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Sale of more than 20,000 acres of federal leases on the Bowdoin 
structure, scheduled late this month, has some peculiar aspects 
that have not hitherto appeared in any ' ntana lease sale, as far 
as is known. A study of the acreage U auctioned shows that
while much of it covers orthodox areas, tl. 'ance takes in acreage 
in the bed of the mammoth Nelson reser \ and also in the bed 
of Milk river. Some of the acreage to be i % med takes in entire 
segments the full width of the river, while o % .lots to be auctioned 
take in only half of the river bed, in areas i. A int to certain lots. 
Much of the acreage offered is in the unitizec \ of the structure, 
near the deep test now being drilled by the $3. \s Company, but 
some of it is outside the unitized area. The a *4« ‘isement, giving 
full description of the more than 50 parcels inc in the 20,000- 
acre auction, appears elsewhere in this 'issue <. i Montana Oil 
Journal. w
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Cut Bonk Slowed By Storm

Seventeen Rigs Shut Down; 
Carter Extends Lime Area

An early winter closed in with a bang on northern Montana 
during the past week, with a 14-inch snowfall reported at Cut Bank 
and a virtual shutdown of all operations in the Cut Bank field.

Some wells may have kept on drilling, but roads were so bad 
scouts couldn’t get to them.

Best available estimate was that approximately 17 rigs were 
standing, waiting for weather to moderate and roads to improve 
before resuming operational 

A highlight, however, was a re
port by the Carter Oil Company, 
covering ‘operations in its No. 1 
Doorenoos up to the 
broke. This well, in C NE NW 12- 
36N-6W, got the top of the lime 
at 3166 and was drilled to 3181. On 
initial swab test, it made 111 barrels 
the first 20 hours.

This te the most westerly 
well in the field to find produc
tion in the Madison lime, and te 
exactly half a mile straight west 
of Carter-Brindley No. 1, the 
original Madison limestone dis
covery well in the Cat Bank 
field.
It offsets a U. S. lease originally 

issued to Joe Pahl, and now being 
operated by G. S. Frary. Frary is 
now reported planning a well on 
this acreage, not S west offset to 
the Carter-Doorenbos producer, but 

(Continued on Page 2)

Snow and Thaw Stops Most 
Kevin-Sunburst OperationsHANLON HAS 

GOOD WELL, 
CAT CREEK

time the storm A heavy snowfall followed by thaw made most roads impassable 
in the Kevin-Sunburst field during the week, with the result that 
no reports were available concerning field operations.

Some wells were reported contin- 
uing to make hole in areas where 
roads were graveled or had natural 
drainage, but reports concerning 
these were not available, because 
no one was 
stuck to find 
coming.

With

Cut Bonk Holds 

Spot As State's 
Best Oil Field

East and West Domes of the 
Cat Creek field continued to 
hold interest as the week ended, 
with the East Dome In the lime
light because of results found 
by Bill Hanlon In deepening his 
No. 5 Gov’t., In C NW NE 8W 
6-14N-30E, a west offset to the 
East Dome discovery well.
On pump test of the Ellis sand, it 

made 74 barrels of oil the first 24 
hours, with no water.

Another development of interest 
on this dome this week was com
mencement of another well by Han
lon, his No. 8 Gov’t., in C SE SE NW 
6-14N-31E. This is a direct north 
offset to the discovery well. Drilling 
of this well wiH be watched with 
considerable interest because the 
discovery well went through a fault 
on the way down. Presumably the 
well now drilling will be somewhat 
higher strüCtüfally, with the pos 
sibility it may get much larger pro
duction.

On the West Dome of the Cat 
Creek field, Ralph Chamberlain is 
now

willing to risk geling 
1 out how they were

continued mild weather. It 
is anticipated that the road sit
uation will clear up and that full 

(Continued o» Peg* 4) Cut Bank easily retained its 
status as Montana’s most pro
lific oil field during September, 
yielding .174.274 barrels, slightly 
more than half of the slate’s 
total yield of 732,456 barrels, 
according to the Montana oil 
conservation board. 
Kevin-Sunburst held second place 

with 118,057 barrels, with Elk Basin 
running a strong third, with 118,701 
barrels, coming from relatively few 
wells.

PONDERA 
EXTENSION 
NEARS PAYMon-O-Co Test 

In Limestone? Whether the northern limit 
of, the producing area of the 
Pondera field te to be further 
extended should be known 
shortly, with pending comple
tion of Hawley-Bkog No. 1, NE 
NB NW 3-27N-4W, last reported 
making hole at 1700 feet- It 
should be drilled in within two 
weeks.
Two other wells are active in the 

north part of the field, one In a line 
with producers that now mark the 
north boundary of the producing 
area, the other a projected north- 

• east extension.
In line with present producers is 

B. Cobb’s No. 3 Erickson, SE 
SW SW 2-27N-4W, ready to resume 
drilling 
burned

Northeast of present production, 
drilling with a very light machine, 
Linville & Smith-Miller No. 1, C NW 
SW 1-27N-4W, is reported to have 
made hole past 545 feet.

All operations in this area have 
been hampered during the week by 
nearly impassable roads, following 
snows and thawing.

Cat Creek continued to reflect 
the stimulus of production from 
deeper sands, yielding 41,599 
barrels daring the month to 
hold fourth place, with an out- 
pot in excess of 1300 barrels 
daily, as compared with the 
daily average of about 250 bar
rels before deep sand drilling 
was begun.
In fourth place was Pondera, with 

an output of 25,798 barrels.
Dry Creek and Gage Dome were 

in fifth and sixth place, respectively, 
the former with an output of 11,763 . 
barrels, the latter with 9.024 barrels.

