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BURIAL OF SOME OF WAR’S FIRST VICTIMS WSLAUGHTER AT CHARLEROI

IS GREATEST IN HISTORY

Griffith In particular, exclaimed:
« This ia Labor day. Uncle Dick! 

Labor day now and hereafter!’
“That moment I hare alwaya consid

ered to be the Instant when Labor 
The Incident, trivial
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OFVn A <T| day was bom.
In Itself, was the nucleus of many a 

Each of us worked to the 
end of having a particular day set 
apart by law devoted to the consider
ation and interests of the laboring 
classes, and In time that end was 

I, myself, as head of the

W Vface of a withering Are from machlnt 
guns mounted in the steeples, and 
driving the German defenders in con
fusion across the river Sambre.

Many Houses In Flames.
They found many bouses smoldering 

or in flames. The inhabitants, terror- 
stricken, were In the cellars. German 
officers and soldiers were found dead 
in the streets, side by side with 
Frenchmen who had fallen before or 
afterward.

One German officer w'as shot while 
he was washing his face, and his head 
was bowed over a basin, while his 
face was covered with soap.

Another had been lifting a cup of 
coffee to his lips when a French bul
let brought death. He was found ly
ing face downward across a table, the 
broken cup beside him on the floor.

German Losses Enormous.

By FRANKLIN P. MERRICK.
International News Service.

Paris.—Burned villages and heaps of 
bodies lying on Belgian soil around 
Charleroi show the ferocity with which 

the allied French and British troops 
opposed the wave of German troops 
that rolled them over and drove them 

back to France.
For ten hours the tide of battle 

ebbed and flowed at Charleroi, the 
town being taken and retaken five 

times before the allies withdrew.
Part of the city was wrecked, ac

cording to reports received by the war 
office. The villages of Marchiennes, 
Monceau, Châtelet and Landelles were 

burned.

conference.
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achieved.
order, wrote to every lodge In the 
Union, pushing the idea of a Labor 

day.”
But it was not achieved immediate

ly. Each year more and more lodges 
in more and more cities of the coun
try fell into line with the suggestion a. 

and set apart a day. There was no ac
tion taken by the Btates. Indeed, the 

for a Labor day had 
reached continent-wide proportions be
fore it was even broached, with any 
result, In the legislatures of the va-
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urn, HEN, on that Sep- 
I tember day thirty- 

two years ago, the 

scattered groups 
of wayfarers 
along Broadway 
watched the 
ranks of working
men march down 
the street, but a 
few thousand In 
number, with lit
tle of noise and 

less of pomp and display, the man 
must have been a dreamer, indeed, 
who could see from that small begin
ning America's great Labor day of the 

present
True, there had been labor unions 

In the United States before that and 
they bad paraded In their organized 
form. In 1827 and In the three years 
following the labor societies of New 
York paraded in the procession of the 
Fourth of July, and on various oc
casions after that they turned out In 
strength.

But as far as can be learned, this 
parade, Sept. 6, 1882, was the first 
time that the labor unions set aside 
a specific day devoted to the goddess 
at whose shrine they worshiped, and 
turned out in full force that all the 
world might see. And this demon
stration was confined solely to New 
York city.

movement■

Citizens Killed.
Though the inhabitants of the peace

ful little villages had been warned 

that the conflict was coming, scores 
remained in their homes and perished 
In the flames or were killed under the 
rain of shot and shell that swept the 
streets when they were driven from 

the shattered structures.
Fierce hand to band fighting took 

place In Charleroi. The French were 
the first to occupy the town, but they 
were driven out by a bombardment 
from the German artillery. The Ger
mans then entered by the left bank 
of the river Sambre, but within a 
short time more of the allies' troops 
arrived and the conflict was renewed. 
The Germans sought cover in the 
houses in the lower part of the town 
and to dislodge them the Flench 
were forced to sweep that section with 

their artillery.

