
John Muir once resided near Port-
age. He was a naturalist and ex-

plorer, traveling over much of the
United States, Alaska, Europe, Russia,
Sibera, China, Japan, Australia, and

New Zeland, bent on botany and
geology. He has written a number
of volumes and these have been read
by many in Baraboo and the world
over. He received degrees at the
University of Wisconsin and about
twenty years ago visited the scenes
of his early life near Portage.

* * *

In company with Attorney and Mrs.
E. S. Baker of Portage and the Misses
Margaret and Luise Gattiker of Bara-
boo, the writer and wife made a little
journey a few days since to the Muir

farms in the southern part of Mar-
quette county, the first farm occupi-
ed by the family being about ten
miles and the second farm about

fourteen miles distant from Portage.

The way from the seat of government
of Columbia county led past the site
of Fort Winnebago, taking the Mon-
tello highway—the left of the three
roads which branch at the location

of the pioneer military post. The
road extends over a rolling country,

frequently in sight of the historic Fox

river, Iqzily wending its way toward
Lake Winnebago.

ft *

Mr. Baker was the first white per-
son born in the town of Fort Winne-
bago and in his early manhood oper-

ated a horse power threshing machine.
The last two seasons the Muirs resid-
ed on the farm he threshed their
grain crops, and attended the sale
when they left the place, purchasing
some of the tools used by John Muir.

These articles he treasures to this
day. Mrs. Baker attended a rural
school taught by John Muir’s sister,

Miss Joanna Muir, in about 1867.
This was school No. 3, the Spicer

school, in the town of Fort Winneba-
go. Our little journey this morning

led near to the site of the school,

another building now occupying the
ground. Mrs. Baker told of* the
school days and a stop was made at
the home of her sister, Mrs. E. B.
Mathbey. i

* * *

After riding several miles the chr

came to another school house, where

the Muir children received instruction.
There is another building there now,
the pioneer one having gone with

other things pioneer. Soon the car
rumbled over a half hidden bridge be-
neath which flowed a crystal stream.
“Here’s the farm now,” exclaimed Mr.
Baker. “I have not been here for
many years; it is changed, I scarcely

know the place.”
The farm is now owned by James

Mcßeath who lives on an adjoining
place, and is occupied by Mr. and

Mrs. J. E. Collins. When Mr. Collins

was interrogated as to whether or

not we might spread a lunch some-

where on the farm, he kindly pointed

to a great oak standing on the bank

of the lake.
3: .y. y

There in the shade where John Muir

had no doubt often been, the company

rested and talked of the things that
had occured in the pioneer home and

on the lake. It was here the family

erected their first cabin in 1849 and

where they endured harrowing hard-
ships. Although wood was in abuna-

dance at the very door the boots of

the children were stiff in the morning

and went on with pain and suffering.

The cabin was cold
* * *

Before us lay the same placid lake

on which Muir rowed and in which he

swam, once nearly drowning, as he

relates in “Th 6 Story of My Boyhood

and Youth.” Screaming from tree to

tree flew the blue jays, no doubt the

decendants of those which so much in-
terested the young naturalist when he,

as a boy, observed these policemen of

the woods. The woodpeckers, the king-

birds, and many others mentioned by

Muir were all about as we sat in the

midst of a dreamy landscape and list-
ened to personal recollections of the
Muirs from Mr. and Mrs. Baker;

* * ¥

The lake is recorded on the maps of

Columbia county as Ennis Lake, prob- j
ably for Sam Ennis who owns the land
on the east side of the inland body of
water, and is called Fountain Lake by

John Muir in his “Bo:rhood and
Youth.” The sheet is known rounda-
bout as Muir Lake and by all means
should bear that name, made world
known by the noted traveler and au-
thor in a charming volurnn he has
written.

* * *

Where the little stream peeps from
beneath the tangle of vegetation here
and there along its course, or where
it babbles along to the Fox river over
a mile away, the crystal water glistens

in the sun. Asa crow wings from the

lake to the Fox river the distance is
not more than one half a mile but the
stream joins the larger one near Pack-
waukee island, the space is a mile or
more.

#

The first farm occupied by the Muirs
is now owned by James Mcßeath whose
father, James Mcßeath, had a pet coon
jrnd would say: “Coonie, ma mannie,
Coonie, ma mannie, how are ye the
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day? I think you’re hungry,” as the

comical pet began to examine his

pockets for nuts and bread,—"Na, na,
there’s nathing in my pocket for ye
the day, my wee mannie, but I’ll get.
ye something.” He called him his
“littleman” and often the coon fished
for frogs in the stream which flowed
at the Mcßeath door. Mr. Mcßeath
(spelled Mcßath in the book) was a
Highland Scotchman and came to
Milwaukee, July 4, 1850, reaching

Wisconsin the year following the
Muirs.