Miscellaneous fields accounted 
for the balance of 3,240 barrels.

Wildcat of the Mon-O-Co Oil Corp. 
on the-crest of the Shawmut anti 
dine, ln NW NE NW 19-7N-19E, 
now the state’s deepest drilling well, 
is believed making hole In the Mad
ison limestone, with 4718 as the last 
reported depth. A nearby well, 
lower on structure, got the top 
the lime at 4460. No information 
concerning tops, results of drill 
stem tests or cores are available in 
this well.

preparing to test the Morrison
(Continued on Page 4)Of

Warren Structure 
Well Tests Lime

Devil’s Basin 
Test Now 3350

Wildcat of the Elast Elk Basin 
and Big Horn Basin Oil Companies, 
on the Warren structure a few 
miles south of the Frannie field on 
the Wyoming-Montana border, is 
reported to have resumed drilling 
at 1875 feet, in the Madison lime, 
after setting 5 V* -inch pipe to shut 
off upper water. Before the pipe 
was cemented, some oil and gas 
shows, presumably from the top of 
the Madison, were reported coming 
up through the water.

A.

after replacing rig that 
at 1350.

Union Earnings 
Mount Higher

Earnings of the Union Oil Com
pany for the quarter ended Sept. 30 
totaled $2,818,235, or 55 cents per 
common share, as compared with 
earnings of 37 cents per common 
share for the corresponding quarter 
of 1945, according to a report by 
President Reese H. Taylor, accom
panying announcement of the com
pany’s 328th dividend. Recent price 
Increases have provided a measure 
of relief from an inequitable indus- 
ry-wide price situation, but con
stantly rising labor and material 

'costs make It evident that further 
price adjustments will be required, 
the report points out.

Bill Clark’s deep test in the Devil’s 
Basin field this week moved still 
closer to an answer, with drilling 
under way with rotary tools past 
3350 feet. This well is on the mapped 
structural apex of Montana’s first, 
oil field. Several miles southeast 
and considerably further down on 
structure, Lucky Six Oil Company 
is fishing for reamer lug, with hole 
bottomed at 974 feet and with 814- 
inch pipe frozen at 930 feet. More Liberal Federal Oil 

And Gas Rules AnnouncedBowdoin Test 
Drills Again The interior department this week announced more liberal reg

ulations for exploration, discovery, development and production of 
oil and gas on public lands, an announcement of great interest in 
Montana and Wyoming because of the large amount of government 

: :------------------ * land in the two states.
Texaco’s deep test on the Bow

doin structure m northeastern Mon
tana is reported drilling past 3080 
feet, after having been hung up 
wih mud trouble at 2858. A report, 
unverified, is that the hot water 
flow found in this well was con
siderably higher structurally than 
in the only other well on this dome 
to go to the hot water horizon. ■

“The regulations.” said acting 
Secretary Oscar L. Chapman, “in a 
real sense mark the beginning of 
a new era in oil and gas develop
ment in the west in which the 
government and both large and 
small operators In the industry can 
work In closer cooperation and with 
greater incentive than before in 
the production of an, adequate 
supply of’thls vital national asset.”

The changes set more liberal 
standards for acreage holdings and 
for rates of rental and royalty. For 
the first time they Include options 
for explorations of land.

Some of them are:
1. An increase in the amount of 

public land which may be held in 
any one state to 15,360 acres. Previ
ously, the limit was 7,680 acres of 
land outside of a known geological 
structure.

2. Authority for geological or geo
physical explorations for oil and gas

(Continuas on Pace S)

Border lime 
Test Drilling

Tarrant Wildcat 

Finds Gas Show
Operations are being resumed 

with rotary oote in a very inter
esting Madison limestone test 
less than a mile north of the 
Alberta-Montana border, a few 
miles northwest ol the test re
cently started on this side of the 
line by the Montana Power 
Company, on the Blackfeet In
dian reservation.

Wildcat of R. C. Tarrant on the 
Haymaker structure, ln 21-6N-13E, 
■ few miles west of Harlowton In 
Wheatland county, is drilling at 325 
feet, with a showing of gas reported 
at that depth.

Water Sand Struck 

On McDonald Creak
Burks-Teigen No. 1, wildcat on 

the McDonald Creek anticline 13 
miles northwest of Winnett in NE 
NE NE 31-15N-25E, is drilling ahead 
at 885 feet and carrying 10-inch pipe 
after topping a flowing water sand 
at 825. Objective is a sand expected 
within 100 feet, in which a well 
drilled years ago by Gordon Camp
bell, nearby, reported a good oil 
showing. The Campbell well was 
lower structurally than the Burks 
wildcat.

Richfield Wildcat 

Drilling At 2535
According to the Western Oil 

Examiner of Calgary. McLeod Oil 
Company, following a delay of many 
months occasioned by a stubborn 
fishing Job. has moved in rotary 
tools and Is re-drilling past 4805 
feet.

f

Wildcat of the Richfield Oil Com
pany on the Mission Creek structure 
near Livingston, in southern Mon
tana, has completed repairs and is 
again making hole with rotary tools. 
Last reported depth Is 2535 feet.

Before the fishing job began, the 
Madison had been topped in this 
well at 4910 feet.


