
A DRUMMER’S ROMANCE. ONE OF THE FIRST PIANOS MADE.Engliith Friendly Societies.

The returns of some of the large 
friendly societies for 1890 are now com
ing in, and notwithstanding the in
creased expenditure caused by the in
fluenza epidemic in the early part of the . 
year, the figures in most cases show 'V K r°us things found in the columns 
large increases, both in members and i °' matrimonial advertisements in the

papers of that morning. One told this 
story :

“I have a friend who until a year 
ago resided !n Chicago, but who 
lives at Sioux City, whose marriage 
was brought about by a matrimonial 
advertisement, but it did not occur in 
just the w^such unions are supposed 

He inserted an advertisement in 
one of the Chicago papers for the 
purpose many do—just for the fun of 
the thing.
be a young lady wishing to correspond 
with a young gentleman matrimonially 
inclined. Several young men answered 
the advertisement, and he derived not 
a little quiet fun hi the deception he 
was practicing. One of his correspon
dents wrote a beautiful hand and the 
letters were models of composition.

“The ‘old, old story, ever new, 
repeated in those elegantly written and 
delicately perfumed letters in a man
ner that would have won the heart of 
a princess. My friend half regretted at 
times that he was not really what he 
had represented himself to be, for he 
believed that the author of the letters 
was a young man whose love any lady 
might be proud of. At first he laughed 
at the letters, then he admired them, 
and later on he was sorry he had 
ried the deception so far, for he felt 
that he had interested a heart that 
was too deep, too pure, too earnest for 
trifling.

My friend personated the ideal young 
lady as nearly as it is possible to do by 
letter. Finally an exchange of photo
graphs followed. My friend sent the 
photograph of a young lady of perfect 
beauty, and received in return that of 
a handsome young man. 
waited patiently for the young man to 
propose a meeting, and marveled much 
that he did not do so.

THE KOOTENAI HERALD Stallion» Fight.

One of the most terrible battles that 
I probably ever took place between 
ranch stallions occurred near the home

Two Voung Lover« Impoied I'pon Each 

Other, but It. Ended in Marriage.

Sunday morning several traveling j
men were discussing the strange and ! r;inc*1 °* Hie Little Missouri Horse farm

in the spring of 1888, at the time when 
the several bunches or droves of horses 
were being driven in from the ranges 
for an account of stock and for the 
branding of the young colts. It hap
pened by the merest chance that three 
droves came in together, with the stal
lions leading Naturally the three 
joined, and at once arose the question 
of leadership. This could only be 
settled by a battle, and before the 

I herders could begin to form any plan 
j for separating them, the three stallions 
were engaged in fiercest battle.

As described by those who saw it, 
this battle was so savage and so bloody 
that it seemed certain that at least one
of the combatants must be killed. It ! texture. The frame on which the strings 
lasted a little more than twenty min- are stretched is of wood, while the frame 
utes, and when the "smoke of battle” | 
drifted away and the fight was done, a ]
big gray Percheron called Napoleon j ^ay’ an<^ the interior 
was seen to be the victor, and he it ; much the same as in vogue at present, 
was that, with uplifted head and proud- ! . The fact thaî the ancient instrument 
ly curved tail, led the company of « m such a good state of preservation is

mares and colts to the pastures, while a l“ffh tSfnte. % ^e.°d (tlrae p!ano .. . . . . . 1 , ’ , " makers. They l*»ilt their instruments to
the two defeated ones marched to- la8t. This is said not to be the case ^

many of the present piano manufacturers.
The superannuated instrument has an 

interesting history.
Century had counted off but three years 
when it was bought by an English gen
tleman for his family of the makers, J.

Interesting History of an Old Musical In- 

*triim«Tiit That Has Traveled.

In a music store on Third street, be- 
; tween Marion and Columbia, there is an 
old piano which attracts much attention. T

The old musical instrument is of the 
upright style and is in a fair state of 
preservation, though it is nearly one hun
dred years old. It has a keyboard with 
white keys for the regular notes, and 
black keys for the sharps and flats, just 
like the pianos of today. These, when 
deftly touched, cause the ancient instru
ment to discourse most eloquently.

