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REDUCED RATES SE
CURED FOR SEED SHOW

POLITICS OR PRODUCTS? HONOR FOR NEWSPAPER MEN TALK W’lTH YOUR LEGISLATORS UTILITIES COMMISSION
TRIMS THE POWER TRUST?

\ A Chat on 
Electricity

When Governor Davis made selec
tion of a private secretary to handle 
the business coming up to him in 
the executive office, he chose F. W. 
Brown, of Idaho Falls, a man who 
had been holding a position with the 
Idaho Falls Post, and he has served 
four years in that position.

Governor-elect Moore has chosen 
Ben H. Read, one of the owners of 
The Post, and former employer of 
Mr. Brown, and he is now on the job 
getting acquainted with its duties.

The governor’s secretary actually 
handles the mass of business for the 
governor, and in many ways fills the 
larger position himself. A young 
woman working in the reception 
room or front office, meets all 
comers and does some preliminary 
sorting to hold those up who are not 
in a hurry or not on important busi
ness, and to open the way for those 
whose business is important. She 
confers with the governor’s secre
tary on some of these matters and 
he watches the course of other con
ferences that are in progress and 
seizes opportunities to speed up the 
slow one, and usher in the next one.

In handling the mail and tele
grams and telephone calls and many 
appointments, the secretary acts the 
part of the governor, working in 
harmony with his wishes or under 
his orders or as he believes the gov
ernor would order it if he were 
present or if he could be consulted.

Mr. Brown has been a very able 
secretary, and in his four years of 
service, has undergone a training 
that should be of great value to him. 
He has built up an acquaintance in 
Idaho and with many men in other 
states, and has acquired a knowl
edge of the larger operations of pub
lic and private business that marks 
him as a man of considerable school
ing obtained in a brief four years 
that turn him out into the activities 
of present with an unusual ability. 
He is a good public speaker, has a 
rich strong voice that is worth a 
fortune in some vocations; has a 
good memory for names and faces, 
and is a dynamo for work. He has 
represented the governor at many 
important conventions where mat
ters of reclamation, drainage and 
statecraft were being considered, 
and has made an enviable record.

By GUY FLENNER
If there is anything the coming 

4egislature will be short on it will 
not be advice. Therefore, it may be 
well to get in while the advising is 
good. However, it is not advice the 
writer has in mind, but a suggestion 
that may appeal to the members- 
elect, who will compose what ought 
to be a notable history-making body.

I have been a close observer of 
every Idaho legislature beginning 
with the last territorial session, the 
fifteenth; and I have been a close 
observer of Idaho development.

The legislatures that have failed 
have been those that gave their 
time mostly to politics. Govern
ment is necessarily enmeshed in 
politics, and no legislature could be 
freed from it; but to make politics, 
the Alpha and Omega, to devote a 
large portion of the time to political 
procedure and political ambitions, 
destroys the efficiency of any legis
lature.

If I read the signs correctly the 
people of Idaho are far more con
cerned with .problems bearing on 
production than they are with 
methods of getting people in and 
out of office, altho admittedly the 
politicians, having. clever means of 
creating political fevers, have some 
basis for their claims to legislative 
attention. But the people, in my 
opinion, will be more satisfied 
major study and action shall be 
directed ot our resources.

After all, potatoes mean more 
than primaries, cows more than 
conventions, timber more than the 
time-honored tenure, mining more 
than Machiavelianism.

Production and distribution— 
growing and marketing—are essen
tials, and the legislature that even 
makes a good start in the direction 
of solving problems associated with 
those subjects has made Idaho de
velopment history.

It is not contended that any state 
can control competition in our pro
ducts nor make markets as against 
over-production in the nation, but it 
surely can do something to protect, 
to a greater extent than at present, 
our producers and aid in economic 
distribution of their products. With
out proper distribution we face a 
condition perennially spelling waste 
and loss that cannot be overcome by 
political platitudes or rate reduc
tions.

What may be done? Perhaps fio 
industry has for itself evolved a real 
solution. How much less may th< 
ndividual be expected to arrive a' 
once?

But is not this suggestion pert
inent—that all the industries be 
brought into conference with the 
legislature? Thoughtful representa
tives of our agriculture, our timber, 
our livestock, our mining, our rail
roads, power, telephone and other 
interests might with great profit to 
the state be brought into consulta
tion .first divesting themselves of 
thoughts of special advantage, but 
each imbued with a desire for leg
islation that will build up all, and 
thru all, the state.