I * rlous states.
™ :v m /Typically American Idea,

But the genius of the American peo
ple was behind the idea. Oliver Wen
dell Holmes, greatest of genial phil
osophers, in speaking of the Inborn 
desire of the American people to per
petuate some idea that Is dear to them 
by the dedication of a special day to 
it, says somewhere that if a party of 
Americans were shipwrecked upon a 
desert island the first thing they 
would do would be to hold a meeting 
and organize. Their proceedings they 
would then ratify In a formal banquet, 
even though they feasted on nothing 
but raw crawfish, and they would con
clude the whole thing by setting apart 
that day aa hereafter to be annually 
kept holy in memory of their adven

ture.
And so. In keeping with this Ameri

can spirit, the leaders of labor, backed 

by their followers, more and more 
spread the propaganda of Labor day p 
each year they held their day holy, 
demonstrating the faith that was In 
them by a parade of all the crafta.
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An idea of the enormous losses of 

the Germans In the great battle In 
southwestern Belgium and of the brav
ery of the kaiser’s soldiers is given In 
the story of a returned traveler who 
witnessed part of the fighting along 
the Sambre river, southwest of Charle-
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■ roi. ■ ’m"I was near Fereux, In a region 
covered with dense woods, while the 
fighting was taking place,” said he. “I 
could hear the sound of cannon away 
to the east and knew that a big battle 
was raging. From my place In the 
forest I suddenly saw the advance 
guard of a German army approach
ing along a roadway which skirted the 
trees.

"There seemed to be an endless pro
cession of soldiers, all dressed in a 
uniform of gray. Hank after rank 
passed by and I thought that the end 
would never come.

"There was no hesitation. The men 
swung forward with quick steps and 
I saw officers galloping along the lines 
urging them forward.

French Open Fire.
"Suddenly there was a fresh sound 

of battle, this time In front of me and 
I knew that the French artillery had 
opened upon the advance guard of 
the Germans. I moved cautiously for
ward to a point where I could get a 
view of the battle scene. It was a 
view which seared Itself into my mem-

English sailors firing a salute over the graves of four English and four German sailors who perished when the 
British cruiser Amphlon and the German steamer Koenigen Luise were destroyed in the North sea.

BARRICADE ON THE SWISS - GERMAN FRONTIER

Wounded Fill Town.
The lower part of the town was soon 

In flames and the Germans were 
forced into the’streets. Back and forth 
through these surged the contesting 
soldiers, fighting desperately for vic

tory.
French were finally forced to with

draw.
For three days wounded soldiers 

have been pouring into Maubeuge. 
The monastery and nunnery there are 
filled. The inhabitants have given 
up their homes to the war’s victims.

On Sunday the Germans drove the 
French troops through the town of 
Charleroi, back to the second de
fensive position on the line defined by 
the towns of Avesnes, Rocroi and Me- 

sleres.
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The dead lay thick when the
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Time Was Auspicious.

It was on the occasion of the an
nual meeting of the Knights of Labor, 
which was held there that year. This 
organization of labor had been 
founded about fifteen years before by 
some striking garment workers of 
Philadelphia. It was bofn at a time 
when the laboring man was beginning 
to do a good deal of hard thinking for 
himself and wonder quite a deal 
whether all this talk about the bless
ings of poverty and the lowly poor 
being God’s own was quite as true aa 
Its smug-faced teachers had, for gen
erations, been dinning into the ears of 
the man behind the hammer and the 
shovel.

And so the Knights of Labor, filled 
with those doubts throve amain. At 
their head was Terence V. Powderly. 
now occupying a responsible position 
in the new Department of Commerce.

"It has been stated at various times 
that Labor day had this or that man 
for its father,” said Mr. Powderly, 
when asked concerning this occasion 
of momentous birth. "But the day 
had no father, or rather,” he corrected 
with a smile, “it had many fathers, 
and I think I should know, having 
been present at the birth.

“Labor day, as we know it today, 
was a growth, bom from the percep
tion of many men at the same time of 
the need of such a day. Of such 
movements, it is always hard to fix 
an exact moment when they spring 
into being—when, from a vague idea 
they become the practical thing. But 
of Labor day It can be said with cer
tainty that it was born in New York 
city Sept. S, 1822.

.

If m .;sfÉÜ
SÜSS

Iory This photograph shows some of the barricades which have been erected across all the roads leading from 
Switzerland into Germany along the International frontier. The Swiss and German troops are only a few paces 
apart all along the border.

