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SENATOR BORAH IS
PRESIDENTIAL POSSIBILITY

ADOPT UNIFORM RULESCIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE

FOR LINE CONSTRUCTION-r "3T
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/ ;His Recent Speech Answering President Wilson's 
Indianapolis Address Puts Him in the Run

ning-Choice of Republican Senators*

iKf Interests of Power, Telephone, Railway Men and 
Electrical Workere Protected by New Rules 

Governing Overhead Construction.
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The speech of Senator Borah of 
Idaho, in answer to President Wil
son’s speech at Indianapolis, in addi
tion to attracting widespread atten
tion to the shortcomings and mis
takes of the present administration, 
served to place the Idaho senator 
squarely in the Republican presiden
tial race, writes the Washington cor
respondent to the Boise Stateman. 
Prior to that speech Senator Borah 
was much talked of as a presidential 
possibility in 1916, but his recent 
speech added emphasis to this talk 
and especially so in view of the man
ner in which that speech was made.

The republicans of the senate were 
much wrought up by what the pres
ident said at Indianapolis, especially 
with regard to the republican party, 
and it was quickly agreed among 
them that someone should make an
swer to the president.

The situation was canvassed at 
some length, and finally it was agreed 
that Senator Borah of Idaho should 
be put forward as the senator most 
able to reply to the president. Sen
ators like Root of New York and 
Lodge of Massachusetts joined with 
senators like Norris of Nebraska and 
Clapp of Minnesota in urging Sena
tor Borah to answer the president, 
and it was at the earnest personal 
solicitation of no less than 20 sena
tors that Senator Borah undertook a 
t-wk from which ;u<v : m n ,0 Id 
shrink.

11 is a u ali 1 ji b to get up .a tna 
senate or in any other place and ar
raign the chief executive of this na
tion, and few men relish the idea of 
publicly condemning a president for 
what he may have said in some pub
lic address. But Senator Borah felt, 
as did other republican senators, 
that the words of the president 
should not go unchallenged and when 
he was so generally appealed to to 
voice the sentiments of republicans 
he willingly accepted the assignment.

The success with which Senator 
Borah assailed the president was test
ified by the reception given him in 
the senate while he was speaking and 
when he concluded, and by the no
tices his Bpeech received throughout 
the press of the country. Senator 
Borah spoke without notice, he did 
not even prepare his remarks in ad
vance for the newspapers; in fact he 
spoke without text and without 
notes. Before he had progressed 
far he found a well filled senate lis
tening to his criticism of the Wilson 
administration and for the first time 
in several years he found crowded 
galleries following his every word. 
Of late senate speeches have been 
dull and prolix as a rule, and few 
senators have commanded more than

ordinary attention. Senator Borah 
had the most flattering audience that 
has been given any senator in four 
years and the ovation that greeted 
him when he concluded his attack up
on the administration has never been 
excelled on the floor of the senate. 
Every big eastern newspaper devot
ed at least two, and some of them 
three, columns to his speech, and the 
editorial comment that followed was 
most flattering to the senator and to 
his friends.

If the republicans of the United 
States senate were to pick the repub
lican nominee for president in 1916 
there is no doubt, since the Borah 
speech, as to who would be chosen. 
The one man deemed best fitted to 
make answer to President Wilson is 
the first choice of his colleagues for 
presidential honors in 1916. Many 
republican senators have been frank 
enough to declare their preference 
for Senator Borah; most republican 
senators admit, when questioned, 
that the Idaho senator, as a result of 
his reply to President Wilson and 
because of his demonstrated fitness, 
must be reckoned with when the 
next republican national convention 
assembles.

