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THE PRESENT HARD TIMES.
Why are these hard times up-

on us is being persistently asked
by thousands who have- been
thrown out of employment, and
by other thousands who feel the
pinch of this out-of-joint state of
affairs.

There has been no failure of
crops, the forests, the mines and
all the vast resources of this won-
derful country still remain.
Then why should this "panic",
or whatever else it may be call-
ed, descend upon the people in a
night, as it were. and shut down
the mills, cut the traffic of the
railroads and lay a heavy hand
upon all industries?

Wihat is the cause?
The bankers assert that the

insufficiency of the circulating
medium is the cause. In other
words, the amount of money in
circulation was not sufficient to
transact the immense volume of
business developed under un
precedented prosperous con-
ditions. Their remedy is an
''elastic currency",whatever that
may be, and they are asking
congress for currency legisla-
tion, but are unable, it seems, to
agree upon just what is needed
or how toaccomplish it.

There are others who believe
that overproduction is respon-
sible for the existing trouble and
think that we must either find
new markets or lessen produc-
tion, ignoring the fact that had
the people of this country all
they need, not what they can use,
the present production would
have to be largely increased to
meet the demand.

There are others still who as-
cribe the "panic" to a lack of
confidence superinduced by the
manipulators of Wall Street
which has caused the withdrawal
of money from investment, and
they recommend as a ready
cure that everybody proceed at
once to have confidence and quit
holding their money.

Some think it is because of this
being the presidential campaign
year, on the theory possibly that
choosing a president is such a
nauseous operation that it is of
necessity bound to make busi-
maes sick. After the election,
say they, things wilt improve.
,Their cure Is patience, or in
plain language, grin and bear it
and sing "There are good times
coming."

Some blame it on the trusts,
declaring that they are punish-
ing the people for their anticor-
poratlon legislation and general
interference with the business of
the corporations. And another
class thidk that "panics" are
some kind of a mysterious some-
thing that is bound to happen
about every ten years, because

* in the past "panics" have hap-
pened ip intervals of time of
about that length. These have
n0 remedy to offer, they are
ready with the Mohammnedan to
say Kismet and do like the
(linese, follow in the footsteps
of the fathers.

But this guess work does not
satisfy the man who suffers from
the bard times, nor does it ex-
plain the necessity for such a
condition in a country rich be-
yand measure in everything
needed for the suatenaco,. nse
cessity, pleasure and happiness
at a population a thousand times
treater that now inhabits it.
And the vast body of the wage
garing class whose jobs are de-
' eent upon "bgo4 times" sad
lhose eesto and d.pendeut up-

he re not going to re-

withthe tesety

There is a right solution to
this problem. Depressed con-
ditions with their attendant
hardships and suffering are not
necessary in such a rich coun-
try as ours.

There is a cause for panics and
the moment the true cause is
found they willi disappear never
to return. That cause is not the
superficial thing that some seem
to think. It is a cause deep down
in our present social system.
It lies undoubtedly in the fact
that our achievements in the
proper and rightful distribution
of wealth has not kept pace with
our advancement in the art of
production. And it behooves
the citizens of this country if
they would correct the fault-4
and crudities of our present so-
cial system, that they begin the
earnest, serious and zealous
study of economics, for only in a
true understanding and . appli.
cation of the principles of eco-
nomics will the solution of the
problem of panics, money strin-
gencies and all such abnormal
things be found.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND-

MENTS.

Elsewhere we publish in full
the constitutional amendments
to be voted on by the people of
the State in the general election
to be held April 21 next. Below
we give in brief the five amend-
ments.

1. Consolidating the seven tax
collectors in New Orleans into
one, fixing his salary at $5,000,
and making all fees payable into
the treasury of the State.

2. Authorizing the Legislature
to initate legislation for the bene-
fit of the Railroad Commission.
Under the existing article of
the constitution the Legislature
is powerless to act except upon
the recommendation of the Com-
mission.

3. Subjecting transportation
lines to fine for disobeying an
order of the Railroad Commis-
sion, requiring them to enter the
courts to suspend it; penalizing
them at the rate of from $10 to
$50 from date of the operation
of the order if the'judgment is
against them, and giving the
Commission jurisdiction ofer the
service of the telegraph and
telephone companies.

4. Prohibiting Federal, for-
eign and non-resident companies
from doing business in Louisiana
when they sue in the Federal
courts or transfer suits from the
State to the Federal courts.

5. Fixing the salary of Sec-
retary of State at $5,000 a year,
and prohibiting him from accept-

ing fees or perquisites of anykind.

The above amendments were
passed by the special session of
the Legislat~ure called) by Gov.
Blanchard and shtuld receive asolid 

vote from every voter.

They represent reforms that are

badly needed and their adoption
will result in great benefijp to the
people of the State.