No one could tell its great age by hear
ing it played on. Its tones are still har
monious and tuneful, though, of course, 
it cannot be compared with the best 
pianos of today, when volume or modula
tion of tone is considered. Its front is 
ornamented with wooden scrollwork, 
behind which is a crimson cloth of fine
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funds. The Ancient Order of Foresters, 
numerically the largest, with its 700,000 
members, added 17,587 to its number 
and £159,303 to its funds, bringing the 
reserve capital up to £4,500,000. This 
society appears to be rapidly “leveling 
up" its actuarial deficiency, the returns 
showing that a proportion equal to 73.4 
of its members are now paying graduated 
contributions according to age, as against 
59.5 five years ago.

The Manchester Unity of Odd Fellows 
comes slightly behind the Foresters in 
respect to numbers, but occupies far and 
away the front rank of all societies in 
wealth, its invested capital reaching the 
magnificent amount of £7,250,000.

The Hearts of Oak, the largest cen
tralized society without branches, has 
been advancing of late years by leaps and 
bounds. Its annual report shows that in 
1890 it added 10,000 to its membership, 
which now numbers 140,000, and £76,000 
to its funds, totaling its reserve capital 
up to £1,157,518. This society admits no 
one to its membership over thirty years 
of age, and is chiefly recruited from the 
ranks of small shopkeepers, clerks and 
skilled artisans.

MAKE ME A SONG.

Ont of the silenet» make me a song,
Beautiful, sad and soft and low;

Let the loveliest music sound along 
And wing each note with wail of woe.

Dim and drear;
As hope's last tear 

Out of the silence make mo a hymn 
Whose sounds are shadows soft and dim.

Out of the stillness in your heart—
A thousand songs are sloping there— 

Make me but one, thou child of art.
The song of a hope in a last despair.

Dark and low,
A chant of woe;

Out of the stillness, tone by tone.
Soft as a snowflake, wild as a moan.

Out on the dark recesses flash me a song, 
Brightly dark and darkly bright;

Let it sweep as a love star sweeps along 
The mystical shadows of the night.

Sing it sweet.
Where nothing is drear, or dark, or dim.
And earth songs melt into heaven's hymn.

—Father Kyan.
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SUPERSTITIONS OF ACTRESSES.

Sign of the Tom Cat—The Hunchback. 
Offenbach’s Kvll Eye. getlier, like whipped curs, dejectedly 

in the rear.It is singular, in fact, to note how 
Parisian actresses are attracted—as moths 
round a flame that will singe them—by 
the belief in signs and warnings and 
omens. Mme. Favart, a sociétaire at the 
Theatre Française, asserts that when a cat, 
and especially a black tom cat. comes of 
its own accord, with tail erect, purring 
round the stage, it is a good sign. Theo, 
who “sings so delightfully with her 
shoulders,” as the Nestors of theatrical 
criticism aver, believes that it is very un
lucky to catch sight of a hunchback and 
not. touch his hump. The pretty actress 
will, in fact, go out of her way and dodge 
one a mile to get a chance to do so, as if 
by accident and without being 
Croizette, who retired from the stage of 
the Comédie Française on a pension and 
married a rich banker, attributes her suc
cess in life to the fact that one day she 
picked up a horseshoe.

Some cantatrices are also hi chi y super
stitious. Among those who belong 
or less to the Paris stage I may instance 
Adelina Patti. Adelina Maria Clorinda 
Patti—and indeed the whole musical tribe 
of the Strakosch and Patti brood— 
strongly believe in the jettatore, or “evil 
eye.” Patti will not sing where there is 
a cross eyed conductor, just as the blonde 
Sarah will not play by the side of 
actor whose orgau of vision is askew: and, 
as those who, like Patti, have been happy 
and successful are more liable to this 
fascination, the prima donna never fails 
to wear a bracelet or necklace of precious 
stones—even shells and corals will do—to 
counteract the malignant influence which 
darts from the eyeballs of certain envious 
and angry persons.
Offenbach, who possessed the evil eye, 
brought ill luck with him wherever he 
went; that he passed through the Rue 
Lepeletier the night the old opera house 
was destroyed by fire, when poor Emma 
Livry was burned alive in the only ballet 
Offenbach ever had represented at the 
opera, and that Mme. Berthelier died 
while playing In the “Vie Parisienne,” 
for which he wrote the score.

