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Road Construction —Continued
pavement will be placed as soon as the
weather will permit in the spring. The
bids were opened December 2, 1959 for
two additional projects involving 12.1
miles of road, the low bidder being the
Gardner Construction Company of Lit-
tleton, Colorado. These two projects
will carry the pavement to the inter-
section of Routes 1 and 2 near Red
Mesa.

The location surveys for the balance
of Route 1 not surveyed, which includes
the portion between Long House Val-
ley west of Kayenta, through Kayenta
and Dennehotso, to the Chinle Wash,
is being made by the engineering forces
of the Bureau of Public Roads. If this
program is funded as planned, the bal-
ance of Route 1 will be completed in
fiscal year 1962.

S2O Million Authorized
For Routes 1 and 3

The Anderson-Udall Bill authorizes
a total of S2O million to be expanded
on Routes 1 and 3 after which the State
of Arizona has agreed to accept main-
tenance responsibilities for them. It is
expected that Route 3 will provide a
paved road for tourists who wish to visit
Window Rock. Kearns Canyon, the Ho-
pi Villages and the Navajo Country in
general. It also provides a short cut for
tourists coming from the east and wish-
ing to travel across the Indian Country
to the Grand Canyon. From all predic-
tions, Route 1 will also interest many
tourists who wish to visit the Mesa
Verde National Park and travel from
that point through the Navajo Country
including the tremendously scenic
Monument Valley and from there to
the Navajo National Monument a n d
the Grand Canyon.

Road Development to Increase
Commercial Traffic

In addition. Route 1 will attract
much commercial traffic from Colora-
do, New Mexico and the north central
part of the United States as a short cut

to the west and the southwest. The de-
velopment of oil, gas and uranium in
the Four Corners area will generate a
tremendous amount of commercial traf-
fic on Route 1. Route 1 will also pro-
vide access for the Indian people in the
vicinity of Beclabito, Teec Nos Pos,
Mexican Water, Dennehotso, Kayenta
and many other small communities and
trading posts to schools, markets and
trading facilities in the major metro-

politan centers. It will also provide im-
proved communications for the ne w
schools that are being built along this
route.

Improved routes o f communication
are gradually reaching out into the vast
interior of the Navajo Indian Reserva-
tion, isolated for many years by impass-

THE NAVAJO TIMES

,

able roads. Their education and the de-
velopment o f their natural resources
will be enhanced and their industrial
development promoted. The Navajo
Tribe is developing the Monument Val-
ley area for better handling of tourists
and will develop many other areas for
tourist accommodations. Additional
trading posts, motels and that type of
construction are being planned and as
these roads are being completed other
opportunities will be afforded which
cannot be predicted at the present time.

Route 3 Completed

Under the regular Road program, the
paving of Route 3 has been completed
from Highway 666 in New Mexico
through Window Rock and Kearns Can-
yon to Arizona Route 89 near Tuba Ci-
ty. The paving of Route 8 from Route
3, seven miles west of Ganado, north to
Chinle and M a n y Farms, was com-
pleted last year. A contract lias recently
been awarded to extend this pavement
from Many Farms seven miles towards
Round Rock and to contsruct new brid-
ges across the Chinle and Ag u a Sal
Washes on this same route. It is anti-
cipated that funds will be available dur-
ing the next fiscal year to complete the
paving to Round Rock and possibly to

the school at Lukachukai. Plans have
also been completed for the construc-

tion of a road from Round Rock to

Rock Point, the construction to be start-
l'd as soon as funds are available.

Paved Road to Cottonwood School
A contract has also been awarded re-

cently for the construction of 15.4 miles
of pavement from Route 8 just south
of Chinle to Cottonwood School. As
funds become available, this route will
be extended to Pinon, a distance of a-
bout 40 miles. This road will serve sev-
en schools in this vicinity including the
Pinon School and the Cottoonwood
School. The completion of 23 miles of
road from Kayenta north to the Utah
line connects the community and the
school at this place to the paved roads
of the State of Utah and also provides
a paved highway into the Monument
Valley area. It is anticipated that a
gravel surfaced road from Torreon to

Johnson’s Trading Post, a distance of
nine miles, will be completed by the
first of the year.

Road Maintenance
The regular road program includes

construction funds amounting from $2
to Sf million yearly. It is anticipated
that by spring of 1960 about $lO mil-
lion worth of work will be under con-
tract on the Navajo Reservation. The
assumption of maintenance responsi-
bility for Routes 1 and 3 by the State
of Arizona will release maintenance
funds which should allow much more
reliable maintenance on the balance of
the roads on the reservation.

COO-COUNTERS
Have you ever heard of a coo-coun-

ter? I'll bet you haven’t. Well. I think
I have several on my office staff, so I
can speak with authority on the sub-
ject.

This is a Navajo faHe of not so long
ago and has its beginning in about this
fashion: A Window Rock administra-
tive officer was driving along the road
thru a forest area when he came upon
a pickup truck parked near the road-
side. This vehicle was lettered ‘Game
Ranger’ and a couple of young Nava-
jos were placidly seated in the sun near
the truck; one settled upon a tree stump
and the other upon the end of a fallen
log. 1’ h e official pulled off the road
and along side the silent assembly; he
greeted the boys and asked what they
were doing. One of them replied that
they were ‘coo-counters’. Thinking that
he had not heard correctly he said, “did
you say coo-counters”? Yes, was the re-
ply. “we are coo-counters”. The tall ad-
ministrative pulled himself up to full
height, bit his lip, smiled after a fash-
ion and asked for further explanation.
Well, said the Navajo, do you see those
trees over there across this clearing?
Listen! What do you hear? “I hear
doves cooing” said the official. Well,
said the Navajo, we are counting those
coos; we take three counts, put the re-
sult down in our notbook here, then
drive to another spot and count the coos
there; that way we can go back to our
office and tell the boss howr many doves
are out here.

.So. this my young friends, is the fa-
ble of the “coo-counters”, and that’s the
way they got their name.

Looking Ahead— Continued
son so that you can he instrumental in
integrating and differentiating the spi-
ritual, political, and economic forces in
a particular configuration that would
commence the constructive growth of
the Navajo Civilization would be con-
sidered one of the great acts of man-
kind. Time will without question reveal
the nature of }r our decision.
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