“The FTench guns were hurling a 
hurricane of steel and flame Into the 
German ranks, but the soldiers pushed 
forward with their battle shouts on 
their lips. Straight into that pit of 
destruction rushed the advancing 
troops. Men fell, on every hand. It 
seemed that whole platoons melted 

away.
“Over the bodies of the dead and 

wounded pushed the rear ranks of 
the invading army, rushing with fixed 
bayonets upon the smoking muzzles 
of the French artillery. It was a su
perb picture of gallantry.

Aeroplane Is Smashed.
“Near Erquellnnes I saw a German 

aeroplane brought down. The mili
tary aviator was flying high in the 
air. taking a reconnoissance of the al
lies' positions. The specially construct

ed gunB, designed to attack air craft, 
were turned upon the aeroplane, but 
the aviator continued his work. Sud
denly I saw the machine lurch, splin
ters flew, and then the shattered ma
chine began to drop. It had been 
smashed by a projectile."

Recaptured by French.
The French artillery from the 

heights now turned a furious cannon
ading on Charleroi, which had been 
Bombarded previously by the Germans 
from the other side. The German po
sition was so weakened by the deadly 
accuracy of the FTench gunnery that a 
counter attack by the allies was or
dered and at daylight on Monday the 
entire line advanced, charged the Ger
man position and recaptured Charleroi.

The conflict probably was unequaled 
In history in severity and casualties. 
The Germans must have succeeded in 
bringing up reserves, for early on 
Tuesday they made a successful coun
ter attack along the whole battle line 
and retook Charleroi, driving the 
French back to an Intrenched position, 
which they held until the morning of 

the second day.
Retreat In Good Order.

The retreat was made in good or
der, the main forces of the French re

maining intact.
Both armies suffered terrific losses. 

The battle has not yet finished.
The German catapult Is hammering 

at the FTench and British allies again, 
trying to batter its relentless way to 
Paris. There is desperate fighting 
along the Belgian frontier at several 

points, and French victories are re
ported at two places, Charleroi and 
Courtrai, though nothing official has 
been given out

¥ IGERMAN PRISONERS IN ENGLAND WAR'S PATHETIC SIDE
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Samuel Gompera.

President American Federation of Labor.r+i

f And this grew until the lawmakers 
of the country muBt needs take no
tice of such an insistent call.

Accordingly, on Jan. 4, 1887, a bill 
was introduced In the legislature of 
New York state, providing for the set
ting aside, as a legal holiday, devoted 
to the interests of labor, the first Mon
day In each September—the first no
tice taken by any state of the Labor 
day movement.

But though New York was the first 
to take up the matter, she was not 

"At that time the Knights of Labor, the flrBt Btate to formally adopt it
into her laws. For faraway Oregon, 
in whose legislature a Labor day bill 
was introduced January 17, passed it 
into a law by the signature of its gov
ernor February 21, thus writing her 
name at the head of the states In 
adopting the movement as a formal 
state measure. It was not until May 
6 of the same year that the New 
York bill. Introduced in January, was 
passed and signed by the governor of 
that state.
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GERMANS DRAG GUNS
OVER THEIR OWN DEAD jr 'JT ^ £ w

London.—The correspondent of the 
Daily Mail describes a visit among the 
French who were wounded In the bat
tles of the Vosges and have been 
brought to Vichy, where the hotels 
have been transformed into hospitals.

A wounded artilleryman contributed 
the following experience:

“I witnessed one horrible scene. The 
Germans were shooting from the deep 
trenches among which our artillery 
was doing terrible work. But as fast 
as a German dropped a fresh man 
took his place until bodies of the Ger
mans were on a level with the surface 
of the earthworks.

Member of the British royal naval 
reserve volunteers fondly carrying his 
infant child as he makes his way to 
the mobilization point.

In Honor of Knights of Labor.

of which I was grand master work
man, were holding their annual con
vention in that city. The labor unions 
of New York determined to give a 
demonstration in our honor, and 
on the afternoon of the day mentioned, 
they paraded to the number of several 
thousand.

4>

Turcos Charge Battery.
At the beginning of the combat, the 

FTench made a sortie in a medieval 
manner, with the object of surprising 
the enemy. The latter were found in 
number far exceeding the FYench ex
pectations, and the attempt to rout 
them failed.

