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The Indian, Our Neighbor
j

Editor Trego tells of the^Blackfoot Indians. Information about the reservation. How to become acquainted with Indians, The schools,
habits, customs and difficulties of a lovable race adopting civilian ways.

not like they were when they went 
away and they feel towards them 
about like we western white folks 
would feel toward sons who went to 
Harvard college and returned wear
ing tall silk hats, 
with their old friends wearing west
ern hats they would feel out of place 
and the young men wearing the 
slouch hats and enjoying them, 
would be disposed to make fun of 
the silk hats. There would be a gulf 
between them. This same thing ex
ists at the Indian homes when the 
gradutes return. The graduates feel 
out of place because of their cloth
ing, their language and manners are 
different and they can only overcome 
this difference by donning their 
Indian costumes. Until they do that, 
they do not feel at ease, neither do 
their friends.

Where Else Could They Go?
If these graduates do not return 

to their homes or their Indian camps, 
where else should they go? They 
could not go to Blackfoot or Poca
tello and live at a hotel and if they 
went out among the business houses 
of the town and asked for employ
ment they would find it difficult to 
get on. The average business man 
would not give one of them a job 
and if he did they would be on pro
bation, with every little mistake and 
blunder magnified and in danger of

ask them for employment. The reply 
which the white person would give 
to the Indian applying for employ
ment would be the proper answer to 
the question, “What is the use of 
educating the Indians?’’ Until the 
white man is willing to give the 
Indian graduate the same chance 
that he would give a white graduate, 
it is a very discouraging matter for 
the Indians to seek an education. It 
Is a hard position they are placed fn 
at best. It is a long step from the 
primeval forest to civilization as it 
is today. It is not possible to make 
that step in one generation and the 
generation or two intervening In the 
change have the hard problems to 
meet and solve. T*he white man by 
his conduct makes it more difficult 
for the Indian. The white man sup
posed to have the superior intel
ligence and broader understanding 
of the whole situation takes the nar
row selfish view and multiplies the 
troubles for the red man. We have 
many educated Indians on the reser
vation, whose talents are absolutely 
going to waste because of these dif
ferences and the selfishness of the 
white man.

When General Grant sat down 
with Lee at Appomatox to frame 
the conditions of surrender, they 
talked over the conditions and Gen
eral Grant’s secretary, Eli Parker, a 
full blood Seneca Indian drafted the

people do not understand, and they 
are not informed on a great many 
things that the white people do un
derstand. There are points of dif
ference between them as there is be
tween all other nations and peoples, 
but the human element is found 
everywhere.

and all they could use for them
selves. They were to have lands in 
the Portneuf country and the Camas 
prairies, but the secretary wrote it 
"Kansas prairies’’ by mistake and 
wheii it was written up at Washing
ton and forwarded to Governor 
Curtis of Idaho, he of course could 
not reconcile the records and he told 
the surveyors to survey a reservation 
for them in the Portneuf country and 
to make it plenty large enough. The 
surveyors mapped out the country as 
indicated in the introduction of this 
article and the Indian department 
told the Indians that that was their 
territory. The Indians were n„t very 
well satisfied because it did not In
clude the Camas prairie. They 
wanted that country because of the 
growth of Camas root, an art!"ls of 
food very much prized by the 
Indians. For a wh He the Indian 
agent made efforts to get a hearing 
for them on this subject and to get 
ail allowance of the Camas prairie 
set apart for them, but the white 
people were crowding in upon that, 
country so aggressively it seemed 
almost impossible to keep them off 
and nothing was ever done abo it it. 
The irritat'.on arising from the use 
of the Camas prairie by the white 
men brought on the war pf 187 8 ar.d 
the government and the settlors 
sacrificed the value of a large scope 
of country without arriving at a har
monious understanding with the 
Indians. But in the out come the 
Indians did not receive anything, but 
the original reservation lying be
tween Snake river and the Portneuff.

A Lovable People 
The Indians are a little difficult 

to get acquainted with but are very 
lovable people when one understands 
them. The white people coming 
among them for the first time usu
ally stare at them as if they were 
freaks, thus showing the worst of 
manners and manners that would 
be inexcusable between white people 
themselves. Then they attempt to 
take liberties with the Indians by 
photographing them without so 
much as saying “By your leave,” and 
the Indian resents this intrusion 
upon his rights, this lack of courtesy 
due to every individual. At this 
stage the Indian usually asserts his 
rights by turning away or concealing 
his face or in some manner defeating 
the purpose of the photographer. 
When white people dismiss the idea 
that the Indians are different from 
other human beings and when they 
act upon the assumption that the 
Indians are just about like other 
folks, they thereby put themselves 
in a position to begin to get 
acquainted with the Indians. They 
know a great deal that the white

