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CUKltKXT TOPICS.
AccojtpiNO to, bo report of tha Na-

tional Department of Agriculturo.now In

conrso of publication, tho yield of wheat
for 1877 aggregates 8t;o,UUO,000 bnsliulM,

which Is 60,000,000 bushels more than
ever before produced. Tho report
bIiows that tho corn product was 1,300,-000,0-

bushels, Willi correspondingly
large yields of oats and potatoes.. Out
of tho wheat product It is estimated,

for homo consumption in food

and seed, that upwards of 110,000,000
bushols of wheat can be spared for ex-

port. The largest export yet made in
ono yoarwas 91,000,000 bushels with
an average of 63,000,000 bushels. The
acreage of winter wheat for this year is
greater than that of last. . '

A Tucson dispatch of the 24th says :

About 130 Indians camped ncarJanbs,
Sonora, rocently. The Sonora troops
attacked thorn, losing 27 killod and a
numbor of wounded.. . The Indian casu-

alties are not stated. The Indians were
apparently victorious, as they subse-

quently stripped tho country in tlte vi-

cinity of Janos of stock. Indians have
been robbing trains at Sansilon Valley.
Troops are in pursuit. ,, ', ,v

A Washington dispatch of the' 2Gth

says: The War Department y re-

ceived dispatches in relation to events
just transpired In San Elizario and
El Paso County, Texas, but the only in-

formation given out by the Department
is that all is now quiet there, and that
Col. Lewis, who commands in San Eli-

zario, has been ordered to assist the
Sheriff in making arrests, to prevent
viqlonee against all persons arrest-
ed, and to protect citizens from being
pillaged or in any way interfered with
by the mob. It is unoillcially staled,
however, that United States troops were
called upon to assist in making arrests
of parties connected with tho killing of
Judge Howard and others ; that in do-

ing so resistance was offered and two of
the mob killod, and subsequently two of
tho persons arrested were taken out and
lynched by rangers.

Tuk National Congress of the Work- -

ingmen's Party met at Newark, N. J.,
on the 2Gth. Delegates were present
from various parts of tho United States ;

also representatives of the English, Ger-

man, Bohemian and French sections of
tho Workingmen's Party. The princi
ples of the society are the same as those
of the Social Democrats of Gormany,
its members being mostly workingmeu.

An almost incredible instanco of
man's inhumanity to man is revealed in
a statement officially made by Lieut.
Walton, Assistant Inspector of the Life- -

saving Service, on the North Carolina
coast. It .is in substance, that
one Evan O'Neill, a fisher,
man of Nag's Head, discovered
tho Huron coming on tho shore
at 1 :30 a. m., the morning the disaster
occurred, and saw her signals of distress
and even heard the piteous groans and
screams of those on board. The keep-

er of the life-savi- station lived only
two and a half miles away nnd
O'Neill had a good boat and
could easily hnve carried
him the news of the disaster, probably in
time to have effected tho saving of the
lives of most of those on board. Instead
of doing so, however, he coolly went
home and ate his breakfast and did not
return to the wreck until after sunrise.
If any additional comment is needed to
explain this inhuman conduct, it maybe
found in Lieut. Walton's further disclo-

sure of the fact, that the body of every
person on the beach had been robbed of
every nrtiule of value watches, chains,
money, and oven finger-ring- s being
stripped off by those who lirst found the
bodies as they were washed to the shore.

A Lonihin dispatch of tiie 20th says
it is officially announced that the Sultan
has solicited tho British Government to
approach the Czar with a view to bring
about negotiations forpe:ico,and the Brit- -

ish Government has consented to tit so. j

The .', in its leading article, tays the
duty which England has undertaken is j

not embarrassed by any basis for settle-

ment of the war, and involves nothing
more than to test the willingness of
Russia to enter into negotiations, terms
cf peace being a matter for subsequent
consideration.

The Chicago Trif'unt's Washington
correspondent publishes an interview
with Secretary Evart in which occurs
the following colloquy :

Cor. Ha any thing yet arisen that mm
In demand your r sanation?