I have also been told that Paola Marie, 
of the Opera Comique, and her sister 
Galll Marie, both wear amulet rings to 
avert the snake like fascination which is 
currently attributed to Count Gabrielli, 
the well known boulevarder.

Zulma Bouffar once told me that she 
never would think of washing her hands 
—as it often happens behind the scenes to 
many of the music hall singers—in the 
water used by another person, not that 
she considered the act as so very unclean, 
but rather because she knew that the 
parties were bound to quarrel soon after, 
unless one of the two spat in the basin I 
And I may add parenthetically that I 

saw a dancing girl, whose veracity 
was questioned by another member of the 
talent, suddenly draw back with some 
show of indignation, spit on the ground, 
stamp the boards with her foot, and raise 
her right hand, saying, “l swear it!”— 
Paris Cor. Inter Ocean.

In this instance, although the fight 
was an unusually desperate one, and 
all three horses were badly cut and 
torn, none of the three suffered more
than temporary discomfort.—Harper’s ! & J. Hopkinson, of Regent street, Lon- 
Weekly. j don. It was made in the year 1802 and

sold in 1803. It passed as an heirloom 
from one member of the family to an
other until it came into the possession of 

terstate commerce law forbidding the a branch that left London for America 
granting of railroad passes, there is j in the year 1864. The voyage was made 
scarcely a railroad company in the | in the celebrated ship Robert Lowe.

During the voyage a heavy gale was en
countered, and the piano was washed 
overboard with other things, but was 
finally fished out of the briny ocean.

The family that brought the instru- V 
ment to America settled at Victoria, B. ' 
C., and they passed away one by one 
until only two sisters were left. Finally 
one of these died and the other became 

App ications for passes are made on insane with grief. Then it became nec- 
a great variety of grounds. Women essary to administer on the estate of the 
who have sick relatives and friends to ; sisters, and the piano was sold by order 
whom they want to go form a very ; of the probate court. The instrument 
large class of pass beggars. Chauncey i then fell into the hands of a gentleman 
M. Depew sees a large number of this ; named Johnson, who resided in Victo- 
class. His wide celebrity and reputa
tion for geniality makes him the favor
ite game of impecunious persons hunt
ing for passes.

All railroad presidents endeavor to 
dodge the applicants for passes, but 
they only partly succeed. Many appli
cants, when told that the president is 
too busy to see them, calmly sit down 
outside of his office door and wait until 
he comes out. Sometimes they wait 
half a day, and then fail to get the de
sired pass.—New York Times.

The NineteenthIn the aggregate these three societies 
total up an adult membership of 1,500,- 
000, with 144,000 juvenile members and a 
gross invested capital of over £13,000,000.

The great burial collecting societies 
constitute quite another class, at the 
head of which stands the Prudential, 
with assets worth £12,000,000, and which 
claims to have 9,000,000 policies in force. 
The Prudential is a joint stock limited 
company, which began with a capital of 
£2,500 about forty years ago. A few years 
since this grew to £200,000. According 
to a statement recently made by Sir Her
bert Maxwell in the house of commons 
the shareholders in 1887 received divi
dends equal to 400 per cent, on the orig
inal capital, besides bonuses amounting 
to £399,600.—St. James’ Gazette.

car-

Railroad Pass IteggarN.

Although there is a clause in the in

country that does not issue thousands 
of passes every year. In this city there 
are some railroad men high in authority 
who find it necessary to devote two or 
three hours each week to the counter
signing of blank passes which their pri
vate secretaries subsequently fill in as 
directed.

seen.

