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SECRETARY HUSTON SEEKS 
INFORMATION FOR FARMERS

REPUBLICANS WILL NOT 
HOLD SPECIAL CONVENTION

TACTFUL SEASON IS HERE
A

V. M
rr ational Committee Decides by Vote of 35 to 14 

That It is Clothed with Ample Power to 
Revise Rules of the Party.

Secretary of Agriculture Discusses Problems of 
the Farih in His Annual Report-Plans to 

Advance Farmers' Interests.

ZTJUtCtE RS NOW ;

Dont look.
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Washington, IV<\ 16 After five convention to brin* »bout the*» 
hours' debate the Republican nation- changes. and thirty-five declared 
al committee tonight determined it themselves opposed, 
was clothed with ample power to After this ballot progrès# was 
readjust the composition of the marked by a friendly spirit with an 
party'a national convention and hail , expressed deeire to harmonise and 
auhority to make chantres in convert to fact* the common political ctWmy 
tu»n rules and procedure that had wjth a reunited and solid party, 
been demanded by many elements ! n.-The committee conclud-
since the convention of 1012 and ! ^ |u labor for „form in
the Democratic victory at the istlls . , . ., , .... . . , , uarty procrslure ami launched italast November. tth little bitter- “ . , .

, ... ,, ca min« t urn for a reunion of warring
ness and no tangible evidence that , . . . _.._ . , * ... elements by adopting a resolution
differences which aroae over methods ___ ,, , , providing for a radical change in the
could not be settled, the committee . . .. . _____,, .7. , . .... Ltasis of representation in national
took hU>im which have been agitated ; . ,, . . . . . nominating conventions,
in the party for thirty years and i ,. , . . ._... , . . , .. , , would reduce the quote of southern
which have been vital factors in . . , .., . . step's from 88 to 16 percent of the
many exciting conventions in its , , . ., .. . . , convention's total. The action of
latter day history.

David F. Houston, Secretary of 
Agriculture, has published his an
nual report for the year 1913. The 
report which contains only 58 pages, 
differs from previous reports in that 
instead of merely reviewing the ag
ricultural situation, it presents in 
summary many broad economic 

'questions. Thruout the report 
strong emphasis is placed on co-op
eration between tne Department of 
Agriculture and other federal de
partments and the state agricultural 
agencies to promote co-ordination 
and eliminate duplication of effort.
The keynote is getting the depart
ment’s information in all1 fields more 
directly and in more valuable form 
to the people. The following are 
summarized statements of some of 
the more important subjects and 
recommendations discussed in this 
report:

In many directions further pro
duction waits on better distribution 
and the field of distribution presents 
problems which raise in very grave 
ways the simple issue of justice.
Under existing conditions the farm
er does not get what he should for 
his product; the consumer is re
quired to pay an unfair price, and 
unnecesary burdens are imposed un
der the existing systems of distri
bution. No one can see offhand 
just what part of the burden is due 
to lack of systematic planning or in
efficiency, economic waste, or to un
fair manipulation.

The report outlines the projects in 
this field as covering marketing sur
veys, methods and costs of market
ing, including available market sup
plies in given production areas, de
mand at consuming centers, cold 
and other methods of storage, mar
keting systems and prices, and costs 
of wholesale and retail distribution 
of farm products. Other studies in 
this branch include: investigation of 
transportation problems and the el
imination of waste in shipment; 
study of city marketing and dis
tribution; study of grades; and fin
ally co-operative production and 
marketing. The necessity for stan
dardizing agricultural products as a 
prerequisite to proper marketing is 
given special emphasis. *

The individual farmer acting alone 
is helpless before the the problems 
of rural credit and of marketing.
Concerted action is essential. In 
co-operative effort, equity and just
ice must be kept in mind. Co-oper
ation does not mean that an organ
ization shall attempt to establish a 
closed market and to fix prices.
This should be condemned as strong
ly in one field of industry as in any 
other.

It is recommended that provisions 
be made for the establishment of 
grading standards for various farm 
products and for the promulgation 
of standards already established by 
the department for cotton and corn 
grades.

