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HINTS AS TO INTERPRETATION
OF SCRIPTURE.

HY JOHN A. BROADUS, I). D., L. L. D.

From tbe Sunihty School Times.

A good many teachers who have
no opportunity, or no Inclination, to
read elaborate treatises on the inter-
pretation of the Bible, may be wil-li- ng

to look through some homely
suggestions. One who undertakes to
explain a number of selected passages
of the Bible, so as to fix in susceptible
youthful minds a life-lon- g conception
of their meaning, certainly, has a task
sufficiently difficult and responsible,
and may reasonably welcome the
slightest help.

1. Be willing to let the Bible mean
what it wants to mean. If you think
that is a matter of course, I cannot
agree with you. All of us who teach
Bible lessons have certain doctrinal
views, certain establised prepenses-sions- ,

certain constitutional tenden
cies to prefer this or that way of re
garding and presenting any point of
religious truth. It is doubtful wheth
er any one of us ever does approach a
Scripture lesson with entire willing
ness that it shall mean what it wishes
to mean. But assuredly we ought to
make earnest effort in this direction.
We reproach a politician who labors
to explain the Constitution in some
unnatural way to suit himself, a law
yer who deals likewise with what he
is reading Irom a law book, a business
man who perverts the terms of a
written contract; but still more blame'
worthy are we, if we know before-

hand what we want this passage to
mean, and then put screws to it that
it may be forced into suiting our
views and wishes. Here i3 a grave
fault, and if everybody is tempted to
commit the fault then we ought to
make earnest and prayeiful efforts to
form the habit of submitting our pref-
erences to the real meaning of , the
inspired Book we are undertaking to
interpret.

2. Give careful attention to the con-

nexion of your passage. Not only
does every sentence of the lesson us-

ually have some distinct connexion
with the rest, but the lesson as a
whole has its connexion with what
precedes and follows. One of the
gravest and commonest faults among
Sunday school teachers and pupils
consists in treating the lesson as an
independent whole, without regard
to its connexion in the book and in the
Bible. Thelessou is printed sepa-

rately, and multitudes of pupils, with
a large proportion of teachers, will
never stop to think of what has gone
before. But even with the Bible
before one's eyes, there is a grievous
tendency to indolent neglect of the
connexion. This has been fostered
by the common fashion of printing
the Bible without distinct indication
of paragraphs, such as we have in all
other books, and with every scrap of
a verse printed as if itself a paragraph
when it maybe only part of a sen
tence.

Ministers also nave in many cases

done great mischief, in this respect,
by taking a short text bectruse easily
remembered, and then interpreting
its language in any way that seems
to yield helpful ideas and regarding
it as a sort of bondage to keep within
the limits of the connexion. Many
years ago, a wise father gave his little
boy a simple lesson, which has never
been forgotten. He said, "I can
prove to you out of the Bible that
there i3 no God." So the boy brought
a Bible, which the father opened,
and placing his linger over some
words, bade him read. There it was,
beginning with a capital letter, like a
complete sentence, "There is no
God." The child stared ; but when
the finger was lifted, it read, "The
fool hath said in his heart, There is
no God." You may say that, of
course, no one would so utterly and
flagrantly disregard the connexion
as in that ease. But, suffer a person
who has given much attention to
teaching and preaching and commen
tary, to say that, in hundreds, if not
thousands, of cases, he has seen the
connexion disregarded, not so obvi
ously, perhaps, but in a fashion just
as real and just as misleading.

The connexion of a lesson may be
only a few proceeding and following
sentences, or a chapter or two. In
higher and very real sense, the lesson
stands in relation to the whole book
of which it forms a part, and canno
be precisely and soundly interpreter
without reference to the general con
tents and aim of that entire book. In
one sense, the connexion is the whole
Bible.

::. Remember that the Bible is

very old book. If you read Homer
or the "Arabian Nights," if you ex-

amine sentences which were inscrib-

ed thousands of years ago on some
monument in Egypt or in Messopota- -

mia, you would not expect every
word to mean there precisely what
the same word would mean in the
morning newspaper. Even when
scholars have made you a translation,
the words have a different settin-g-

carry with them a different atmos
phere. You need to remember that
this was written a long time ago, far
away from here, among a people
whoso Ideas and favorite expressions
were in some respects quite peculiar,
or at any rate, quite different from
my own.