Then the Turcos, in the face of a 
withering fire, charged a German bat
tery at the point of the bayonet. Five
hundred of these brave French sol- | was ordered to advance. The heavy

he trench, but the 
drivers furiously lashed thetr horses 
and finally dragged the guns across 
the human bridge.”

4 GEN. VON KROBATKIN so

“So eagerly had the Idea been 
grasped by the labor folks of New 
York that the whole day was prac
tically given over to labor—Just 
the Fourth of July is given over to

Two hundred German reservists being marched through the streets of 
Folkstane by English troops. They were captured as they were about to 
leave for the continent.
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Two 8tates Divide Honor.

Thus New York and Oregon may be 
said to divide between them the honor 
of first formally recognizing Labor 
day—New York by introduction of the 
first bill, Oregon by the passage of 
the first law.

After these two states had formally 
set aside a day the others followed 
with more or less alacrity. It should 
be said. In jnBtlce to these latter 
states, that their delay in passing a 
measure which, it was then clear to 
the world, was desired by a large 
body of desirable citizens, was not due 
to any organized opposition against 
such a measure on the part of any 
political party or class of people, but 
was due to two natural causes, 
the congestion of many bills In the 
various legislatures, whose consider
ation, from local cau 
of great urgency. The other, that, aa 
the day had become, by common 
sent of the people throughout th«y 
country, a day of holiday, any ratifica
tion of such adoption by the pet’^W 

was a matter of pure formality. 
deed, probably one-half the people in- 
the United States do not know when 
their particular state adopted Labor 
day aa a legal holiday.

It much like the case of Deco
ration day. The aptrtt and sentiment 
of the people In the South, where 
moet of the graves of the Civil war 
were dug, crystallised upon a certain 
time in the early summer to honor 
the memory of the dead by decoration

—-------nt a German battery «

FRENCH SKIRMISHERS IN FLANK ATTACKwheels sank idiers from North Africa left on the 
charge. Only 100 returned.

Their sortie had no effect against 
the steady German advance, which 
continued to creep step by step 
through the outskirts of Charleroi.

Before the railway station the Ger
mans fought for two hours In an effort 
to ‘ capture the bridge. Their losses 
were enormous, but the bridge was 
captured.

m
Wt-fi

Mpii »fM
i WHAT PRISONERS ■MQ\(?icSSsi ri&OF WAR WILL EAT

i** V*
wea *

w \II
I vESS* »The following scale of daily rations 

for prisoners of war has been ap
proved by the military authorities:

One pound of bread, three-quarters 
of a pound of blBcuit, one pound of 
preserved meat, three ounces of 
cheese, five-eighths of an ounce of 
tea, one-quarter of a pound of jam, 
three ounces of sugar, one-half of an 
ounce of salt, one-twentieth of an 
ounce of mustard, one-thirty-sixth of 
an ounce of pepper, one-half of a 
pound of fresh vegetables.

Two ounces of tobacco will be fur
nished each week for smokers.
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After the Teutonic advance over-
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whelmed the bridge, the Germans 
gained ground rapidly, taking in suc
cession the villages of Marchiennes. 
Landçlis and Montignies and the coun- 
tr" <•« far as Walcourt.

Later the French artillery opened I 

fire on Charleroi and the French in
fantry advanced under this cover. The 
tide of battle appeared to favor the 
tri-color, but not for long.

French infantrymen declared the 
roofs became so jammed with dead 
that the victims of battle remained 
standing where they were shot, and 
were used by the living as breast
works from behind which to fire on 
the enemy.

The last stand of the French was 
along the line between Tbutn and Met-
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V , was a matterChief of the Austro-Hungarian min
istry of war.
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Tersnce V. Powderly.*1

One Bullst In 5,000 Fatal.
A regular army officer is authority 

for saying that during a battle only 
one bullet out of every 5,000 fired kills 
an enemy. Two armies each of 50,- 
000 men might go into action with 100 

I rounds of ammunition. These armies 
could discharge at each other 10,000,- 
000 bullets. If only one shot in 1,000 
took effect, 6.000 men on each aide 
would be killed or wounded. That 
would be a heavy casualty, but, as 
the army officer says, the artillery fire 
is more destructive than rifle fire.

the consideration of our national In
dependence.