To gain information that would 
enable the department better to 
serve rural women, the secretary 
addressed letters of inquiry to the 

i women on 55,000 selected farms 
covering every county. Other sur
veys and studies were also conduct
ed. Analysis of the small part of 15,000 special permits for various 
the letters as yet digested shows purposes are in force, and last year 
that farm women desire assistance 
in all phases of home management,
especially as to ways of securing lation is needed to allow term per 
running water, introducing house
hold power machinery and labor 
saving arrangements, and providing 
better hygienic and sanitary condi
tions. Many seek advice as to the 
better marketing of the articles 
they produce. Others ask the de
partment to prove to the man that 
their work is worth something 
in dollars and cents. The overwork 
of women and children and the dif
ficulty in securing domestic help I Sjycial emphasis is laid on the 
are mentioned by a number of the fact that the figures for crops quot-

writers. These letters have furn
ished valuable information for con
structive work in this field The de
partment believes that intelligent 
help to women in matters of home 
management will contribute directly 
to the agricultural success of the 
farm. It purpdses therefore to ask 
congress for means and authority to 
make more complete studies of do
mestic conditions on the farm, to ex
periment with labor saving devices, 
and methods, and to study complete
ly the question of practical sanita
tion and hygienic protection for the 
farm fimily.

There has been a steady move
ment for better roads during the 
past 20 years, and today about 34 
states have highway commissions or 
some other state highway agency. 
The total annual expenditure of the 
states for construction and mainten
ance of roads which ten years ago 
amounted to >but $2,000,000, has 
grown to $43,000,000 in 1912- 
The federal government should take 
the lead in investigational and ex
perimental work, and there is need 
for a central agency which can furn
ish the best information on all prob
lems of road building and mainten
ance. Recently congress made an 
appropriation of $600,000 for im
proving post roads, expenditure to 
be contingent on the appropriation 
of double the amount of money by 
the state or local subdivision. If 
federal aid is to be further extended 
in highway development, legislation 
to that end should incorporate this 
co-operative principal. The federal 
government should deal with the 
state as the lowest unit, thru an ex
pert highway commissioner as its 
agency. The plan should provide 
maintenance as well as construction. 
Paeference should be given to the 
improvement of roads over which 
the products of the farm can be tak
en to the nearest railway station. 
A scheme of road construction and 
maintenance within a state should 
be developed and mutually agreed 
upon. Money appropriated by the 
federal government should be appor
tioned on the basis of such factors 
as total population, farm population 
area, taxable valuation and mileage.

The national forests are being 
classified to segregate lands valuable 
for agriculture and to establish per
manent boundaries fqr timber pro
duction and water protection. The 
earnings from timber sales and other 
sources increased $300,000, or 15 
per cent over 1912. The forests 
should produce all the timber they 
can and supply the public need at 
the lowest possible cost under con
ditions that protect the public 
against monopoly. Seventy-six wat
er power projects have been 
developed and thirty more are under 
consideration. The law permitting 
only a revocable franchise should be 
changed to allow a 50 year permit 
for power purposes, under provis
ions protecting investor and public.

Future use of the 167 million 
acres, which does not interfere with 
more important employment, should 
be encouraged; the people should 
get the highest net total of recrea
tional and other benefit from them.
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the committee, criticised In vigorous 
term* by several of it* members, 
hut made unanimous before adjourn
ment, must be endorsed by states 

tional conventions which will great- entitled to cant a majority of votes 
ly affect southern states, gave full

(Copyright.)
Without a dissenting vote the 

committee decided to make a change 
in the basis of representation in nn-

Qna Weak to Christmas.

ROBBERS GOT. SWAN CREEK CO. 
WANTS TO COME IN

COURT SAYS FEDERAL 
POWER IS SUPREME

r
~ In the electoral college before It be-A RICH HAUL recongnition to the principles of the 

priniary election of delegates; ap
proved such laws adopted by several 
states at large -and accepted the 
principle that delegates priqieHy 
accredited by the state authorities 
shall Is* placed on the temporary 
convention roll. Informally it had 
tieen agreed that the new basis of 
representation should la* referred to 
the Republican* in the vuriou* state* 
for ratification.

comes party law..
In order that such action shall be

Wallace, Dec. 16.—Without leav
ing as much as a finger print as a 
dew, burglars Saturday night 
robbed the local postoffice of a little 
more than $17,000, and have appar
ently made good their escape, the 
robbery being committed between 
1:30 and 6 o’clock Sunday morning.

