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most likely be chosen at or near Benson’s Landing, 
this moving element of civilization at once chose a 
site on the opposite side of the river from this point. 
It was evident that the true location of the store was 
still undecided, as a general feeling of uneasiness 
pervaded this camp of some forty tents. On the 14th 
day of July of this year, Joseph J. McBride arrived 
with orders from Bruns & Kruntz, contractors, for 
the establishment of one of their supply stores. All 
eyes were now turned toward this representative, for 
upon his judgment as to a natural location, hung the 
fate of their dreams of a future flourishing city that 
would offer equal advantages to capitalists, or la
borers who were interested in the building of any kind 
•of enterprise that would secure the development of 
the country’s vast resources.

Strange to sav that this seemingly lawless band 
of pilgrims should center (heir thoughts on such an 
all important question; yet stranger still does it seem 
that their murmurings were silenced when the train

posed last spike ; while unknown to the inhabitants 
of this region one hundred miles distant its name was 
recorded as Livingston, in honor of the heaviest 
stockholder of the railroad. Despite its double name 
the infant city grew and flourished as best the cir
cumstances would permit considering the fact that 
the wide-awake inhabitants owned no ground, nor 
were liable to until the platting of the town would be 
executed. In November of 1882 the city had a popu
lation of about five hundred, while in this same 
month the name Livingston reached the town, and 
by its platting Clark street was created in honor of 
its original namesake. When the first construction 
train reached the town there were two hotels, one 
hardware store, two restaurants, two watchmakers, 
three blacksmiths, two wholesale liquor dealers, two 
meat markets, six general merchandise stores, two 
drug stores and thirty saloons.

By the advent of the railroad into this frontier 
region everything at once took on a new aspect.

less, as their accounts had a tendency of directing 
man’s attention to a beautiful country that had long 
been overrun by a savage race, and the fertile lands 
but a range for buffalo and elk. As a further stimu
lus to all who desired to further develop the agricul
tural interests in the coming season of 1888, it can 
be said that during the season of 1882 the unclaimed 
lands above the canyon of the Yellowstone had pro
duced 80,000 bushels of grain and 10,000 bushels of 
potatoes ; while about 20,000 head of cattle had found 
abundant sustenance on the rich grasses. Previous 
to the year 1882 the aborigines strove hard to keep 
possession of their favorite country. But civilization, 
reaping the history which has marked its progress in 
every land, was not to be kept back, and the fierce 
struggle for supremacy between the white race and 
the red man, resulted in the complete opening of this 
reservation to the public in June, 1888. The few white 
settlers in this region had suffered many depreda
tions from the Indians, while immigrants were wait-
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of some thirty freight wagons, loaded with 140,000 
pounds of merchandise, halted at the present River
side addition of Livingston, and with the air of 
being at the end of their journey, at once began the 
storage of their supplies in tents. On the first of 
August, 1882, this germ of a future city took on a 
business like appearance, and an increase in residents 
by the depopulation of Benson’s Landing and its 
floating addition on the opposite side of the river. 
With a common object in view, a street was laid out 
100 feet in width, and the tents were gradually giv
ing place to more substantial dwellings in the form 
of log houses. B. F. Downen was honored with the 
first permanent residence, while closely following 
was the saloon of Frank White, over whose bar T. J. 
Noble retailed the first drink, but to whom has not 
been chronicled.

This new town was named Clark City in honor 
of Heman Clark, the principal contractor of the 
Northern Pacific road from the Missouri to the pro-

G O L D E N  G A T E ,  E N T R A N C E  T O  T H E  N A T I O N A L  P A R K .

Before, everybody were welcomed and entertained; 
now, discretion was necessary by the sudden appear
ance of the pest of the older states—the tramp. Be
fore, the sleeping industries caused a restless feeling 
to the ambitious residents ; now, capital and addi
tional enterprising people caused a general awaken
ing and a desire to vie with older localities in the 
mother states, in a race for supremacy; while the 
general announcement by the Northern Pacific that 
they would extend a branch of their system to that 
natural wonderland—the National Park—caused ex
tensive preparations for the accommodation and en
ter taimnent of tourists. The above stimulants to 
the new city received an additional impetus to 
quicken the pulse of future prospects when plans 
were rapidly materializing for the construction of 
the vast railroad shops which would only be excelled 
by the ones at the termini of their great line. Al
though many adventurers were disappointed in their 
search for gold, yet their expeditions were not fruit

ing in the states to settle these lands, and were re
fused their leave of absence on account of the hos
tilities of the red foe. Wherever surveying parties 
had penetrated the region an escort of troops was 
found necessary to accompany them, who often en
countered severe engagements with the hostile abo
rigines. By the opening of the Crow reservation 
about 5,000,000 acres of the richest agricultural and 
mineral lands were added to the public domain.

During this summer nearly 20,000 visitors passed 
through Livingston on their way to the National Park 
—among tlienTbeing ex-President Arthur,'General 
Grant and many other distinguished persons, both in 
America and Europe. In the fall of 1888, potatoes 
weighing tliree pounds each and of a good table qual
ity were taken from Caleb Rich’s ranch in the valley 
below Livingston and sent to the Minnesota Horti
cultural exhibition. On the 22nd day of December, 
the two headings of the Bozeman tunnel met, and on 
the 81st ult., all the rock was removed. By the close


