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Stocks of Crude 
Decrease Slightly

NEW PRODUCTION RECORDS 
MAY BE SET DURING 1947

Krug Against 
U. S. Control 
Of Oil or Gas Stocks of domestic and foreign 

crude petroleum at the close of the 
week ended Nov. 9 totaled 221,302,- 
000 barrels, according to data re
ported to the Bureau of Mines, 
United States Department of the 
Interior. Compared with the total 
of 221,870,000 barrels for the pre
ceding week, this represents a de
crease of 568.000 barrels, comprising 
a decrease of 1,071,000 barrels In 
stocks of domestic crude and an 
Increase of 503.000 barrels in stocks 
of foreign crude. Heavy crude oil 
stocks In California, not Included 
in the gasoline bearing stocks, to
taled 5a01,000 barrels, a decrease 
of 37.000 barrels.

NEW YORK—The nation appears destined to continue smashing 
each new all-time record in domestic crude oil production as soon 
as it is set, if the Bureau of Mines’ new tentative forecast for 1947 
proves correct.

In a preliminary prediction prior to its regular yearly forecast 
usually issued in December, the bureau estimates U. S. crude oil 
output in 1947 at an average of 4,840,000 barrels.

This exceeds the latest forecast i’ 

of an all-time high ^arly average 
of 4,744,000 barrels daily for this 
year.

With the exception of 1942, the 
steady yearly 
mained u n b 
decade.

Total demand for all oils in 1947 
is placed at 5,560,000 barrels daily, 
also above the revised -forecast of 
5,290,000 for this year. Close to the 
wartime peak demand of 5,575,000 
barrels daily set in the first six 
months of 1945, it is also about 25 
percent higher than the prewar de
mand of 4,369,000 barrels in 1941 
and some 66 percent above the 1936 
figure of 3,346,000.

The bureau expects exports to 
decline to an average of 415,000 
barrels daily next year from 435,000 
forecast in 1946. The boost in over
all demand is thus attributed to 
higher domestic requirements—5,- 
145,000 barrels dally in 1947 as 
against a predicted 
000 this year.

“Assuming no change in total 
stocks during the year (1947),” the 
bureau state, “supply is estimated 
at 4,840,000 barrels daily for crude 
production, 340,000 for the produc
tion of other oils and probably im
ports of 380,000.” A 
cast for 1947 is being prepared for 
publication in December,

The steady upward trend in do
mestic crude demand and produc
tion over the past 10 years is high
lighted when the above forecasts 

compared with corresponding 
figures for the following years;

(Dally average, thousands of Parrels.)
Total Tot» Domestic

t* Demand Exports Demand 
3,346 360 2.9S6
3,678 473 3,205
3,646 531 3,115
3,891 518 3,873
3,981 356 3.625
4,389 298 4,071
4,293 321 3,972
4,579 411 4.168
5.133 571 4,662

•Total production includes crude oil, nat
ural gasoline, related products and benzol,

—r‘Oil,” Los Angeles.

Of interest to the petroleum in
dustry is the recent announcement 
of Interior Secretary Krug, in Chi
cago, that he does not believe In 
federal control of the oil or gas 
industries.

“I may say to you that my ears 
would bç deaf to such clamor,” he 
stated In a speech to the annual 
API convention, read in his absence 
by Ralph K. Davies, acting director 
of interior’s oil and gas division and 
wartime deputy petroleum adminis
trator.

Basic responsibility for conserva
tion rests with the states, the in
terior secretary said, and sincere 
support of conservation efforts at 
that level should guarantee that the 
responsibility will remain. there 
"and render ineffective any clamor 
for independent federal action."

Industry’s best protection, he em
phasized, “lies in what you and the 
states accomplish in conservation.” 
because “oil is too valuable to the 
nation—to permit wasteful practices 
in its production handling-and use.”