WOOD TOR SAL-Go, dry
stove wood, delivered to any
part of town.-Lafayette Steam
Laundry, Phone 346.

Notice.
The business heretofore known as

the Lafayette Transfer Co., and man-
aged by the late F. 0. Cornay until
his death, will in the future be con-
tinued in the name of the Lafayette
Transfer. Mrs. F. 0. Cornay will be
assisted in the management of the busi-
ness by her brother, Mr. Gaston
Guerinlere. All business entrusted to
her will receive her prompt and care-
ful attention. She takes this oppor-
tunity to thank the public for its kind
patronage in the past and solicits a
continuance of the same. Phone 227.
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FATHER CF YANKEES
PHRASE THAT FITLY DESCRIBES

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Difficult to Shape a Sentence That
Would Characterize Him More Per-

fectly Than Remark Made by
Thomas Carlyle.

It would be difficult to shape a sen
ence which would characterize Frank
in more perfectly than the remark

ade by Thomas Carlyle when, look-
rg upon a portrait of Franklin, he
aid: "There is the father of all the

Yankees." If we use the word Yankee
o cover and sue- ett everything that
a practical, useful, ingenious, re
-iurccful, sagacious and wise, with
he one exception that the character
1-ving these traits will never quite
.ain to the highest and best, the

;rd fairly describes Benjamin Frank-
a. He was a compendium of all the

.lfects, faults, abilities and successes
f the people of whom he was the
,est consplauous, famous and success-

*ful representative at home and
abroad. Shakespeare might have
naund in him a model of at least 20

different characters, each one excel-
lent of its kind or most characteristic
of the class to which the type be-
longed. He could not have taken him
as his model for one who should set
forth in his own person the highest at-
tainments of human nature with a rec-
ord unblemished by injurious excess
or conspicuous defeat. He was a man
of the earth earthy; one who warmed
both hands at the fire of life and on-
joyed through all his physical senses
whatever life had to give. He held
that pleasure greatly predominated in
the lives of mqn and proved it in his
own case by his hearty enjoyment of
whatever was cheerful or capable of
giving pleasure.

Beginning, as he did, an untaught
boy, rude in manners and unac-
quainted with those who had practiced
the arts of the gentle life, but with an
eager appetite for learning, with un-
bounded ambition and desire to make
a place for himself in the world, it was
inevitable that his first adventures
shpuld be a mixture of good and ill
fortune, of steady Improvement
checked at times by wayward laises
into indulgences which, because of hi,
better training, his co-patriot Wash-
ington escaped. Above this earthly
nature which was the wide and strong
foundation of his character, was an in-
tellect second to none in his time on
the level over which it ranged. That
it never escaped into the realm of
spiritual life, where prophetic souls
are found, is evident in his works and
sayings. His was a great, practical
intellect, dealing at times, indeed,
with religion and the highest interests
of the soul, but always in a somewhat
prosaic and practical way. He owned
and deeply regretted the errors of his
early days, but at his best he could
never have been described as a saint;
and, yet from the beginning to the
end he would not be properly described
at any time as a vicious person. His
temptations and his lapses me in
the ordinary course of his life, bause
he eagerly craved the society of his
fellow-creatures.-Chriatian Register.

Diamond Salesman's Secrets.
"There is no line in which more care

must be exercised than in selling dia-
monds," remarked one of the oldest
dealers in Cleveland. "For instance,
we don't dare show a man a larger
stone than he can afford to buy.

"Even a diamond a carat or a carat
and a half in size looks like a mighty
small affair to pay so much money for,
and if a man comes in expecting to
pay $75 for a diamond he may get dis-
gusted and not buy at all if the sales-
man shows him something a little
larger for $200. The salesman, if he
knows his business, will find to a ce'-
tainty just how much a customer is
willing to pay before he shows him
anything.

"Then it's better not to show a
colored stone, such as a ruby or an
emerald or a bluish diamond in con-
nection with other diamonds, If you
show some customers a colored stone
and then put it away nnd show him a
good white diamond he will declare
that the diamond is off color, It does
not seem to be a whim so much as the
effect on the eyes of the colors in the
stones,"

Saved His Precious Relics.
The third floor of "The Orchard,"

Francis Wilson's place in New Ro-
chelle, is fitted out as a miniature
treater, and there the actor has a
wonderful collection of paintings,
books, old play bills and theatrical
relics gathered in the last score of
years. It is his favorite lounging
place when at home. On a recent
Saturday night fire roke out in the
cottage mext door. VS lson and several
guests were in his den. A score of as-
sistants, hurriedly summoned, suc-
ceeded in stripping the den ofk every-
thing of value before it became ap-
parent that his cottage was in no
danger. The lower rooms had been
utterly neglected, not an article being
touched, the actor prizing his relics
above all else.