crease of forty-nine over the preced
ing year. Of these 893 were males 
Indians on the reservation, an in- 
and 872 were females. There were 
450 families, 150 of them living in 
permanent homes in houses, 
these 150 houses, eighty of them 
have floors in, the other 300 families 
were occupying tents or tepees. 
During the year there were sixty- 
nine births, of which thirty-three 
were male children and thirty-six 
were females. During the year there 
were sixty-three deaths, of which 
fourteen were male adults and fifteen 
were female adults, fifteen were male 
children and nineteen female child
ren. Twenty-three of the deaths 
among children were under three 
years of age. Twenty-eight of the 
sixty-three deaths were due to tuber
culosis. During the year 570 per
sons were examined for diseases, of 
which 291 were males and 279 were 
females. Out of this 570 persons, 
2oj had some form of tuberculosis.

Indians With a Gough
About 30 per cent of those ex

amined have some form of trachoma, 
which is a disease of the air pas
sages, the throat and lungs. The 
number of total insane persons on 
the reservation during the year were 
two, one man and one woman.

The total number of children in 
schools of all kinds were 222. Of 
this number twenty-one were at the 
Mission, where there is capacity for 
only twenty. One hundred forty were 
in boarding schools like the Manual 
Training school and the higher in
stitutions mentioned, where the at
tendance was 90 9-10 per cent of en
rollment. There were also on the 
reservation forty-two boys and 
thirty girls eligible for school and 
159 boys and 109 girls not eligible 
for school.

Reservation Statistics 
The Shoshone and Bannock Indian 

reservation is bounded on the south 
by the Portneuf, on the northwest 
and north and part way on the east 

^by the Snake river and the Blackfoot 
river. For some distance connect
ing the headwaters of the Portneuf 
and the Blackfoot, the boundary line 
does not follow any stream, but cuts 
across the mountains in a north and 
south direction.

Capital of the Reservation 
< The government of the reserva

tion is administered from the agency 
at Fort Hall, a railway station mid
way between Blackfoot and Poca- 
teljo. The reservation government is 

•vesttsd in the Indian agency acting 
under the department of Indian af- 

1 fairs. Indian Agent Ashmeyer is 
assisted by Chief Clerk Hardy and 
then there is the police department 
with its chief and assistants, the 
agricultural department with its 
chief and assistants, the department 
of livestock and the department of 
irrigation, the latter under the recla
mation service. There is also the 
viepartment of education carried out 
thru an institution known as the 
Manual Training school, situated just 
south of Fort Hall. Thre is also a 
public school on the reservation at 
Fort Hall carried on like other pub
lic schools as a part of the county 
unit.

MinglingOf

How to Get Acquainted
A good way to get acquainted with 

the Indians is to give them a friendly 
greeting like other people when you 
meet them. Show them the same 
courtesies and same good manners 
that are shown to other people. Do 
not try to talk Indian to them and 
make a mess of it. If you cannot 
speak their language, speak your 
own language; they probably under
stand all- you say and can probably 
use your language as well as you can 
yourself. Do not speak any louder 
to them than you would speak to 
people of your own race. In Indian 
language the word “hintz,” long 
sound of “i”, means about the same 
as the word friend in our language. 
In your relations with the Indians 
it is always safe to address them as 
hintz, and they appreciate that. The 
white man has an expression “How 
do you do” or “Good morning” or 
“How are you.” In his native habits 
the Indian leaves oft the last of those 
phrases and merely says “how.” It 
means about the same as all the 
other, but it is not usually used in 
connection with the word “hintz,” 
For example, it would seem a little 
awkward to say “How, hintz?” but 
it is an acceptable greeting to say 
“Hello, hintz,” or “Good morning, 
hintz.”

It will take a generation or two 
for the Indians as a race to adap* 
themselves to the changes that civili
zation has brought as well as to get 
along without the things that civili
zation has destroyed. People who 
meet the Indians as much as the peo
ple in.the Blackfoot country should 
learn what they can about the 
Indians *and their ways and meet 
them accordingly, 
mutual advantage'to both races.

