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Said Mrs. A to Mr. A on Dec. J1:—

To-morrow another «wear begins. To-night is the time of all
times to plan for the future. To resolve: to forswear our petty vices:
to lay aside the evils in our lives. Have you, John, considered w
to-night means to you, and'to me? Have you thought of the thing
I have gone without and might have had but for vour extravagance?
Have you counted the cost to you, and to, me, of your so-called pleas-

ures?

the gpowns you bave burned up within a year? [ venture to say mno.
Let’s talk it over, John, just you and I, and as the old year d
for better and more noble things in the year to come,

Jaid Mr. A to Mrs. A on Dec. 51:—

Your sentiments, my dear, ar¢ noble ones, and meet with my
We will plan to-night for the year thar is to come
We will study and solve the problems
There are many
Sp many better wavs in which
The price of that
_novel you are reading would have purchased the slippers  so badly

approval.
not the vear alone, but years.

that mean a better and truer fife for yvou and me.

little things we might improve upon.
to spend the small sums we now but throw away.

meed.  Now let's begin by miy giving up cigars, which T agree ure
but vile weeds, and you your novels, which are but the cheapest kind |

of trash and twaddle.

Said Mra. A to Mr. A on Dec. JI:—

With all the many vices with which you indulge vourself, it seems
that you might overlook the one small pleasure which 1 have.
admit there are more elevating books than present-day novels
am I to give up my only pleasure, the one small thing from whick [
Do wveu, John, think it fair to ask
of me this sacrifice that you might have the slippers you certainly do
Your vices are so great beside my small one.
mezn all that you say about planning for the future, why not give up

get my wee mite of enjoyment?
not need?

your club?
you incur year after year.

Said Mr. A to Mrs. A on Dec. F1:—
That’s right, and I'm glad you mentioned it.

and it's {air.

accomplished, two savings made, instead of one,
dear; will you join me in turning over this
of a new year? x
course, that you will,

—_—

Said Mry. A fo PMr. A on Dec. 5I:—

You certainly can be horrid upon this one night of all nich
when you should look back upon the things which you have needlessly

robbed me of during the year just closing
Lhey were vices fram which & should escape.
intercourse

them on the altar of noble and obedient witchaod.
did not think vou would ask it. (Tears))

Said Mr. A fc Mrs. A on Dec. 31—

Now, wile, don’t crv. | am a brote and T admit it
anew and talk this over. Let's see il we hiavp sinned against ourselves

or others.

of; nothing to swear offii I'll keep my eigars and vou vour novels
I'll keep my club and you your bridee game. We'll ot

slippers go hang if nced be, and enjoy ourselyes.

isn’t it, my dear? That meets with your approval, T am sur
will greet the coming year with joy and not with tears and laments

‘tions.

Rescived by Mr. A and Mrs. A on Dec. 5l:—

Durnig the next year and the yeass to folloy
&s we have lived them. We will enjoy to the

ures. We will make no new resolutions which we

and break.

‘each is not willing to give to the other, and now let the New Year

comi)
, Dated 12 o'clock, midnight, December 31.

You sit there smoking a vile weed, but have vou thought of

| uvlock “chaps™ 12, friend greets’

There I8 aligolule =
first stroke of 12 until’ the JasEeS

fs much stratagem displayed in

TSR R
some servipg mald. or prandmother
open the door te her laver, ’

at this er i
betoken that which ls te coma Dhere
{s a rhvme current in Scotland which

= nsa thus:
If you really - .

It is bur another of the many needléss expenses which

| 1t enwt. the trees wil bear much fenlts

lafd aside on the sfterncon of the
thirty-
et went to the wonds and brought
home londs of juniper bushes. Each
household also procured a pltcher of
wiater from the “dead and Hving ford.”
| meaning the ford in a river, by which

passengers and funerdls crossed. This

T had not thought'
of it before. That will be monev saved. Now I propose a bargain. !
My resignation from the club will go in to-night if you
will join me in the good work and mail to-night your withdra
the bridge club or class or whatever you may call it.: A good deed

is always better when it's doubled, and that will be two good deeds [
) without being allowed to touch the
ground Ip its progress; as - contact
with the earth would have destroyed
the charm

new leaf with the.opening

The question is entirely needless;, for 1 know. of

posed  to protect the  household
ngainst witcherift, the “evl]l eve,™ and
other devilments. The [ather rose
first, and 1aking the charmed water
and a hrush, treated the rest ol 'the
. w generally aghnowladged with any-
1 should think you would| jine vee graiitude
be ashamed to sit there and point to my few small pleasures as thoyel ‘

There is certainly little
enough in life for e without being deprived of books and