One strange thing has developed 
in connection with the Borah move
ment—a movement, by the way, 
wh' :h has been entirely spontaneous 
.mo has not be. n Lacked by a press 
agent or pt blicity bureau. In the 
west .illusion is occasionally made to 
the fact that Senator Borah is handi
capped by his geographical location; 
that he hails from a far western 
state which has a small electoral vote, 
and that for this reason he cannot be 
expected to land the presidential 
nomination. That talk is not heard 
in the east; it is not referred to by 
eastern papers nor by eastern repub
licans. Rather, the disposition in 
the east seems to be to weigh Sena
tor Borah for what he actually is 
and to measure him alongside other 
candidates, to determine whether he 
or some other republican is best fit
ted to lead the republicans in 1916. 
The geographical equation does not 
seem to interest eastern republicans 
or eastern papers. And when the 
question is deliberately raised the 
response of eastern men is that the 
time has come when geography may 
be ignored in selecting men for the 
presidential nomination. In times 
past geography has been a big fac
tor; it may be in 1916. But it is 
not so regarded at the present time, 
except by the people of the west, who 
are most concerned in seeing a wes
tern man nominated to lead a great 
political party in a presidential race.

railway companies into the ease and 
trouble started at once.

After several attempts to get to- 
gether. the hearing was set for Dec
ember. At that time rules were 
submitted by all interested. None 
could agree and a further postpone
ment was made. In the meantime, 
at a conference in New York city, 
a set was agree«) upon by all con
cerned.

But just at this point, «eben every
thing seemed to be settled, another 
ominious cloud appeared. 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
awoke to the vital importance of 
what was going on, petitioned the 
commission for a continuance for 00 
days. This did not meet with the 
approval of the com Iasi oners, but 
without denying the petition a fur
ther conference was suggested.

This conference followed. It 
lasted for two days. All the util
ity interests participated and the 
outcome was perfect agreement on 
a set of rules.

When these rules were Anally pre
sented to the commissionere Wed
nesday afternoon the affair partook 
of the nature of a lovefaast. The 
commissioners were thanked from 
ail rides for the patience exerciatd 
In unraveling the snarl and for the 
consideration extended to all parties.

Men familiar with conditions in 
all parta of the country assert that 
these rules just promulgated by the 
Idaho public utilities commise!on are 
the fairest and the best from every 
point of view ever put forth by a 
state. Idaho, it Is declared, baa set 
up the standard In this matter for 
all her sister states. The rules ee>

Arbitration won a notable victory 
last Friday, «ays the Statesman, 
when the public utilities commission, 

by unanimous vote, issue«! an order 
establishing uniform rules for all 
overhead line construction by power, 
light, telephone, telegraph and rail
way companies. This order takes 
effect March 1, 1916, and th<‘ rules 
apply to all parts of the stat«| alike.

The rules are featured tyv the 
safety first phase, which is a victory 
for the electrical workers, who en
tered the hearing on the ruble only 
last Monday. While the companies 
assert that It will add to their cost 
of maintenance, the following sug
gestions of the electrical workers 
were adopted. First, to provide 
more room among the wire*. The 
electrical worker must do hli{i work 
with the wires hot, that iif while 
they are carrying electricity. There 
is little danger in handling me 
ondary wires, which carry el«ictricity 
into the houses, but usually there 
are higher voltage wires above them 
on the cross arms. It was Lhe de
sire of the workers to hfive the 
greatest possible distance belween 
the cross arms on the pole*. Two 
feet is now the distance uw»I. Three 
feet will be used under Ijhe new 
rules.

A rule was adopted providing for 
wider spacing of telephone lines on 
the same poles with high voltage 
lines.

Transformers and switches on 
lines spreading in thr««> or four dir
ections are considered dangerous. 
Under the rules adopted, switches 
and transformers shall not ]b* placet] 
on this class of poles.

It has also been found toj l>e dan

gerous to have ground wires among 
the above class of power linpa. From 
now on, these ground wires must lie 
on other poles or amply protected.

This bringes to an end li contro
versy that started In July last, when 
the public utilities commission issued 
an order to all utility corporations 
to appear anti show cause why uni
form rules should not be established. 
This brought the power und light, 
the telephone and telegraph and the
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PLAYING SAME OLD BROKE THRU ICE TALKED BY PHONE 
GAME AT BOISE ON BEAR LAKE ACROSS CONTINENT

There is no millenium in sight for 
Idaho as a result of the change of 
administration, says the Boise cor
respondent to the Lewiston Tribune.
I find that while there is loud talk 
on all sides around the state house 
for economy, efficiency and a higher 
standard of public life, there is the 
same smell of buncombe, the 
same sickening exhibition of peanut 
politics, the same confidence game 
among legislators, the same total 
neglect of the things that are really 
worth while.