Each coming in turn with its own 
problems, probably half digested, 
and with the human nature selfish
ness that may easily characterize de
tached action, the legislature is 
quite apt to become confused and 
irresolute.

If the coming session can gain a 
correct understanding of funda
mental requirements, and give Itself 
time to consider them, there is little 
room for doubt that it will reduce 
some ot our real problems to real 
answers.

Senator L. R. Thomas and Repre
sentative George A. Line will keep 
open house a tthe court room on 
Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 2 from 3 to 
5 for the purpose of conferring with 
people who wish to express their 
views as to what the legislature 
should do, and you are invited to be 
there.

This meeting is not held for the 
purpose of adopting resolutions and 
tying the hands of our members 
when questions come up in the 
house and senate, but to advise 
them of the views and wishes of 
their folks at home so they may be 
beter equipped to try for what is 
wanted. There are about a hundred 
members in the house, so Mr. Line 
understands that he is only about a 
hundredth part of it, and does not 
hope to make himself felt so very 
much. The senate is composed of 
less than fifty members, but Mr. 
Thomas may be given important 
committee work or may be the floor 
leader, by reason of long member
ship and familiarity with men and 
measures, and he will be more than 
one-fiftieth of the senate.

Well, attend the gathering on 
Tuesday, and do not be surprised if 
your suggestions get enacted into 
law or if they are never heard of 
again. A legislature is a big mill 
and a queer thing.

BOISE, Idaho—The Oregon Short 
Line R. R. company has granted a 
reduced rate of a fare and a third 
for the Idaho State Seed Show to be 
held at Burley, January 9-12, 1923, 
on the certificate plan, according to 
an announcement made by C. B. 
Ahlson, secretary-treasurer of the 
seed show. This means that 150 
tickets sold to Burley will be neces
sary to secure this rate. Anyone at
tending the show should buy a one 
way ticket to Burley and get a re
ceipt for it. These receipts will be 
collected at the show and providing 
the necessary 150 are procured, a 
one-third fare will be granted for 
the return trip.

Plans for the coming show are 
well under way. Entries are com
ing in daily from all parts of the 
state and there will be keen com- 
petion for the $1500 premium 
money to be awarded. There will 
be several additional features to 
this year’s show. The model dairy 
and seed farms which attracted so 
much atention at the International 
Grain and Hay Show at Chicago re
cently are being returned for the 
Burley show. Another addition to 
this year’s event will be the demon
stration hall where grain grading 
and treating, potato treating, corn 
selection, seeds and weeds, poultry 
and bull associations are other at
tractions will be demonstrated every 
morning.

The best speakers obtainable have 
been secured for the afternoon and 
evening programs and there will be 
something to interest every type of 
farmer in the state. Tuesday, Janu
ary 9, is seed day; Wednesday, Jan
uary 10, is potato day; Thursday, 
January 11 is poultry and dairy day 
and Friday, January 12 is livestock 
day. On Thursday afternoon and 
during the entire day Friday there 
will be a special program of interest 
to women.

With the carrying out of the plans 
there is no doubt but that this year’s 
show will be the best in twelve years 
history of the show. Let’s all get 
behind this show and boost the pure 
seed industry.

The utilities commission of Idaho j
has just rendered a decision ot far 1
reaching importance affecting the 
prices to be charged for electric ser
vice by the Idaho Power company.

The net effect of this decision will j 
be that rates for all electrical ser
vice will be kept down rather than 
raised, the schedule of prices being 
based on the amount invested add a 
“reasonable return’’ allowed on J
such Investment under direction of ' J 
the commission. They will meet on 
January 22 to make the schedule of 
prices to go into effect based on this 
decision.
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Long Investigation

The question of prices has been 
pending since 1919 when the com
pany asked for a revision upward 
and the commission said it would be 
advisable to determine the amount 
of capital invested and the amount 
actually invested to a useful purpose 
in creating and maintaining the 
service. It was claimed that there 
was “watered stock,” as expressed 
in the purchase of competitive 
plants and property at wasteful 
prices, and goods listed in the in
ventory that should not be, and that 
returns would be allowed only on 
useful investments.