School the Indians
A good many people object to 

spending money to educate the 
Indian boys and girls because thej 
say when they come back from school 
the “go back to the blanket’ 'or “go 
back to the camp.” A difficult prob
lem confronts the Indian youth and 
maiden at graduating time. Natur
ally they want to return to their 
homes and see their people, 
come back looking so different their 
people are likely to feel that these 
sons and daughters returning are
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Department of Government 
\ The police department is manned 

chiefly by Indians acting under a 
chief of police. The livestock de
partment provides for the leasing of 
a great deal of the grazing lands on 
the reservation, either to Indians or 
white men who will pay the price. 
All the livestock owned by the 
Indians is held individually excepting 
what is known as the tribal herd of 

^ cattle. It is cared for and the busi
ness administered thru the agency 
by employing both Indians and white 
men. Irrigation is maintained by the 
use of an extensive canal system fed 
with waters from the Blackfoot 
reservoir high up in the mountains 
on the head of the Blackfoot. 
Water masters and ditch riders con- 

ft trol the flow of the water according 
to the established right of the in
dividuals and the purchasers of the 
system.

Indians possessing agricultural 
lands and not caring to farm them, 
can lease them to anyone thru the 
agency. There are certain agricul

tural lands scattered over the reser
vation that are placed upon the 
market for sale at intervals. These 
can be bid in either by Indians or 
white men. These lands are sold on 
the installment plan on a ten-year 
payment basis.

The work of education is carried 
on chiefly by white men and women, 

*. but Indians are given the preference 
when they can qualify. After the 
Indian student has finished the in
dustrial school or the public schools 
or both, if they wish to take advant
age of higher education they are sent 
away at government expense to such 
schools as Carlisle, Sherman Insti
tute and Chemewa. Carlisle is in 

iPennsylvania, Sherman Institute at 
Riverside, Calif., and Chemewa is in 
Oregon, south of Portland.

{'/
iff;& M ii

%
m4

>wfc.
EM

0111 *mWH
What Kind of Folks

About half of the Indians on the 
reservation wear what is called mod
ern attire, meaning the white man's 
clothing. There are forty-nine 
Indian citizens, forty-nine voters, 
600 that read and write and speak 
English. There are 1393 full bloods, 
and 180 half breeds. There are 143 
that have mixed blood less than half 
breeds. There are forty-three Indians 
owning patented lands; there are 
ninety-five having certificates of com
petency, meaning that they can 
transact their own business, without 
the superintendence or guardianship 
of the government.

Big Indian Fanners 
The government records show that 

there are four Indian farmers worthy 
of espetial mention to .the govern
ment for being successful farmers 
on a large scale. They are Roy 
Fpulkner, Ralph Dixie, Charles Dig- 
gie and Jacob Browning.

All Indian Crops
Taking the total of all crops har

vested by the Indians, there were 
9000 tons of alfalfa hay, 300 tons 
of Timothy hay, wild hay in large 
quantities not reported upon. They 
raised 51,000 bushels of wheat, 
1000 bushels of oats, 23,375 bushels 
of potatoes, 2800 bushels of corn and 
1248 tons of sugar beets.

Stock on Reservation 
During the year there were on the 

reservation 46,000 sheep, 1175 cattle 
of a total valuation of $512,875. 
There were twenty bulls, most of 
them highbred animals. There were 
4500 cows and heifers. There were 
600 steers, 550 calves, the valuaticu 
of which was placed at $85,811. 
There were 4000 head of horses, 
about 1500 of them beifig mares. 
These were all kinds of animals from 
pretty good ho.ses down to small 
ponies.
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Performers at the Sun danre w ear but little clothing and do not eat.

costing them their job. They would 
have a much harder time to make 
good on the job than a white gradu
ate. An Indian girl seeking employ
ment in the t wn would find it very 
difficult to get work exce ting as a 
maid and she would be more on pro
bation than a white girl In the same 
position.

A great many people ask the ques
tion, “What is the use of educating 
the Indians?” 
that question is to have graduate 
Indians go to those same people and

terms of surrender while they talked. 
This Indian had worked up thru the 
ranks in the travail of war und on 
his merits had passed other men un
til he was a member of Grant’s staff 
and secretary to the general, taking 
charge of both his public and private 
business.
such incidents where Indians have 
achieved unusual success, but they 
cannot achieve success unless they 
are given the opportunity, 
cannot intrude themselves upon peo
ple who do not give their consent.

They

History is replete with

mm tMMtall The proper answer to TheyV
m, rM-m.
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SETTLES LAW CASE $60 and tails you (the plaintiff) 

take $oa.
He flipped the coin and it fell upon 

a table heads up.
The defendant paid $60 and the 

Court marked the case “settled.”

‘AmmW n BY FLIPPING COIN
w

AKRON. Ohio.—By flipping a pen
ny Common Pleas Judge W. J. Alien: 
broke a dead lock in connection with 
the settlement of a lawsuit.

