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[T requires more courage to be an
honest, independent voter, than to be
the tcol of political knaves.

EveERry vote cast by the laborer or
producer for either of the two old
parties is a link in the chain of his
bondage.

ANy system of finance that assists
in placing Labor and industry at the
mercy of Capital, as ours doeg, should
be voted out of existence by the peo-
ple it subjugates.

ExtorTion thrives, abuses con-
tinue, Capital luxuriates and monop-
oly increases, in the calm hush of
silence. T'herefore, workingmen,
producers, as you value your rights,
agitate, agitate. :

So long as the people can be held
in allegiance to either of the two old
parties, both of them the servants of
monopoly, their master is safe, and

he can afford to contribute largely to |

keep either in power.

Our President is now recuperating
in the forests of the Adiorondacks,
after the exhaustive labors of vetoing
the pension bills, and letting the
Morrison surplus bill alone. He is

only accompanied by his wife and |

mother-in-law,—at least there is not a

word said about thelittle boy. Yet |

we wonder if Grover in his solitude
will once chant the plaintive dity—
“Oh where is my boy to-night.” Per-
haps he might, were he not afraid
some one might overhear him and
reply ‘“He’s boycotted.”

Orcanizep Capital has always dic-
tated terms to Labor: but when La-
bor organizes and combines to fix its
own wages, no language is stormy
enough to suitably denounce such
high-handed presumption. When
members of a coal ring combine to
limit production, enabling them to ex-
tort any price they see fit to demand
from a suffering public, there isno
outery against it; itis merely “a
business arrangement;” but let the
miners unite to stop the production of
coal, in order to raise the price of
their poorly paid
loudly protests against this “invasion
of its rights by such lawless action,
so destructive to business prosperity
and social order.”

WHEN a Railroad company asks
for a charter, legislatures grant it on
the ground that the public interest
will be promoted by the building of
the road. The rights of the individ-
ual to his own property is nullified,—
his dwelling may be torn down to
give the right of way to the road, and
when it is completed, the company
will refuse to leave a car load of coal
or any other commodity in his village,
unless it is paid a third more than it
can get by carrying it one hundred
miles further to a city. This company
that was to have been the servant of
the people is now its tyrant. And
there is no remedy short of State or
Governmental control, for then the
incentive to gain and oppression will
be gone.

Hazzarp’s Bank circular of Lon-
don, in 1863, speaking of our civil
war said, “Chattel slavery is likely
to be destroyed. This, I and my
European friends are in favor of, for
slavery is but the owning of labor,
and carries with it to care for the la-
borer ; while the European plan, led
by England, is capital's control of
IL.abor by controlling wages. This
can be done by controlling the mon-
ey. It will not do toletthe green-
back circulate as money any great
length of time for we cannot control
that, but we can control the bonds
and through them the bank issues.”
And not very long after this, our
Government, in obedience to its
British masters, commenced burning
up the greenbacks and transforming
their embers into bonds for the shy-
locks to control. And few of the
people were able to discern the trick
and estimate the extent of its rascal-
ity.

A LAror exchange commences a
very energetlc article by proclaiming
that “God never intended that the
honest, intelligent workingmen of
America should be the slaves of any
masters whether corporations or
politicians. It was never designed
that they should wear a political
party collar. They are ffee, intelli-
gent, thinking men, and should thiuk
and act for themselves.” We agree
with our contemporary in the first
particular.  We know that Go4 never
intended the worker should be a slave
to the drone, or wear a party collar,
but the politician and monopolist in-
tended it, and they run this special
part of the planet. We disagree in
the second and last particular. They
are not “free, intelligent working
men,” or their thoughts would not
permit their intelligence to allow
them to suffer in poverty while the
undeserving idlers roll in affluence.
The fruit is always the best measure
of the quality of the tree.

WE reprnint this week an article
“About Plate Matter” from one of
our Labor exchanges of Providence,
R. I, in which the ignorance and
shori-sightedness of a printer who

| of sympathy that organizations

labor, and Capital |

that this fellow has a great many com-
panions in ignorance among work-

|ingmen, and this pig-headedness is to

a great extent responsible for the lack
find
| in many undertakings that are really
lcommendable. The people denounce
the use of “plate matter’ because
 offices using it do not employ so many
printers, forgetting the fact that there
are hundreds, and perhaps thousands
of papers running now, and employ-
 ing printers, that could not run at all
without the “plate” or ready-print
matter, The Labor movement has
always been, and we fear always will
be handicapped by men who have no
'adequate conception of its objects,
|seeing no further than theend to
which the promptings of their own
selfishness lead them. If Union men
of all kinds would cease striving to
make more work, and vote for the
adoption of a system that would in-
sure more equitable remuneration for
the work already done, they would
display more evidence of wisdom.