K. Xothinc not a thin;. The relations
the 'aMiM't Minister anI the Prr- - ;

taunt uro as pleasant uh they wrro when the
Cabinet was formed. There Is no

Kverv tliltnr Is uerfiietlv bar- -

IIKflllWUn. l..n ,. j . w v w wv. .

tlciaus cun not disturb that harmony. They
can not disturb the country. Before long
tho Country will understand tho whnlo mat-

ter as wo In thn Caliitet understand it now.
Tho Cabinet ollleer are In full accord with
each other nnd with tho President. Thoro Is
every Indication that ho la satisfied, and wo
certainly aro.

Cor. Aro tho relations between yourself
and Secretary Sehurz peasant?

E. Tho relations between all the Cabinet
ofllcers are. of the inst pleasant. I have
never said a word to Secretary Schurz on
these matters because!, never thought them
of enough importance. Tho Cabinet is ut
penco; the ' Ilepubllonn party Is really at
poace, and the country is at peace. It is on
ly the politicians who are t war, and they
will soon end that when they see that the
country takes no interest In It.

Calculations regarding the fate of
tho Silver bill in the Senate, in case of
a Presidential veto, indicate a very close
contest. The opponents of the. bill
claim to have 26 votes exactly enough
to sustain a veto with Sharon away.
The full vote is 75. If there are '25

Senators to sustain a veto this would
make a tie, and tho nt could
vote tho1 same as if the Sonate was equal-

ly divided.

Hon. Wm. E. Chandi.ek, of New
Hampshire, a prominent Republican
politician and member of the Republi-
can National Committee, has addressed
an open letter to the Republicans of his
State, in Which ho strongly denounces
President Hayes for his alleged " in-

trigues" with Southern Democrats, nnd
appeals to the Republicans of the North
to openly renounce the National Ad-

ministration. Tho letter has created no
little sensation In political circles, and
is looked upon by many as the author-
ized expression of the feelings of the
more pronounced
Republicans.

A notice has been posted in the
Treasury Department at Washington,
which says:, "Persons honorably dis-

charged from the military or naval sorv- -

ico by reason of disability or sickness,
incurred in tho lino of duty, shall be pre-

ferred to appointment for civil office,
provided they are found to possess the
business capacity necessary for the
proper discharge of the duties of such
office."

PBBSONAXj and political.
Rev. Jonathan Crane, pastor of the

Flr9t Congregational Church of Middlctown
Orange County, N. Y., was stricken with
apoplexy while In the pulpit on Sunday,
the 23d, and died on Christmas Day. He
formerly preached In St. Joseph, Mo.

nt Guant spent Christ-
mas in Palermo, Italy.

The wife of Senator Garland, of Ar-

kansas, diod at Little Bock on the 25th.

Rojieut P. Pakkott, inventor of the
Parrott gun, died at Cold Spring, X. Y., on

the 21th.

Private Dalzell of Ohio is talked
of for the Belgian mission.

Gen. McClellan, the Governor-ele- ct

of New Jersey, is to be inaugurated
January lo.

Col. Blunt, of the Engineer Corps,
is under arrest for malfeasance in connection
with the disbursement of appropriations for
the improvement of harbors on Lake Erie,
of which he has had charge. Ho will be tried
by court-martia- l.

The Duke of Manchester is to suc-

ceed the Karl of Dufferin as Governor-Gener- al

of Canada.
Mb. John W. Garrett has been

unanimously President of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, this
making his twentieth consecutive year of
service in that capacity.

The Democrats of Indiana will hold
their State Convention on Feb. 20, 1S7S. It
will consist of 1,0(S7 delegates.

Hon. W. W. Heaton, of Dixon, 111.,

Chief-Justic- e of the new Appellate Court
for that district, died very suddenly at Chi-

cago, on the 2(ith,of heart disease.
The Tennessee Legislature adjourned

sine die on the SStli, without having adopt-
ed any measure toward the compromise of
the State debt, all propositions having been
defeated by obstructionists, or low-ta- x men,
who desired to agitate the ipiestton before
the people at the next election.

Mi:s. Ciiisoi.m, of Kemper County
(Miss.) massacre fame, lias accepted a place
in the Treasury Department, offered her by
special direction of the President.

