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ABOUT THE NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST 

A Heart-to-Heart Talk With Friends and Fellow Workers Alter the First 
Quarter of Progress and Financial Success 

If an excuse be needed for taking this promi- 
nent place in which to speak of the paper itself, 
of its work and its prospects, let the excuse be 
found in the statement which has been made, not 

by anyone connected with The National Prohibi- 
tionist, but by hundreds of the best Prohibition 
workers of the country, that the most impor- 

tant WORK BEFORE THE PROHIBITION PARTY, DUR- 

ING THE MONTHS WHICH PRECEDE THE NATIONAL 

CONVENTION, IS TO BUILD UP THIS PAPER, EXTEND ITS 

INFLUENCE AND WIDEN ITS CIRCULATION. 

The work that is being done here is Prohibi- 
tion party work and has a right to the widest 
hearing among members of the Prohibition party. 

With this number of the paper The National 
Prohibitionist will have completed a full quarter 
of a year and has a right, perhaps, to pause and 
point out its present accomplishments and speak 
of the future. 

Three months ago, when the great task of 
consolidating Prohibition national papers, giving 
Prohibition journalism a wide national field and 
unifying all related interests within the party was 

undertaken, the prospect was not highly cheer- 
ing. It is, perhaps, pardonable to refer to the 
fact that division and discouragement were rife; 
tens of thousands of our people had not seen a 

Prohibition party paper in many months; con- 

tributions to Prohibition funds were meager; 
confidence and optimism were lacking. 

The field that was entered was not without its 
difficulties. The panic, far more real than our 

Republican friends are willing to admit that it 
has been, struck the new enterprise upon the 
threshold of its career; credits were reduced to 
nil; commercial Chicago lived upon clearing house 
certificates; advertising patronage, even in the 
pages of the oldest and best established period- 
icals, was seriously diminished. More than one 

periodical with years of successful history will 
look back at the last three months as one of the 
most critical periods of its existence. One maga- 
zine produced by one of the most successful pub- 
lishing houses in America has suspended publi- 
cation. 

These things are referred to because they make 
the accomplishment of the success that has been 
achieved all the more remarkable. 

What has been accomplished? 
In the first place, the feeling of discourage- 

ment has been banished from our ranks and the 
Prohibition party today is enthusiastic as it has 
not been in years before. Discord, disunion, lack 
of harmony are gone, and the party is working 
together harmoniously with a common thought 
and purpose and with loyal devotion, from the 

-—^office of the National Chairman down to the 
'farthest local worker upon either coast. 

How large a part in this The National Pro- 
hibitionist has played is not to be said in these 
columns. It is conceded that this paper has been 
a great factor in the improved condition. 

How good a paper has been made, what grade 
of excellency it has reached need not be here 
discussed. It is sufficient to refer to the hun- 
dreds of commendatory letters that have appeared, 
in whole or in part, in the columns of The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist, and the appearance of which 
has ceased, not because the flood of letters has 
stopped, but because the editor has positively re- 

fused to continue the publication of what seems 

like self-praise. 
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All this is gratifying in the highest degree, but 
a statement can be added, and is here to be added, 
which is even more important in view of the 
past experience of so many Prohibition papers. 

DURING THE PAST QUARTER THE NA- 
TIONAL PROHIBITIONIST HAS BEEN FI- 
NANCIALLY SUCCESSFUL. 

In spite of the paucity of advertising, in spite 
of the enormous amount of work and unavoidable 
expense, entailed by the combination of three 
national lists and the employment of an abnor- 
mally large clerical force, from its own business 
receipts, not taking into consideration a single 
dollar that has been secured by the Extension 
Committee, The National Prohibitionist has paid 
all its expenses of publication—thousands of dol- 
lars for paper, thousands more for presswork, 
heavy bills for postage and scores of other ex- 

penses, and, in addition, has actually made appre- 
ciable progress in the work of reducing the obli- 
gations that were assumed in the consolidation of 
the three papers. 

* * * 

It is not meant by this to give the impression 
that this paper is “upon Easy street,” or that it 
has no financial difficulties to meet. These re- 

sults have been achieved only by the hardest of 
hard work and by the most intense application, 
and by very considerable personal sacrifices; but 
they have been achieved and we face the future 
confidently and unworried, though with the real- 
ization that it holds equally great problems and 
burdens that only strong shoulders can sustain. 
The National Prohibitionist is to be a success. It 
is to break the long line of heart-breaking fail- 
ures and set a new precedent in Prohibition jour- 
nalism. 

The ideals entertained in this office are of the 
highest. We expect to continue to make the best 
possible Prohibition paper; to improve it at every 
possible point, sparing no pains, no effort, no 

sacrifice and no expense that it is possible to 
meet in making this paper the best champion of 
the Prohibition cause that the Prohibitionists of 
America have ever had. 

We will keep this paper clean in its advertis- 
ing. It may be confessed that it has been some- 

thing of a temptation during some of the trying 
days of the past three months to know that busi- 
ness could be transacted in a single hour’s time 
that would place this paper wholly beyond care, 
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from a financial standpoint, by simply accepting 
certain lines of profitable advertising. That ad- 
vertising has not been accepted and will not be 
accepted. The publishers and editors of this pa- 
per do not assume to say, nor could they say, to 
each reader that it is a wise thing to patronize 
any particular advertiser. The maker of the best 
jack-knives in the world might advertise in this 

paper and none of its readers need a jack-knife. 
On the wisdom of investments or the propriety 
of expenditures, it is not the province of a paper 
to speak, but The National Prohibitionist has set 
for its advertising the ideal that everything that 
appears in its columns must be morally clean and 
financially honest. As to personal needs and tastes 
and adaptabilities, it has no voice. 

And now, continuing to take the readers of this 
paper into the confidence of its management, let 
it be said that there is just one thing upon which 
there is any anxiety, and just one point where 
the burden rests hard in the business office of this 
paper. 

★ * * 

That is in the fact that so many readers of 
Prohibition papers are lamentably dilatory in the 
payment of their subscription dues. On January 
1 there were sent from this office several thou- 
sand bills to subscribers whose names were on 

the former lists of The Home Defender and The 
Defender. Had each of those bills been promptly 
paid, the result would have been even a better 
paper than we have made, with wider sweep and 

stronger grip, and no backs broken under the 
burden. Thousands did respond with prompt 
payment. It is because of this that it has been 
possible to meet the obligations of the paper. 
Some thousands of others, however, neglected to 

respond. There is no doubt concerning the in- 
tent of these people. Ninety-five percent of them 
intend to continue to be subscribers to The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist and to pay for it, at some 

time. Were it believed that they do not want the 
paper, the matter would be very simple and their 
names could be dropped. But to drop them now 

entails expense upon us and inconvenience to 
both them and us. Yet their withholding the pay- 
ment today places strain and burden upon shoul- 
ders where they do not belong. 

Every man whom this paper owes a dollar 
wants that dollar upon the day when it is due. 
If he waits until tomorrow, he wants it with in- 
terest. He can be paid only as the subscribers 
for this paper pay their bills promptly. If they 
wait until some distant tomorrow, instead of pay- 
ing with interest, they pay with the discount of 
additional cost of new bills and second notices. 

During the month of February there will be 
mailed from this office several thousand more 

subscription bills addressed to former subscrib- 
ers of The Defender, The Home Defender and 
The New Voice. If these can all be promptly 
paid, the month of February will see a long 
stride taken toward the solid establishment of a 


