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PROFESSIONAL CARDS. House that Is over there.”

"Beverly Plank's shooting box, Black 
Fells,” she replied, nodding toward the 
vast pile of blackish rocks against the 
sky. upon which sprawled a heavy 
stone house Infested with chimneys.

“Plank? Oh, yes."
He smiled to remember the batter

ing blows rained upon the ramparts 
of society by the master of Black 
Fells.

But the smile faded, and, glancing 
at him, the girl was surprised to see 
the subtle change in his face—the 
white, worn look, then the listless apa
thy, which all at once to her hinted 
of something graver than preoccupa
tion.
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thought idly of her twenty-three years, 
wondering how life could have passed 
so quickly, leaving her already strand
ed on the shoals of an engagement to 
marry Howard Quarrier. Then her 
thoughts, errant, wandered half the 
world over before they returned to Si- 
ward, and when at length they did, 
and meaning to be civil, she spoke 
again of his acquaintance with Quar
rier at the Patroons club, the club it
self being sufficient to settle Siward's 
status in every community.

“I’m trying to remember what it Is 
I have heard about you,” she contin
ued amiably. “You are’’—

An odd expression in his eyes ar
rested her long enough to note their 
color and expression, and she con
tinued pleasantly: “You are StepLeu 
Siward, are you not? You see, I 
know your name perfectly well.” lier 
straight brows contracted a trifle. She 
drove on, lips compressed, following 
an elusive train of thought which 
vaguely, persistently, coupled his name 
with something indefinitely unpleas
ant. And she could not reconcile this 
with his appearance. However, the 
train of unlinked ideas which she pur
sued began to form the semblance of 
a chain. Coupling his name with Quar- 
rier’s and with a club aroused mem
ory. Vague uneasiness stirred her to 
a glimmering comprehension. Siward— 
Stephen Siward? One of the New York 
Siwards then—one of that race— 

Suddenly the truth flashed upon her 
—the crude truth, lacking definite de-

"Is that Shotover House?” he askef 
as they came to the crest of the hillock 
between them and the sea.

“At last, Mr. Siward,” she said mock
ingly, “and now your troubles are 
nearly ended.”

“And yours, Miss Landis?”
“I don’t know,” she murmured to her

self, thinking of the telegram with 
the faintest misgiving.

Theory had almost decided her to 
answer Mr. Quarrier’s suggestion with 
a “\res.”
from the lakes in a day or two. 
would decide definitely win % she had 
discussed the matter with him.

“I wish that I owned this dog.” ob
served Siward as the phaeton entered 
the macadamized drive.

“I wish so, too,” she said, “but he 
belongs to Mr. Quarrier.”
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A HOUSE of native stone built 
into and among weather scar
red rocks, one massive wing 

- hutting seaward, others nos
ing north and south among cedars and 
outcropping ledges, the whole silver 
gray mass of masonry reddening under 
a westering sun, every dormcT, every 
leaded diamond pane aflame—this was 
Shotover as Siward first beheld it.

As the phaeton drew up under a pil
lared porte cochere one or two servants 
appeared. A rather imposing specimen 
bowed them through the doors into the 
hall, where in a wide chimney place 
the embers of a drift wood fire glim
mered like a heap of dusty jewels. 
Bars of sunlight slanted on wall and 
rug, on stone floor and carved stair- 
ease, on the bronze foliations of the 
railed gallery above, where, in the 
golden gloom through a high window, 
sun tipped treetops against a sky of 
azure stirred like burnished foliage in 
a tapestry.

“There is nobody here, of course,” 
observed Miss Landis to Siward as 
they halted in front of the fireplace. 
“The season opens today iu this coun
ty, you see”—she shrugged her pretty 
shoulders—“and the women who don’t 
shoot make the first field luncheon a 
function.”

She turned, nodded her adieus, then, 
over her shoulder casually, “If you 
haven’t an appointment with the sand
man before dinner you may find me 
in the gunroom.”

“I’ll be there in about three min
utes,” he said. “And what about this 
dog
pup, who stood before him wagging, 
attentive, always the gentleman to the 
tips of his toes.

Miss Landis laughed. “Take him to 
your room if you like. Dogs have the 
run of the house.”