Following this, the inventory 
(complete list) was taken of all the 
company’s property and it has taken 
three years to do that and get the 
analysis and findings ready. In the 
discussion of just what should go 
into the inventory, different theories 
were advanced, and it was decided 
that tlft company should total every
thing they had put into the business, 
not including the worn out or obso
lete materials, but with deprecia
tions that would show their true 
value, the purchase price of plants 
and lands, the actual cost of im
provements etc., and make another 
list of the true value of the parts of 
the investments that are actually 
useful in furnishing the present ser
vice, not including idle plants and 
surprlus property of every kind.

High and Low Valuation 
The company turned in two in

ventories, one for about twenty-two 
million dolars and another for 
about thirteeen million. The utilities 
commission sent out engineers to 
check up on sections o£ it and found 
they were correct and' reliable in 
every way, but they made deduc
tions that cut down the amount they 
were willing to allow returns on, so 
that the working total is $11,638,- 
450.60.

Following are some of the deduc
tions made on which the commission 
is unwilling to allow the company 
any returns:

Commissions paid to brokers for 
negotiating loans or for selling 
bonds to get capital for carrying on 
the improvements apd enlargements. 
The commission says that if they did 
not have the money and had to go 
out and spend money to secure 
capital, that is the company’s loss. 
They are willing to allow returns on 
such costs as would be paid by a 
man or a firm that had the money to 
make the needed purchases and 
carry oh the work. That cuts out 
nearly a million dollars.

In acquiring power sites they 
bought acreage that is not necessary 
to the operation of the plant, and it 
lies there yielding nothing aB does 
a farmer’s waste lands that yield 
nothing. If he wants to keep it and 
pay taxes on it, very well, but the 
government does not guarantee him 
a profit on such investment.

In buying power plants which 
they afterwards remodeled, they had 
old buildings on their hands doing 
no particiilar service, and the com
mission will not allow any returns 
on them, however small. It tries to 
keep the company on a par with the 
farmer who has useless improve
ments on his place or the city 
dweller who has a coal house or 
wood house that is no longer used.
If he wants to leave it there and pay 
taxes on it, he may, but the state 
does not guarantee him a profit or 
any returns on what it cost him. 
That is his contribution to the 
changing conditions and progress of 
the times.

In buying out some of their com
petitors the commission finds that 
they may have paid too much; that 
they paid more than the property 
was actually worth and more than it 
is worth now since the remodeling 
or rebuilding was done, and it 
makes deductions accordingly, not 
allowing any profit on money in
vested merely to get control or to 
get a monopoly or even for the pur
pose of increasing the efficiency of

(Continued on Page 8)

By THE EDITOR

CHAPTER V.

In chapter four 1 gave what I 
could of the theory and practice of 
transporting electricity long dis
tances, trying ot show why it is that 
people in the country who happen to 
live right by a transmission line 
cannot be furnsihed with current 
without great expense. In order to 
lead a small amount of it away from 
the cable, they have to install a 
transformer to step it down to lower 
voltage (speed) take out what is 
needed and then step it up again to 
the high voltage, to conduct it on to 
destination without the expense of 
having the very large cable to con
duct it in the lower voltage, or as I 
prefer to say, slower speed.

In this work I have the promise of 
some electrical men, that when they 
read something in my articles that 
is not correct or that I am unable to 
make plain, they correct me or 
make it plainer to me if they can. 
Since I wrote chapter four, they in
form me that they guage the voltage 
of current when they step it up, by 
the windings of the wires in the 
transformer. They can step it up 
to twenty times the speed of the 
first cable 
some other voltage according to the 
way the wires are wound in the 
transformers, and the differences in 
the sizes of the wires and cables 
may be 120 to one or it may be 
something else, hence the rather in
definite comparisons that had been 
made to me, and which I used in the 
article.

*

*
LOST CAR IN COLLISION

A report comes from E. J. Stultz 
in California, that while driving be
tween Los Angeles and Pasadena in 
a fog, he collided with a car round
ing a curve at high speed, and his 
own car was wrecked, but nobody 
was seriously injured.

Mr. Stultz and his three com
panions report a long hard trip driv
ing thru to California and a mystify
ing condition confronting them 
when they got there. Building op
erations were in progress every
where and employment offices 
swamped with business and people 
standing in line to get their turn. 
Some of the questions asked of the 
applicants are, “What is your 
trade?”