The Indiana Republican Stato Con-

vention wilt be held at Indianapolis ou June
Mb next.

Secisetakv Scnn:. authorize a
newspaper correspondent to make an

denial of the report tii.it he in

tends to resign his Cabinet psitioii.
G. A. Bailkv, late publisher of the
.; ivsWcim G'I'Jm; died at Peering, Me.,

on the Li:ih.
Gkn. Gkokce W. Cook, of Ohio, was

stricken with psralysi w hile eat ins a Christ-

inas dinner at the residence of hi coil-i- n,

Hon. An-o- n i. t'ook.of New York City, and
died on the following Friday.

What is the difference Wtween a man
ctrnelr with ninsimenf mil t iTlinl I

tail? One i rooted to the spot ana the
other is pUed to the ruot.

The production of tea in India has
reached thirty million pounds recently.

LATE NEWS ITEMS.
" A distressing accident occurred at
Memphis on the 24th. i At sn eurly hour on

tho morning of that day, Jlr. Wm. O. Prydo,
a police detective, was aroused from his sleep
by a sound as of some ouo trying to open a
window. Instantaneously ho thrust his
hand beneath his pillow to get his revolver,
and In drawing It out It became entangled
with tho es and was discharged,
tho ball passing entirely through tho body
of his old child and penetrating
tho side of his wife, who was lying with tho
child upon her arm. In lees than an hour
both mother and child bad breathed their
last, and the wretched husband and fathor
was so overcome with grief that he would
have taken his own lifo hut for the forcible
restraint of his friends.

At East Hickman, Fayette County,-Ky.-
,

on tho 23d, a negro who had fatally
wouudod u merchant named J. Dcntouywas
takon from tho Jail and haugod by of

oitlzens. ' '

The Dale Manufacturing Company,
of Paterson, N. J., the largest silk maWiifao-turin- g

concern In the United States, 'have
gone into bankruptcy, caused by the depre-

ciation In prices of silk goods.'

Recent heavy rains throughout Cali-

fornia havo removod all apprehonnlons of

failure of the growing erops.
John H. and Thomas J. Goff, the

largost fat cattle dealers In Kentucky, have
gone into bankruptcy.

Tolle, Holton & Co., wholesale dry-goo-

dealers, Cincinnati, have made an as-

signment. Liabilities about $382,000; assets
about 1(222,000.

Mrs. Annie D. Bowman, wife of
Mayor John B. Bowman, of East St. Louis,
111., accidentally shot hersolf in the breast
with a revolver on Christmas Eve, and died
almost immediately.

At Boston, on the night of the 24th, Cor-

nelius Tobin threw alighted kerosene lamp
at Mrs. Mary MeKegan, setting her clothes
on fire and burning her to death. Tobin
was arrested.

Mr. Irvine, of the firm of Jones & Ir-

vine, Greenville, Ky., was waylaid and kill-

ed by foot-pa- on the night of the 23d as
ho was going home from the store. He was
in the habit of carrying home the money
taken in at the store and this was the object
of the murder.

Fifteen colored people were drowned
near Kocky Point Mills, Va., on the 22d 12

children and their parents. They were liv-

ing in tho sume house, and milling it sur-

rounded, took refuge in the ferry boat,
which, becoming disengaged from its fast-
enings, was carried over the dam imme-
diately below. This was witnessed by
several persons, who could render no assist-
ance. , i

The Comptroller of the Currency
gives notice of very dangerous counterfeit
five-doll- ar notes on tho First .National Bank
of Hanover, Pa., and First National Bank
of Tamaqua, Pa. All persons should re-

fuse the live-doll- ar notes of these banks,
and the holders should forward such notes
to the redemption agency of tho Treasury
Department.

Gen. Sheridan has been notified of
the Secretary of War's approval of the final
survey of tho military road from Bismarck
to tho Black Hills.

Owen Murphy, Treasurer of the New
York Board of Excise, absconded on the
22d with between $30,000 and $40,000 of the
excise fund, of which he had full control.