My friend

more “A few strong hints written between 
the lines had the desired effect, but the 
correspondent strangely expressed 
desire to call at the home of my friend, 
but named the lobby of a certain thea
ter as the place of meeting, 
tain hour each should appear there 
wearing a yellow rose for a boutonnier. 
At length the farce was to be ended, 
and my friend repaired to the rendez
vous, secretly hoping that he would 
not be recognized.

and sent him to quiet the unruly youths, guilty trepidation he reached the 
but with no effect. Then the Ohioan 
arose, tied a suspender around his waist, 
rolled up the sleeves of his nightshirt 
and walked to the door whence came 
the riotous sounds. He knocked, and 
one of the fellows opened it. The Ohio 
man didn’t stop to talk. He charged 
into that room, belted one youth in the 
neck, kuocking him on top of the bed.
Quick as a flash he seized the other and 
hurled him bodily across the first. Then 
he pounded their heads together while
he regained his breath, and told them j wt‘** -vou <-an guess the rest, 
that if they woke him up again he would : love letters were not written in vain, 
come in and throw both of them through j and they are as happy today as two

cooing doves, and they have several
He slept in peace nntil breakfast time, j dovelets in the home nest too. "__Chi-

—Philadelphia Press.

Tlie Ohioan Wanted to Sleep.

Sunday evening two young men retired 
in one of the principal hotels and went 
to sleep. One of these guests was from 
Ohio, the other, a genuine frontiersman 
from South Dakota. They slept until 2 
a. m. Sunday, when awakened by a 
couple of roistering youths who occu
pied an adjoining room. The youths 
shouted and sang until guests all around 
commenced to protest, and then they 
shouted and sang all the louder.

The Dakota man rang for a porter.

no

At a cer-
.111 na.

In 1869 Mr. Johnson sold the instru
ment to a gentleman who had it in his 
possession for the past twenty-two years. 
During that period it has been at Port 
Ludlow, Olympia, Wliidby Island and 
Seattle. Once it was in a tire, in which 
$8,000 damage was done, and it was 
saved. It was moved from Seattle to 
Victoria twice. Finally the last owner 
traded lit off for an instrument of mod
ern make, giving good boot.—Seattle 
Telegraph.

With a sense of
ap

pointed place, 
gentlemen there, but non 
Ipw rose,

There were severalShe asserts that
wore a yel-

■:v ■
Just then he came face to face with 

a young lady wearing the flower indi
cated. They looked into each other’s 
eyes while their faces colored Latest Fashion In Clothes and Children.

The small woman who fervently 
prayed that there might be no “best!®* 
clothes" in heaven certainly ought not 
to be unhappy now, for even the best 

I clothes are simple, and are made so that 
she can move and be happy in them. 
Silks, satins, laces and flummery on chil
dren are only evidences of the folly of 
their mothers, for the wisest and 
wealthiest women dress their childi'en 
in the simplest and plainest manner. 
You see, babies who quote Shakespeare 
at five, or who are looking for microbes 
at seven, are counted bad form, while 

He those who dig in the sands for precious 
His cheeks i stones, or build houses that are washed 

away by the incoming waves, are tho 
ones who arè going to be healthy and 
wise.—New York Sun.

up pain
fully. My friend was nonplussed, but 
finally stammered, Ts this Mr. A?’ She 
answered by asking, ‘Is this Miss 13 ?’ 
Both confessed their identity, and—

Those

A Muscular Christian.

Dr. Rainsford is the most unique fig
ure in New York as I saw him in 
Beecher’s old pulpit in Plymouth 
church not long ago. Over six feet in 
height, his form is straight and he car
ries himself with the precision of a Ger
man drillmaster. Ills sparse hair was 
carefully parted in the middle. His 
countenance was open and frank, and 
his eyes beamed through a pair of peb
ble pince-nez. Dr. Rainsford is a per
fect type of the English parson whom 
Anthony Trollope loved to depict, 
is a Londoner by birth, 
bear the glow of ruddy health.

He is a tine oarsman, a good crick
eter, as en. husiastic an angler as ever 
whipped a stream, and he can ride to 
hounds, box or do a twenty-five mile 
walk a day without turning a hair.
His church is very large, and has no 
end of societies and relief committees j jng 
at work. His congregation numbers

the window.

eago Herald.

A Railroad Man*8 Record.