Speaking of Scotchmen the father
of John Muir was of a religious turn,

a student of the bible, held services
in the neighborhood, and organized
a Presbyterian church, the building

standing between the two farms. In
the church-yard" we noted such Scotch
names as Mair, Galloway, Owen,
Thompson, Graham and McDougal.
Entering the church the company
stood where John Muir’s father ex-
pounded the faith years ago.

* * *

The first place owned by the Muirs
was very sandy but the second farm
was one worth owning. In “My Boy-
hood and Youth” Muir speaks, of it
as the “Hickory Hill Farm” and
when we shut off the gasoline in front
of the barn there in bold letters
across the building were the words:

* Hickory Hill Farm #

The present owner, Thomas Kearns,

has read Muir’s books with keen in-
terest and kindly placed the appro-
priate name on the barn.

ft ft ft
When the father of John Muir left

the lake place he purchased five 80’s
and a 40 occupying the land for many
years. When it was sold, John C.
McHaffy was the purchaser, who dis-
posed of the place after two years to
Mr. Kearns. The Muir family went
io Portage, the father afterwards

going to Canada and later returning

to this country. i
* * #

Mr. Kearns says that John Muir
visited the old place about 1898, a
little over twenty years ago. When
the author and traveler was on the
farm he attached to the doors and
gates numerous contraptions; when

he returned he could f.'nd none of
them. The house has a brick veneer
now, also an addition; the barn has
been raised on anew foundation; and
some of the trees set by the Muirs
have been cut away. When John
was back he told Mr. Kearns
thought that the orchard looked
more familiar than any other spot.

There before us was the cellar to
which John retreated at two o’clock
in the morning to read and work
with tools, because his father insist-
ed on hfs going to bed early in the
evening and not caring how early the
son arose in the morning; there was
the well which the young man spent

a summer in digging and in which he
nearly lost his life; and over the
fence was the orchard hanging with
rosy fruit, some of which was kindly
given the visitors by Mrs. Kearns.

* * *

The farm buildings are back from
the highway which extends on two
sides of the farm, causing the owner
to remark in this connection that his
-chickens never troubled his neigh-

bors. Mr. Kearns said the Muirs built
the first house on the place and that
John plowed much of the land for the
first time..

# ¥ #

At the Muir public auction, Merril
Smith cried the sale. After selling

one of the old fashioned hand com-

i planters, the auctioneer shouted that
here was another better than the first
To this John Muir’s father exclaimed

! with all his Scotch honesty, “No, it
1 ain’t.”

The father conducted religious ser-
vices, as before stated, but received
meager compensation. One day the
question of small pay was mentioned

i to one of the members of the church
jto which the member replied, “Oh,
well, he likes to preach,”

A letter has been received from Mrs.
Anna Gallowfay Eastman (niece of

John Muir), box 1024, Bell, California,
in which the folloing is given:

Father —Daniel Muir, born in Eng-

land in 1802 or 1803. (Date is not cer-
tain), and died in Kansas City, Mo.,
1883.

Mother —Mrs. Daniel Muir, nee Anne
Gilrye, born in Dunbar, Scotland,

March 17, 1813. Married Daniel Muir,

1833.
They were married in Dunbar,

Scotland, and there the author was
born. **

The Children —

Margaret, born September, 1834;
and died in Portage, Wis., June, 1896.
married John Reid, December 1860;
died at Martinez, California, June,
1910.

Sarah, born February 19, 1836;
married Davjd M. Galloway, Decem-
ber, 1856, lives in Pacific Grove,
California.

John, born April 21, 1838; died in

Los Angeles, California, December
24, 1914. Buried near Martinez
California.

David Gilrye, born July 11, 1840;
died at Pacific Grove, California,
October 28, 1916. Buried at Martinez,
California.

Daniel Muir, bdrn June 29, 1843.
Lives in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Mary and Annie, twins, born Octo-

ber 5, 1846. Mary married Willis
Hand. Her home is at Kearney,
Nebraska. Annie died January 15,
1903 at Pc 'tage, Wisconsin, seven
years after her mother.

Joanna Gilrye was born on Sept-
ember 7, 1850; married L. Walter
Brown September 1, 1880; and lives
in Ivyland, Pennsylvania.