“Do you live in California?”
“Are you familiar with customs 

affecting employment in this city?” 
And the final answer by the clerk, 
“Learn the local customs and apply 
again later.”

Some of the folks writing home 
from there say it is like getting into 
an exposition town, and streams of 
people, largely working men seeking 
employment, on the move all the 
time. People from different states 
assemble together as much as they 
can, and one of them mentions a 
colony of eighty from Rigby, Idaho, 
living as near each other as they 
could, all drawn together by the 
mere fact that they had seen each 
other before or had lived in the 
same locality.

or twenty-two times or to
*

GOVERNOR’S APPOINTEES

Governor-elect C. C. Moore has a 
real task on hand. He has many 
state house plums to pass out and 
some that are not likely to be passed 
at all, for consolidation plans are 
being considered for a few of the 
departments, it is said, and others 
may be eliminated altogether, says 
the Boise Capital News. Among the 
latter is the state constabulary. At 
the present time Governor-elect 
Moore is making a study of the sit
uation. He had no announcement 
to make when seen regarding the 
matter. It is probable that legisla
tion will have to be enacted to put 
into effect the program for economy 
in state affairs which the governor- 
elect contemplates.

The cabinet positions and their 
present heads are:

Department of agriculture—Miles 
Cannon, commissioner.

Department of finance—J. K. 
Fralick, commissioner.

Department of immigration, labor 
and statistics—O. H. Barber, com
missioner.

Department of law enforcement— 
R. O. Jones, commissioner.

Department of public investments 
—D. W. Church, commissioner.

Department of public works— 
William J. Hall, commissioner.

Department of reclamation—
Warren G. Swendson, commissioner.

■4-

GOODING COLLEGE OFFERS

According to the report of Pro
fessor Richard J. Bostrom, who has 
charge of the department of Com
merce and Business Administration 
at Gooding College, classes in busi
ness economics, commercial geogra
phy, accounting, banking, short
hand, typewriting and office organi
zation will be started January 22 for 
the benefit of those students who 
were not able to be in school the 
first semester.

Classes in other departments 
which new students may enter at 
that time include business printing, 
school administration, Idaho course 
of study and manual of methods, 
vocational tests and guidance, Eng
lish composition, contemporary lit
erature, public speaking, debating, 
private elocution, physica 1 culture, 
medieval and modern history, 
history of philosophy, textiles, house 
furnishing and equipment, college 
algebra, history and teaching of 
mathematics, calculus, solid geome
try, piano, voice, musical history 
and appreciation, old testament, 
marketing of farm products, physi
ology, ancient history, spelling, pen
manship, unclassified English and 
architectural drayring.

i
A Surprise to All

As I have said before, electricity 
is funny stuff, and we do not learn 
all about it in a day. I find that I 
dub along in uncertainty about some 
simple questio of electricity for 
years before I get to understand 
what it seems that somebody would 
have made plain to me on first 
inquiry.

A long time ago, W. H. Stuffle- 
beam had an electric range installed 
in his home of few hundred feet 
from my home, and I knew about it, 
but it did not occur to me that from 
the day he began using that range, 
the lights in our house would al
most go out at times for a moment 
and then would slowly recover their 
brilliancy. The neighbors were all 
intereste d in knowing how Mrs. 
Stufflebeam got along with that new 
tangled cooking and baking device, 
and how much it cost for current 
and whether it ever ‘shorted” and 
leaked current out into the wood
work and shocked the cook, but it 
never occurred to me that our light 
troubles were affected by their 
range. Finally I talked to the sup
erintendent of the power company 
about how our lights would flicker 
and nearly go out at times, and he 
said he was glad I had mentioned it 
to him, that he had rather expected 
it and knew what they would have 
to do to remedy it and would make 
the changes as soon as they could.

Soon after that the lights in our 
house became steady, and still I 
didn’t put two and two together and 
decide that the new transformer 
that had been put in down the alley 
was to form a reservoir of current 
that would enable Mrs. Stufflebeam 
to turn on the switch in her range 
without using the neighbor’s light
ing current for a moment until the 
stream of elecrlct fluid adjusted it
self to the change. Somebody had 

,ito tell it to me before I got the 
whole situation in mind. In going 
over the town I have noticed • the 
transformers on the poles at inter
vals and when farmers have talked 
to me and complained about not be
ing able to get the power company 
to put in a service line, where there 
were several neighbors to use it 
from the same line, still they could 
not get action and they could not 
get satisfactory explanation as to 
why it was refused excepting on 
payment of a sum of money that 
seemed like priflteering .

