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FOR “DRY” CHICAGO 

Bold Attack Upon the Center of the Saloon’s 
Battle Line by Prohibition Enthusiasts 

What promises to be one of the most important 
factors of the movement against the liquor traffic 
made its first public appearance at a meeting in 

Willard Hall in this city on Monday evening of 
this week. 

Some weeks ago it was suggested in The 
National Prohibitionist that, if the liquor inter- 
ests of the city of Chicago, which have been clam- 
oring for a referendum vote upon the question of 

obeying the law of the state in closing their 
saloons on Sunday, really desire to submit any- 

thing to the people of Chicago, the one thing 
which, under the statutes of the state, they can 

submit, is the question whether there shall be any 
saloons in Chicago. In harmony with this sug- 

gestion a number of prominent young men in 
the Prohibition party organized a no-license com- 

mittee and quietly set about it to obtain the sig- 
natures of the necessary eighty-five thousand 
voters to require the putting of the no-license 

proposition upon the official ballot at the mu- 

nicipal election in April. The time allowed by 
the law is brief and great energy has been neces- 

sary but, up to the meeting on Monday night, 
some fifty thousand names have been secured and 
the surprising fact had appeared that practically 

^'c'veryone who is asked to sign the petition signs, 
some workers getting as high as ninety and nine- 

ty-five per cent of the voters whose signatures 
they solicit. This, of course, does not obligate 
the signers to vote against the saloon, but indi- 
cates the willingness of the people to see the 

question come to an issue. 
At the meeting on Monday night Mr. John H. 

Hill, chairman of the committee, presided. Pro- 

fessor Thatcher and Mrs. Emily Hill of the 

county W. C. T. U. sang, and addresses were 

delivered by the Rev. Dr. Eaton and by the 

editor of The National Prohibitionist. 

Town Almost “Ruined” 

Brunswick, Ga., January 16.— (A Press Dis- 
patch.)—Practically all the buildings in this city 
in which saloons were formerly located have 
been rented and most of them are already occu- 

pied. Those not occupied have nearly all been 
rented, and as soon as some necessary repairs 
and changes have been completed the new tenants 
will move in and up for business. 

There is no more serious and sinister 
feature of American life than the preva- 
lence of crime. 

In addition to its heavy expense in the 
cost of police, courts and prisons, crime 
robs us of the services of thousands who 

ought to be productive factors in society 
and rots the moral fiber of the nation. 

The lowest estimate ever made, that of 
the anti-Prohibition Committee of Fifty, 
attributed 50 percent of crime to drink. 

Judges of wide experience have esti- 
s Jiated that 75 percent of crime comes di- 

rectly or indirectly from the liquor traffic. 
That is one of the reasons that make 

the Prohibition issue the most important 
issue in American politics. 

There are others. 

DRINK’S GROWING PERIL 
An Advance Study of Official Statistics of Liquor Con- 

sumption—Partial Returns Show the Fiscal Year 1907 
the High Liquor Year of American History 

Readers of the Prohibition papers which in 
recent years have been under the management of 
the editor of The National Prohibitionist, have 
come to look every year for the annual article 
"Drink’s Growing Peril,” which is a statistical 
statement of the drink consumption of the Ameri- 
can people. Formerly it was necessary to wait 
for the publication of the Statistical Abstract, 
which is prepared by the United States govern- 
ment each year, before the items of drink con-' 
sumption could be learned, but for two or three 
years past the Bureau of Statistics has cour- 

teously furnished the facts in advance of the pub- 
lication of the Abstract. Application at the office 
of the chief of the bureau elicits the fact that, 
with the exception of the item of domestic wines, 

which closed with June than during any other 
year of American history. In 1896 we imported 
4,101,686 gallons of wine from foreign coun- 
tries. In 1907 we imported 7,659,565 gallons. Up 
to the present year the increase in the use of 
domestic wines has also been enormous, in 1896 
the total being a trifle more than fourteen and 
one-half millions, and in 1906 almost forty millions 
of gallons. 