IT is reported that all members of
the Journeymen Barbers union of New
York, have been ordered to resign
from the Knights of Labor. If the
barbers came into the order for the
purpose of advancing their business,
and that alone, it is a good thing for
the order that they withdraw. There
is too much of the spirit of narrow
selfishness manifested, we fear, by
too many of the new recruits of late.
They are attractgd and impelled by
the hope of receiving some immediate
and direct assistance, instead of be-

| coming members for the purpose of

assisting in carrying out the fundamen-
tal principles of the organization and
awating the results. If the leaders of
Labor organizations would display a
little more charity in their relations
with one another, and much less be-
ligerency, there would be far more
hopes of their advancement. We
suppose now that the next order we
shall hear will be one from the K. of
L. leaders commanding their men to
resign the practice of calling on these
union barbers. It isa method of
diplomacy that betokens barbarism all
through. Yet it is useless to attach
blame anywhere. They are only
carrying cut the spirit of the educa-
tion given them by the politicians all
through their lives,—that of acting on
the principle of hate to an opposing
party, rather than from a knowledge of
right and justice in their own,

| FULL OF ANXIETY AT ]’11’2:‘5—
| ENT.

Tue Prohibitionists on one side
'and the Labor Reformers on the
other, are now a source of much anx-
iety to the men who shape the course
of events in the two old parties. We
had one striking illustration of this in
the recent action of some Republican
leaders in Boston who, assembling
under the name of an “anti-saloon
conference,” tried hard to show their
Prohibition brethern that there was
no necessity for a third party, that
the grand old Republican party would
do all that was essential to be done in
that line. But it wouldn’t do. The
Prohibitionists have been deceived
too often to place any more reliance
in Republican promises. And they
said so, for in a few days after when
the Prohibition State committee con-
vened this resolution was given to
the breeze: “That the recent anti-
saloon Republican conference in
Boston was a movement intended to
mislead the Prohibitionists of the
State, and that the only effect thereof
will be to remind all who are in favor
of extinguishing the saloons that so
important a work requires the co-op-
eration of a political party in [full
sympathy with the effort.”

The Democratic managers are to
resort to the old trick that has served
them so well in the past to prevent
disentegration of their organization.
it 1is merely to instiuct their party
journals to charge the leaders of the
Industrial political movement with
being purchased by the Republican
managers to start the same in order
to draw voters from the Democratic
ranks.

How well the old trick will work
this time remains to be seen. It cer-
tainly cannot be less effective than
formerly with the unorganized work-
ers, and those who never read an in-
dependent Labor paper. The Demo-
cratic jayhawks of the press can
catch such as these every time. That’s
their business always in the political
season. And their hooks are so
adroitly bated that their is little hope
fcr the poor gudgeon who may be
lying within sighting distance.

CARDINAL TASCHEREAU
AND THE K. OF I.

THE circular letter of Cardinal
Taschereau, Archbishop of Quebec,
to the bishops under his jurisdiction,
has been the cause of much comment
and uneasiness the past week 1n
Catholic and K. of. L. circles. It
has not yet transpired what practical
effort the mandate has had in the
diocese directly concerned, and
Catholics this side of the llne are
wondering when the subject will be
taken up for settlement here. As
tke Church claims to be One in spirit
| and doctrine the world over, it is only
natural to think that this very impor-
tant affair cannot remain long un-
settled, whatever may be the conse-
quences. The difference iu the
governments of the two countries
can admit of no plea whereby what is
considered wrong 1n one can be justi-
fiable in the other, and certainly the
Platform of Principles of the order
remains the same in both. And
Cardinal Taschereau recognizes this,
| for the concluding part of his letter
plainly reads, “I caonot see that there

condemns the use of “plate” is com-|can any longer be any doubt as to

mented upon. We are sorry to say

'the rule to be followed by the Catho-

lics of the whole world, over whom the
jurisdiction of that sacred congrega-
tion extends.

On the other hand, Cardinal
bons of Baltimore, the head of h*
Church in the United States, is quo
ted as favorably disposed to the order
from the representation made by one
of his bishops who has given the mat-
ter a critical examination ; and enters
into a very discriminating exposition
of the the oath-bound society which
can and cannot be recognized by the
Church. The point is between affir-
ming to agree to subscribe to princi-
ples laid down for consideration,
which principles are just and lauda-
ble in themselves, and taking a blind
oath” to obey mandates undefined,
which involves the surrenderof per-
sonal freedom and may lead to wrong.

We trust the wisdom of the Church
will find some way out of the dilem-
ma ; but our wisdom can discern only
the alternative of either forcing Car-
dinal Taschereau to step back a pace,
or Cardinal Gibbons to step forward;
or perhaps more consistent of all, an-
nul the edict which gave rise to the
difficulty.

