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We do not publish annonymous commu-
nications under any circumstances. The
real name of the author must accompany
every communication, or else it will be con-
signed to the waste basket. We do not pub-

lish the names of correspondents, but want
them simply as a guarantee of good faith.

All calls on candidates, obituaries, trib-

utes of respect, etc.. are charged for as ad-

vertising matter. Simpleannouncements of
deaths, marriages, etc., will be published
without charge, and our friends all over the
county will confer a favor by furnishing us
with such as soon after their occurence as
possible.

The race for the Republican Con-

gressional nomination in the Second
District has narrowed down to Ilouk
and Woodruff.

There are two matters it seems
very difficult to get reliable reports
upon. They arc the war in Chili,
and the state or Secretary Blaine's
health.

The annual convention of the
Middle Tennessee Sunday School As-

sociation will be held at Springfield
July 23d and 24th. Every Sunday
School in Middle Tennessee is urged
to send a delegate.

Mr. S. A. Cunningham, who has
been on the American's staff for sev-

eral years, has been selected as a
special agent to raise funds for the
Davis monument, and is now giving
his entire time to that work.

The papers this week have con-

tained accounts of a big opening ball
at the Monteagle hotel. This popular,
amusement used to be on the prohib-

ited list of that famous summer re-

sort. Has Monteagle lowered its
standard? or has dancing been spirit-
ualized up there?

Mrs. Jefferson Davis has giv-

en out the decision that the body of
her distinguished husband shall be
finally interred at Richmond. This
was in accordance with the wish of a
majority of Confederate veterans who
had written Mrs. Davis on the sub-

ject.

The new ballot reform law of Ohio
requires that each party ticket shall
bear some distinctive device, and in
accordance with this requirement the
Democratic convention on Wednes-

day, by acclamation, selected the old
Democratic rooster as the emblem of

the party in that State. There will
be some great crowing when they are
turned out of the ballot boxes with a
big round majority for Campbell.

"We have reached a time when
the democratic party can afford to be
democratic."

The Chattanooga News of last Mon-

day prints the above at the head of
its editorial column. We do not
know just what the News is striking
at, but we copy it simply to remark
that there never was a time when
the Democratic party could afford
to be anything else than Demo-

cratic. Whenever the party truckles
to undemocratic measures or men,
simply forthe sake of expediency, it
looses ground.

We print on our inside pages this
week, several articles of special inter
est to farmers, particularly the pro1

ducers of wheat. It appears from the
statements of well posted authorities
that the world's supply of this cereal
is short, and the indications are that
this year's crop will not increase the
surplus. It is claimed in one of these
articles that the prices of nearly all
farm produgts generally rise and fall
with wheat. If this be true, the out-

look for the farmer in tha near future
is very encouraging, for it is quite
probable that wheat will soon reach
the dollar mark, to remain perma
nently at or above that figure.

The American can't prove any-

thing about its solvency by quoting
figures at which its stock has boon sold.
There is frequently a vast disparity
between the actual cash or its eqiva-le- nt

passed over in the transfers of

property and the figures which are
placed oft the court records. The

American's stock has been watered
and juggled with so much of late
years, we doubt if there is a court in
the land which could find out what
it is really worth. The American's
Democracy was likewise watered
with so much Alliance swill last
summer that it got to be awful thin,
and it took frequent and lavish coat-

ings of it to shield Brother Buchanan
from the stormy weather he encoun-ere- d

during the campaign.

We endorse the suggestion of our
contemporary that the democratic
county executive committees "select
some competent man to act . as Gov-

ernor pro tern during the special ses-

sion who will read over the laws it
may pass and see that they contain
no blunders to make them inopera-
tive. New Era.

We are really glad we have been
able to make one suggestion that our
neighbor can endorse. We are sorry
however, that we cannot second the
Era's further suggestion as to the gen-

tleman to fill the place he would be
fully as incapable as the present In-be-

We are sorry, too, that we
cannot return the compliment by
recommending any ot the numerous
editors of the Era, past or present, for
the same reason.

The Nashville papers have been
criticising Comptroller Allen right
sharply during the last week on two
points. First, depositing large sums
of money in bank to his own credit as
Comptroller, instead of turning same
immediately over to the State Treas-

urer, and second, retaining a com-

mission of IJ per cent on certain rail-

road taxes collected by him, amount-
ing to about fl,500 per annum. The
Comptroller is not charged with any
corruption whatever. He has made
a statement in which he accounts for
every cent of the State's money which
he has received, and claims that his
acts are fully within the law. The
trouble is, the law is rather vague on
both points, and should be amended
as soon as possible, so as to specifical-

ly require him to turn over to the
Treasurer immediately all State mon-

eys coming into his hands, without
retaining any commissions whatever.
The salary he receives is sufficient
compensation for the office.