But if T muost, I must, and if the sacrifice of mv innacent

ang point, the fresh
pleasures will put a stop to your many vices I presume |

tell. Then the ecat
in the same 1

4 I lo
But, oh, ,onn, I golemnities of the morning wers over.

Let's see if our so-cialled vices are not mere pleasures 1o

which we are entitled. [ think they are. I see nothing: we ne

We will not ask either of us from the oth

it . 3 v 4 very pretly
T navny Oy cach Neéw
L Vent's dpy n pile of sheaves
b5 Diesi i roa Invee plle, and the
It poepting I behind
tha } 1 they cun
n their replying:  that
=4 g, b i e b 3 Log
i nel e o g ¥year
thir | il it hididen In the fields |
| 1 New Year [ 22 'days ]
later th ST ind Is 2 gala oeea.
1 il Phere 15 8 griand’ celo-
bri ool miss g e morning, and
thie e aliy i devored 16 con
V3 &d gratulatory viclts  Good wiskes that

Americans are too busy to take
many holldays, but few of them fafl
to observe New Year's day in some
wuy or other. The goud old gustom
of making calls on one's friends fell
Into disrepute long ugo because At
was =0 abusdd by the over-convivial,
but family gatherings usnally mark
the dav, and the church folk all over
the country still hold watch meetings
fu the gious edifices to usher in
the new vear. Our observances of the
day, however, are nol so plctuyesque
ns are those of many other culinl_!‘lﬂl:-

{GLAND and Scotland have rés
tained many of their interest=:

ing customs of olden times:
this being especially true of Scotiand:
Weeks before the New Year heginﬁ,
the willage boys, with great seara&y.‘-
meet in out-of-the-way places and v
hearse their favorite ballads. As the
{ime draws near they don Improvised
s and go about from huuq”e,:’:_tﬁ_
house singing apd cutting nih.ﬂy
quaint capers. e |
The thirty-first of December 8
called “Hogmanay,%and the children
are told that if they go to the gor
ner they will see a man with as many
eyes as the vear has days. The obil:
dren of the poorer classes go {@f
house to house in the better distel
with a iarge pocket fastened ta thi
dresses or a large shaw] with l.“
in front. Fach one receives an 0 en-
- a piece of cheese, or sometlines
a sweet cake, and goos home nt nig

Year cheer for the rest of the famil
The Srottish ealders celebratest
dnv with o supper party, and &sl

nnd wishes him “a gude Nea fy
and mony o them * Then, withy
formality the door f& unbarred
the Ol Year out and the Newn
in. and all the guesis sally 6
the streel to “first foot™ B
gunintances

In Edinburgh a great crof
around the chureb in
and anxiously  owni

The old folks now go 1o
the voung have other busines
hand Each girl Is expecting the
foot” from her sweetheart, and

witting her oaccazionally, and hqﬁns

The wenther la carelully 0b§_el":9_id
on, for it Is supposed to

If New Year's eve the night wind’ blow-
ath =puth I

1t betok

If west m

wnrmth and growth:
milk, and fish In the seas

1 northenst It. man and brute
Dhrlng the last century all work was

‘«t, and the men of the ham-

was broueght In perfect silence and

The rites next morning were sup-

¥ to a vieorors oaptism, which

onck, the thrifty Scoteh-
ul all the doors and windows
inniper hough on the fire,
n the smolie renched the suffocat-
air was readmit-
were fumlgated
anner, and the painful

in New Year's day a superstitious

Bcotchmpn will neither lend nor glve
anyihing whntever out of hi= houee, |
o Tl that his luck may ge too,

igon, the floor
I v EWE If the fire goes
put ir a sien of death 2

.8lon: the monarch throws agide “‘the

Bun or a pistol under the bedroom

‘tire week. Every house {5 full of vis-

‘dressed In his best, and no one has
any buslness except to seek amunse-
dment, which he does [rantically, There
are plenics to Table mountaln  snd

calp and well ordered as If It had
never heard of New Year,

nee" celebrates the New Yeuar in a8

country the rejoleings absorb fully a
month, during the first part of whicl

emplre

kind—peanuts watermelon seRds,
sweetments, oranges, tea and typical-

nlong with thelr studies, are distribu-
ted from the temples,

they propitiate he
offerings of rice, vegetables, tea, wine
oranges, and imitation paper money,
which they burn with inc
sticks, and candles. After
worship their household geds and de-
ceased ancestors and living
All this g carrvled out in the most sol
emn manner, and offerings
to evervhorldy except thae lving

cesslon to the 2
gong, and mandarins go by
with congratulatory addres
emperor.  Thelr robes are
embroldered and are heavy with gald
Numerous amusements are provided
for the public, the chief of which
acting, Numinations, and Areaworks

th v
e I
tion
Yt T
I j e
i 1hi
10
fte gopn gnr
Té I
] s
hande, dnd wox
H ton i
wolk ] 1
ple ( By viih ot I 1
are dffered of enoked rice
1 ith OrTanges ! Mg i
peas wre =cattered atoul the houses

to Irightcn eway evil &pirits, and on

cannot be carried In this way are In-
gerted in the newspapers. [n wmil-
tary and officlsl eircles ceremonlal
visits are paid.

