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NAVAJO INDIANS ENTER LUMBER BUSINESS WITH
16 MILLION ACRES OF PONDEROSA PINE FOR SALE

mm**.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—’The Nav-
is jos are going into the lumber business.

They have 16 million acres of Pon-
clcrosa pine—the largest stand left :n
the United States —on their reservation
in the Four Corners area of Utah. Col-
orado, Arizona and New Mexico. They
have money from uranium, oil and gas
royalties, and they have no intention
of continuing as wards of the United
States government.

To harvest, process and market the
lumber, and to provide jobs in a con-
tinuing productive industry, the Nav-
el jo Tribal Council some time back au-
thorized formation of the Navajo Forest
Projects Industry.

NFPI came into being officially here
yesterday at the end of a three-day
meeting of the board of directors when
they elected as ninth member Cyrus
Roedel, a Hood River, Ore., lumber mill
manager.

Chairman of the board is Charles L.
Wheeler, a semi-retired official of the
lumber shipping concern of Pope &

Talbot.
Wheeler says the first unit of the

lumber mill the Navajos are going to
build will cost 7 1

/2 million dollars and
“will be the best in the country.”

TRIBAL COUNCIL SETS
TELEVISION SURVEY

by U. V. VANN

Independent Correspondent

GANADO—'THE Navajo Tribal Coun-
cil has appropriated $3,000 for a televi-
sion survey of the western part of the
N a v a j o reservation from Kinlichee
school, west as far as Tuba City, Ari-
zona.

It will cover outlying schools and hos-
pitals to determine the feasability of
bringing television to them.

litis was announced by Howard Gor-
man. Navajo Tribal delegate from the
Ganado area at a meeting held at the
Ganado elementary school.

Gorman was instrumental in alerting
the Navajo Tribal Council to the edu-
cational possibilities of television for
the Navajo people a n d he introduced
the resolution that will make the sur-
vey possible. Gorman said that Remi
Van Compolie, comptroller for the Nav-
ajo Tribe, had made preliminary tests
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The mill—and a town for 3.500 peo-
ple to operate it—will be built just in-
side the New Mexico line near Window
Rock. Ariz., Wheeler said. The meeting
here this week spent much of its time
planning for the town water, power,
a n e w irrigation district, and so on,
W h ee 1 e r said. It probably will be
named Navajo.

General manager for the new mill
will be Lesile Holmes, general manager
of the Rockport Redwood Lumber Co.
at Rockport Calif., Wheeler said.

Holme is just one among several pro-
minent lumbermen who either h a v e
been hired or borrowed from paleface
lumber concerns, Wheeler went on. He
said private lumber companies have co-
operated with the Navajo project by
lending specialized experts or labora-
tory services.

Wheeler accorded much credit for
the plan to the support of Indian Af-
fairs Commissioner Glen Emmons, who
grew up in Gallup, N. M., and to Sec-
retarv of the Interior Fred Seaton.

—SILVER CITY DAILY PRESS—-

TRIBE AUTHORIZES
ALCOHOLISM STUDY
WINDOW ROCK —The Naavjo trib-

al council today annouced it has au-
thorized a study of the problem of al-
coholism among the Navajo population.

Council Chairman Paul Tones was
authorized, in an official resolution, to

appoint a committee of three council
members to study the problem and re-
commend a possible solution.

The resolution declared in part:
“Chronic alcoholism among a num-

ber of the members of the tribe has be-
come a serious and difficult problem.
In addition thereto it may well result
in serious embarrassment to the tribe
and unfortunate results to those so af-
fected.

“T h e Navajo tribal council hereby
declares its adherence to the proposition
that a chonic alcoholic is a sick person
and is in need of proper medical, insti-
tutional, advisory an d rehabilitative
treatment and recommends a study of
the problem by members of the council
with a view of providing a solution to

the problem which is effective and last-
ing.

-—Continued on page 12

SCHOOL FETES NELLIE CURLEY

ANADARKO, OKLA.—The Riverside
Indian School, Anadarko, Oklahoma has
elected a Navajo student as “Student of
the Month” lor November 1959.

Nellie Curley, a junior and daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Ea r 1 Curley of the
Teecnospos Trading Post Community,
Shiprock, was elected the outstanding
student of the month by the school fac-
ulty, student body and Student Council
members. This is the second month that
a Navajo student has won this high hon-
or at the Oklahoma school.

Miss Curley was elected on her, over-
all scholastic achievement, personel ap-
pearance, cottage li\ing and social ad-
justment pins personality and attitude.

Nellie has been attending the Okla-
homa School for four years; and during
this time, she has been an active lead-
er in student government, 4-II Club,
Future Nurses’s Club, and is an officer
in her collage.

The award is a cash gift which was
presented to Nellie at an all school as-
sembly bv the Department Head-Guid-
ance. Miss Betty Jones. Nellie gave a
few words of appreciation for the high
honor and told the students the oppor-
tunities were available for all of them
to be considered for suc h an award by
working with the scholastic record in
mind.

Nellie is making plans to enter a col-
lege or University after graduation.
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