Now as to the main substance of
tho numerous and distinct books
which we recognize as .inspired, they
appeal very strikingly to those ele-

ments of human nature and condi-

tions of human thought and action
which are essentially universal and
unchageabel. But as to the details
of conception and expression, as to
the precise color and tone, these
books often differ very widely from
what the same words would mean in
a writing of today. We have all in
sensibly learned Jsomething In this
respect from life-lon- g familiarity
with at least the surface of tho inspir-

ed word and from the extent to
which its modes of thought and ex
pression have pervaded all the
preaching and teaching and religious
literature to which our attention has
been directed. But much remains to
be done, and done with persistent
and painstaking effort by one who
wishes totfnterpet the Bible safely.
Remember that it abounds in terms
and phrases which 'carry a peculiar
meaning of their own, quite different
from the sense in which similar
phrases and terms would be employ
ed In a current newspaper. Think
about this fact, keep it constantly in
mind, or you will unconsciously mis
interpret in scores of cases.

4. Compare Scripture with other
portions of Scripture. Much help is
given for this by the reference Bibles,
tne lesson-neip- s, ana tne commentas
ries. It may be a very profitable
exercise.but it is too often so managed
as to be highly misleading. Some
other passage may contain the same
term or phrase that you are dealing
with ; but it may there convey quite
a different sense, as a careful consid
eration of the connexion in that case
would show.

If you jump at the conclusion that
such a word as "soul" or "righteous
ness" or "hell" meansthesame thing
in every passsage, you will be grave
ly mistaken, and your comparison of
passages will do more harm than
good. So if you find that essentially
the same subject is treated n another
passage it may yet bo there is quite a
different light, and the difference re
quires attention. The use of a refer
ence Bible may thus range all the
way from the laziest to the most
laborious method of Bible study
These considerations certainly should
not lead us to neglect references to
similar passages : to what course
should they lead us

Interpret the Bible upon princi
ples of common sense. Recognizing
and keeping in mind the peculiar
range of thought and usage of lan
guage which mark the sacred writ
ings, we cannot fail to see that they
appeal constantly to the plain good
sense of a thoughtful and sober mind.
Some commentators and ministers
think they put honor upon the Bible
by making a certain expression mean
several different things at the same
time things which are hopelessly
incompatible and mutually exclusive.
That is not sensiDie. some insist on
the literal meaning of what is plainly
a figure of speech.

One day some gentlemen were
looking at certain huge stones in the
south-we- st corner of the Haran enclo
urd at Jerusalem, which evidently
formed a part of the wall in Herod's
time. "What would you say, then,"
inquired one of the party, "as to the
statement that 'there shall not be one
stone left upon another, but all shall
be cast down":" "l should say," was
the reply "that the author of that
statement expected people to have
some sense." There is of course, al
ways danger of error in taking for
granted that our judgments are the
judgments of common sense; but a
similar danger applies to every de-

partment of thought and action.
0. Cultivate spiritual sympathy

with the Bible ; for it is a spiritual
book. It is full of rich historical
color, it abounds in curious facts anil
striking characters, and has an im-

mense wealth of allusion to phenom-
ena of nature and of human life ; but
all is pervaded by a supreme and con-

trolling spirituality. lVrons utterly
destitute of spirituality often sadly
fail to understand, and some can

even ridicule, when, If they had
proper spiritual sympathies, they
would as soon think' of ridiculing
their mother's last words on her dy
ing bed. Other things are very de
sirable for a just interpretation of the
Scripture. .Spiritual sympathies,
genuine and ever freshly cherished
are indispensable.

Labor for Others.

ChriKtian Observer.

In every human life there are pos
sibilities beyond the human range of
mortal mind or even angel under
standing, to the divine. I feel with
in me the divine spark, choked,
alas ! by human passion, by individ
ual frailities, but still It smoulders,
ready at some time to burst into a
flame. God's mercy planted, and his
grace alone can nourish and kindle
it.