When we come to the consumption of malt 
liquors, we are confronted by a total of almost 
staggering magnitude. During the fiscal year 
1907 the American people drank almost two billion 
gallons of beer, or, exactly stated, 1,821,867,627 
gallons, an increase of more than 180,000,000 
gallons over the year 1906. 

PROGRESS IN DRINK CONSUMPTION 

Spirits. 
year. (Gallons.) 
!896.,. 70,725,745 
1907. 140,084,486 

all the figures for the drink consumption of the 
fiscal year 1907 have been compiled, but that 
that item must still be waited for before the 
complete statistical table can be presented. 

The other items, however, have been secured 
and as an advance statement to the complete 
study of the question, it is now possible to say 
that the fiscal year, 1907, was a record-breaking 
year in the consumption of alcoholic drinks. 

The United States government reports drink 
consumption under three general heads: “Dis- 
tilled Spirits,” “Wines,” and “Malt Liquors.” 
The year 1907 saw an enormous increase in the 
consumption of distilled spirits, more than twelve 
million gallons more having been consumed in 
that year than in the preceding year, although that 
year, in turn, was almost seven million gallons in 
advance of the year which preceded it. 

A great deal is said by a certain class of beery 
philosophers about the reduction of the con- 

sumption of spirits because of the increase of the 
use of beer. The tables, however, show that 
since 1896, when “prosperity” began to shine 
again upon the American people, there has been 
an enormous and, with the exception of one year, 
a continuous increase in the consumption of 
spirits. The increase in ten years amounts to a 

practical doubling of the total consumption. 
In 1896, when all the “wicked Democrats” went 

out of power and “the only party that ever did 
anything for temperance” assumed the reins of 
government, the consumption of spirits was 70,- 
725,745 gallons. In the fiscal year 1907, which 
closed the last day of June just past, the total 
consumption of spirits reached 140,084,436. 

In the matter of wine, as it has already been 
stated, the figures are not yet available, except- 
ing that we know that more than a million more 

gallons were imported during the fiscal year 

TOTAL. PER CAPITA. 
Malt Liquors. Spirits. ■ Malt Liquors. 

(Gallons.) (Gallons.) (Gallons.) 
1,113,170,733 1.01 15.84 
1,821,807,027 1.63 21.23 

But the reader will entertain the hope, for a 
moment, that, astounding as these totals are, the 
situation is not quite so bad as it would appear 
at first sight, for the population of the country 
has been growing and perhaps, he will think, 
more rapidly than the totals have grown. 

Here again we are doomed to disappointment. 
The per capita consumption of both spirits and 
beer has increased. The per capita beer con- 

sumption of the fiscal year 1907 was greater than 
ever before in the history of the American people, 
while the consumption of spirits in per capita 
figures, not only exceeded the year 1906 by 
more than one-tenth of a gallon, but outstretched 
every other year since 1873, far back toward the 
times we are taught to look upon as the “Dark 
Ages” of the temperance reform. 

That is to say: For every man, woman and 
child in the American republic, 1.63 gallons of 
spirits and 21.23 gallons of beer were consumed 
in the fiscal year 1907, to say nothing about the 
wine. 

The beer consumption is an increase of more 

than one gallon per capita, while a comparison 
with former years shows that the per capita con- 

sumption has doubled since 1885. 

This is the government’s official estimate based 

upon the present population. 
Making the comparison with the year 1896 

when the whisky consumption reached its lowest 

point in the “Democratic hard times,” it is found 
that the per capita consumption under the ad- 
ministration of the “party of moral ideas” has 

grown from 1.01 gallons to 1.63 gallons of spirits, 
and that the beer consumption has grown from 
15.84 gallons to 21.23 gallons. 

There is little reason to doubt that the wine 
consumption will also show a large increase. 


