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Editor

So much is being said in the press these days j I 
relative to the unequality of the present freight I 
rates from and to Montana points that there sure- I 
ly must be sound reasons for objecting to them I 
as they stand and for the protest being made 11 
against the attempt of the railroads to re-estab- 11 
lish the long and short haul system. *

“Before the war,” the world war, it was the II 
business of the railroads through their immigra— , 
tion agents to secure all the passenger business | 
possible. Homeseeker rates, excursion rates, and I 
every other kind of rates were made to beguile I 
the vacationist or traveler to seek the west, par- I 
ticularly Montana, with the prospect of becoming 
a resident. This in a way was laudable business, 
for the cast was crowded with those who were 
making a poor living and at best could not hope 

ing, and it is a wonder that a large number have ever attain any sort of affluence in their then j 
not given up the struggle. Taken from the view- occupation.
point of the average business investment, the Many thousands of acres of the richest soil
farmer risk more to gain icss than any ot er man- lays out of doors were waiting to be cultivât- 
ufacturer. For the farmer is a mu-Ui.a^uia'u.- j ^ here jn this state a few years ago. We of 
though he is usually looked upcn as being jus e jyjon^ana> our commercial clubs and other booster j

organizations, were all seeking the settler. Wé 
wanted population and production, of grain, live
stock and wealth. We ourselves may have been 
too optimistic as to the future and over reached 
somewhat or overstated the possibilities of re
turns from the labor on the farm. However that 
may be, we felt the confidence in our state and 
its future and wanted the people who had not the 
opportunities in the east to come here to help and 
to share in the building up of the state and its 
prosperity.

We did not figure upon the elements, and the 
part that can be played in the development of any 
section, so that when the dry years came it found 
many of our newTly acquired citizens in no position 
to withstand the hardships that came with them. 
It proved a most trying time for all of our peo
ple, not only the farmers, but the merchant, bank
er and everyone regardless of their occupation.

The railroads were the biggest offenders in 
the sending out of literature and the inducements 
offered to the prospective settler of the state. 
They may loo have felt there was no danger of 
any setback to the farmer who would come to 
Montana and properly work the land. For several 
years this state had been producing almost un
believable yields in all grains, the quality of which 
was the best, and in the short time of crop rec
ords made failures were not known. Men were 
acquiring wealth farming on the western prairies 
and the future looked very bright.
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FARMING CO-OPERATION.

All patterns in our paper stock atWith conditions pointing to a good crop this 
year, the farmer should look forward to the har- 

ith considerable joy. During the past 25% Offvesting w
three years it has been a continued strain upon 
the nerves as \v»-U as upon the purse, to keep go-

During our August Clearance Sale

AUGUST 1-2-3-4-5-6

This will bring paper down to 15c to $1.50. There 

are many beautiful and pleasing patterns 

for bed room, living room, and 

kitchen from which to 

select

I

reverse.
The element of chance entering into the busi

ness of farming is of such great magnitude, and 
the percentage in favor of a prolit to the 1 armer 

small that it requires the ever watchfulness 
of, not only weather conditions, but of market and 
marketing possibilities as well. Very often the 
prospects of a good return for the work of the 
year are ruined by a sudden storm, hail, wind, 
flood, all of which come without the least warning 
and will wipe out every vestage of the hardest 
kind of labor.

The farmer’s life is not an easy one, and when 
he has a chance to make a little profit from his 
efforts, there seems to be some kind of an in
fluence always bobing up to take the joy out of 
life, and reduce the profit to a mere nothingness. 
If he has a bumper crop, it seems that every coun
try in the world has the same ; if he plans on mar
keting a big crop and taking in a big sum of mon
ey for it—bang, go the prices of his product down 
to the very lowest possible figure. Then again, if 
there is, as has been the case in Montana for the 
past three or more years, a good price prevailing 
for the farm products, in steps old mother nature 
and Keeps au ay the moisture—or the grasshop
pers come—or a hail, resulting in small yields—al
ways something happens to prevent the farmer 
from reaping the benefits.

Therein lies the real reason for the association

is so

Make your selections now for the fall house

cleaningN .

ixon & Dodson
Opposite Story Motor Supply Phone 120-J

of the farmers together in some sort of an or
ganization whereby they may be of benefit to 
each other. The many problems with which they 
are constantly brought up against can best be 
handled by concerted action, rather than to leave 
each to shift for himself. The world is crowded 
with evidence of the very great success of co-oper-1 products were shown, actual bonified products 
ation, in the right manner. Bankers, merchants, of the state. Prospective settlers were told of 
builders, skilled mechanics, all have found the the land waiting, just longing for the hustling 
proper way to protect their interests and to fur-1 farmer, who knew how to till the soil, waiting and 
.her their development, has been through work- all that was necessary to secure a half section of 
ing together. These have been required to form | land was to go to the land office and make the 
their own associations, finance their operations, regular filing. This was all true—but too much 
md bear the burden of ail expense attached to stress was given to the sunny side of the picture, 
the work of research and study whereby their and no mention or allusion whatever was made of 
conditions may be improved upon and better re-j the possibility of unprofitable years. Failure was

a thing unknown from the standpoint of yields.
Farmers have one great advantage over all j That was the all-convincing argument.