I was in the house of representa
tives Wednesday morning. The ses
sion lasted for less than an hour and 
most of that time was taken up in 
debating whether or not the ser
geant-at-arms should be authorized 
to spend $25 for postage to send 
copies of the journal and copies of 
bills to citizens who desired them.

Anderson, the democratic floor 
leader, arose in his place in the cen
ter of the hall, secured recognition 
from Speaker Conner in the chair 
and moved that this $25 of the peo
ple’s money be spent in this way. 
Johnston, the republican floor lead
er, opposed. He thought the mem
bers should pay the postage out of 
their allowance. Then the debate 
became general. One member sug
gested that each member turn over 
•1.00 worth of stamps to the aer- 
geant-at-arms for this purpose. This 
was opposed. Then it was discover
ed that part of the $1.00 worth 
should be in stamps and part in pa
per wrappers. Then it was charged 
that this horizontal levy on the mem
bers would be unfair as some would 
mail out more stuff than others. Af
ter the debate had run for the best 
part of an hour and when serious 
parliamentary entanglements were 
threatened, Speaker Conner suggest
ed that when a member wished the 
sergeant-at-arms to send out mail 
matter he hand him the necessary 
postage, and so the problem was 
solved.

There are no special evidences of 
economy noted in and around the 
legislature. There is the full quota 
of bouse and senate employes stand
ing around in each other’s way.

_ ,——-------, ... _________ These is the same flood of bills roll-
HOW MUCH SHOULD Â 'N *ng in and being printed at as high s

NEWSPAPER GIVE AWAY? Tjcc per page as ever, and maybe a

When a newspaper gives you a lot trifle higher than heretofore. There 
of free advertising in order to boom a e ^ same dilatory tactics bound 
some concert or entertainment in important work of the
which you are interested keep track . - , . ...
of the lines that are printed week by w won into the closing hours with 
week and multiply that number by t e nands of the clock turned hack, 
the regular advertising rates of the 1 jere is the same cheap by-play of 
paper. Compare the results with j lrty politics in every move that is 
the actual money value of any favor , 
that you get from any other business I*aa ’

Then take into considera-

Fish Haven, Jan. 26.—About 10 
o’clock Thursday morning, Jan. 21, 
Ernest and Ralph Smith broke 
through the ice, while skating on 
Bear Lake, and narrowly escaped 
being drowned. The two young 
men and Ernest Erickson were skat
ing and when about a quarter of a 
mile from shore Ernest Erickson sat 
down to tighten one of his skate 
strape8. As he finished buckling 
the strap he glanced up and saw the 
two Smith boys struggling in the 
water. He hurried to their assist
ance, but soon realized that he could 
do nothing without a rope or other 
help, so he skated as fast as he could 
to shore, and securing a plank from 
the corral of Nephi Williamson, he 
skated hack to the boys, who were 
holding onto the ice but unable to 
pull themselves up out of the water. 
He soon rescued Ralph, but Ernest 
Smith is quite large and had on a 
heavy sheepskin lined coat, and they 
were afraid the plank would break. 
Mr. Erickson made another trip to 
shore and got a rope, but before he 
returned to the Smith boys, Ralph 
had succeeded in getting his brother 
out of the water.

By this time a number of people 
had gathered on the ice and the 
boys were taken home as quickly aa 
possible. Ralph was none the worse 
for his ducking in the icy water, 
but as Ernest was in the water con
siderably longer he was well nigh 
exhausted and it was necessary to 
rub him vigorously for several min
utes in order to revive him. Both 
boys would undoubtedly have drown
ed had it not been for the prompt 
action of Ernest Erickson.

Perhaps the highest achievement 
In the scientific world was reached 
Monday afternoon when telephone 
conversations were carried on be
tween Washington, New York. Bos
ton and Han Francisco, with as muoh 
ease as though tin we conversing were 
only a few miles apart. This remark
able achievement was enjoyed by 
President Wilson of tlie United Htates, 
Professor Alexander (irahatn Hell, 
the Inventor of the telephone; Thom
as A. Watson, the first man to whom 
Mr. Hell ever talked over the tele
phone; President Moore of the Pana
ma-Pacific Kxpoeltinn, and many 
othere. It was the Inauguration of 
the transcontinental commercial tele
phone system and It required over 
8,400 mil«« of wire to connect the eas
tern with the western coast, 
as though the Atlantic had readied 
over In its mighty splendor and shak
en hands with the peaceful Pacific. 
The conversations occurred about 4 
o'clock eastern time, and 1 o’clock 
Han Francisco tins.