* * *
Mrs. Eastman also writes her

grandfather’s father was a soldier
and that hus mother who was Eng-
lish, died when he was nine months
old. He, with his sister Mary, who
was some years older, was sent to
Cranford-John, Scotland, to reside
with their fathtr’s people. There
they grew up. Mrs. Eastman writes
her grandfather was also a soldier.

Mrs. Eastman concludes with the
following: .?The farm where the
lake is was my childhood home until
I was nearly eight years of age, my
father (David M. Galloway) having
bought the place from my Grand-
father Muir in 1856. The little creek
the lake with the hills round about,
the wild flowers, the birds’ nests that
I found —I can see them yet.”

Married
• •'

Perry—Kienast
Miss Naomi Kienast, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs Henry Kienast of We-
tonka, S. D. and Charles R. Perry of
Baraboo were united in marriage
this afternoon at the German Luth-
eran parsonage. Rev H. Mueller
performing the ceremony. The coup-
le was unattended.

The bride was gowned in a travel-
ing suit of wool poplin The young

couple left immediately on the after-
noon train for Madison and Milwau-
kee. After the honeymoon the couple
will make their home at 718 Fourth
avenue.

Mr. Perry served in Cos. F. 325 Inf.
82 division, and returned recently
from overseas.

Hanus —Roewer
Ludwig Harnus and Miss Emma

Roewer, who live west of Reedsburg
were united in marriage Wednes-
day afternoon at 2:30 o’clock at the
St. Johns Lutheran church at Logan-
ville by the pastor, Rev. Stoeckhart.
The bride is a daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Roewer and the groom a
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hanus.

After the ceremony a big reception
was tendered them at the home of
the bride’s parents.

They will live on the farm belong-

ing to the groom’s parents.

Seils —Koepp
Mr. and Mrs Herman Koepp of

Portage announced the marriage of
their daughter, Louise Elizabeth to
Otto Paul Seils of Baraboo on Wed-
nesday, September 24, 1919. The
bride wore a dark blue traveling
suit and a picture hat. After an ex-
tended tour through the southern
part of the state they will reside on
the groom’s farm north of the city.

On Wednesday afternoon, September

17th a the home of Mr. and Mrs. Al-

bert Zimmerman a pretty wedding
took place when their daughter, Elsa

was married to Emil Schroeder, son of
Mr. and Mrs. William Schroeder.

They were married at Reedsburg in

the St. John’s church by Rev. L.
Schneider at 3 o’clock.. They were at-

tended by Lillie Zimmerman, a cou-
sin of the bride, and Emil Ihde.

The bride wore a gown of white
silk crepe meteor trimmed with pearl

beading and carried a bouquet of bri-

dal roses, and the bridesmaid wore
white and carried pink carnations.
At six o’clock a bountiful dinner was

served to about two hundred guests,
after which the evening wr as spent in
dancing in a large bovrery which was
decorated with red, white and blue.

Many beautiful and useful gifts were
left by their friends. The happy couple

will make their home on the groom’s

farm west of Reedsburg. v

They have the best of wishes of their
many friends.

Hanzlik—Gale
Herman N. Hanzlik and Miss Flor-

ence Gale of Wonewoc were recently

married at Eau Claire. They will re-
side at Wonewoc.

STATE’S LICENSE PLATES
TO RETAIN ‘W’ NEXT YEAR

In spite of a slight agitaion for a
change in the Wisconsin automobile
license plate to make "W” over into

“Wis,” the state is going ahead with

the manifaeture of the plats for next
year, bearing the “W” which is now
in the sole possession of this state.
The Washington and Wyoming licen-
se plates, the only one with which
there might be any confusion out of
the state, have other abbreviations,

the former “Wash” and the later *Y”
The plates are now being turned out

at the rate of 3,000 a day by the new
state prison manfacturing plant They

are a dark maroon in color. The en-
tire supply is to be ready by January

*•
. i . i-

MADISON NOT
INTERESTED IN
AN INTERURBAN
Madison is not interested in the

, prpposition of J. E. Jones of Portage
Ito rejuvenate the old interurban
street car system which was to have
connected the leading cities of all
southern Wisconsin, it developed last
night, when the common council
voted to indefinitely postpone hear-
ing on the proposed franchise. The
decision came after a motion to de-
lay action, submitted by Alderman
Dowling, had been lost.

The report of the street committee
was:

i “The committee also reports back
the ordinance granting to the Wis>-
consin Interurban street railway
system a franchise license and per-
mit to* construct, operate and main-
tain an urban and interurban street
railway on certain streets in the city
of Madison with the recommenda-
tion that its further consideration
be indefinitely postponed.’