Gib-

ONE OF THE WAYS.

Epwarp Krrroce, a banker of
New York, and author of “A New
Monetary System,” says, in his book,
that two and one half per cent of our
population own one half of all the
wealth of this country. Nowif two
and a half per cent. of the people
should double their wealth, it would
be all absorbed by them, and the rest
wculd be paupers.

The question naturally arises, By
what means did these few obtain
posession of half of the wealth of the
nation? Did they earn it by the
sweat of their own brows and by toil-
ing early and late? No, indeed.
Few of them eger performed a day's
work of real labor. Did they getit
by right of conquest through battle
and force of arms? No, it was not
the spoils of victory on carnage
covered fields. Then by what necro-
mancy have these few obtained so
much of the world’s wealth? This
author, Mr. Kellogg, who wrote before
our civil war, and before monopoly
had made such giant strides, attribu-
ted this inequitable distribution to an
unjust and usurious monetary system;
and clearly demonstrated how its ef-
fect is to swallow all the earnings of
toil. Had he lived later he would
have possibly added to this cause, the
monstrous monopolies granted by
the Government. Since he wrote,
wealth has been gathered into the
hands of the few far more rapidly
than ever before; and now that small
fraction of the people, own two thirds
or more of it.

Can any one, who has observed
this manipulation of our Government
by the money power {ail to be aston-
ished at the blindness and apathy of
the people in submitting to the chains
being so adroitly wound around their
necks. First, the money created by
the Government was purposely depre-
ciated till a gold dollar could buy al-
most three of it :—then it was con-
verted at par into untaxable bonds,
the interest of which like a blood-
sucking leech must interminably de-
plete the pockets of the people. There
was no necessity for these bonds. The
money exchanged for them drew no
interest, and rested upon the credit of
the nation as did the bonds. We had
no more money than was needed;
but is mustbe diminished to increase
the value of the bonds, and all other
“promises to pay” t“ereby increasing
all indebtedness thyee fold. Then
the violation of the contract with the
people when the bonds were issued,
making them payable in coin, and
then forcing their payment in gold by
demonetizing silver ;—all these meas-
ures making millionaires and paupers
as they were intended to do. To think
of these things kindles one’s indigna-
tion, but not more than to see the
victims of those diabolical measures
go to the polls year after year and
vote for the same men that inaugura-
ted them or now uphold them.

And it is all accomplished under
the blind fatality of sticking to *“par-
ty,” instead of voters utilizing their
God-given powers of reason and dis-
crimination that would enable them to
detect the ambushed traps in their
pathway, and shun them.

S e - S,
ORIGIN OF REFORMS.

All reforms or the demand for them,
originate with the *‘lower classes.””  Who
ever heard of a government or ruling eclass
voluntarily giving reforms of any kind to
the people ? No. Those who need reforms
are the men that demand them, and all
reforms are persistently withheld rntil it is
no longer safe to deny them.

Throughout the world there is now a
general cry for reforms of all kinds, The
demand ecomes from popular enlighten-
ment, The great bulk of the people are
dissatisfied. They have discovered that
they live under law and degrading condi-
tions, work too many hours, reeceive in-
sufficient pay, and have no real enjoyment
of life. They groan under the despotism
of *‘upper classes.”” The mines and fac-
tories are bastiles, where men and women
work merely to avoid starvation.

Why should they suffer as theydo! Is
there not plenty of food and clothing in the
country for all? What is the cause of
their miserable condition ? Just this, that
the “upper’’ classes, who ecreate nothing,
arab all that the “lower™ classes create,
through class divisions, and the frauds of
rent, interest and profit.

Therefore the “lower’” classes must take
notice, that as long as they put up with
these class divisions they will have to bear
hard work and poverty, be snubbed and
clubbed, imprisoned or shot, according to
the rebellious spirvit displayedd, If they zo
on demanding reforms, they must make
up their minds whether a complete Indus-
trial Reformation, which will give them
active control over their work, wages, and
entire destinies. is not better than the little
driblets they are now trying to secure,

J. F. Bravy.

Pontiac, Mich.

STATE POLITICS.

FIRST ON THE LIST.

Thomas Stephenson, a Hartford machi-
nest, has announcod himself as Indepen-
dent Labor caadidate for State Senator.
Mr. Stephenson is an Englishman by birth
and labored among the Chartist leaders of
his time., ITe is one of thie most original,
and entertaining of speakers. He has al-
ready published an address in poetic style,
which sells for three cents a copy, the pro-
ceeds to be devoted to the expenses of his
campaign. Mr. Stephenson would undoubt-
edly like to meet his competitors, whoever
they may be, in public discnssion on the
issues of the canvass. But he will be de-
nied tfie privelege, as old party candidates
now-a-days are not so much after a dis-
cussion of prineiples as they are the acqui-
sition of power or pelf.

