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THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
The Legislative Branch of the Nav-

a j o Tribal Government is primarily
concerned with the establishment of
Navajo Laws, the making of all Tribal
appropriations, the development o f
over-all Tribal policies and the consid-
eration of the more important matters

affecting the social and economic life
of the Navajo people. The governing
body is the 74 member Navajo Tribal
Council, Chairman and Vice Chairman
are elected every four years.

The Navajo Tribal Council meets
regularly four times during the year at

approximately three month intervals.
Occaionally a special session is called
when matters of urgency so require.
Under the guidance of the Chairman,
or in his absence the Vice Chairman,
the Tribal Council proceeds in an order-
ly fashion to conduct its business in ac-

cordance w i t h a prepared agenda. A
complete record of the proceedings is
kept in the English language. All state-
ments by the Chairman or any speaker
from the floor are translated from the
Navajo language to English or v i s-e-
--versa.

Enactment of resolutions by the Nav-
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Tuba City Public School

ajo Tribal Council have the effect of
Tribal law in so far as the Navajo peo-
ple are concerned, just as a State Legis-
lature enacts laws to be observed by the
people of that state. Tribal money must

be appropriated by the Navajo Tribal
Council before it can be used for any
purpose. The Tribal Council from time
to time sets forth its policies for the in-
formation of a1 1 concerned. Legisla-
tion enacted by the Navajo Tr i b a 1
Council ma y relate to an important
economic aspect of the Reservation and
,t the same time define the Tribe’s
over-all policy as well as to appropriate
funds for the purpose involved.

To assist the Navajo Tribal Council
in many matters, the Advisory Com-
mittee carries a heavy load of responsi-
bility. It acts on many matters through
authority delegated by the Tribal Coun-
cil. The Advisory Committee meets ap-
proximately two weeks during each
month. Referring to the organization
chart it will be noted that a number of
other important committees are pro-
vided including Budget and Finance,
Resources, Grazing, Health. Welfare,
Education, Navajo Police, Relocation,
Industrial Development, Loan. Trad-
ing, Scholarship. Judiciary, and Youth.
The Fair Commission and the Parks
Commission also report to the Navajo
Tribal Council. Scattered over the Res-
ervation are 74 District Councils and
96 Chapters at the grass roots level.
1' h e Tribal Council Committee and
Commissions advise the Council with
respect to all matters within their res-

pective fields of interest.

TUBA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL

T u b tt City Public Schools serve a
large area of the Western Navajo Res-
ervation. Most of the school children
are brought in by busses. The most dis-
tant points served by bus are Grey
Mountain, 27 miles from Tuba City,
The Git]). 33 miles an d Cameron, 27
mil es. Almost 100 Navajo students
come daily from these distant places to
attend school. It is apparent from this
fact <done, that the Navajo people are
becoming increasingly aware that their
children must be educated.

Five short years ago the Tuba City
Public School h a d an enrollment of
only 97 children and consisted of three
classrooms. Now there are 640 students
in the elementary school and 81 stu-
dents enrolled in llie high school

The Navajo Tribal Council came to
the rescue of the school district in the
s u m m e r of 1959 w hen a scheduled
building program bogged down. With
tribal f u n d s and tribal construction
crews, two temporary buildings were
constructed in a near record time of
60 days. These buildings provided class-
room space for an additional 380 stu-
dents who would have had no place to
attend school had these facilities not
been constructed.

'The school district is now engaged in
a building program that includes a new
elementary and new high school. Even
these facilities will not be large enough
for the rapidly increasing school popu-
lation of J üba City. Projected enroll-
ment figures show that within five
more years. Tuba City w ill have a high
school enrollment of some 300 students
and an elementary school of about 1000

These figures reflect only the
—Continued on page 5
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