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The Reorganization if Ambidexter 
Institute. 

The New Board. 

Ambidexter Institute, an in- 
dustrial school, whose aims and 
objects are to raise the efficiency, 
the inspiration and aspiration, 
the moral and the religious, the 
'ntellectual and mental standard 
of the boys and girls who attend 
it, and especially, Negroes, 
whose opportunities for the 
above named renuisites are to a 

great degree, impeded by envir 
onmeuts of poverty. 

The school lias run for the last 
live years, and some good has 
been achieved. 

The school has been re.organ- 
ized, and will be run strictly and 
business like. 

Domestic science, millinery and 
the trades will be taught. People 
who desire the higher branches 
and the foreign languages, will 
be required to go to our high 
schools and colleges. where 
ample facilities aie offered— 
there is no color line and Ne 
groes can attend any of the col- 
leges, as any other people. 

Ambidexter, according to in- 
formation gleaned from an inter- 
view7 with Rabbi Traugott. is to 
be a manual training school and 
not a college nor high school, it 
has nothing to do, nor in any 
way interfere with the public 
mixed school system, and the 
colored people, must, if th«y 
want the white support, rally to 
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where our girls and boys can 

learn how to keep books, learn 
shorthand, how to build a fence 
how to make brick, to sew. to 
cook and to keep house. It is a 

fearful fact that many or a large 
majority of our girls are pool 
cooks, not neat chambermaids 
and poor housekeepers—how 
can they expect to get a situation 
—people pay good wages for 
efticieut help and even if they do 
not work out. they should know 
how to econom ze and to conduct 
a respectable home—to make 
their own garments. Poor house 
keepers get poor husbands and 
rear lazy, trifling children. Many 
lose their husbands and children 
for this very fact and many fail 
to get any at all. The following 
constitute the board of directors: 

Rabbi A. Traugott, chairman: 
.las. Easly, vice chairman; Judge 
Murray, treasurer; Geo. Gunnel, 
l.y, Rev. J. E. Rogers. J. Edw. 
Thompson, Thus. E. Lyons, sec- 

retary. Mr. Lyons is also the 
attorney for the institute. 

This board has the supreme 
power in the management, am 

will be responsible for all the 
accounts accrued; they propose, 
also, to pay off old debts. 

Prof. J. T. Johnson has been 
re-elected principal. 

See the board for further in- 
formation and watch the Forum 

By the staff cone^pondent 

Decatur News Letter. 

The "Old Maids’’ Convention 
was a complete success in every 
way. Nothing this season has 
ever occured that has been more 

satisfactory to the audience. 

were present to witness its rend- 
ering. Perhaps one half of the 
house was white. Everything 
went off smoothly as far as the 
spectator could disco\ e This 
play was given under the direct 
ion of Samuel la Gan a way who 
merits much of our praise* The' 
net proceeds of $65.2 5. was do- 
nated to the A. M. E. Church 
r illy 1| u iday. The partic 
ipants nave been asked to repeat 
for the benefit of Antioch 
Church. 

Sunday afternoon brought 
Decatur abundance of rain, the 
entire afternoon and part of the 
evening saw the pour down, 

one with exterior walls of artifici- 
al stone. 

Mrs. Rice of Chicago is in De- 
catur on Missionary work. She 
will lecituie Weclensday night at 

Antioch on “Womans Missionary 
Work.’’ 

Mr. Ja.s Bolden of St. Louis is 
in town for a few days. From 
here lie will go to Springfield his 
forint r home. 

A large number of Decatur 

people g<> to Springfield Thurs- 
day, the Governor's day with the 

negro soldiers. Amoner the num- 

ber are: Mrs L C. Cook, Mrs. 
S. L. Brooks, and Miss dess e 

McM array. 

Attend i he entertainment Tues- 
day night at True Reformers 
Hall, ou West Main St. for the 
benefit of the Baptist Church. 

Negro Regiment High In 

Etticiency. 
Cighfb II. N. Guards in Camp 
May be Pronounced Superior Regi* 

ment of the Illinois Militia. 

The encampment at Camp Lin. 
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I In Next Week’s Forum | 
lg' “Ministers should be Dignitaries || 
jg, and not Mercinaries.” || 

“Closing days of a great Political 
U Campaign” continued. 

“Bad Husbands should not expect (H 
i i§] to have G-ood Wives.” 
s l@ 

while Spriugtield scarcely got a 

sprinkle- 

Rev. ,T. A. Crockett left De- 
catur last tuesday for Petersburg 
on businees. He will p reach 
there Wednesday night. Rev 
Crockett is doing good work in 
Decatur. During his stay of 
eighteen weeks he has added 
twenty names to the cdurch roll. 
Now this church is making rapid 
preparations to build where the 
old church now stands. The 
church is to be a very elegant 

coin this week of the 8th tuft. I. 
N G. will mark an epoch in the 
history of the state National 
Guard, not soon, ifevertobe for- 
gotten. tlacn day is characteristic 
for its ideal weather and excellent 
tield work and drilling the con- 
duct of the men is a credit to 
themselves, to colonel Marshall, 
the Negro race and the state, the 
deportment of the boys, collect- 
ively and indivdually, was ex- 

tremely tine. 

The rifle range work has been 
pronounced the equal of any 
the daily papers have recorded 

The condition of the camp, from a 

standpoint of cleanliness, to be 
the best, visitors from all parts 
of the country were here and are 

[surpasingly gratified at the 

[showing. Our chief executive 
makes a good report, and Col. 
Fieidhouse government inspector 
places them equal if not super- 
ior Regiment in efficiency. 

Bert A Williams, the worlds 
pretnei.i comedian, and inspector 
of rifle practice, in all of his 
hutnonous glory—the week w .s 

w» 11 spent. 
The regimental band is one of 

the finest in the west—has 70 
pieces—the spectators gazed at 
those sable sons, on Goxernors. 
as they marched across the field 
at the tap of the drum, in great 
'imQi/amont- .tlioii* cnnk nmut tu* 

static—the band concerto were 

super fine—Glory to the land of 
Illinois! Get thy song forever be 

Illinois Illinois—for me.” 

Ane it was the greatest of all 
the Encampments. 

Mrs. J. B. Osby and cnildsen 
are visiting their parents and 
grand parents at Litchfield this 
week. 

Mrs. Early of Hannibal Mo., 
is the guest of mother. Mrs. G. 
D. Mitchell, 1122 E. Reynolds 
Street 

Prince Mohammed has return- 
ed to the city, after being re- 

ceived and entertained at Litch- 
field and other points. 

The G. U. 0. of Odd Fellows 
will give their annual enterain- 
rnent at Oak ridge Aug 1st. 

Get a copy of Casey's book. 

Attend the Decatur entertain- 
ment. 

Next Thursday. July 20th at 

Rogers Hall. Quincy. Mr H- H. 
Petitt and wife, will appear in 
their new Magic act. A speial 
feature. 9 

Mr. Thos. Steel has moved 
from 700 E. Washington to 730 
same St the red front, where is 
one of the nicest buisness houses 
of its U • ud in the city, carrying a 

a tine line of wines liquors and 
cigras. 

Misses Harrington and Lizz e 

Cole, of Louisiana Mo., are the 
guests of Mrs. Chas. Rose. 

Prof. Malone, of Lincoln S -hool 
Quincy, III. was a pleasant vis- 
itor to the camp this week. 

Mr. McKane, of Rockford, was 

a camp visitor this week. 

Mrs. C. H. Barton ,of Fiioom- 
ington was in the city this week. 

We are not, 4 -pair d to fi n sh al 
the names ot visitors to the city 
this week, 