Keeps Them Awake.
"Yes," said the man who sometimes

lets out an audible thought, "they are
the biggest takers' on earth."

"Who?" queried the party with the
rubber habit.

"The astronomers," answered the
party of the prelude.

"How do you figure that out?"
psked the rubbering chap.

"Why, they sit up nights trying to
con the universe," explained the noisy
thinker.

LOST DOG,
Fox Terrior, White

spotted liver colored, on both sides of
head and one side of neck, male.
Strayed away from my residence. A
liberal reward will be paid for infor-
mation of his whereabouts.-Mose
Levy

LEO ST.
Attorney-at-Law.

All claims and collections given
prompt atention.

OFFICE -in Chariois' law office.

Weatchen

Clocks 7
Rings y

Je wel ry X70

of all kinds l _
and

Diamonds

HAND PAINTED CHINAWARE

RAZORS

Glasses Fitted and Optician's

Prescriptions Filled.
AT

Ru ge r's
DR. L. 0. CLARK,

Physician & Surgeon.
PnssResidence 191-3

Office - - - 191-2

Office Hoaet-as 2 to 4 p. mn

READ THE

MORNIN6
WORLD

The South's Greates Newspaper.

Whirlwind Deliveries,
All the News, Human

Interest.

HALF THE PRICE.
Twice the Value.

JEFFERSON
THEATRE

Thursday Night,
' Feb. 27.
The Beautiful Fairy
Spectacular Opera I

ISO-IN CAST-I5O

SNOW- WHITE
Gorgeous Costumes

Beautiful Music
Under auspices and for benefit

of Public Schools.

Prices 50 cents and 75 cents.
Seats on sale Wednesday

Morning Feb. 26. at
Gordon Hotel.

6i. J. ABBADIE,
General - Insurance - and

Real Estate Agent.
Agent for the National Live Stock

Insurance Co., of Dallas, Tex.

CARINtRO. LOUISIANA.

GUIDROZ &6BACOU,
_GENERAL

Blacksmfths 6- Wheelowrights.

Can do "nth n^ :n their 'ne. The wildest
and meanent horses shod without hurting
them. Rubber tires put on.

Shor Main St. near Court House.

Early 8 Robert
Civil Engineers & Surveyors

surveyi ng. Mapintt and lie T'mnting. Estimates
and Sehcificatrins on ripe lines. kLarthern Tanks
and Otit Land Surveys a Specialty Jefferson street
between Pelican Furniture Co. and Maouon Sisgam

PARKERSON I MOUTON,
Established in 1897.

FIRE, LIFE, ACCIDENT, TORNADO, EMPLOYES' LIABILITY AND RENT

INSURANCE.
Also all kinds of Bonds. Ten Years' Experience

WE SUPPLY YOUR WANTS
In a prompt and satisfactory manner as you will find if
you give us your business. We make a specialty of

Fresh First-Class Groceries.
We also carry a nice stock of Plain ('rockerv, the kind to
use daily. Our prices are always right.

MORGAN & DEBAILL ON.

GOOD GROCERIES
At The Lowest Prices
Is What You May Depend on When You Place
Your Orders With Us. PROMPT DE-
LIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF TOWN.

Bernard & Meau,.

JULIUS GOLDSMITH, E. L. GERDE, A. U. PRUDHOMME,
President. Vice - President. Secretary.

LAFAYETTE WHOLESALE
GROCER COMPANY, LTD.
Always on Hand a Full Line of Choice Fancy

GROCERIES
Headquarters For

CORN, OATS, BRAN AND HAY.

HARNESS
should be well made and
of good leather if you want
to get real satisfaction out
of it. We are making

SPECIAL PRICES

on Single and Double.
Truk Harness just now,
made of oak tanned leath-
er, traces with 3 rows of
stitching, etc. All sorts
of Stable Sundries moder-
ately priced.

LACOSTE HARDWARE CO.,
LIMITED.

WE GAN SELL YOU PROPERTY
in Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas or Oklahoma, at prices and on terms
to suit you. We call your special attention to Lafayette city prop-
erty of which we have a flue list, By our abstract work we assure you
of your title. and when necessary we help you buy.

LOUISIANA REAL ESTATE, ABSTRACT AND BROKERAGE CO.

OUR BU66IES
Stand This Test

"Topbe equal to the average in usefulness is
good; but to accompli%;h any one thing better
than all others competing is the true test of
merit." Our buggies stand this test.

The ONE THING about our jobs IS THE FIN-
ISH. Others at like price may wear as well--per-
haps; or be as comfortable and roomy---possibly.

But the finish on TE BBETTS buggies is ONE
thing to be proud of. It's an everlasting joy. As
bright and shining as a maiden's eye when her lover
appears.

Denbo & Nicholson Co.,
LIMITED.
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