The Russians are great at fortune
telling, and on New Year's eve the un-
married ladles and gentlemen send
servants Into the street. or go out
themselves, to ask the names of per-
gons they meet. These will be the
names of persons they will severally
marry, and many a bashful Russian
lover has speeded himself in his suit

by taking care to be the first man his |

lady’s servant met.

When midnight {8 reached, sach |
member of the family salutes the oth-

er with a kiss, beginnlng with the
head of the house, and then retire,
after wishing each other a Huppy
New Year.

HE hospitable Norwegians and
Swaedea spread thelr tables
heavily for all who may come
in, and in Stockholm there is & grand

banqueat in the Exchange, glven to the

kEing and his family. On this occs-

Aivinity which doth hedge a King"
and mingles with his people as citl-
zen fto citizen, in true democratic
faghion,

Danes greet the New Year with a
tremendous volley of cannon, and old
Copenhagen s shaken to its founda-
tlons at midnight, It is also consid
ered a delicate compliment to fireoff a

window of one's friends at a very
early hour,

Dwellers in Cape Town, South Af-
rlca, are an exception to the general
run of Engllsh colonists. After the
custom of the early Dutch settlers,
they celebrate New Year for an en-

ftors, every man, woman and child is

pleasures excursions in boats. There
r noe every avening. At the ond

L. TR D seltles down.
bus . and the settloment s as

S EVERY one who has seen n
Chinese quarter In a large
eity knmows, “the heathen Chl

right royal fashlon In the mother

there s not an empty mouth in the

But the refreshmentd are of a light

Iy Chinese cakes Presents of cakes
are given to the poor, and “brilliant
eakey," supposed to help the: children

At an edrly hour on the second of
February—thelr New Yeur's day—
en and earth with

(W3

ard they

raelitives

ire made

rled in pro-
ening
nndreds
1 to the

Tmages of god

sEously
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INDER the old earth’s outer crust—
'Mid bed-rock fragments sod lava

Bl dust;

Woatching the axis turning slow,

The Old Year stood at his dynamo

In 1he power plant which time maintaing,

And numbered losses and figured gaink

“I've done quite well," said the aged seep—
"My record's good as an engineer,

I've kept things humming, above—below.
Folks can't complain that I've been slow,
And now I'm ofiwhen midnight calls—"
Then he started doffing his overalls.

He washed his face and brushed his hajr—
Then leanid far back in his sarm-chair
In pensive mood till & sturdy chap
Clunbered up to the old man’slap.
And szid: "Old Year—they tell me yon
Are sorter thinking of genting through®

"Right you are,” cried the aged man.
“Your tesk awaits you, little Jan.
Get into your duds and start right in,
T'will wait right here until you begin,
For 1 wish 1o see if I rightly guess,
Which of the levers you firat will presa®™

Then Jan marched up to the dynamo.
He passed the levers of “Want'" and

“Woe"—
Nor touched the levers of "War™ or

Stopping the while to read each name:
Then'n handle grasped—as he turned 1o goy
The Old Year's face seemed all aglow.

So when the dawn of that day began
Man thought of his stricken brother man
With ready help and an honest tear.
For them that knew no glad New Year,
‘Twas the lever of Love in the midst of

gloom—

That Jan hnd gripped in the engine-room,

3 PREVIOUSLY , arranged, the
Esquimaux go forth from thelr
snow huts or lce caves in
palrs, one of each pair belng dressed
in women’s clothés. They guin en- |
trance to every lgloo in the village,
moving sllently and mysteriously, At
lagt there is nmot a light left In the
wholé place, and having extinguished
every spark of fire they can find, they |

the fourth day of the New Year, the W
decorations of lobster which signify 2
reproduction, cabbages which mean o
Thoughts for
Tuck, are token down and roplaced
with bouglhs of Iruft trees and flowers, tbe Nm Year
This Is to signify the near agproach
epentance” shal § side.
of repentance” shall be thrown aside We 5!“?' but the |nom of
— life never stops, and the pattern
oy which was weaving when the
X NEAR,
7 L { . :
R s when it comes up in the mom-
ing.—-. I¥. Beecher.

We are not in this world
willing to do that which it is
our duty to do.— Gounad.