Mr. Stephenson is an honored member
of the K. of L., and senior delegate of his
assembly to the district convention. We
trust be may roll up a vote worthy of thes
cause for which he buckles on the armor of
justice and independence;.and if the wage
workers and other honest producers of the
district were sagacions enough to regard
their own best interests in advance of those
of the wiley politician, Tom Stephenson
would-mot only eapture the pole in the race
but would hold it to the finish.

However, sur€ourageous. friend is des-
tined to be bhandicapped from the start.
Next week the Hartford Times will bave
him down as being entered on behalf of
the Iepublican managers for the “boodle,”
and to defeat the entry of the Democracy.
And we fear that the lie-slinging facilities
of the Times, supplemented by its effecient
corps of verbal scavengers, will be an over-
mateh for Tom’s enthusiasm, eloguence
and honesty.

IT SHQULD BE WITAT ITS NAME IMPLIES.

We are sorry to see that our esteemed
Tabar contemporary of New DBritain, The
Independent, is the only one in the State
that doesn’t seem. {o have gotinto the
channel of the rising tide of Independent
Political action. Surely its name doesn’t
indicate its policy. Nevertheless we give
it credit for the most sincere honesty in its
course. DBut we believe Bro.. Keho reasons
from an untenable basis, when assuming
that the past is a criterion for the future,—
that workingmen will not vote an indpen-
dent ticket now to any greater extent than
they did in the past. 1f they do not, then
it is an admonition that the whole educa-
tionary work in the State be dropped. It
is a convincing proof that we are appealing
to men without heart and brain. If this is
true, we should know it, that the useless
task may be abandoned at once.

But we do not believe in the Calvinistie
doctrine of total depravity, If we did, we
should give up our calling. We acknow-
ledge all we have ever said in reference to
tha stupldity of the average worker, and
almost hopeless task of ever getting him
to open his eyes. DBut the fact is that the
remedy of the Reformer was not suflicient
by itself. It wanted the mustard applica-
tion of Dr. Jay Gould, and the peppered
bandage of Dr. Judge Barrett, DBoth have
been now applied, and the politieal eyelids
are well apartzat least sufficiently so to
warrent a trial of the patient *‘going it
alone,””

But whatever the program is, we hope
that the Labor battalion in the State will
move together.

\We respectfully suggest the wisdom of
Independent action on the State ticket at
least, for the parpose-of agitation and edu-
cation, leaving the more local offices to the
diseretion of each locality to act upon as
best judgement may diclate. On this
middle ground all should be able to agree.

ANOTHER BLOW OI' THE FOG-HORN.

As we undertook to show last week, -the
politieal fog-horn of the Democratic man-
ipulators has already commenced to blow
azainst the Independent move of the work-
ing-men in the State, before the
movement is launched at all. We term it
fog-horn blowing for the reaSon that that
instrument of music has but one note, and
that the most discordant. So the blowing
of the Democeratic fuglers is all in one key,
and that the key which they trust will un-
lock the suspicions of the \\":tge-surf rather
than his intellect.

The conference of the Independents of
the Seconid Congressional district at New
Haven last Sunday, brought out the {first
blow of the fog-horn from the New IHaven
Union, (Judas Iscariot dem.) and now the
ITartford Times (Shylock dem.) sounds the
seécond. It is “N. D. Sperry”’ just the
same, only with an additional squeak of
something about “Knownothingism.”’

Well, he must be a poor know-nothing
indeed that can be influenced to retain
his neck in the partisan yoke by any such
fogay blowing as this. The very fact of
the Demoeratic place-hunters being so
fearful of their dupes being drawn away
from them, is a tacit admission of the fact
that the Democratic managers have
been doing nothing for them worthy - of
their further support or confidence. I1f
they had been, *“N. D, Sperry’” or any
other man would lhave as little influence
upon them, as the fog-horn blowing will
now have apon their onward march outside
the deep worn ruts of the old flyblown
factions.