I had every opportunity to reason 
it out for myself about these trans
formers, but for many years I did 
not seem to learn anything new af
fecting that kind of a situation. I 
might have observed that the trans
formers are to be found about every 
two blocks in the town, and that 
this must be the, limit of distance for 
delivering current to the users, but 
that never occurred to me. I might 
have applied that to the farmers’ 
case and concluded that even tho 
there were a dozen farmers willing 
to take current on one line, that if 
their houses were not within two city 
blocks of each other, it would neces
sitate a transformer for each one of 
them, but that never occured to me, 
and I never allowed for that addi- 

(Continued on Page Eight)
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SELLING IDAHO SPUDS

George J. Mohler, who was at 
Blackfoot last printer with the 
farmers’ Institute speakers on what 
was called the "hen, cow and pig” 
study, has been for some time in 
Florida visiting the hotel men and 
restaurant keepers in the interest of 
Idaho potatoes, and reports that the 
tourist season is at its height and 
people there with money td burn 
welcome the big Idaho baked 
potatoes.

The men who cater to the tourist 
trade complain that the potatoes are 
not usually well enough sorted, and 
that they have to buy too many po
tatoes of off sizes in order to keep 
up their supply of those that are 
suitable for baking.

*

4*Department Sub-Divisions 
These departments are sub

subsidiary offices with

BOISE BANKERS TRIED
AROUND THE COURT HOUSE

divided into 
appointive officers at the head, the 
appointments being made by the 
commissioners after conferring 
with the governor-elect. They fol
low:

In the recent trial of R. F. Bick- 
nell, Mr. Black and G. R. Hitt, of
ficers of the Overland National bank 
that failed in May, 1921, the jury 
disagreed, standing eight to four for 
acquittal.

The charge was that they had 
loaned money after the reserve was 
reduced to the minimum allowed by 
law, and that they had made false 
reports to the comptroller of the 
currency.

The jury were unanimous in vot
ing that the defendants had not 
sought to defraud, but disagreed as 
to their making false reports. The 
evidence showed that they all lost 
their own money, and that Black 
and Hitt used all of their private 
funds in the effort to tide things 
over and save the bank. Mr. Kick- 
nell had lost his fortune speculating 
in sheep before the bank failure, 
and could do nothing to save it, but 
it is said that since the failure he 
went to Chicago and borrowed 
money to buy more sheep and made 
large sums which he used in paying 
off the debts of the bank, and said 
that if they would leave him alone 
he would pay off everything owed 
by the bank. Only a few weeks ago, 
it is said, he made a payment of 
$40,000, and this was a small one in 
comparison with one that was made 
a few months before. These pay
ments were made out of the net pro
fits remaining after repaying what 
he borrowed of his Chicago backers.

No announcement has been made 
as to whether the case will be tried 
again. The verdict was filed in 
court on the day before Christmas.

4-The county treasurer reports-that 
she is still working on the final flood 
of tax payments and opening mall 
that came in at the last, and cannot 
tell yet how much of the taxes have 
been paid as compared with other 
years.

Sheriff Simmons destroyed fifteen 
or twenty cases of booze and some
where from fifty to a hundred gal
lons of moonshine this week. They 
took it to the city dump and poured 
it out. Its value was rated at from 
$2000 down to a minus quantity ac
cording to how one looks upon the 
wine when it is red and moveth it- 
sefl aright.

Judge Good performed marriage 
ceremonies for Dewey Kelley and 
Venna Rockwood on Saturday, Dec. 
23, and for Charles Bradley and 
Miss Kitter Davis on Tuesday, Dec. 
26.

A marriage license was issued to 
Thomas Schoen and Jessie Owens on 
December 21.

Miss Florence Mallory is working 
in the county clerk’s office and is to 
be the deputy to H. A. Benson.