The key-no- te of every truly suc
cessful life Is labor, not simply for
self, but others! This bloated, de
graded man is my brother with still
some impress of God's hand. Shall I
pass him by to the other side ? Ah,
no ; but by words of comfort and
hope, and every effort in my power,
I must strive to restore the lost man-
hood, and return him to bo a bles
sing and help to others. This fallen
woman Is there a more miserable
fate than this in the M'hole universe ?

is ray sister. Shall I, as others do,
gather my garments around me
as if her touch would contaminate,
and add another ache to the poor,
heart of one perhaps more sinned
against than sinning? Are we better
than the Master, who forgave the
outcast? No; better throw around all
snc the mantle of Christian char
ity. You know not their temptation.
Show them where rest can be found.

And if these lines should meet the
eye of one bearing in his life the
ghost of hidden sorrow or shame be
strong my brother, my sister. Turn
to others weak and tempted as you
were and raise your voice in warn
ing, and give your hand in helping,
It is nseless to fill the golden present
with vain regrets for the past, or fear
for the unknown future. Look for
the work nearest you, and do it ; you
will not have to seek far. The bur
den of human misery is so great, mil-

lions of willing hands are needed In
raising the heavy load.
"We must not hope to be mowers,

And gather the ripe, gold ears,
Unless we have first been 60wers,

And watered the furrows with tears,
It is not just as we take it,

This mystical world of ours;

Life's field is just as we make it
A harve.st of thorns or of flowers.

L. V. G.

The Purest and Best

Articles known to medical science
are used in preparing Hood's Sarsap- -

arilla. Every ingredient is carefully
selected, personally examined, and
onlv the best retained. The medi
cine is prepared under the supervis
ion of thoroughly competent pharma
cists, and every step in the process of
manufacture is carefully watched
with a view to securing in Hood's
Sarsaparilla the best possible result.

Some look upon successes and fail
ures as lucky accidents or calamitous
mishancesand wonder what the next
turn of fortune's wheel is to bring
them. Others profit by both, and, by
studying their cause and the laws
which govern them, become wiser
and more able to insure a permanent
and steady success In the future.

A Very Good Eeason.

Druggists who are selling Smith's
Tonic Syrup, made by Dr. John Bull,
of Louisville. Ivy., wonder that its
sales increase so rapidly. At first,
they began to buy a quarter or a half
dozen, Dut found that amount was
something sold in a single day, and
now they say they are obliged to
buy in half gross and gross lots in
order to keep a supply on hand.
There is a very good reason why
Smith's Tonic syrup should sen so
well. There is not much newspaper
advertising done, but it advertises
itself. Every bottle used is an ad
vertisement, for it does exactly what
it is expected to do. It will break
up the chills and fever in less time
than any other drug. It will pre- -
vent and quickly cure colds, influen
za, la grippe, etc. In fact, it can be
substituted for quinine in every in
stance, and with better satisfaction,
for its eliect is more certain and re
liable, and it never leaves the un
pleasant enects that quinine some
times does. Marian Co. Signal.

As. reasonably expect, oaks irom a
mush-roo- bed, as great and durable
products from small and hasty ef
forts.

Subscribe for Uie Standard. $1.00.

wherei Our Country Excels the
World.

New York Ledger.

It Is well known that the United
States are equalled or surpassed-b- y is
three other powers in respect of ter-

ritory, while they are commonly sup-
posed to be markedly Inferior to En
gland and France in point of accu
mulated wealth. Who, then, would
imagine that, as regards Tail ways,
which require a vast capital to build
and a dense population to support
them, our country excels not only
any other nation, but any five other
nations combined? Such, however,
is shown to be the case by statistics
compiled for 188S, when we had more
than one hundred and fifty-sev- en

thousand miles of railway. We
learn, for instance, that Brazil,
whose area is about as large as that
of the United States, hud, at the
date mentioned, only five thousand
five hundred and forty-nin- e miles of
iron track ; Russia, which, Including
biberlaand Central
three times as large, hadaSmore, than nineteen
while the British dominions, which,
Including Australia, India, South
Africa and British America, arer