WThen the motion was read, Aider-
man Dowling announced that Frank
L. Gilbert, attorney for the company,
had expected to be at the meeting
but had been called out of the city,

for that reason he requested post-
ponement of the vote for two weeks.
Alderman Johnson objected, declar-
ing final action had been postponed
some six weeks longer than had
been required for the council to
make up its mind. Alderman Beh-
rend suggested it would do no harm

to listen to the argument. The mo-
tion was put and the nays carried.
The committee report was then adopt

ed unanimously.

WISCONSIN COAL
RATES GO UP

Coal rates to southern Wisconsin
have been increased by order of the
federal administration and the Wiscon
son commission has filed a protest
asking for a rehearing on these rates
either by the railroad administration
or Interstate Commerce Commission,
before the new charges are permitted

to go into effect. The rates which are
ordered by the federal railroad ad-

ministration becojme effective Sept.

27. Coal rates to points in southern
Wisconsin have been increased from 10
to 3 cents a ton.

Chairmon Carl D. Jackson of the
Wisconsin Railroad Commission asks

for a hearing. The rates from Mil-
waukee to Madison on hard coal have

been increased from $1.60 to $1.70 and
the rates from Milwaukee to White-
water have been increased from SI.BO
to $1.60. Following are the rates the
first figure representing the new rate
and the last figure the unresent rate

from Milwaukee to the place named.:
Whitewater, $1.60 to $1.30; Lima

Center, $1.70 to $1.40; Milton, $1.70
to $1.40; Milton Junction, $1.70 to

$1.40; Edgerton $1.70 to $1.50
Stoughton, $1.70 to $1.0; Madison

$1.70 to $1.60; Middleton, SI.BO to
$1.70; Cross Plains, $1.90 to $1.80;

Black Earth $1.90 to $1.80; Mazoma-
nie, $1.90 to $1.80; Sauk City $2.00

to $1.90; Prairie du Sac, $2.00 to $1.90
Arena $2.00 to $1.90; Spring Green

$2.00 to $1.90; Lone Rock $2.10 to

$2.00; Lake Mills $1.50 to $1.40; Lou-
den $1.70 to $1.40; Deerfield $1.40 to
$1.40; Cottage Grove $1.70 to $1.50;

Mndota $1.90 to $1.70; Waunakee
$1.90 to $1.70; Dane $1.90 to $1.80;

Lodi $1.90 to $1.80; Okee $2.00 to
$1.90; Merrimack, $2.00 to $1.90; Bara-

boo, $2.00 to $1.90; Jefferson $1.40 to
$1.50; Fort Atkinson $1.50 to $1.40.

CHICAGO OPENS !
U.S. STORE

The United States government has
opened a store in Chicago to dispose of

surplus goods, cash and carry being

the plan.
The list of goods on sale the first

day rented an unusal combination.
There were heavy rubber artics, pur-

chased by the army for use in the
sticky mud of France,at $2.25 a pair;

reclaimed wool blankets at $5, and re-
claimed mixed blankets •at $3.50.
There were corrugated iron ash cans,
manfully carried away by purchasers
at $3; camp ketties at 80 cents; hund-
les of carpenter’spencils at 40 cents a
dozen; long handled shovels at $1; j
mechanics’stocks and dies at $9.58 j
and $23.50 a set ; saddlers’ thimbles j
for 8 cents each, and tomatoes at 8

and 11 cents a can, for number 2 and

3 cans.

| It did seem a trifle unusual to see
purchasers filing out of the doors car
rying ash cans,bundles o f blankets,
long handled shovels and struggling

I with cases of tomatoes, but they did it
smilingly.

WANT AOS BRING RESUTS

***************

° FRIDAY °

***************

Fred Kellogg of Pittsburg, Kansas,
is here for a visit with friends and

relatives.
R. B. Curtis and Russel Williams

attended the Kilbourn fair today and
took a joy ride in the airoplane there.

Charles Merchant son of Mr. and
Mrs. Earl Merchant of this city has
registered for the United States navy.

John Yanderveer has returned to his

duties in Wyville after spending a few

days in Baraboo with his family.

Mrs. Harry North and daughter

Salome have gone to Milwaukee for a
visit.

E. Z. Clemmons has to Chicago to

have an examination for an infection

in his head which -has been bothering
him for some time.

Mrs. C. H. Ostoff has gone to

Madison to locate suitable apartments
there. The Ostoff family intend to
move to Madison about November 1.

William Zamzow has gone to Madi-
son to register for the coming term

at the university. This is Mr. Zam-
zow’s second year in the state school.