BURNETTS OUT OF TOWN

ft John Burnett, who operated the 
Pacific Meat Market in Blackfoot 
last fall, is in Los Angeles looking 
for employment and at last acocunts 
was staying temporarily with Mr. 
and Mrs. W. C. Purdy, formerly of 
Darlington. Mr. Burnett reports 
great building activity, but thou
sands of men out of employment 
and streams of people coming in 
from other states.

Mrs. Burnett is teaching at Shel
ley and she and her son, Stewart and 
her sister-in-law, Audrey Burnett 
went to Challis Saturday to visit the 
family of D. M. Burnett.

Department of Agriculture— 
Bureau of plant industry, W. H. 
Wicks; bureau of animal industry, 
Dr. J. D. Adams.

Department of Finance—Bureau 
of banking, H. G. A. Winter; bureau 
of public accounts, B. E. Hyatt; 
bureau of insurance, Howard J. 
Brace; state insurance fund, G. A. 
Aiken; bureau of budget and taxa
tion, George Lewis.

Department of Law Enforcement 
—Bureau of fish and game, Otto M. 
Jones; bureau of constabulary, W. 
H. Hiatt; bureau of license, Harry 
L. Fisher; bureau of athletics, T. J. 
Sherlock.

Department of Public Works— 
Bureau of highways, D. P. Olson; 

Continued on page four
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BASKET BALL NEWS

The girls’ basket ball team of the 
seventh A played the eighth A last 
week and the seventh won by a 
score of 12 to 2, thus wining the 
series.

The seventh B division defeated 
the seventh A division by a score of 
4 to 2.'

The seventh B girls beat the 
eighth A team by a score of 4 to 0, 
thus winning the series.

The Blues played the junior high 
team and the Blues won by a score 
of 20 to 11.

4*4 BEET GROWERS MET

Last Saturday about forty of the 
growers of sugar beets met at the 
court house to discuss the 1923 
terms for contracts, 
meeting had been held at Pocatello 
and a district meeting had been 
called for today at Idaho Falls, and 
this meeting was for the purpose of 
taking the measure of what growers 
in this locality are willing to do and 
for selecting somebody to represent 
them.

Arthur Manwaring was nominated 
as a permanent delegate for this 
county, but he has been elected as
sessor and declined to serve because 
it would interfere with his official 
duties. J. H. Hale was then nom
inated and elected. Mr. Hale is at
tending the meeting at Idaho Falls 
today* Thursday, and is accom
panied by County Agent Walter 
Thomas and Arthur Manwaring 
sitting in as advisers to him.

The Eye 
Specialist

Dr. H. H. Scarborough

*

GIRL AND ROBBER
A general

SPOKANE,Wash.'-'-One uncooked 
egg routed two hard-boiled ones 
when a holdup was attempted in a 
small grocery in an outlying district.

Two men entered the store at 
closing time, and one of them plac
ing a dollar bill on the counter, 
asked Miss Esther Olson, sixteen, 
for half a dozen eggs. When she 
turned toward the men again, an 
egg in each hand, one of them dis
played a gun. Miss Olson let fly one 
egg and screamed.

The egg, according to Miss Olson 
struck the holdup man on the nose 
and splashed over his face. Startled 
by the onslaught and by the girl’s 
call for help, the men bolted, leaving 
the dollar bill on the grocery 
counter.

-4*-

RE8ERVOIR REPORT*4
Report from Moran, Wyo. at the 

outlet of Jackson Lake reservoir 
shows the following conditions: 
Jackson Lake Storage
Dec. 16, 1922 ..........
Same date a year ago

Whose original methods of eye 
correction give ..such far 
reaching results for headaches, 
dizziness, nervousness and eye 
defects—Will be at the

EOCLES HOTEL, 
BLACKFOOT

THURSDAY, JAN. 4

4-
Acre-feet 
..300,570 
-243,240

Week ending Dec. 16, 1922 7,000
Same week a year ago 
Precipitation at Moran
Week ending Dec. 16, 1922___0.69
Same week a year ago 
Sept. 1, 1922 to Dec. 16, 1922....4.85 
Same period a year ago

RADIO FOR SERVICE MEN

Mrs. F. E. DeKay of the War 
Mothers, reports that they have 
completed arrangements for install
ing a fine radio receiving station at 
the hospital at Boise for the enter
tainment of the ex-service men 

1 being treated there.

7,340
Inches

0.00

6.06*