Krug urged that the states, the 
federal government and the Indus 
try act with “unity and Intelligence” 
in seeking solution of the nation’s 
oil problems. He said that the fed- 

1 government already has gone 
full distance In providing 

cilities for this cooperative action 
on the domestic front by setting up 
OGD and creating the national pe
troleum council, and that the Anglo- 
American oil agreement affords 
every opportunity for team work in 
foreign operations.

The interior secretary devoted a 
large portion of his talk to the 
import question, stressing the point, 
however, that the “main target” is 
to maintain a healthy, vigorous do- 

position with the answers 
United States oil problems 

being made to “square with that 
objective.”

Gusher Revival 
Aim, Cal Creekupward climb has re- 

r o k e n for nearly a
WINNETT—Completely shut in 

for the past six months, the New 
Year’s day gusher well which pro
duced more than 1000 barrels of 
53-gravity crude oil in 24 hours on 
the Brindley farm on Cat Creek’s 
Mosby 
tion is
Poor Boy Oil Company.

Livingston and Boles, well drill
ing contractors who just completed 
drilling a 1100-barrel dally water 
well from the third Cat Creek sand 
on the Beckstrom farm northwest 
of Winnett, announced this week 
they were moving their portable 
rotary rig to the well site and 
would use some new techniques in 
reopening the shut-in well in hopes 
of recovering production.

Location is Poor Boy 
Brindley No. 1, NE NE 
15N-30E. The well was drilled by 
D. C. Spencer and W. L. Livingston, 
who drilled in the SchrocteFlfer 
discovery wells in the fall oCl945 
on Mosby Dome. The drilling team 
then entered into a partnership 
with Wm. S. Brindley and Joe 
Murphy and drilled the New Year’s 
day gusher on the Brindley farm.

' The gusher was the result of deep
ening an old second sand producer 
from 968 to the new pay horizon at 
1369.

Due to a complexity of problems 
not enough production pipe was 
run into the hole and a short time 
after the well came in the open hole 
above the producing zonç 
cave in. The caving gradually 
choked off production until the well 
was finally shut in completely.

The liner has been pulled 
Livingston and Boles expect to 
move their rig over the hole soon 
and hope to clean out the hole and

Union Outlines 
Coast DrillingDome, recapture of produc- 

now being planned hy the
HOQUIAM, Wash — The Union 

Oil Company will drill test wells 
in the Harbor 
Leighton Stanton, company geolo
gist, said here, last week. He did not 
indicate where the wells will be 
drilled but said the company has 
done 10 months exploratory work 

will be based on

area next summer,

and the drilling 
that.

The company has about 300,000 
acres of land under lease in the 
peninsula district, of which about 
35,000 acres are in Grays Harbor 
county. Where in this region the 
first wells will be bored is the com
pany’s secret, though unverified 
rumor seems to favor the beach
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Crude Production 
Still Increasing

Know Tour Title

A complete line for 
progressive jobbers

Shelby Abstract & 
Credit ExchangeThe American Petroleum Insti

tute estimates that the daily aver
age gross crude oil production for 
the week ended Nov. 9, 1946, was 
4,779,450 barrels. Dally production 
for the four weeks ended Nov. 9 
averaged 4,750,100 barrels.

Lois J. Ayers

Bonded and Certified Abstracters 

Shelby, Montana

x

Expert, Experienced 
OIL INSURANCE 

Service and Advice

*

i
Producers, refiners and 
marketers of Silver gas, Vee- 
dol motor oils and greases, 
Tydol motor oils, Silver diesel 
fuel and Silver tractor fuel.

Workmen's Compensation 
Oil Lease Bonds 

Ail-Risk Liability
Blanket Fire Insurance 

Miscellaneous Coverages/

“Call a Man in the Moon”
Write* Phone or Wire* Collect

- ■

MOON AGENCY, Inc. HOME OIL & REFINING 00.
Great Fafle. Mont.Phone GOSS

Refinery and General Offices Great Palla, Mont.