more than there times greater than
our own country, contained only
about sixty thousand miles, all told.
Next in amount of railroad mileage
comes the German Empire, which
has rather more than twenty-fiv- e

thousand ; JFrance, which, including
Algeria and its other colonial posses'
sions, has about one thousand less;
and Austro-IIungar- v. which has
nearly sixteen thousand. Such
were the elements of comparison In
1888, and we may be sure that by
the dawn of the twentieth century
the superiority of the American rail
way system, in respect of magnitude,
will be even more transcendent.

Salt Every Day. '

Dairy cattle should have access to
salt ejvery day, and salt should be ad
ded to their stable feed. A series of
experiments has convinced me that
when cows are denied salt for a period
of even one week they will yield
from 13 to 17 per cent leas milk,
and that of an inferior quality. Such
milk will on an overage turn sour in
twenty-fou- r hours les3 time than
milk drawn from the same or similar
cows receiving salt, all other condi
tions of treatment being equal. Com
fortable quarters are indispensable to
the health and well-bein- g of cows.
Stables during the winter should have
a temperature constantly within the
range of 40 to 55 degrees Fah. In
summer time a shade should be pro
vided in the pasture fields or adjacent
thereto to protect against the bristle- -
making influence of July and August
suns, in all the management of cows
such conditions should be provided
and such care even as will insure ex
cellent health and apparent content
ment. When practicable, milking
should be done by the same person,
with regularity as to time. He only
that hath clcau hands should be al
lowed to milk a cow. I say "he" be-

cause I think the men of the farm
should do all the milking, at least
during the winter months. I have
exercised the right of changing my
mind on that subject since I left the
farm. It is no more difficult to milk
with dry hands than with them wet.
It is certainly more cleanly, and
leaves the milk in a much more de-

sirable condition for table use or
manufacture. Pure stable atmos
phere is Indispensable to prevent con
tamination from that source. Im
mediate straining will remove im
purities which otherwise might be
di&solved, to the permanent injury of
the whole product.

Dyspepsia and Baldness.

St. Louis Globe-Democra-

"Did you ever observe," said Dr.
James, "that a dyspeptic person who
has suffered with the disease for a
year or more is, nine cases out of ten,
bald? The disease has a peculiar
effect upon the hair. It causes it to
become weak and very dry. The
least pull will bring out a handful.
There is no known remedy that will
prevent the hair from falling out if a
man's stomach is out of order."

We are so constituted that, the
more our animal nature is curbed!
and restrained,, the greater becomes
the soul's supremacy over it; but on
the other hand, the more we indulge
it and yield to its demands, the more
we loseour wr poe of self-contr- ol, un
til at length the will is utterly de
throned, and we are carried head
long down the path to hopeless disis- -

ter.

To Clean Shoes.

New York Tribune.
It is not generally known that the

easiest way to clean shoes or rubber
overshoes which have become muddy

with vaseline. A little "swab" of
flannel on (he end of a stick is good
for the purpose. Even if the vaseline
touches the hands It forms a coating
over them, so that the task is not so
unpleasant as it otherwise would be.
Such a dressing as this Is sufficient for
some fine kid shoes, but others may
need a coat of polish. If the polish is
put on after a coat of vaseline, it is
not liable to crack leather and it lasts
much longer. Rubber overshoes es-

pecially look much better and last
much longer if cleaned in this way
than if tfley are washed with water.
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W -C- HICKEN-
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Thousands of dollars worth of

chickens axe destroyed by Cholera
every year. It is more fatal to them
than all other diseases combined.
But the discovery of a liquid remedy
that positively destroys the Microbes
has been made. Half of the young
chickens are killed by Microbes
before they are fryers. A 50-ce-

bottle is enough for ioo chickens.
It is guaranteed. If, after using
two-third- s of a bottle you are not
satisfied with it as a cure for Chol-
era, return it to the druggist from
whom you purchased it, and he will
refund your money.
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McMinnville, Tenn.
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