Nevertheless, the editor of the Times,
whom at one time Mr. Troup denominated
“Triah Heep Burr;”? and the editor of the
Union, who at one time Mr, Burr de-
nounced as ‘“‘Blatherskite Troup,”’ will not
leave unemployed any of the tricks known
to the crafty and unscrupulous politician
to render this independent effort of the
workingmen as abortive as they would wish
to have it.

even

SECOND CONGRESSIONAIL DISTRICT CON-

VENTION,

The conference of representatives from
various Labor organizations in the second
congressional distriet held in New lIHaven
last punday evening, was an important one,
Mr. I, 11, Lane was elected permanent
secretary. The question of independent
politics was discussed. It was decided to
call a congressional convention for the dis-
trict at "I'rades Council hall, New Ilaven,
Angust 23, at 2 o’clock p. m. A commu-
pication from D. A, 113, K. of L., urging
independent politieal action throughout the
State was referred to a committee, with in-
structions to réport at thie convention of
the 28th,  After a three hours session the
conference adjourned. Nearly every Labor
organizalion in the two counties were rep-
resented.

J. B. KELLY GOES FOR J. F.
BRAY.

Bwinging a Cudgel in Defense of the
Catheolic Church v. . the K. of 1.,

Mr Epntror—In a recent issue you pub-
lished a letter signed “.J. F. Bray, Pontiae,
Mich.” on the “Catholiec Church and the
K.of L., in which le refers to the war in
Canada between the Church and that or-
ganization.

He says: “The Catholic Church in Can-
ada has decla%ed war against the Knights
of Labor openly, on the ground that they
are a secret society and therefore beyond
the Chuarch and may be led into wrong
doing. The war has commenced in Can-
ada because the people are more servile and
ignorapt than in the states and more under
Churel:  control.” Perhaps, Mr DBray
means the common school education the
people get in the United States makes
them wiser tham the officials of the Catho-
ilc Church who havespent a lifetime in
study; or perhaps he means that Catholics
are as a rule an ignorant body of people.
This wise man goes on to state that the
Catholic Church is a “‘secret society, with
its gradation of officials, which the people
bave nothing to do bat obey.”” Does the
Catholic Church ask anybody to embrace
the faith, without at first teaching them
its doctrines ? If Mr. Bray can show us
where the Church is a secret society, in the
sense meant, we would like to have him.

His next paragraph goes on to say, “If
secrecy stands in the way (of Catholics
joining the order) it ought to be abolished.”’
We certainly agree with him there. “The
K. of L. has given to the world their prin-
ciples ond objeects, and there is nothing
within the or ler that is in conflict with the
outside.”” Nevertheless, T have been
asked to join the K. of L., and the person
who asked me to join said that he could
not tell me any of the rules. Ilow differ-
ent from the Churcli which tries to teach
the applicant all its rules and doctrines.

“It** (the Catholic Chureh) ““claims des-
potic anthority over all its members, and
will not ‘olerate independent thought or
action on any subjeet.” Yes, with the
same ‘‘despotic anthority’ that the shep-
herd shows when he drives the sheep into
the fold at night to keep them safe from
the attack of the wolves. TPope Leo XI1I
did not put the decree on the K. of L. until
he had thoroughly examined its rnles; and
not then until after he had given it much
thoughtful consideration.

‘‘Ececlesiastical domination is out of place
in a republie like ours.” Perhaps we had
better not have any religion, and join the
standard of Bob Ingersoll, and have done
with it. If the K. of L. is trying to under-
mine religion it is time for honest people to
know it.

‘““The spirit of Protestantism is every-
where protesting against this or that
wrong, this or that outrage, this or that
evil. Black slavery went down under its
assaults and white slavery is on its last
legs.”” This statement is as foolish as the
one that says that there were no Demo-
crats of any account in the Union army.
Every one knows that Catholics as well as
Protestants were in it fichting against
slavery, - Then again, look at the case be-
tween Catholic Ireland and Protestant
England. The people in Ireland are for
the most part almost as badly off as slaves,
and the Protestant Church, as a religion,
is making no effort to abate the evil.

“Surely a Catholic has the same right to
better his social position as any other man.
If the K. of L. leads to this, why should
the Church denounce it, and virtually
deny the right of men to e¢levate themselves
from poverty and misery to ease and com-
fort.”> A Catholic has the same right ‘‘as
any other man’ to elevate himself. But
is il elevating to a man's nature or social
position to be put in jail for boyecotting as
some of the trades union men have lately
been? A man- can join the Free Masons
and possibly elevate bis social position,
amd the Catholic Church denounces that
organization and if any similar evils exist
in the K. of L.. they must be denounced
just the same.

“Every man should insist on his indus-
trial rights Churech or no Chureh.”” Tear
down the churches as was done by the
Know-nothing party not many years ago,
because it was not in with them on their
idea of soeial advancement. If Mr. Bray
thinks to build up the K. of L.on the
ruins of the Catholic Church, because it
cannot see things in the same light as he
does, I am afraid he will be sorely disap-
pointed. Because there are some Cathol-
iecs (?) who will join secret societies, Mr.
Bray must not think that the Church is on
its last legs. Perszonally I have no enmity
against the K. of L., and before the decree
of the Pope, was trying to make up my
mind to join the organization; but after
Mr. Bray’s expose of the inner workings
of the order when he says “Church or no
Church’ I will undoubtedly refrain. If
the K. of I.. wish Catholies to join their
order they should keep sueh writers as Mr.
Bray from getting bef.re the publie. It
will damage their cause more than any
other two reasons combined. Is it not the
three It speech of one man to which Mr.
Blaine lays his defeat in the late Presiden-
tial campaign ? Others  will find things
just the same if they make the same kind
of speeches and writings.