President Wilson was the first per
son not connected with the telephone 
company to enjoy the privilege of 
hearing a human voice over 8,100 
in Iles of wire. He stepped to the tele
phone. and, placing the receiver to 
bis ear, said. In a very clear and Im
pressive manner, to President Moore 
of the Panama and Pacific Exposition 
“It appeals to the Imagination to 
speak across tfie continent. It Is a 
fine omen for the exposition that tits 
first thing it has dons Is to send Its 
voice from sea to tea. I congratulate 
you on tiie fine prospects for a suc
cessful exposition. I am confidently 
hoping to take part In it after the ad
journment of congress. May I not 
send my greetings to tbs manage 
ment and to all whose work has made 
it possible and has made it the great 
event it promisee to be, and to con
vey my personal congratulations to 
youT*'

As the president finished. President 
Moore of the great exposition respond
ed: “We are looking forward to your 
coming here here. I think you wilt 
be well pleased with what we have 
done. 1 assure you, Mr President, 
that you will never receive a wel
come that will be more cordial or 
more enthusiastic."

Thirty-four years ago, when Alex
ander Oraham Bell Invented the 
telephone, his first conversation was 
witli Mr. Thomas A- Watton. They 
then talked over a line two miles 
long. It Is an Interesting fact that 
Dr. Bell and Mr. Watson used the 
same instruments Monday In accomp
lishing the transcontinental conver
sation that they used thirty-four 
years ago in accomplishing their two- 
mlte conversation They also used 
a part of the same wire used then.

President Wilson also talked with 
Theodore S. Vail, president of the 
American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, who was at Jekyil Island, 
off the coast of Ueogla.

In each city from which the conver
sations were held, the greatest prep

/

tabllshed by Um order lamad ywUtr-It was
day are expected to take their place
aa the model for rulee for all other 
western states, especially where con
ditions are rimilkar to those In Idaho.

All agree that the Idaho rules 
make ample provisions for safeguard
ing the live« of the men who work
among Um wlrta and the general
public aa «veil; and that this la ac
complished without subjecting any 
interest to harah and unreasonable 
regulations, or subjecting any com
pany to heavy unnecessary expense.

ANOTHER PIONEER 
PASSES AWAY

DR. KING APPOINTED 
COUNTY PHYSICIAN

The county commissioners wer» In 
session Tuesday and Wednesday and 
adjourned until TiisudaV, March 
3nd. Tiis selection of a county phy
sician, which was laid over from 
their previous meeting.' Was settled 
Wednesday by the appointment of 
Dr. H H. King of this city. After 
several votes wer» taken and the re
sult each time being the same one 
vote each for Dr*. King, Cooley and 
Mutton - the commise loners decided 
to settle the quesUou by lot It was 
agreed that tbs names of the three 
physiciens should be written on sep 
arete slips of paper and placed In a 
hat, and the name of the first man 
drawn there from should be declared

Ht. Charles. Jan. 28.—Lanring 
Allred, mm of Um pioneers of Bearnf

4 Lake valley, died at his borne her*
this morning at 4 o'clock. Death
was «used from heart trouble.
from which Mr. Allred had suffered
for some time, and which had con
fined him to his bed for the past two 
months. Mr. Allred was born at 
Nauvoo, 111., 78 yuan ago. He 
came to Salt Lake in the early M'i

• s
and all contested electors of the 
same, other than provided for in this 
section, shall be determined as may 
be prescribed by law. The governor 
shall nominate and by, and with the 
consent of the senate, appoint a sec
retary of state, state auditor, state 
treasurer, attorney general and sup
erintendent of public instruction, 
who shall hold their respective offices 
for a period of two years or until 
such time as their successors in office 
are appointed and qualified, but may 
be removed from such office for 
cause by the governor.”