Does the Standard, in its enlighten-
ed wisdom, presume to say that the
Government will coin 85 cents worth
of silver into a dollar for the mine
owner ? New Era.

That is precisely what we under-
stand free coinage to mean. If the
converting of silver bullion into coin
would not to some extent increase its
value, why do you suppose the own-

ers of the bullion would be so clam-

orous for its free coinage? Under
our present system of coinage, our
silver money is good as gold. We
believe that free coinage of silver
will change this, will depereciate sil-

ver and give us currency with two
different standards of value. We
believe this condition of things will
be detrimental to the best interests
of the laboring classes, farmers, me-

chanics, or whatever their occupa-tio- n

may be. We see no fault to find
with our present silver money. By
our present system of coinage the cur-

rency is being increased about five
million dollars per month, about one
million of which is profit to the
Government, releiving the people of

just that much taxation. Under free
coinage the increase in currency
would probably be greater, but the
people as a whole would get no bene-

fit from it, and we believe that the
silver money would depreciate in the
hands of the people to such an extent
as to make the change very disas-

trous to them.

Perhaps the leading topic of con-- ,

versation and newspaper comment
throughout all Tennessee this week
has been the published defense of
John II. McDowell to the Ameri-
can's charges. He makes a sweeping
denial of all the charges, and comes
back at the American with a long
list of counter charges. He presents
a bristling array of statements from
both white and colored citizens of
Arkansas to sustain his defense. Sim-

ply uptn the face his defense appears
quite full and complete, but just how
much of the many statements he pre
sents will stand the test of investiga
tion remains to be determined by fu
ture developments. The American
gives, notice that it has another
broadside in preparation, by which it
promises to demolish the greater part
of McDowell's evidence. McDowell
has at least cleared himself in the
minds of a tpajority of his Alliance
friends. No matter what further tes
timony the American may present,
it cannot shake their faith in him, at
least upon his Arkansas record. Mc-

Dowell did not touch upon tlw mat-
ter of his double dealing with Mu-cun- e,

another great Alliance mogul.
That will douUliss give him mucli
more trouble inside the Alliance ! hasi

the Arkansas busine&s. The weakest
part of McDowell's defense is his ex
cuse for not bringing a libel suit
against the American, claiming that
the American is insolvent, and that if
he should get a judgment it could not
be collected. If the gentleman only
puts a dollars and cents value upon
his character, he cannot blame other
people for estimating it upon the
same low plane. His failure to bring
suit against the American proves a
weak spot in his defense. It is a tacit
acknowledgment of his inability to
disprove the charges against him in
a court of Justice. There is a large
element of the public who cannot be
brought to believe Mr. McDowell al-

together guiltless of the American's
charges by anything short of a court
judgment in his favor and against
that paper. His "defense" may be
perfectly satisfactory to himself and
his admirers, but he is by no means
"out of the woods" yet in the eyes of
the general public.

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO
ABOUT IT.

"It would be idle to deny that
political affairs in Tennessee are
reaching a critical point, which is a
point of danger to the Democratic
party. The unwise policy adopted
by tha party leaders last year to hug
up the Alliance leaders and give
them practical control of. the party
organization was, in truth, a surren
der of Democratic independence and
dignity.

"When the American as the organ
of the party at the capital, and the
leaders of the party united with Mr.
McDowell to elect a President of the
Alliance as Governor of the State,
a false step was taken which
has resulted in serious injury
to the party. When the American
united with McDowell in instituting
a clam policy of campaign which
closed the mouths of Democratic
speakers and prevented them from
boldly declaring Democratic princi-
ples and combatting Alliance heresy,
the subordination of Democratic
principles to a cowardly expediency
became the order of the day.

"The result of such a policy was the
triumph of the Alliance leaders in a
campaign in which Democratic can-

didates were subjected to the inquisi-
tion of the Alliance catachism, while
Democratic speakers high in office
and in the service of the people did
not dare to condemn McDowell and
the Alliance methods and were com-

pelled to submit to the humiliation
of assenting to the support of a candi-
date who would not and dared not
tell the people how he stood upon
the most conspicuous public ques-

tions of the day. j

"By thus fostering undemocratic
policies and electing undemocratic
candidates in 1890 the party leaders
not only threw away the best and
truest opportunity of combatting er
ror and maintaining the integrity of
the Democratic organization, but
mightily multiplied the difficulties in
the way of the party in another elec-