It s the every days that
tell, or the years haye failed.—

W. C. Gannett.
Soberly and with clear eyes

-
riches, und oranges which mean good
of spring, when the “winter garment * X
i sun went down is weaving
~
to do what we wish, but to be
count. They must be made to
believe in your own time and

kindle a [resh one, golng throush mys- ace. There is not, there
terions ceremonies meinwhile. From never has been, a better 5
This one source alf fnaps and fres ipf — b
the districr are lighted anew. R On }y with this bel

In the Indian empire, the day which believe in . Impe. =t
corresponds. o other New Year cele- | Brooks

brations, Is called Hooly, and 1s a
feast la honor of Krichna. Caste tem-

We may make the best of

life, or we may make the worst

porurily loses enste and the prevalling - . y
T e e R e S of it, and it depends very much
T Phey throw upon ourselves whether we ex-

red pow
It with
Inges on pa re-by. This Iz taken In
ae good part as snow-balling is  in

northern elimes.

ane &'hg:. and mix A tract ]ﬁy or miﬁery fl‘ﬂm h-_
it from syr- Swmrles.

The darkest shadows of life
are those which a man hi
makes when he stands in his
own light— Lord Avecbury.

Our lifz is short, but to ex-
pand that span to vast etemity
18 virtue's work.—Shakespeare.
| The hour that = gone |

cannot recall, but to-morrow I

betwesn the
¢« are exchanged
w Yeur's gifts nra

Couplime
1nerest
in Gemnany
mude to the servants. The eve of the |
New Year Il eullod Yder Sylveatur

Lhend,” and while'it Is deemed not un:

beoge fog for-H voune and thoushtiess

e i, I il ot hiaied s thar e
the day in Twors =erious I.lflll;-r-ln'lr'l.n and lel to-momows Shﬂﬂbﬂbﬂ-
takes op a & bratimous gspeck Dur ter than the y(’ﬂerda}'l. Ld
ing the'evuiing there Isprayer at the us “leave behind our low-vault-
famdly altar, otid ot njdntght  the ed pf.iﬁl.“_—/)_i‘ff.

Life 1s fruithul in the ratio
which it is laid out in noble

horn to annogonee the birth of tha
‘i'l---\."' 'Illrl_ a6 Tan I8 w gront vesioa action or patient perseverance.
1 JUUIT & 5 BreLl pevhin S I .
nhrogt all ovir Prance, and many of | Leddon.
1 Istome  common  withh us &t | W
TR ¢ frunsferred to New |
0 many parts of thet comntry | THE NEW  YEAR'S CHOICE

by ehildren tontinnes
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It is Well to Chogse Wisely for the
Time That is to
Caome.

friotm i

Onee, long ezo, the Lord appeared
In & vision of the night to a soung
man with the offer, “Ask what | shall
give thee” And a declsive moment
waz that In which the young King

DEATH OF THE OLD YEAR.

By CHARLOGTTE BEAUVMONT JARVIS.

M
b welzhed agalnst all others the thing
which he most desired
= Centuries lie hetween us and the
young king, Solomon, but still—and
Staet bler, dally on eagch recurting New
= (ol appears to each of us
\ : } W il— i tically the same offdr, “Ask
| I| give thee." And, as with
sn with every heart there
HE LY bl i holee of the gift. Wera the
Plends 1 e 11 T Y — £ an audible oné, what would
: e, - - I vour answer bhe?
e a '}I(,' e W= T recurring New Yem's, In el
- | aves  “Ask what I shail give
There wer irts that suffored wrong, l thoe” And the ehoice for the coming
I3 (R inil ware st 1 he our ehofee for all the
He ' R It is By cholee that men
Sl (] i £ helr sin—

veglth and learning and by infins
e, And It T2 not 4 question of this
tiarners full of frulttul store, g0, that, but of thi= or that To

. prsit oA | choose is to declde between, to lenve
Doty I, ..I_ ;‘..‘, :_ I- woll as to tate. Therefore, what .
A ! | will be our cholce for the year before
E us? God Himeelt asks the question,

makes the offer.

Christmas Fairies. -
nglish trodition ‘has It that

An old E
at Christmastide, elves und fairies

< J - i
th I 1; muy mingle with huwmankind in Lhe
S i 1eir's: feet festitit] oy he hollv L =
e Yoht's Sanding ShEi=. estivities, and the holly, bay and |
AMisierere are hung that the feys mav fod &ig
ing places. They are slsc ling o)
J T gontl ast
SR H AL fas Mt ford a refuge to the woodland $p.
Fo your kness, sirth's worn and weary— | Wi, 2t this season, are hall

AMissrers! Misereral in the (orests.