The War Dopartment is in receipt of
intelligence from Camp Bowie, Arizona,
dated Dec. 24th, which says: Lieuts. Ruck-e- r

and Toney, of the 0th Cavalry, have re-

turned. They struck the party that killed a
mail-rid- er December 14, east of Stein's Peak
Rango, and killod one. Five days later they
struck them in Old Mexico, surprised a
ranehero of 34 wickieups, destroyed their
camp, captured 10 horses, 130 saddles and a
lot of stuff which the renegades had taken
from the train. Fifteen bodies were found
on the ground, with evidences that more had
been killed. The mail matter was recap-

tured.
The Passaic County Savings Bank, of

Paterson, X. J., has gone into liquidation.
The bank's capital has all been lost by un-

secured loans, and the directors aro obli-

gated to pay tho depositors In full, amount-

ing to about $100,000.

Netter & Co., of New York, heavy
operators in gold and stocks, failed on the
20th for a large amount.

The wife nnd daughter of James
Brophy, of Rondout, X. Y.t perished in the
tlanies of a burning building on the night of
the 2."th.

James Boyd, foreman of Macintosh,
Hemphill & Co.'s foundry, Pittsburg, was
killed on the 2(ith by a crane falling upon
him. He was a member of the City Coun-
cil.

Mr. C. C. Dibble and wife, of Hous-

ton, Texas, were drowned on the evening of
the 2ith, while attempting to cross Cherry
Creek on the Brazos. Mr. Dibble was a
well known citizen, and his wife was a niece
of Mayor Wilson of Houston.

William Muir, Ferdinand Hertog and
Joel M. Hayes, alt three doing hiiMm ss as
brokers have been arrested in New York,
charged wi:li negotiating forged bonds of
the ( it v of ft l.ni-- . ity of Ouiney,., and

Pacific lUilroad. They are believed
to he the principals in the lanrest, most
powerful and In-- organized icar.i of bend
counterfeiter ever formed in thieoiiniry,
atkl their operations are thought to have ex-

tended throughout nearly all the States.
The matter of ferretiinr them out ha lieen
undi r way for nearly fix months, and it i

fje entire numler concerned will
be ultimately raptured.

It is Iwlieved that ten persons lost
their live l.y the btimi"? of (in-entV- Ji
Sons' candy factory, Ilirviay Street, Xew
York City, on the inh alt.

Jo-c- ph O'Neill. well known engi-

neer on the t bk-ii-- o and Alloa IUilraad,wa
hot an J lille 1 It an unknowa ass.;a at

PloorainrV-n- , l!L, at aa ear'y r on the

I

t -- 1 .l. .id Iia U'liit ills W11V
morninK ,f -- "i " -

hnmo from tliR rnlhvav station. He was
' about U3 years old and unman led.

A shocking doublo tragedy was enact
ed at Farmvllle, Prince Edward County,

Va.,on the 27tb. Col. William Randolph
Berkeley, a well known eitizen and lawyer,
was seated in his ollico In conversation with
a friend, Mr. Alfred Moth, when a knock
was heard at tho door. Col. Berkeley arose

and opened tho door, when he was immo
dhitclv shot down dead by a pistol ball en
tering his temple. His assassin was
Col. Win. H. Kennedy, another well known
citizcu. The latter then stepped Insldo the
olliee.nasslnc overt he dead body of the tmir
dered man, and.placlng tho pistol to his own

head, blew out bis briiihs. Tho causo of tho
murder and suicide was not known, but It
was reported that Kennedy had on previous
occasions attcmptod to take Berkeley's lire,

Both were men so widely known and gener
ally respected, that the news of the affair
caused a most profound sensation turougn- -

out the whole State.

The French Governmont has requested
Don Carlos to leave France, and he has com

nlicd with tho request.
The Paris Monileur announces that

Japan has renounced all commercial treaties
with foreign nations, and resumed its right
to levy oustoms duties at pleasure.