tion."
The above appears as an editorial

in Wednesday's Nashville Banner,
under the heading of "Lost Oppo-
rtunity." It is not a very pleasing
picture for the Democrats of the
State to contemplate, and the most
unpleasing part of it is the solid, rock-ribbe- d

tt uth of the statements. The
Banner sets forth nothing in the
above but unimpeachable and incon-

trovertible fatlts. It cannot be truth-
fully denied by the most optimistic
adherents of the party that the situa-

tion i3 a critical one for the Demo-

cracy, but we do not believe it is
necessarily dangerous. The party
yet has ample strength to retrieve its
lost ground and win a signal victory
next year if it only has the back-

bone. It will require the combined
efforts of all true Democrats in every
county in the State. The Alliance,
in its political capacity, is an enemy
to the Democratic party in Tennes
see, and must be met and combatted
as such. It is all the more danger-
ous enemy because there are so many
good Democrats within its ranks
who do not comprehend its real ten
dencies and effects. It is a time for
earnest, thoughtful consideration for
Democrats, and they must act with
more firmess and decision than they
did last year, if the dignity of the
party is -- to be maintained in the
State.

Crossville Sentinel: J. H. McDow
ell intimates that he would sue the
American if ho thought a judgment
auainst it would be worth unvthinsr.
Mac is evidently looking out for the
money there is in it more tlian he is
- Ijor ms cnanicier.

It: the bicycle race last Friday,
the dwtane from .NaslfviJle to
Franklin, 17 miles, wr.s covered in
diie hour and three minutes.

john h. Mcdowell.

He Answers the American With Coun
ter Charges, and a Long Array of

Statements.

The defense or answer of John II.
McDowell to the expose or his Ar-

kansas record and charges made
against him by the Nashville Ameri-
can, was given to the public last
Monday afternoon through the Nash-
ville Banner, and filled fourteen
columns of that paper, and an addi-
tional column followed the next day.
He denies the charges brought against
him by the American, and char-
acterizes the authors of the statements
published in that paper as "notori-
ously wicked adulterers, drunkards,
murderers, keepers of Sunday gam-
bling belli and the statements of a
few other men of better character
who have been misled by the fre-
quent misrepresentations of the for-
mer classes who hate me because I
condemned their immoral lives when
I lived among them."

McDowell reiterates his charge of
conspiracy on the part of the Ameri-
can to ruin him socially and political-
ly, and also charges that ;the Ameri-
can is fighting the Alliance through
him. He scoffs at the idea of suing
the American for libel, and gives as
his reason for declining to bring suit
that the American is insolvent and
nothing could be made out of a
judgment against the concern, claim
ing that a number of judgments are
now resting against it, but cannot be
collected.

He presents more than fifty aff-
idavits from various persons, the
most of them sworn to, in rebuttal of
the American's charges and in vindi-
cation ol his good character while a
resident of Arkansas. We give space
to one of these statements, being
about the fullest and most compre-
hensive of the lot. It is that of J. H.
Jones, whom McDowell characterizes
as, "a lifelong Democrat, a brave
Confederate soldier, a prominent
citizen of Red Fork Township, and a
Christian gentleman and officer in
the Methodist Church," It is as fol-

lows :

"I knew J. II. McDowell intimate-
ly from the time he came to Arkan-
sas until he left. We owned adjoin-
ing farms and lived within a quarter
of a mile of each other. I knew him
to be a strong Democrat all the time
he was here and that he always work-
ed for and voted the Democratic
ticket. We were friends and worked
together at each election. He was
Justice of the Peace for three or more
years while living near me. He dis-

charged his official duty with fidelity
and honesty. When he first entered
the office of Justice of the Peace, to
fill a vacancy caused by the resigna-tio- n

of a man who was afraid to en-

force the law, there was very little
protection of law to human life in this
district. J. H. McDowell fearlessly
executed the law and made a good
many enemies among the immoral
class, who were in the majority and
did not want the Jaw enforced. The
charge made in the American that
he hunted up little petty cases or
wrongfully confused labor on larms
by litigation I brand as false. I was
in and around his office a great deal
and never knew him to hunt up a
litigation or issue a writ unless it was
demanded on the affidavit of some
one. I was a Justice of the Peace in
Red Fork Township for three years
after he left and had as his successor
his docket. I examined his fee bills
and always found them in accordance
with law. As to the charge publish-
ed in the American that he made
two thousand dollars a year out of
the office.it is untrue. His docket does
not show the half of it. The charge
published in the Nashville American
that Esq. McDowell affiliated with
negroes, running about at night or-

ganizing them, or eating with them,
js a base slander upon the reputation
of an honorable citizen, who, while
he lived among us, conducted him-
self socially and morally as a gentle-
man in every sense of the word. I
am satisfied the charges were in-

stigated by malice and personal spite.
I have been a resident of this dis-

trict and county for forty years.
Have been a life-lon- g Democrat and
always voted and worked for the
nominees of the Democratic party.
When J. N. Grayson was elected
County Court Clerk, October 13, 1874,