Bishop Pugmire was in the city n 
few hours last Saturday. He was 
enroute to his home in St. Charles 
from Boise, where he had I wen In 
the interests of the Swan Creek 
Electric Co., with which Mr. Bug- 
mire is connected. The company 
has applied to the public utilities 
commission for a certificate ht do 
business in Idaho.

The Utah Power & Ligilt Co. is 
opposing the application of the 
Swan Creek chtnpany, claiming that 
the territory in which the latter 
coni|>any intends to operate is now 
adequately supplied with electricity 
and that the Utah corporation Is In 
a position to give consumers all the 
additional power they need. The 
Swan Creek Electric company claims 
and this claim is said to be backed 
up by St. Charles consumers, that 
the service of the Utah Power & 
Light Co. has been inadequate and 
far from satisfactory. although 
there ia no objection to the rates 
charged for electrical energy.

The Swan Creek electric company 
did not discover until a short time 
ago, the utilities hill having been 
pawed since they commenced oper
ations, that it would be necessary 
to secure a certificate from the com
mission before building into St. 
Charles. It is claimed that immed
iately after this application was 
made, that the Utah Power A light 
company became active in stringing 
new pole lines in St. Charles.

In launching the Swan Creek Elec
tric company it was the intention 
of that corporation to supply elec
tric energy to Laketown and Garden 
City. Utah and St. Charles and Fish 
Haven, Idaho. After the plant was 
completed about a year ago, service 
was immediately given to laketown 
and Garden City and the necessary 
equipment was purchased to build 
in the opposite direction to 8t, 
Charles, which was in reality the 
main objective paint of the cam pan y 
and it is claimed by the owners that 
without the 8t. Charles territory 
they would never have built the 
plant. The pole line projected con
nects the plant with St. Charles via 
Fish Haven, which the power com
pany incidentally proposes to supply 
with electrical energy because it 
goes thru that place. Of the four 
towns. St. Charles is the only one 
that was being supplied with elec
tricity. The owners of the Swan 
Creek company, of whom Bishop 
Pugmire is one, believe that they 
should be permitted to complete the 
plans they originally started, to 
build thru to St. Charles, where 
they believe a heavy business is 
awaiting them.

The contention of the government 
that power companies cannot secure 
rights of way across national forests 
without complying with the regula
tions of the secretary of agriculture 
has been completely sustained, ac
cording to the officers of the forest 
service, by the opinion of the cir
cuit court of apiteals filed on Nov
ember 14 in the case of the United 
States vs. the Uuah Power & Light 
Company.

In its decision the court announc
es that congress has assumed com
plete control of the water-power 
question, so far as the public lands 
are affected, and that a state in the 
exercise of its sovereign authority 
cannot interfere with or transcend 
this constitutional poorer of congress.

Since December 15, 1900, the
Utah Power & Light Co. has operat
ed its hydro-electric power works on 
certain public lands in the state of 
Utah, now forming a part of the 
Cache national forest. The federal

taken as promptly as possible, the 
committee appointed a sulwommit- 
Uw of three, consisting of Charles 
R. Warren of Michigan. Senator 
Borah of Idaho and Governor Hat
field of West Virginia to prepare an 
address to the states urging imme
diate ratification of the proposal. 
This address will lie drawn up short
ly after the Christmas holidays and 
leading members of the committee 
expressed the hope tonight that it 

f the machinery ! would lie met by early action. Ap-

The registered mail on Saturday 
night’s Spokane train contained 
three $5000 registered packages, 
consigned from the Old National 
Bank of Spokane to the First Na
tional bank of Mullan, the money 
being forwarded in order that tl\e 
local institutions might be able to 
handle the pay checks of the Morn
ing, Gold Hunter, Snowstorm and 
other mines in the Mullan district 
which pays its employes on the 15th. 
Besides these registered packages 
a remittance had just been received 
from the Burke postoffice contain
ing $565, and the local office had 
on hand between $1600 and $2000, 
making the aggregate of more than 
$17,000. It was necessary that the

The only difference of opinion 
that developed on the surface was ; 
over the question o 
to be used to effect the reforms, 1 provut by the states will insure a 
Of the forty-nine conimlltennieii, call from the national committee for 
who voted on the one roll call taken, ja national convention of 1916, along 
14 favored the calling of a sfierial ; the lines laid down today.