In Brooklyn, N. Y., on tho 26th,
Charles E.Johnson went to tho residence of
his wifo's futhr, Mr. R. S. Benedict, and
asked to see his wife, who a few days previ
ously bud left her home on account.it is said,
of her husband's 111 treatment. The wife,
with her young babe In her arms, came
down to the parlor, whon the nus
band demanded his child. The
wife refusingto surrender the bube, the bus
band pulled out a revolver and shot his wife
as she was endeavoring to escape from the
room, the bull entering her right shoulder
and DassiMt out at the breast. The wound
was a serious one, but not necessarily fatal.
The babe narrowly escaped being
struck by the bullet. The parties had
onlv been married a ' year, and
are both members of wealthy and respecta-
ble families, .the wife being a relative by
marriage of tho Rev. H. W. Beechor.by
whom they were married. The would-b- e

murderer was locked up, his wife making a

charge against him of assault with intent to
kill. He is only about 20 years ol age,

John Pryde was found murdered near
Town Creek, Lawrence County, Ala., on the
24th. He was a brother of Detective Pryde,
of Memphis, who accidentally shot and
killed his wife and babe a few days pre-

viously.
Near Barnesville, Md., on the 27th,

Lord G. Jamison killed Thomas Warfleld in
a quarrel. Warfleld was paying attention to
Jamison's sister.

Tfie Real Estate Savings Bank of St.
Louis suspended on the 20th. Its loans were
all based upon real estate security, and the
great depreciation in the value of the latter
is given as the cause of the failure. It is

said that none of the Directors owe the bank
a dollar, and that its deposits, amounting to
about $245,000, will ultimately be paid In

full.
A horrible occurrence is reported

from Morgan Township, Crawford County,
Iowa. Carl Mass and wife, farmers, locked
their three children, aged respectively, one,
two and a half and four years, in the house
on Christmas Day, and went to husk corn.
They were Bhortly after apprized by a
neighbor of the fact that their house was
burning, and when they reached it It was
wrapped in flamcB and the children burned
to a crisp. The mother frantically attempt-
ed to rush into the flames, but was forcibly
prevented. The foggy morning had pre-

vented them from seeing the fire sooner-Th- e

President has issued an order
discontinuing the Sioux City Land Office,
and directing its business and archives to
be transferred to Des Moines, Iowa. There
are now less than 2,000 acres of public lands
in Iowa fully subject to disposal by the Gov-

ernment.
The Rockland County National Bank,

of Xyack, N. Y., has suspended.
The Indians recently attacked a stage

coach in Basscy Canyon, Western Texas,
captured the four horses and killed both the
driver and Gabe Valdez.the division Super-
intendent of the stage line.

WAR NEWS.

Drifting ice has torn away the bridge
at Ibrail, and communication can not be re-

stored for tho present. On the 24th the Ser-

vians, after eight hours' severe lighting, cap-

tured Atpalanka, the Turks losing many
killed and prisoners. Erzeroum is almost
invested and the bombardment of the town
is imminent. The recent cold weather and
severe snow-stor- have caused great dis-

tress and loss of life around Bucharest. Rus-

sian Army Headquarters are shortly to be
transferred from Bogot to Selvi. The Rou-

manians will not cross the Balkans, but will
do garrison duty and with the
Servians against Widdin.

The Turkish transport steamer Me-sin- a,

with "00 troops on board, has been cap-

tured by the Russian steamer Rassland and
takn to Sebastopol.

Intelligence of the 2Sth is as follows:
il;M'rati'ns of the ltii;-n- i army at l!ut-rbu- k

are suspended by the mhov, which is
over two feet deep. Many animals
and a few soldii-r- s have perished
The transport service is interrupted,
and the Quartermaster's Department has
dwlared that it can not supply food for the
cavalry. Best authorities concur in the
opinion that the bridges across the Danulie
mu-- t go in a few days, and if the w inter is of
ordinary rigor, field operations will lie

The Servians have captured Pirot.
The carrison of Xiseh, it is said, is inclined
to surrender, and negotiations bave tieon
opened for rapitulalton. A the Russian
are approaehing Siphia, the inhabitants bave
1s ordered to Wave. The Russians have
aiispendej concentration of troops around
Erzeroum oa account of snow.

