
4 HISTORY OF PARK COUNTY.

to know that the majority of the business firms in 
this region had been sufficiently forewarned to be 
able to secure themselves from suffering any great 
embarrassment, although they did not progress with 
the rapid strides of yore.

Owing to the relinquishment of the vast Crow

reserve, and the increasein the settlement thereof— 
the creation of the new counties of Sweet Grass 
and Carbon were terminated by Governor J. E. 
Rickards, March 5, 1895, causing the reduction of 
Park County by a small strip along the eastern boun
dary.

In 1896 the reign of depression and oppression 
came to an end, since which time the country has 
steadily regained its former prosperity, and, today, 
stands second to none in the state of Montana as to 
its developed and undeveloped natural resources.
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M I N E S  A N D  M I N I N G  I N B E A R  G U L C H  M I N I N G  D I S T R I C T .

MINES AND MINING IN PARK COUNTY.

G
EOLOGICALLY speaking, the formation of 

Park county is very simple. Most of the 
mountain area belongs to the Eozoic and 
Silurian formations, such as slate, granite, 
gneiss and porphyry, with the several varie

ties of schistone rocks, talcose schist and mica schist. 
Along the base of the mountains is a Triassic belt of 
variable widths, and succeeding this is a broad area 
of nearly horizontal cretaceous beds, followed by 
the Teritary formation which covers nearly one-third 
of the county. It can be at once seen that we have 
the same formation as exists in California, the great
er part of Colorado and the Australian gold fields. 
The general strike of the country is N. N. E. and 
S. S. W. with a break crossing at nearly right angles, 
running east and west. Most of the mineral, so far 
discovered, is located in this, which includes gold,

silver, copper, platinum, tin, bismuth, lead, zinc and 
cinnabar.

With Livingston as a reckoning point, from here 
to the north extend the foot-hills of the Belt range, 
while, beyond these and on the opposite side of the 
Shields river rise the foot-hills of the Crazies, with 
their elevations rising some ten miles in the rear. 
To the east and occupying the angle of the upper 
and lower Yellowstone river is the Snowy or Yellow
stone range, containing the lofty peaks of Emigrant, 
Chico, Mineral, Haystack, Mount Cowan, Sheep 
Mountain, The Needle and Sunset, the latter being 
the highest in the county. Along the west shore of 
the upper Yellowstone, and separating Park county 
from Gallatin are the foot-hills and elevations of the 
Belt range, presenting a study in the various gigantic 
forms, caused by violent upheavals during the past 
ages.

In 1885 Montana came to the front as the leader

in mineral productions—a recognition which was es
tablished by the exceedingly rich placer and quartz 
finds of Little Prickly Pear, Bannack, Alder and 
Emigrant gulches, the latter at the time being the 
pride of the upper Yellowstone region. The excite
ment occasioned by these discoveries was very great 
throughout the United States, stimulating emigra
tion in a way never heard of since that of California 
in 1848, resulting in the establishment of the largest 
mining city in the world (Butte), occasioned by more 
recent discoveries.

While Park county is great in many other ways, 
having been endowed by nature with great resources, 
yet it is now and must for all time be greatest in its 
minerals, mines and mineral reduction, and when its 
greatness is spoken of from this standpoint, the gold 
and silver mines of the New World Mining district, 
the arseno-pyrites and gold production of Bear 
Gulch, and the immensely rich deposits in the Boul-