Yours Truly,
J. B. KELLY,

Oak Dale, Aug. '86.

ol -

THE WORKING WORLD.
During July 327 of

327 loeal assemblies the

Knights of Labor were organized.

The Belgain government has issued a
loan of $8,000,000 to provide work for un-
employed.

A resolution was passed at the late con-
vention of the Carpenters’ Brotherhood
disapproving of membership withthe as-
semblies of Carpenters of the K. of L.

A number of girls discharged from a
Boston cigarette factory, presumably for
joining the Knights of Labor, have started
a co-operative factory.  They deserve suc-
cess,

A strong Assembly of farmers, forly m
number, was organized at Mink P, O.,
Clackamas ceunty, Or. Thereare now five
assemblies in Oregon composed entirely of
farmers,

The K. of L. at Troy, N. Y., have re-
cently purchased the big armory building,
sold by the State at auction, for £13,000,
and turned it into an assembly room, with
the headquarters of a new paper, the Clar-
ion, located therein.

THE DEMON TASK MASTER.
Why this universal wailing,
Over all this land prevailing,
This entreaty unavailing? Why this gloom
and dark despair 2
See the sun of hope is setting !
Man his brother is forgetting,
And a eurse is slowly falling
On this land of promise rare;
And the faces are appalling,
That were once go bright and fair—
Want and misery everywhere !

Mark the toiler, sowing, reaping,
And the golden shieaves upheaving,
While a hidden monster, sweeping for his
own insatiate maw,
Gathers fast and faster—faster
Though privations and disaster
Smite the weary, sweating toiler
Till the pangs of hunger gnaw;
Never does the fierce despoiler
His rapacious grasp withdraw;
Greed so eruel knows no law.

Hear the workshop's footsteps clatter,
Hear the workmen’s footsteps patter;
When they join or quickly scatter, when to
each a task is shown:
Each a burden carries, double—
Load of toil and load of trouble;
For an iron master watches
From a secret door nmknown;

‘From each mouth he quickly snatches

Every word and meaning tone—
He is master here alone.

ITow the pistons heave and tumble.
How the wheels do drum and rumble !
How obedient—not & grumble, when those
brawny arms control;
Strange, that while sach puny muscle
Rules so surely all this bustle,
A more potent power, uncanny,
Rules still surer brain and soul;
Strange, indeed, the brawny many
Let a baleful power control
Wealth of brawn and brain and soul.

In the gloomy mine descending,
Where the flickering lights are blend-
ing;
Note how close is death impending—foul
his breath upon the air;
Careless 1s the warning spoken,
Scarece the delvers heed the token.
For a moster, darker, grimmer,
Makes them madly, rashly dare,
And through lamplight’s glare and glim-
mer,
Holds them fiercely, surely there,
With the bravery of despair.

Go to yonder lonely garret,
If your heart is strong to bear it,
Mark the half bent shadow where it darks
the black wall scarcely more:
There a famished woman sitting,
Works with patience unremitling—
With her weary, ceaseless stilching,
Keeps the wolf just out the door,
While a demon still enriching
Self with stealing from her store,
Robs her pittance lower and lower.
Is this the land where hands of labor
Clasp the hands of toiling neighbor
And the plowshare, not the saber, is the
scepter held supreme ?
Is it here where honest toilers
Need not fear the strong despoilers,
Since all men are free and equal ?
Ah !if things are what they seem,
This is but the bitter sequel,
* Waking of a century’s dream—
A turning back of progress® stream.
Shall this demon reign eternal
O'er this blessed land fraternal ?

WOMAN’S COLUMN.

EDITED BY JUSTITIA.

' Some Connecticut and Massachusetts
| journals are berating poor little *‘Rbody™
| for disfranchising one of her citizens for no
| fault, save that of losing some of his shek-

|els, in copjunction with another misde-
| meanor, that of havipyg been born in an-

other country. We think Rhody deserves
a castigation for her injustice, as the man

did not wilfully or intentionally lose his
money; and quite possibly if his wishes had
been eonsulted, he wonld have been born

in this happy land of equal rights. Dut

Connecticut and Massachusetts had better

stop making up mouths at Rhode Island,

and picking motes out of her eyes, till they
pull some out of their own: for they, too,

| disfranchise thousands more than does
Rhode Island, of their citizens for no of-

fence except that of being women, who,
had they only known before they were
born, that women in these states were
ranked with idiots and erifhinsls, every
soul of them would be born of the other
sex,—that is, if their wishes would be re-

| spected.