A Wonderful Clock,

Tho Reading (Pa.) J5Je says: 1,
Mengel'a building is now on exhibition
in all probability tho most wonJorfui
clock in the world. It was built by

Stephen D. Englo, a watchmaker, at
Hazleton. Ho Is about 45 years of age,
and was about 20 years in perfecting tae
clock. Mr. Roid paid Engle $.0oo fa.
t. Englo never saw the Strasbum
clock. In fact, ho has not traveled aionj

than 200 miles from homo at any time.

This clock stands 11 foot high. At Its

base it is about 4 foot wido and at the

top about 2, It is about 3 foot deep at the

base, gradually less towards the top,
colors are dark brown and gold. The

Strasburg clock is 80 feet high, yet fa
mechanism is not so intricate nor has it

as many figures as the Hazleton clock,

The Strasburg clock's figures are

about three foot , high and the

American clock about nine inches.

Three minutes before the hour a pipe,

organ inside the clock plays aa anthem,

It has five tunes. Bells are then rung
and when the hour is struck double

doors in an alcove open and a figure of

Jesus appears. Double doors to the

left then open, and the apostles appear

slowly, one by one, in procession. As

they appear and pass Jesus they turn

towards him, Jesus bows, the apostle

turns again and proceeds through the

doublo doors in an alcove on the right.

As Peter approaches Satan looks out of

a window above and tempts hiin. Fire
times the devil appears, and when Peter

passes, denying Christ, the cock flaps

its wings and crows. When Judas ap-

pears Satan comes down from his win-

dow and follows Judos out in

the processsion, and then

goes back up to his place to

watch Judas, appearing on both sides.

As the procession has passed, Judas and

the three Marys disappear and the doors

are closed. The scene can be repeated

seven times in an hour if necessary, and

the natural motion of the clock pro-

duces it four times per hour, whereas

the Strasburg procession is made but

once a day, at 12 o'clock. Below the

piazza is the main dial, about thirteen
inches in diameter. To its right is a

figure of Time, with an hour-glas- s.

Above this is a window, at which appear

figures representing Youth, Manhood

and Old Age. To the left of the dial is

a skeleton representing Death. ' When

the hour-han- d approaches the fiist qua-

rter Time reverses his hour-glas- s and

strikes one on a , bell with his

scythe, when another bell inside

responds; then Childhood appears in-

stantly. When the hour hand ap-

proaches the second quarter or half

hour there are heard the strokes of two

bells. Then Youth appears, and the

organ plays a hymn. After this Time

strikes two and reverses his hour-glas- s,

when two bells respond inside. One

minute after this a chime of bells is

heard, when a folding door opens in the

upper porch, and one at the right of the

court, when the Savior comes walking

out. Then the apostles appear in pro-

cession. The clock also tells of the

moon's changes, the tides, the seasons,

days, and day of the month and year,

and the signs of the zodiac ; and on top

a soldier in armor is constantly on

guard, walking back and forward.

As the hours advance, Manhood, Old

Age and Death take part in the pano-

rama.
Money-Change- rs On a Lark,

The way the bulls and bears of Wall

Street frolicked on thelay before Christ-

mas is told by the following New York

dispatch :

In the Stock Exchange this morning,

business opened with a game of foot

ball, which was not carried on either

bv the ltusfby or anv other rules. There

were no less than six balls on tho floor

at one time, and the agile young brokers

hoisted them from the floor to the dome

with the utmost ease. The usual hat--

smashing was indulged right and left.

Tin trumpets added their clangor to the

general confusion, and to cap the cli-

max certain of the young bloods, armed

with bags of Hour, deluged the senior

members and each other with a sea of

white. Tho next performance was

cako walk, participated in by a large

number of the members. A large cake

was sent in to be awarded to the cham-

pion at the close of the contest. It was

finally decided to divide the cake equal-

ly, and all the walkers were presented

with a slice at noon. The principal game

was the lassooing of niemler, who

were roughly handled and pulled aboat

by the younger members. The galleries

were crowded with ladies, who looked

upon the sport with mingled amazement

and terror.
Apple Ci staki Pies. Stew s'.ur ap-

ples until so soft that they wi'A run

through sieve. To a quart cf the

stewed apple, add 2 teaotipfuls of
I rint of milk, 4 enpful of butter tnd
eggs; season with grated lemon-pe- e

and bake in puff-pas- te like costards- -


