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THE CALL OF A GREAT OPPORTUNITY 

OLIVER W. STEWART 

TO ALL PROHIBITIONISTS:—We 
are entering a great Presidential campaign. 
Never before were the skies so bright with 
promise of victory. The supporters of the 
saloon, so long indifferent to public senti- 
ment, are becoming panic stricken. The 
whole country is quivering in anticipation 
of the final clash with the liquor traffic. 

Through all these years, the Prohibition 
party has led in the discussion of the saloon 
question and has pressed upon the Ameri- 
can people their responsibility and duty. 

Through years of misunderstanding and 
misrepresentation, our party has held to its 
course, until, today, on the threshold of 
larger things, it stands united, with all 
divisions healed, and ready for the next great 
move. 

What is it? 
The very immensity of the opportunity 

should give us pause and cause us to look 
carefully at the situation. 

A few months since we were without a 

paper with a sufficiently large circulation to 
give leadership to the forces gathering for 
the fight against the saloon. 

The New Voice had passed away from 
the control or advocacy of the Prohibition 
party. 

The Home Defender of Chicago was 

struggling for a foothold. The Defender of 
New York was fighting against fearful odds. 

Please use or copy the form below: 

Date...190.. 
Oliver W. Stewart, 

5464 Jefferson Ave., Chicago. 
I hereby promise to pay to the National Prohibi- 

tionist Extension Committee $.... per month for one 
year, to be used as proposed in your letter published December 12, 1907. 

I enclose $.... to apply on above pledge. 
Name 

St. and No. 
Postoffice 

State 

Manifestly a combination of these three 
into one great paper was the thing; but how 
could it be brought about? 

A few of us familiar with the situatio?i 
undertook to do it. We found that obliga- 
tions existing would have to be met. It 
would be worse than useless to bring a\ 
national paper into existence with a burden 
of debt to carry. 

It would be wrong to launch such a paper 
and leave it to die before it could become 
self-supporting. 

This is what we did. A few men who 
could be reached quickly, were interviewed 
or written to. So prompt and generous 
was their response that we felt warranted 
in going ahead, confident that the great mass 

of our people would show their appreciation 
by rallying to the support of the new paper. 

We now have the paper, THE NATION- 
AL PROHIBITIONIST. 

It goes out to 50,000 subscribers. We 
can and must make it 75,000 before the 
national convention meets. 

But three things we must do now. 

1. We must help The National Prohibi- 
tionist pay every obligation which stood 
against the papers of which it was formed. 
That we must do both for the honor and 
credit of our cause and for the success of 
this enterprise. 

2. We must provide the means to back 
the paper, in place of capital, the first few 
months, until it can get upon a solid footing. 

3. We also must provide the means by 
which agents can be put into the field, at 
once, to increase the circulation. That need 
is pressing. Hundreds of agents ought to 
be at work within a month and every one 
so put to work now means scores of Pro- 
hibition votes in the ballot box in Novem- 
ber, 1908. 

Is it beyond the power of the Prohibi- 
tionists of the country to do this? 

All that I have outlined can be done on 

$15,000. 
Think of it! We can have a national 

paper, without a dollar of debt against it 
and a force of agents in the field on a sum 
so small. 

Did we who took the initial step do right 
in closing the deal by which this great com- 

bination could be brought about, depend- 
ing on our loyal people to help out, or should 
we have allowed the opportunity to escape 
from lack of faith in you? 

I here and now promise five dollars a 

month, for a year, to this enterprise—a total 
of sixty dollars. I have no financial inter- 
est in The National Prohibitionist, and I 
will not have. 

I do not receive a cent, directly or in- 
directly, for what I do for the paper. It is 
all a labor of love with me. 

What will you do ? 
Wm. P. F. Ferguson, the editor, needs 

no word of praise from me. By common 
consent he is recognized as our greatest 
editor. 

But we would disgrace ourselves to leave 

this burden—light for all of us, but heavy 
for him alone—to crush him to the earth. 

Never yet have the Prohibitionists of the 
nation failed to respond to any call I have 
made. I do not believe they will fail now. 

Are you willing to do your part? Will 
you do it now? Will you join me in a 

great Christmas gift to our cause and our 

party ? 
Hoping to hear from ever hone who reads 

these lines, I am 

Yours truly, 
OLIVER W. STEWART, 

54GJf. Jefferson Avc., 
Chicago, III. 

W. F. MULVIHILL 
The Successful Newspaper Man Who Represents 

the Party at large in The National 
Prohibitionist 

THE NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST 

What This Paper Is, How Controlled—The 
Personnel of Its Force and Its Prospects 
The publication, upon this page, of the appeal 

signed by Mr. Oliver W. Stewart, in behalf 
of the Extension Committee which has under- 
taken to help The National Prohibitionist to 
“cover the nation like the dew,” gives timeliness 
to and makes proper a frank statement of the 
enterprise which has been undertaken in the 
publication of this paper. 

For information of any who may perhaps have 
failed to receive former copies of The National 
Prohibitionist, it may be here stated that at its 
meeting in Chicago on November 20, the Na- 
tional Committee of the Prohibition party, upon 
motion of Mr. MacLean of Ohio, unanimously 
passed the following resolution: 

“Resolved, by the Prohibition National Com- 
mittee that we learn with pleasure of the be- 
ginning of a great National Prohibition papa 
to be knozvn as ‘The National Prohibitionist, 
with Wm. P. F. Ferguson as editor; that wt 

pledge the paper our hearty support in everj 
effort it may make for peace and harmony it 
our party ranks and in an aggressive tight agains 
the liquor traffic, and we zvish it a long am 

successful career.” 
In a communication published in this pape 

on November 28, and given out to the press at 