C. P. Burton, of Aurora, Ills., chal
lenges the country to match the follow-

A Mushroom's Growth.

A mushroom’s method of growth and 
ing record: J. L. W at kins is the veteran propagation is popularly considered to 
ticket agent of the Chicago, Burlington be a first class mystery. It is not such, 
and Quincy at Mendota, Ills., and has however, from the scientific point of 
been for thirty years. The greater por- 
tion of that time he has spent in the 
office, acting as night agent as well as 
day. Although in the midst of railroad 
trains, coming in contact daily with the 
turmoil incident to that rushing life, he a sln^ '' aSanc °^ten having as many as 
has never stepped on a train in the 10,000,000. These myrid germs, when 
years he has been agent until Tuesday, theY ,and upon suitable grounds, send 
when he rode to Aurora and thence to forth numerous fine cottonlike threads, 
Wheaton, and he was mad all the way. which bring nourishment to the spore. 
He had been subpoenaed as a witness at Fattening upon the food it gets from 
Wheaton and was obliged to go. He had the earth in this way the embryo swells 
expected at some future time to take a into a fleshy kernel, like a knot auiid 
vacation, and thought he would ride on the network of filaments about it. From 
a railroad train when he got ready, but this kernel the mushroom in all its parts 
he had not intended that his first ride in is developed before it shows above the 
years would be forced.-Chicago Tn- groUnd.-Washington Star.

once
view. On the contrary, it is very well 
understood how the seeds or spores are 
developed on the under side of the fun
gus, microscopic and of vast numbers.

• A Lazy King.
George IV was a mere puppet of a 

king. His servants came in to open nis 
window curtains at 6 or 7 in the inorn- 

He breakfasted in bed, read the 
. morning newspapers through, transact-

nearly J,000 persons. He is popular ed what business was brought to him 
with the young, and an advocate of ! and then took a long doze of three or 
the people’s pleasure—indeed, an en- four hours, 
larged edition of Walter Besant, and rose, dressed for dinner and returned to 
he would like to have a people’s palace bed again between 10 and 11. 
in every city in the Union.—New York 
Cor. Richmond Dispatch.

How They Marry in India.

At Trichur, in the East Indies, a town 
inhabited chiefly by Nairs, the land hold
ing class of the coast, divorce seems to be 
as simple as marriage is easy. The Nair 
lady is a very independent person, 
one offers a cloth; that is the proposal. If 
she accepts it, that is the marriage. If 
she gets tired of her husband she gets rid 
of him and takas up with another, and is 
not held to have behaved disgracefully in 
so doing. To give a cloth as a present is 
a very common thing in India. By cloth 
is meant the garment worn by women in 
the east, and it may be very plain and 
cheap or very rich and costly. But here, 
whatever kind of cloth it be, to give one 
is very signifleané, as a distinguished visi
tor to Trichur found when he offered 
to a Nair lady in whose house he had re
ceived some civility. Whatever opinion 
may be held from a moral point of view 
of these marriage relations, they result in 
manly males and for the most part comely 
and very often beautiful females.—Pall 
Mall Gazette.

At 6 in the afternoon ho
Some

Being unable to sleep much, he found 
pleasure in ringing for the servants, 

.ringing his bell forty times a night. If 
he wished to know the hour, instead of 
looking at his watch he rung for 
ant.

Mr. Holly’s Omnivorous Great Dane.
James Black, of Sheepshead bay, has 

a dog known as the Great Dane. He 
is the property of Banker Kelly’s son, 
of New York, and is kept with Mr. 
Black’s large canine family in the barn

Ta serv-
If he wished a glass of water, in

stead of reaching his hand for it, he 
rung again for a servant.—New York 
World.

Settling: Store» Po»tliuniou»ly.