Aaron Goza, M. W. Quilling, John
W. Todd, Esq., J. R. Cox, It. Mal-pu- s,

myself and J. II. McDowell, all
Democrats, agreed to make Grayson's
bond, as was then and is still the cus-

tom, provided he would allow some
good Democrat to control the oflice
as deputy in order to insure the
records of our county being kept in
a safe and proper manner. It w as
agreed when we went on the bond
that Ivq. McDowell should supervise

theofficeand arrange for some good
Democrat to take charge of the office
as regular deputy and control it.
Esq. McDowell did so, while Gray,
son went home, a distance of about
thirty miles, and remained several
days, while Kq. McDowell had
charge of the oflice, trying to arrange
for a deputy to take charge of it.
After Grayson returned an agree-
ment was reached between him and
James Murphy, satisfactory to Esq.
McDowell and the other bondsmen,
for James' Murphy to take charge of
the office". I never heard that J. II.
McDowell ever qualified as deputy
clerk, but by agreement was in
charge of the office a few days, while
endeavoring to make some perma-
nent arrangement for a regular
deputy clerk that would satisfy and
protect the bondsmen. Esq. Mc-
Dowell put on foot and largely with
his own means built a Baptist church
in this community, and did ciore'
than any other man to build up the
morals of the people and sustain the
cause of Christianity. Esq. McDowell
was known here as a temperance
man. He opposed intemperance
publicly and privately, and the inti-
mation that he carried whisky
around to get votes is absurd. His
character for sobriety, morality,
Christianity and strict integrity was
unquestioned when he left here.

J. II. Jones.
"Sworn to before J. C. Collins,

Justice of the Peace."

OHIO DEMOCRATS.

Campbell Renominated for Governor
on First Ballot.

The Democratic State Convention
of Ohio convened at Cleveland last
Wednesday and Gov.
Jas. E. Campbell on the first ballot.

Allen W. Thurman, son of the
"Old Roman," was made temporary
chairman, and covered himself with
glory by a vigorous tariff reform
speech.

Following are the planks of the
platform adopted which bear upon
National issues :

"We are opposed to all class legis-

lation and believe in a tariff levied
for the sole purpose of producing a
revenue sufficient to defray the legiti-
mate expenses of the government,
economically administered. We ac-

cept the issue tendered to us by the
Republican party on the subject of
the tariff, as represented by the

McKinley tariff act, confident
that the verdict of the people of Ohio
will be recorded against the iniqui-tiou- s

policy of so-call- protection,
championed by the Republican party
in the interest of favored classes
against the masses.

"We favor a graded income tax.
"We denounce the demonetization

of silver in 1873 by the party then in
power as an iniquitous alteration of
the money standard in favor of cred-

itors and against debtors, taxpayers
and producers, and which by shut-
ting off one of the sources of supply
of primary money operates continual-
ly to increase the value of gold, de-

press prices, hamper industry and
disparage enterprise; and we demand
the reinstatement of the constitution-
al standard of both gold and silver,
with the equal right of each to free
and unlimited coinage.

"We favor closer commercial rela-

tions with our Canadian neighbors,
and the removal of the embarrassing
and annoying restrictions, which only
vex our people, without yielding any
substantial revenue to the govern-
ment.

"We favor liberal and just pensions
to deserving and disabled soldiers
and sailors who fought for the main-
tenance of the government, and like
pensions to their widows and orphan
children."

Nine members of the committee ou
resolutions offered the following mi-

nority report, which was defeated by
300 ayes to 400 nyes:

"We believe in honest money, the
coinage of gold and silver and circu-
lating medium convertible into such
money without loss, and we oppose
all legislation which tends to drive
either gold or silver out of circula-
tion; and we believe in maintaining
the coinage of both metals on a pari-
ty."

"We also recommend that the reso-

lution declaring for a graduated tax
on incomes be stricken from the plat-

form."

Giles County Democrat : Our fight
against McDowell was on account of
his actions 'on the Sub-treasu- ry

scheme, and his disposition to try to
disrupt the Democratic party in Ten-
nessee. We believ.e he is a traitor to
Democracy, and is trying to drag it
into the third party.

Out of 1,100 Texas farmer, mem-
bers of the Aliance, at Ft.
Worth last Saturday there not a sin-
gle advocate of the sub-treasur-