“Q, pshaw!” Do I hear some one say ?
“J am tired of this Woman’s Column.”
Justitia is & crank and thinks of nothing
but suffrage, and the ballot.,” Well, who
has asked you to read it? I haven’t, and
you have no right to gramble, for you get
twice the worth of your money in the other
columns of the paper, without this. Asto
being a erank, if I am, I'm in mighty good
company. Galileo was a crank when he
asserted that the earth revolved, when
even a child could see that it stood still
Columbus was a crank tp think that he
could get tothe EastIndies by sailing
| westward, and all Europe laughed at him.
| Fuiton was a crank when hetried to run

beats by steam-power. Morse the inventor
lof the eleciric telegraph was a crank, and
| for five years the wise men of Congress,
| ridiculed and poked fun at him, while he
was trying in vain to get a small appropria-
tion from them, toput upa line from
Washington to Baltimore to prove practic-
| ally that he could send messageson a wire
' by electricity. Henry Georgeis a crank of
the present generation, we ghall not live to
see him the philosopher of the next as he
will be. Wendell Phillips, Wm. Loyd
Garrison, and all the old abolitionists
were cranks, and were stoned and mobbed
by the good, respectable people of that day
of the churech, as well as some outside of it.
The signers of the Declaratioft of Indepen-
dence were considered ecranks by the roy-
alists and tories, who denounced the prin-
|ciple of the right of the people to self-
government, just as we are denounced who
| would ecarry that prineciple into practice.
| In fact, since the advent of civilization it
| has been cranks that have started the
1 wheels of progress, both in the moral and

| material world.

AN IMMENSE MISTAKE.”

The Litchfield Enquirer, referring to the
Connecticut Prohibitionists, fays, “Their
platform takes strong ground against the

| repeal of Sunday laws and against divorce,
|as well asin favor of Probibition. They
made one immense mistake, however. As
now arranged, the present suffrage is not
in favor of any of the measures they pro-
pose. *** What they need isto wurge
woman suffrage as a perquisite to political
reform. With that as a basis they might
accomplish what is utterly impossible with
the moral half of our citizens disfranchised.’

The Enquirer is undoubtedly right with
regard to the pmifying effect that Woman
Suffrage would have upon the body politic,
for tbat reflects the character of those who
compose it.

That women are far more moral, tem-
perate, thrifty, and law-abiding, than men
is a well known fact, proved by observation
and by statistics. But there is a difference
of opinion among temperanca women, as
among temperance men, as to the best
methods of promoting it. Though I bave
| no doubt of the beneficial effiect of women
| suffrage upon public morality and the pub-

lic welfare; it is not so much that, upon
which I base my claims for it, ason the
principle of eternal justice, as well as that
upon which this government is founded,—
a principle directly violated by the disfran-

Shall enchantment so infernal hold us ever | chisement of women.

*peath its spell ?
No ! By all the powers of heaven
From this land he shall be driven,
Usury be hurled, unshriven,
To the lowest depths of hell;
Then a mighty shout be given—
Hear the hosts their voices swell,
“Labor conquers—all is well.””

— -

ANACT TO LEGALIZE THE INCORPOR-
ATION OF NATIONAL TRADES UNIONS.

| THE DIFFERENCE IN THE GIRLS.

|' “Good morning, Ned, old fellow, which

| one of all the pret&; girls do you escort to
the pienie, to-day 7

|  *I shall take Maggie Vape.”

| “T'll be hanged, Ned, if I admire your

| selection ;—she always dresses so plainly,

| and-is such a ‘matter of fact’ sort of a girl.”

| _“Well Charlie, she is a sensible girl for

| all that, always fooks neat.”

| “Idon’t like your ‘sensible girls,” and

! prefer a dashing, ‘irivolous,” one, as you
would call her; well, what’'s the matter

Be it enacted by the Senate and House } with Flora McFlimsey ?

of Representatives of the Uniled Slates aof

America in Congress assembled,, That the
term ‘‘National Trade Union,” in the
meaning of this act, shall signify any asso-
ciation of working people baving two or
more branches in the Statés or Territories
of the United States for the purpose of
aiding its members to become more skillful
and eflicient workers, the promotion of
their general intelligence, the elevation
of their character, the regulation of their
wages and theirJsours and conditions of
labor, the protection of their individual
rights in the prosecution of their trade or
trades, the raising of funds for the benefit
of sick, disabled, or unemployed members,
or the families of deceased members, or for
such other object or objects for which
working people may lawfully combine,
having in view their mutual protection or
benefit.