ASKS RY. COMPANY 
TO AID WIDOW

DEMOCRATS HOLD
A POW WOW

Mympatliy for the widow and in- 
at Twin Kalis last Haturday nlaht faut mm of Time. Curran, an engineer 
was an occasion for a pow wow of j who was killed on the Oregon Short 
politicians prominent in the councils j Line railroad near Montpelier, Idaho 

of the derncratlc party. More than j last. Mepieinber, prompted J. J. On
ion of tlie faithful followers of the j been, assistant attorney general of 

patron saint of iletnocracy were pres- ; Idaho, to rum» to Salt lake Monday 
ent, and all appeared to be delighted and Intercede with the ofltelala to 
with the prospecta for a democratic ; award Mrs. Curran a sum of money 
victory In the coining campaign.

The Jeffersonian club smoker field

government sought to enjoin the oc
cupancy of these lands until theconsignment to the Mullan bank be 

forwarded on the early morning j company should comply with the 
train and the packages were placet! I provisions of the act of May 14, 1896. 

in the safe in the office, which is a | This act empowered the government
to permit the use of, or rights of

t

! to aid her In the education of hsr aoo. 
! While It waa contended that theHall triple door affair, and the em

ployes were at work until 1:30 Sat
urday night.

The Htetosman’s correspondent. In 
reporting the meeting, stated that railroad cam pan y was not 1« blame

. I for the accident In which Curran waa 
killed, yet It is thought by Idaho 
people and Mr
case was properly presented to the 
railroad officials they would do some
thing to wild to the amount which 
the widow received from the Broth
erhood of Locomotive Engineer*' 

f„r J Insurance fund.
Believing that the railroad corn-

way upon, public lands and national 
forests, for the purpose of generat
ing, manufacturing and distributing 
electric energy. The power com
pany, on the other hand, alleged 
that its rights were secured and 
protected by the Act of July 26, 
1866, now Section 2339 of the Re
vised Statutes. The decision of the 
court is that the latter act repeals 
that of 1866, insofar as it related to 
the subject of electric power and 
that the company must acquire its 
rights of way in accordance with the 
provisions of the latter act.

It was contended by the company 
that it was protected in its tenure 
by the laws of the state of Utah. 
On this point the court says, "The 
proposition that absolute and per
petual rights in the public lands may 
be acquired for private gain by 
mere appropriation, without pur
chase or compensation, and in the 
exercise of a state sovereignty which 
transcends the constitutional power 
of the Congress, is a somewhat 
startling one.*’

the hats of three prominent dem 
crate wer« thrown Inh» the rhig-At 6 o’clock Sunday morning, 

when the postmaster and two clerks 
opened the office everything was ap
parently the same as it had been 
left the night before. The safe 
showed no scratches of being tam
pered with. A thorough search of 
the effice and all doors and windows 
did not reveal a single clew, as ap
parently they had not been molested. 
The safe had three doors, two com
binations and an inner door locked 
with a key. The safe had been op
ened without even a scratch 
being made upon them and had 
been as carefully relocked.

Ouheen that If lb*John K. Nugent for United Hint«* 
senator, I*ow llonnlng for «••■tigrt-ss- 
man and Mom Alexander for Dovartt- 
or. However, Mr. Alexander denies 
that lie announced hi# candidacy at 
the gathering, but he hasn't stated 
that he will not be a ••anldate

a

that office, and among the democrat# 
no name has teen heard In connec- I P»t»y w»ul«« *"erll lh" w,‘:*

uv'i Ini mi and that his offices Intleil with the guvernshtp except that 
of A Imxander. The ardent supporters 
of “the merchant prince of Boise" 
believe that he will make a stronger 
race for governor than any other 
mao the party can nominate, and for 
that reason they ar« urging him to 
become a cantdate.