>ther business organizations in that the state and 
he federal government, through the extension de- j ered this aspect. In all the agricultural develop- 
>artment, experimental stations, and the county | ment of the United States there has been a perfect 
agents, assume the burden of the work necessary record of seasons and years when the farmer did 
;o know the best methods to follow in the com- not grow enough crops to sustain himself. Follow 
bating of the many difficulties. The extension the history of the conquest of the west from 
lepartment has done and is doing a great work agricultural viewpoint and it will be found to have 
md the results arrived at through the experiraen- repeated itself as surely as the days follow one 
al department, is available to every farmer who after the other. We still remember the old squid 

desires to know how to do many things and how —“poor bleeding Kansas”—when that state was 
o do many things right. The county agent is suffering as Montana has for the past four years, 

not—as so many seem to think—a wizard who and today Kansas is one of the richest agricul- 
vvill do wonders by the mere waving of the hand, tural states.
He is a man, usually one who has had years of ac- ! 
tual experience in farming, who is at the call of; 
every farmer in the county to advise and assist 
in meeting the problems of the daily grind upon 
the farm. If a difficult situation comes up, he is 
there to lend his aid in solving the matters—not 
to perform some mysterious rite and cause the 
trouble to vanish—but to study the matter, its 
cause, its effect, and how to do away with it and 
to prevent, if possible, the recurrence of the 
trouble. Every farmer will make money if he 
will join in the co-operation of farm work as 
fostered by the county agent and through the 
farm bureau which that agent can only make a 
success by the aid of every farmer in his county 
The county agent is the hub of the wheel, but to 
be a good wheel it must have spokes, felly and 
tire.

Winter times there were meetings in school 
houses throughout Iowa, Missouri and other cen
trai states where lectures told of the great pro
ductions and the high profits. Sample of the
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July Clearance Prices Continue 
Throughout the Store All this Weeksuits obtained for their members.

True, the settler himself should have consid-

THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY - THE LOWEST 
PRICES OF THE YEAR

an
New Arrivals

New Wool Dress GoodsMillinery Clearance
One group Ladies’ Trimmed Hats— 

values to $15.00; choice now New Fancy Wool Skirtings
$3.98 j

New Dress and Waist Silks

Now that the farmers of Montana are look
ing forward to a good crop yield, the first one 
in so many years, comes the railroads with the 
proposition to .change their system of charges for 
hauling—not for the benefit of the fanner—but to 
their added discomfort. The present rates are 
severe enough, but the proposed reinstatement 
of the long and short haul rates will be so much 
more of a hardship as to discourage the pro
ducer of grains and livestock to the point of giv
ing up the struggle. Many have stuck through 
the past years of gloom, hoping to see the return 
of favorable conditions as they were. It was sure 
to come, as it has returned to other states, but 

* I now just as the sun begins to shine upon the la
bor of the producer, he must face the possibility 
of being so nearly shut off from the markets that 
his heart is sick, again even as before.

Clearance of Women’s 
White Low Shoes

Values to $7.50 for

$3.95
Including oar entire stock

New Hair Ornaments 
65c to $<LS0

New Vestings in White and Ecru 
with collar bandings to match

V.l

New Siero Bar Pins
Rhine Stone settings

65c to $5e00 

New Kid Gloves
Gauntlet — eight, sixteen and 

regulation length styles

Women’s White Keds now priced at $2.05

Clearance of Neck Beads* \

Values to $3,75—choice of one big groupÄ 1
$LO0

Showing of Newest 
Sport Hats

For right now wear 
Snappy new shapes in White, 

Baronette Satin, roll brims, felt and 
dressy models in Duvet yne, in all 
White and Black and White—the 
prices are reasonable

$3*25* and $6JM

A wonderful assortment of styles, 
sizes and colors.

Choice for One Dollary The burden should be distributed. Though the 
railroads are not making a profit—they assert— 
yet they must remember that others are in the 
same state of affairs and they should take into 
consideration that they helped to place the pro
ducers of Montana here, and are to a certain ex-

Premier Lloyd George and De Valera haveltent resP°nsible for their welfare. They should
be willing to help others as well as themselves to
get back to fair profits so that all may live.

Is there any significance in the meeting here 
of the State Funeral Directors’ association at 
he same time that the Roundup is on. We hope 
he visitors of that organization have nothing pro

fessionally to do while with

'H # •
1 Women’s 35c Handker

chiefs 25c
Hand embroidered design, colored 

borders, colored designs, etc.

.t
us.

been holding “conversations. Whatever may de
velop from this discussion it is most interesting to 
'mow that they could converse without the 
cf firearms. bersTTsherG-use

Bill Hohenzollem kicked about paying taxes 
to the Dutch. If he did not want to pay them, 

Sometimes the apparent straight road to ! why did he not move to Paris, where it would have 
' uick wealth has a sudden turn in it that brings 1 been so nicely arranged for him that he would 
tne seeker up with a decided jolt. never be bothered with such matters?
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