Sec. 2. That National Trade Unions
shall, upon filing their articles of incorpor-
ation in the office of the recorder of the
District of Columbia, become a corporation
under the technical name by which said
National Trade Union desires to be known
to the trade; and shall have the right to
sue and be sued, to implead and be im-
pleaded, to grant and receive, in its corpor-
porate or technical name, properts’. real,
personal and mixed, and to use said prop-
erty, and the proceeds and income thereof,
for the objects of said corporation as in its
charter defined: Provided, That each union
may hold only so much real estate as may
be required for the immediate purposes of
its incorporation.

Sec. 3. That an incorporated National
Trade Union shall have power to make and
establish such constitution, 1ules, and by-
laws as it may deem proper to carry out its
lawful objects, and the same to alter,
amend, add to, or repeal at pleasure.

SEc. 4. That an incorporated National
Trade Union shall have power to define the
duties and powers of all its officers, and
prescribe their mode of election and term
of office, to establish branches and sub-
unions in any Territoay of the United
Stales.

SEC. 3,
corporated National Trade Union shall be
located in the District of Columbia.

Approved June 20, 1886.
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POLITICAL PLANNINGS.

The Wisconsin Knights are planning to
put a friend of labor In the governor's
chair next fall in place of Governor Rusk,
of call ont the militia fame.

In Texas the Grangers and Knights of

Labor wiil hold a joint convention to agree |

upon a common platform of principles on
which to unite their forees in the coming
campaign.

We suggest that a conference should at
once be held to look the ground over and
take such steps as will guarrantee in the
next Congress a man from the Seventh
Massachusetts distriet who will be found
on the side of the people as against the
monopolies.—Laborer.

That the headquarters of an in- |

| “Bat, Charley, you would not like her
| as a wife ?
| ““Yes, sheis justsuch aoncasI want,
| one that when I come home tired from my
work, will meet me chattering small talk,
'and cooing like a dove, and that will not
| introduce any of those disagreeable subjects
| that only serve to distress a fellow’s rest.””
| ““Your ideal of a wife, Charlie, is quite
different fiom mine. I want one of sober
mind and good jodgement, believing that
the love of such is more deep, considerate
and abiding. 1 want one to whom I can
confide my hopes and fears, all my plans
and cares, and whose advice 1 shall value,—
in short, one who will be a true companion'
in every department of life.”’
The young men seperated, and soon
| after each married the girl of his choiece.
I Half a dozen years after this, Ned met a
dilapidated, eare-worn looking man, whom
| he could scarcely recognize as his gay
| friend, Charlie, of earlier days, he was so
changed. After the first greetings, Ned
inqn,i,re{}, “And how goes the world with
you.
|  “Bad encugh*’ says Charlie, “I am a
broken down man, in every way.”
I don’t believe in divulging = domestic
troubles, but I could always confide in
you, Ned. The factis, I made a mistake
{ in marrying as I did.”
“Surely, Charley, Flora becamean af-
fectionate wife.”’
| **I thought she would be, but petty an-
| noyances would occur, which her mind
| would maguify, and for which she blamed
me, and no amount of argument or expla-
nation on my part could convinee her that
(I was not in fault, Then the hard 1imes
came on, and I felt that it was necessary
to curtail our expenses, and reduce our
style of living, but I never conld make her
understand the necessity of doing so, and
I struggled on, tillI became hopelessly
bankrujt, and completely worn out with
[ her continual upbraiding and complaining.
| I have started out to find a job, while she
| has returned to her father. But how are
| you prospering, Ned 2’ Fairly well, and
| have a home that it as cosy and comfort-
able as needbe. But I came very near
| beng ruined a year ago. A man, a stran-
| ger, wanted me to go into specu'ation with
{ him that Jooked so plausible and promising
| that it se- med 1o me a fortune would be
made, without & possibility of failure, and
as the stranger was in haste, for anotinr
man he said was impatiently walting to
s undertake it with him, I took the pen to
siga the papers vhat would have boungd me,
when I bethought me that I had not eon-
| sulted my wife. as I always did in matiers
of imprriance, and I excused myself for &
| few minutes and hastening home, I 10ld
|= Magg.e of the scheme, and che put ques-
|tions and supposed contirgencies that
| make me see the matter in a very different
‘ light, and 1 :eturned to the stranger to *ay
| to him that I had decided to let his other
man have the fortune. [ afterwards
learned that the whole scheme was a per-
fect swindle, Maggie is likea balanee-
| wheel to my plans, and all my snccess is
larg ely due to her good judgement,”

i