So he followed a servant to the floor 
above, where a smiling and very orna
mental maid preceded him through a 
corridor and into that heavy wing of 
the house which fronted the sea.

“Tea is served in the gunroom, sir,” 
said the pretty maid und disappeared 
to give place to a melancholy and si
lent young man, who turned on the 
bnth, laid out fresh raiment and, whis
pering "Scotch or Irish, sir?” present
ly effaced himself.

Before he quenched his own thirst 
Siward filled a bowl and set it on the 
floor, and it seemed as though the dog 
■would never finish gulping and slab
bering in the limpid icy water.

“It’s the salt air, my boy,” comment
ed the young man, gravely refilling 
his own glass as though accepting the 
excuse on his own account 

Then man and beast completed ab
lutions and grooming and filed out 
through the wide corridor, around the 
gallery and down the broad stairway 
to the gunroom, an oaken vaulted 
place illuminated by the sun, where 
mellow lights sparkled on glass eased 
rows of fowling pieces and rifles, on 
the polished antlers of shaggy moose 
heads.

Miss Landis sat curled up in a cush
ioned corner under the open casement 
panes offering herself a cup of tea. 
She looked up, nodding invitation. He 
found a place beside her. A servant 
whispered, “Scotch or Irish, sir?” then 
set the crystal paraphernalia at his 
elbow.
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tail, lacking circumstance and color 
and atmosphere—merely the raw and 
Ugly truth.

Had he looked at her, and he did 
once, he could have seen only the un
ruffled and very sweet profile of a 
young girl. Composure was one of the 
masks she had learned to wear when 
she chose.

“Miss Landis," he said.
“Mr. Siward?” very gently. It was 

her way to be gentle when generous.
“I think,” he said, “that you are be

ginning to remember where you may 
have heard my name.”

“Yes, a little.” She looked at him 
with the direct gaze of a child, but the 
lovely eyes were troubled. His smile 
was not very genuine, but lie met her 
gaze steadily enough.

“It was rather nice of Mrs. Ferrall 
to ask me,” he said, “after the mess I 
made of tilings last spring.”

“Grace Ferrall is a dear,” she re
plied.

After a moment he ventured, “I sup
pose you saw7 It In the papers.”

“I think so. I had completely forgot
ten It. Y’our name seemed to’’—

“I see.” Then listlessly, “I couldn’t 
have ventured to remind you that— 
that perhaps you might not care to be 
so amiable”—

“Mr. Siward,
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“Pretty badly.”
“Very.”
“They say so.”
"And what is your opinion, Mr. Si

ward?”
“Oh, I ought to have known better.” 

Something about him reminded her of 
a bad small boy, and suddenly, In spite 
of her better sense, In spite of her In
stinctive caution, she found herself on 
the very verge of laughter. What was 
It In the man that disarmed and Invited 
a confidence scarcely justified, It ap
peared? What was It now that moved 
her to overlook what few overlook, not 
the fault, but Its publicity? Was It his 
agreeable bearing, his pleasant badi
nage, his amiably listless moments of 
preoccupation, his youth, that appealed 
to her, aroused her charity, her gener
osity, her curiosity?

And had other people continued to 
accept him too? What would Quarrier 
think of his presence at Shotover? 
She began to realize that she 
little afraid of Quarrier’s opinions, 
nnd his opinions were always judg
ments. However, Grace Ferrall had 
thought It proper to ask him, and that 
meant social absolution. As far as 
that went, she also was perfectly ready 
to absolve him If he needed It.

“I was wondering,” he said, looking 
up to encounter her. clear eyea. “wboae
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He said something about the salt 
air casually. The girl gazed medita
tively at space.

The sound of wheels on the gravel 
outside aroused her from a silence 
which had become a brown study, nnd 
to Siward presently she said, “Here 
endeth our first rendezvous.”

“Then let us arrange another im
mediately,” he said, stirring the Ice In 
his glass.

The girl considered him with specu
lative eyes. “I shouldn't exactly know 
what to do with you for the next hour 
If I didn’t abandon you.”

"Why bother to do anything with 
me? Why even give yourself the 
trouble of deserting me? That solves 
the problem.”
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"I really don't mean that you are a 
problem to me, Mr. Siward,” she said, 
amused. "I mean that I am going to 
drive again.”

“Lsee."
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