The announcement of Mr Nugent 
that he would Ire a cantdate for 
Ûnlted HLates senator waa opt a sur 
prise, as he had pevloualy stated his 
Intentions of being a cantdate for 
that office. It has also been known 
for some time that Dow Dunning ha* 
had the congressional b«e a bosxlng 
in lits bonnet, and that he Would an
nounce his candidacy in due time 
Mr. Dunning has twice represented 
Owyhee county In the lower house of 
the legislature, ami Is st psesent 
state senator from that county.

the matter might tnfluene# the rail
road official* to aid the widow In the 
struggle to educate her son. Mr Uu- 
been came to Hall Iak» amt consulted 
the officiale yesterday.

"Mrs i.'urrau is nut In the beet 
financial condition," said Mr Da
hsen at the Hotel Utah, and teams 
«town to see If I could not do «sie 
tiling to aid her In obtaining sotuera- 
cumpeitse from the railroad I am 
glad to say tnat the Oregon Hhort 
Una officials looked upon the matter 
In Ute right tight and If It la within 
lh»tr power to aid Mrs. Curran they 
will do it. It is probably the first 
Um« in the history of the railroad 
that such a case has been presented 
and as Mr Curran had been a faith
ful employe and wae killed in the 
line of duty I think that something 

will be done fu the widow and son,"
II e raid-Be pu hi lean

*vI

ed are estimates, and it is pointed 
out that this fact should be kept 
constantly in mind. From the esti
mates at hand it appears that the 
productson of crops in 1913 was 
materially below the average, the 
yield per acre of all crops combined 
being smaller than in any year in 
the past decade with the exception 
ofJ911. The com crop, the most 
valuable product of this country, 
according to the estimates, feil be
low 2.500.000.000 bushels, which is 
smaller than any crop since 1903.
Wheat production, with an estimat
ed total of 753,000,000 bushels, is 
the largest ever recorded in this 
country. This crop was matured 
before the drought became effective. ,n Year Ju!it P®** at Academy 
Brief mention is made as to crop of Idaho. High honors were won 
conditions thruout the world. From s hy Arthur Gifford of King Hill, 
the estimates it appears that j 
there were increased areas sown to 
wheat, oats, barley, rye and com, 
and that the wheat acreage has °* Montpelier, 
probably yielded a record out-turn, is accorded to Frank Koch of Piler 
Barley, oats and rye are bountiful Anna Spongberg of Montpelier

over 1,500,000 visitors made recrea
tional use of the forests. Legisla- WIN HONORS AT

ACATEMY OF IDAHO BUckfoot Democrats Indorse
Gregory Joocs for Postmastermifcs for the construction of hotels Pocatello, Dec. 18.—Frank D. 

Cannon of Salmon City, a student in 
mechanic arts, won highest honors

A number of the huslnesa houses u* 
According to the Black foot Courier, I Black foot have taken the matter uu 

practically all of the leading I»«in-jdef consideration of refusing to *x- 
ocrate of the Drover City have in- j tend credit to customers who persist 
domed Gregory Jonee foGpoatmsstor. | In buying their supplie* from otif-of- 
Mr. Jooea wae a candidate for the town pointa, maxing the statement 
receivership of the Hlackfoot land that In utanv liwtsnets thky have the 
office, hut has withdrawn hi# applica
tion for that office now that he h 
been agreed upon for the position ,,f carried them near hard and «less 
postmaster. This leaves only two j Uwes and that the people whom they 
active candidates in the field for th« , have accommodated have in 1*0

when they have had «Mb

and cottages and for certain recrea
tional use of the forests, with safe
guards against damage, vandalism 
and contamination of water. 1200 
cities and towns now draw their wa
ter supply from these water sheds. 
Adequate legal authority to pre
vent watet polution and permit san
itary regulation of watersheds ia 
sorely needed.

$ A
Barbara Elweli of Pocatello, John 
White of Rexburg and Helen Cherry 

Honorable mention

name* on 
whom they have extended credit and

Thirty-seven men were killed in a 
coal mine explosion st Newcastle, 
Colorado, last Tuesday.

reeieverabip-( has. E. Harri« of this many 
city and Judge RMoldeo of Black sent It sway and asked 1er <4 crops, but corn will probably give ! Grace West of Chesterfield and 

the poorest result in 20 years. I Ethel Clayton of Salmon City. '