Attorneys in the case declared the 
court's unusual procedure was a just 
one.
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N. E. MontgomeryIt was a damage suit. The claim 
was for $160. Judge Ahern advised 
the plaintiff and defendent to settle 
Although the defendant agreed to 
pay $50, the plaintiff held out for 
$60.

m
Helping Develop a People

' % ■The government does what it can 
to encourage agriculture and stock 
raising among ^he Indians and the 
leaders among the Indians teach 
their people thrift and the better 

p„ways of agriculture and stockraising, 
thus encouraging them as much as 
they can to adopt the white man’s 
ways of making a living. They have 

difficulty in preserving the

(f " The Old Keiinble Auctioneer' ■
illilBIll f.

When the judge found neither side 
would liudge he informed the liti
gants of his plan for disposing of the 
controversy. Plaintiff and defendant 
agreed.

Taking a cent out of his pocket 
Judge Ahern said:

“Hoads, you (the defendant) pay

Is Still at Your Service
A Sun dance among the Indian s hears considerable resemblance to 

a revival or camp meeting among w hite people.
See J. II. DeHart

Or Call 1207J

some
original costume and to teach the 
young to continue manufacture by 
the hand methods and at the same 

. time to adopt the white man’s ways 
p and white man’s method of dress. 

All students at schools adopt the 
white man's dress, but on returning 
to their people and mingling with 

. those who have not been much in 
' vchool and who are seeking to re
tain. their primitive costume, the 
_ uiwits are usually ridiculed if they 
d<* not re\urn to the native garb, 
is easier for the male Indians to 
adopt the white man’s garb than for 
the women. An Indian woman who 
discards the native garb and wears 
dresses is usually ostracized socially, 
and not until she returns to it, is she 
received and treated as one of them. 
This holds true with the older ones 
more than it does with the younger 

When persons of mixed blood 
% marry into white families, they are 
* likely to be ostracized by the whites, 

but when they marry into Indian 
families they are accepted on a social 
equality with the Indians.

Just How Many Indians 
On June 30, 1920 there were 1765

Idaho Falls, at my expense

NT PMWhite Folks’ Privileges
It is the privilege of white people 

t) cross the reservation or to enter 
the territory without special permit; 
it is not their privilege to hunt and 
fish on the reservation. They are 
permitted to drive anywhere upon 
the Indian lands for sightseeing pur
poses, but are not at liberty to dis
turb the vegetation, timber or any
thing that grows upon it. By the 
generosity of the Indians, the white 
people are permitted to gather the 
wild fruit growing in the mountains 
if they do not damage the trees and 
bushes.
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Cities and God’s Out-of-Doors WJt
Ok

Jens Jensen, consulting landscape 
architect of the West Chicago parks, 
author of the comprehensive plan for 
the roadside planting of the Lincoln 
highway by (he General Federation 
of Women’s clubs, promoter of Illinois 
state parks and president of The 
Friends of Our Native Landscape, tills 
summer visited a friend who has a 
log cabin in the northern woods. He 
found the big estate barred to camp
ers because of their untidy ways and 
their carelessness with fire. Driving 
back to Chicago he met the first mes
sage of the great city: The vegeta
tion decorating the roadside, flowers 
and all, trampled down, a debris of 
waste paper, cans, banana skins and 
other remnants of the woodland feast.

“The motor car brings city folks 
Into the country by the thousands,’’ 
says this distressed nature-lover, 
“and through their total Ignorance of 
those things that call them away from 

the city to give them Joy and pleasure and a new lease of life they are grad
ually debarred from enjoying them. There is in everybody aD Inborn yearning 
for the roadside flower and the beauty of God’s out-of-doors, but folks must 
learn that to be able to have them with us we must leave them alone.

“Is ft not time that our schools think seriously about teaching the city 
child something about God’s out-of-doors? Is It not time that we start semi
annual pilgrimages for all the children? Is It not time that we surround 
our schools with bits of the country for study and appreciation? And is it 
not time to secure the remnants of those once great lorests for the beauty 
they give to our country and their value to our civilization? Here we may 
commune with nature, camp and play under such restrictions that seem 
necessary to preserve from destruction the shrine we came to worship.”

w

Guilty Conquerors 
The Indians formerly owned the 

whole country and the white race 
are here as trespassers. They took 
some of the land and bought some of 
it, hut the white men made most i.f 
'.ho bargains and the Indiin ac epod 
what he could get.

A League With Indi i is 
In the treaty of 1865 xc Sho

shones and Bannocks were promised 
about all the country they wanted
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He had been “called away on business.
But when wifie floated into “Honeysuckle Inn”
On a little business of her own—
Ye gods, what a night!
Another side-splitting laugh hit by the stars of 
“Twenty-three and a Half Hours’ Leave,

By George V. Hobart. A Thomas H. Ince Production.
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Three educated girls dressed for an Indian celebration and feast.1
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