"We were deep In deliberations on 
that day. I well remember, for the 
cause of labor, before that time an 
Infant in swaddling clothes, was begin
ning to walk erect, and Us Inarticulate 
cry of the past was framing Itself Into 
sentences for the world to listen.
Therefore, when we were informed 
that the laboring people of New York 
bad made the day a virtual holiday 
and would parade In our honor, we 
adjourned to review the procession of the cemeteries, alike of Confederate

and Union dead. In the course of 
years a certain day was formally 

“Upon that iflatform were, among “dopted bY law bF various states; 
others, Hugh F. Pentecost, Robert ' but few P®°Ple can recall when their

particular state passed such a law.

Gunners Mads Stons Deaf.
London.—A medical correspondent 

of the Times who has just returned 
from Belgium says it Is morally cer
tain that all the artillerymen of tbs 
forts at Liege are now stone deaf.

"The nerves of hearing must fall un
der the strain of dwelling upwards of 
a fortnight In a world of mighty ex
plosions,” he says. “For these men the 
guns thunder now only in a silènes 
which may never be broken.”

■

tet.
AAt nightfall the fighting ended, both 

sides tired beyond endurance. Mon
day morals« the French returned to 
the attack, entériné the town in the

French skirmishers advancing to take the enemy in flank during tne 
fighting in Lorraine. Inset is Gen. Paul Pau, commander of the FYench 
troops in that vicinity.
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? from the stand erected in Union 
8quare.SIDE BLOW OF WAR HITS TWO FRENCH ISLANDSthe following morning. He then dis

covered a ball had gone through his 

arm.

BULLETS CAUSE NO seia that were sufficiently coaled and 
provisioned to' sail for France imme
diately. The result was that practi
cally the whole fleet withdrew, many

PAIN, SAY FRENCH The only outward indications 

were two dark spots on the skin, such 
aa might be made by a lead pencil.

The men in the hospitals pass the 1 
time gayly and spend many hours lis- ; 
tening to accounts of the 
the war.

One of the out-of-the-way places that 
has been adversely affected by the Eu
ropean war is the French island col
ony off the southeast coast of New
foundland. Saint Pierre and Mique- 

Ti.„v „ progress of r ion are the largest islands of the lot.
, t » « , 0 ; They are a bit of old France, and are

back to the front *At nnp h" ®':,ttl,ng governed by an administrator, the 
n n n . °De hosPital a present holder of the title being M. 

private with four bullet wounds in one Diderot 
leg smiled and said: ‘Til get them I 
yet in spite of this.”

people of Saint Plerre-Miquelon must 
be anxiously looking toward the moth
er land of France. Their home is 
the base of the French cod fishery, 
and the departure of tbe fishing fleet 
for the old land is a bad thing for 
them. When hostilities began the co
lonial governor was notified to inform 
the fishermen. Two steam trawlers 
were sent U the fleet on the Grand 
Bank witli orders to Instruct all ves-

Price, a coal miner of Pennsylvania i 
of the steam trawlers returning to the i and member of the General Executive I 
ports of Havre and Brest. The chief | Hoard of the Knights of Labor, and 1 
reason for their recall is that France General Worthy Foreman Richard 
needs the men in the present strug- Griffith, a veteran in the cause, 
gle. There will be anxiety in the lit
tle island colony in the sea until tbe 
trawlers come sailing back to tbe fish
ing grounds.

The women and children, of couiMk 
are in no danger of attack.

Paris.—Numbers of French wound
ed are being cared for in Paris hos
pitals. r \

It to frequently remarked among 
the men that their bullet wounds are 
not painful in a large number of, 
cases men who had been bit were not 
aware of the fact untH after <ke en
gagement. One man declares that he 
did nc* know he had been huit until

ÏÏ nABOR day has attained, in 
national life, a significance 
second only tothat of Christmas.

Labor Day Born Then. The Fourth of July Is a commemorative
"As the procession passed by, its anniversary. On Memorial day vs do 

numbers, few for these days, but tm- honor to better men than we, but they 

posing then, so aroused the feelings are men who are gene Labor day 
of Price that to leaned over to the \ signifies our present workaday life.

our
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