named by the Carter Oil Co. as acting manager of manufacturing 
for Carter’s northwest division, according to 0. C. Sphorp, president
of the Carter Oil Co. ♦" 1 ------------------------

Shea, on leave of absence from 
Colonial Beacon for a minimum 
period of one year, replaces T. J.
Landry, who resigned from Carter 
in June, 1945, to become a Carter 
marketing distributor at Kalispell.
For a number of years Shea has 
been in charge of manufacturing 
for Colonial Beacon, with head
quarters at Everett, Mass.

At the same time Schorp an
nounced the appointment of T. R.
Corbett as assistant manager of 
manufacturing for Carter’s north
west division, with headquarters at 
Billings. Corbett was graduated 
from the University of Minnesota 
in 1931 with B.S and M S. degrees

(Continued on Page 5)

Bill Fulton's wildcat south
west of the Cut Bank field, 
after surmounting months of 
difficulties. Is making new hole 
at 2810 feet, Fulton reported 
this week. At one time It had 
made hole to 2723 feet, when 
bad caving developed and two 
bailers were lost. These have 
finally been drilled up and 
eight-inch casing run past the 
point where they were lost. Ho 
far this well has hit no water, 
bnt has had gas showings at 
shallow depths. It has about 
1,000 feet to go to test horizons 
productive in the Cat Bank 
field.

WILDCAT NEAR CONRAD 
HAS HOLE DOWN TO 890

Only a short distance from one 
of the deepest wells ever drilled in 
the area, wildcat of the North Con
rad Syndicate, on the Yeager farm, 
in section 24-30N-3W, is drilling at 
890 feet. It is only about two miles 
northeast of the Hiland-Van Daele 
deep test, drilled to 4250 more than 
a decade ago. The deep test report
edly found oil showings in the De
vonian. The North Conrad Syndi
cate test is about 12 miles north of 
Conrad, on the Conrad-Shelby high
way. .

CARTER'S CUT BANK 

WILDCAT PAST 500
Wildcat of the Carter Oil Com

pany that may extend the northern 
end of the Cut Bank field produc
ing area to the northeast is drilling 
at past 500 feet.

It is on the Brindley lease, in NE 
NE 12-36-6W, in an area regarded by 
some as having good possibilities 
for production in the Madison lime, 
beneath the Cut Bank sand.

M0SBY DOME WILDCAT 

REPAIRING RIG, 890
Interesting test of the Schrock in

terests on the Flfer lease, in the 
Mosby Dome section of the Cat 
Creek field, Is reported shut down 
for repairs after having made hole 
to 890 feet. This well is in a section . 
of the field that many have long 
regarded as having excellent pos
sibilities, in horizons deeper than 

•those found productive in the main 
portions of the Cat Creek field.

Cornerstone Laid for New 
Shale Laboratory at Laramie

CASPER—Symbolic of a new industry that may arise in the 
Rocky Mountain west, the cornerstone of the new $534,000 oil shale 
research and development laboratory was laid today at Laramie.

In the presence of distinguished 
civic and business leaders of Wy
oming and Colorado, the corner
stone was laid by Senator Joseph 
C. O’Mahoney of Wyoming, who 
—aware of the war’s terrific drain 
on limited natural petroleum re
serves—sponsored In the United 
States Senate the synthetic liquid 
fuels legislation under which this 
laboratory and other research fa
cilities are being built to determine 
the best methods of convert 
Nation's Immense deposits 
shale and coal into a lasting supply 
of oil and gasoline.

Facilities will be provided for 
laboratory and small pilot plant ex
perimental studies on processes for 
refining shale oil, developing

(Continued on Pagre 5)

LIBERTY AND PHILLIPS 
COUNTY LEASES ISSUED

Federal oil and gas leases cover
ing nearly 2,000 acres in two Mon
tana counties have been issued to 
three applicants, according to gen
eral land office notification received 
by T. F. Corballly, register of the 
Great Falls land office.

To C. E. Biggs of Chester went a 
lease on 320 acres in sections 11 and 
23, Twp. 37 N„ R. 7 E„ in Liberty 
county.

Covering acreage in Phillips 
county was a lease on 720 acres in 
sections 21 and 29, Twp. 31 N., R. 
35 E., issued to R. J. Frederick of 
Los Angeles, and another on 832 
acres in sections 12,14 and 15, Twp. 
31 N., R. 35 E., issued to Ralph J 
Smith of San Gabriel, Calif.

TARRANT SPUDS POTTER 

CREEK DEVONIAN TEST
TARRANT'S LEWIST0WN 

WILDCAT REACHES 450
R. C. Tarrant’s wildcat a few 

miles southeast of Lewistown, in 
Fergus county, on the Stanley 
ranch, is reported standing 
having made hole to 450. No real 
tests nave ever been drilled in this 
area.

With the drill starting in the 
Madison limestone, R. C. Tarrant 
has spudded in his wildcat on the 
Potter Creek structure, on the 
flanks of the Big Snowy moun
tains about 20 mues southeast of 
Lewistown, in Fergus county. In 
addition to being of interest in that 
it starts in the Madison with the 
Devonian and older formations 
within easy reach of the bit, this 
well is also interesting in that the 
Potter Creek structure, as mapped 

-. by the U. S. G. S„ has a closure of 
I approximately 1,000 feet.
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PAW Recommended Prod action
Bate for ligut—BbU. Per Day

AVERAGE DAILY PRODUCTION . t£400 
11.MO 

1*1.70«
Week Ended Ang. 18, 1*45 

£2,675 Decrease
Colorado ________
Wyoming_______

Total District 4.

MIMob tana 
Wyoming 113,955 Decrease 
Colorado 16,712 Decrease

1.MS and .134,060*761