E. Higham of Oakland, California,
brother of Mrs. J. Tillotson, who has
been visiting her the past week and
also a guest of his brother-in-law, A.
H. Varnell, and family has returned
home ;

The Dibble repair shop has been
moved to the basement of the Warren

hotel. The building formerly occupied
by the shoe shop is to be torn down

and a store building erected by F. W.

Schultz.
H. B. Quimby of Reedsburg was in

Baraboo on Thursday distributing in-
vitation cards to the returned sold-
iers, inviting them to march in the
parade on Wednesday morning, Oct-
ober 1. He says the special features
will be down town but the soldiers
will be given free tickets to the fair.

Adolph Andro, secretary of the lo-
cal B.P. O. E. lodge, has received gold

watch charms for the members of the

Elks who were in the service of Uncle
Sam during the late war. The name
of each member is engraved on the

outside and on the inside is a place for
the membership card.

Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Farley landed in
Malifax, Wednesday, after spending

the past year in England where Mr.
Farley has been studing. Mrs. Farley
is a niece of Mrs. F. A. Nehs and a
sister of Miss Grace Tuttle of this
city. Mr. Farley is on the faculty at
Lawrence College, Appleton.

Mrs. Ida Logan, 122 Second street,
receives daily telephone messages
from her daughter, Mrs. Hugh Wil-
liams, to keep her informed as to the
condition of little Roger Williams, ill
with scarlet fever. The son of Mr. and
Mrs. Williams was ill with influenza
last winter and afterwards had an at-
tack of pneumonia. Last summer it
was necessary to remove a portion of
a rib and all these ailments have kept
the youth, who is aged nine years, far
below his normal health.

CHEW GUM WHILE
PASTOR TIES KNOT

It was an unusual wedding that of
Charles Prosse of Chicago and Miss
Lucileßuef of Monroe Wis., at WauK-
egan. In the first place, though they

obtained a license May 23, they were
not married until four months later.
Inthe second place, while the clergy-
man was reciting the marriage cere-
mony both bride and bridegroom were
chewing gum for all they were worth.

PELTON & SON
“We Fit Your Feet”

About Feet
Not so very many years ago we
used to walk on wooden side walks
and dirt roads and had thick yield-
ing rag carpets on our floors. They
all had a sort of give to them
which relieved the jar of walking.
Now days we literally pound our
feet to pieces on hard un-yielding
cement walks, rock roads, tile
and hard wood floors.

To relieve this terrible pounding
and strain on the muscles and liga-
ments of the feet, Dr. Scholl in-
vented his now famous foot ap-
pliances.

We are especially trained in his
methods of giving foot comfort.
This service plus expert shoe fitt-
ing has cured hundreds of cases
of foot trouble. Let us cure yours.

HORSE KILLED
IN RUNAWAY

(From Thursday’s daily.)
A team of horses belonging to Erusfe

Albright on R. R. 5 ran away todUy
about noon. One of the animals struck
an electric light post near the City Ho-

tel died soon after, having sustained! aa.
broken neck and jaw upon comoing;

with the cement post. The horses gal-
lopped down Ash, near the home of
Miss Matilda E. Ruei one of the horses
crowded the other near the curbing;
which resulted in the collision will*
the post. The surviving animal gallop-
ed down Water street with what w&s

left of the harness. The wagon was a
heavy farm one and was scattered a-
long the route. The wagon box irts

lost just after they struck Ash street*
two wheels were left near the horse
that was killed and the other two far**
ther on. No one was in the Vehicle at
the time of the runaway and the own-
er did not know where his horses were
until someone told him about the ac-
cident.

We have added to our stock a
nice line of dress pants and dress
shirts which we offer at very low
margins. We think we can sup-
ply you with these cheaper that*
you can buy elsewhere. We in-
vite you to examine them aucl
get prices.

THE FUR STORE,
G, A. Briggs & Sob.

curs will be worn and be more
popular than ever and we are
preparing to supply your needs

also to repair and remake your
furs.

The Fur Store.
Highest price paid for poultry
at all times.

The Fur Store

THAT DRY GOODS STOCK
FROM ILLINOIS

Enables us to sell dandy blouse

blouse waists for boys, the very

best at sl.lO.
Womens best burson hose at 39c
Womens fiber silk hose @Bsc

Womens cotton hose @ 10c
Mens all wool dress sox (5) 65c

Womens silk gloves @ 85c

Womens fiber silk gloves at 58c

Nottingham lace curtains pr 2.00
Outing flannel best grade 31c

Goats or Clarkes O. N. J l . thread
.05c

That stock is not on display by

itself but is placed in stock line
for line gloves with gloves line

shirts with shirt line, hose with

hosiery line etc, etc.

Call and let us show you

CLAVADATSCHER