RESOULTION CALLS 
FOR SHORT BALLOT

BRAKEHAR C. A. THOMAS
BADLY SCALDED

and from there he «me to this vui-Last Friday night as an extra west 
bound freight was approaching Ban
croft, shortly after 10 o’clock, the 
crown sheet of engine 906 dropped 
and the engineer, fireman and brake- 
man C. A. Thomas were badly scald
ed by the escaping steam. Mr.
Thomas was brought to Montpelier, 
while the engineer and fireman were 
taken to the hospital at Po«tello.
At first jfr Thomas did not think 
his bums were bad .enough to neces
sitate him going to the hospital, but 
after an examination. Dr. King or
dered him sent to the L. D. S. hos
pital at Salt Lake. He was accom
panied by his wife and mother-in-law,
Mrs. J. N. Downing. His most se
vere bums were on the face, al
though his hands were both badly 
blistered. Dr. King did not think 
that the buna on the fa« were deep i »ration, had been arranged-prepara- The commissioner, discussed the 

. . I . . tu_v tlon* that were »ever excelled In the question at eoine length and agreed
m*aght" \ butth** hiamrlee of tb. cities. The city oflto- u> later go ue.r to. ptopeted mule,
are so serious that Mr. Thomas will, ^ (tkU, officials and othere prom I- to ascertain If a road 
not be able to return to work for1 neni ly connected with the public and 
several months. Word from Salt commercial life of each individual the read .hosld be ordered it wilt be
lake yesterday stated that be was eommuuity «rare present, and all en- necessary to con.trut* one bridge

pUah-

tey In 1864. where ha has rin« re-

The short ballot resolution intro
duced in the senate last Monday by 
Senator Hutton and known as senate 
joint resolution No. 9, offers to 
amend section 2 of article 4 of the 
constitution and submit the amend
ment to the people for ratification at 
the general election in 1916.

Section 2 of the constitution is pro
posed to be amended as follows by 

the* resolution:
‘Whe governor and lieutenant gov

ernor shall be elected by the quali
fied electors of the state at the time 
and places of voting for members of 
the legislature and the persons 
spectfully having the highest num
ber of votes for the office voted foi 
shall have an equal and the highes 
number of votes for any one of sai< 
offices the two houses of the legisla 
tore at its regular session shall forth 
with by joint ballot elect one of said
persons forsaid By hlgb„ prt_
of election for governor uten h(Jo tbtnj, u ought to give) Heb. 12. The price kgs been re»

'ÎM te. « «.*1 », **

Besides other relativ«, he is sur-
the unanimous choice tor county 
physician. After ths »liâmes were 
placed in a hat. Rev. Wheeler, who 
was In another part of toe court 
house, was called Into

vived by his widow, mm son and one
daughter. The Urns for the funer-I i
at has not hire« set, but it Will prob
ably not be held until next Monday, 
awaiting the arrival at raiath 
from other parta of the state.

«T; eotnmis-
■ioner.' office and ask to draw a 
slip from toe hat, be did ao and the 
slip contained the name of Dr K1"«. 
He «vas accordingly declared the 
county physician for tbs'next ensuing quaiuted with ths country, that tl 

would require something Ilk# 8U.0M
two years. to construct tbs read. Including the

A petition, bearing the names of a bfkig*.
large number of signature», was fllml Tl- road la badly needed and I be 
with the commissioners asking for mlastonersexpressed toeOMelv 
the construction of a new road from a j ss being favorable to to# prepuallkm. 
point near Hunter a Orky’s ranch at snd promised to give It thorough and 
Dingle to the Wyoming line, the pell- careful consideration, 
tinner* agreeing to donate about 

worth of work o«| the proposed
road
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The dem of the Mountain club re
ceived 4180 as Its share of Mm pro-

This amount has been added to the
public drinking fountain fand, which 
toe club started 
by spring tbs stub »xps.U to hare

concern.
tion the fact that advertising and
circulation are the only two things^ ^ ^

how ! ' öl be held in Boise on Friday,

LINCOLN DAY BANQUET. ;

figure. Ifstructed at a reasons
enough money to purchase a suitable
fountain which will be erected al

getting along as nicely as «oak) be Joyed ths wooderful f«t 
expycted. cd.

Bear river, near Pegrem. andYJ it was roagMy «Umated by those a«-