Annie Kline, colored, weighing 350 
pounds, died in Chicago the other day. 
It is averred that before departing this 
life she expressed an intention to “ha’nt” 
some surviving enemies. Be that as it 
may, Jennie Cook, a neighbor, declares 
that soon after the funeral, while she 
was passing the deceased's former abode, 
Miss Kline appeared at the window, 
robed not in regulation white, but in 
sable, and demanded the liquidation of 
a grocery bill. Jennie, in affright, ap
pealed to the officer on the beat. The po
liceman reports that when he visited the 
house the ghost remarked: “Mulcahey, 
beware!” and threw a brick at him. 
There are those who are inclined to 
doubt that Miss Kline has materialized. 
—Philadelphia Ledger.

Preference of Cannibal» for Chinamen.

The black cannibals of northern 
Queensland are exceedingly partial to 
Chinamen. The reason is said to be that
the flesh of the Chinese is peculiarly adjacent to his house at the bay. A 
tender and palatable, owing to rice being few mornings since Mr. Black found one 
their staple article of diet. There is now 
a numerous Chinese population in the 
north of Australia, and scores of them 
who have ventured beyond the confines 
of civilization have been captured and 
devoured by the natives. This explains 
the nonchalance with which the northern 
Queensland surveyor recently reported 
in these terms to the government: “The 
blacks have stolen all my provisions and 
‘sampled’ two of my Chinamen.”—Lon
don T Bits.

■•lie When You Travel.

Don’t wait until you reach the station, 
a few minutes before it is time for the 

After a train to start, before you find out the 
time for starting, arriving at your des- 

the lost animal close to the quarters of j tination and the time of connection, 
the aforesaid Great Dane. The latter Hther passengers wish to take the same 
had eaten the foxhound bodily, the ^rain> allt^ must buy tickets. And don’t 
skull being all that remained to tell the ar»ue the question of the price of your 
tale of the missing dog. Mr. Black re- D10 ticket seller; the price is
paired to the owner and apologized as ff e ,y ,1fe aiana.t’ör8 auJ. directors of 
be«t he could the road’ If the pnce 18 unJust> address

a communication to them and stay at 
home till the price is satisfactory, or pay 
it and keep still.—Christian Union.

of a pack of foxhounds which he was 
boarding among the missing, 
diligent search he found the skull of

To Ventilate a Koom.

The best way to ventilate a room that I 
know of is to put a board, long enough to 
fit exactly in the window frame, and 
about six inches high, under the lower 
sash. If you remember the construction 
of window sashes y*u will know that this 
consequent raising of the lower one will 
leave spaces between the glass and the 
woodwork, through which fresh air can 
obtain a gradual entrance into the room. 
Its course is made somewhat tortuous 
and all draught thereby prevented. 
When it reaches the inside it has an up
ward direction, too, and is not likely to 
come in contact with tender craniums. 
It is important, in using this kind of ven
tilation, that the board fit accurately 
under the window, so that no little spaces 
be left for the air to blow through.- *"

“Do not weep,” said Mr. Kelly, “the 
Great Dane ate up his father also.”— 
Kings County (N. Y.) Journal.

The i

The Duke » . > has about a dozen 
suits in constant use, and he never 
wears the same clothes twice the same- 
week.
marked Monday, Tuesday, and so on 
to the end of the week, and they are 
carefully’ pressed by Ills valet before 
being put on, so as to get rid of the 
creases. —London Tit-Bits.

• f Fife’« Wardrobe.

‘Giles»’’ for “Think. A Hint to the Wealthy.

“My health is getting worse and 
worse; I’ve tried every climate, and 
none of them afford me any relief,” said 
a rich New York invalid to a friend.

“I’ll tell you what to do; Move to Sing 
feing, and board at the penitentiary. 
There is no record of a millionaire ever 
having died within its walls.”—Texa 
Siftings.

It has conic to bo almost proverbial 
that the Yankee is known the world 
over for the use of “I guess” for “I 
think.

What He Wanted to Say.

“Prisoner at the bar,” said tne judge, 
“is there anything you wish to say be
fore sentence is passed on you?”

The prisoner looked wistfully toward 
1 the door and remarked that he would 
like to say “Good evening,” if it would 
be agreeable to the company.—Exchange.

His trousers are on shelves

“Guess” is by no means a 
synonym of “think.” as it is used in 
this sense. While this error is more
common in conversation it is often to 
be noticed in print.—Cor. Writer. %

i


