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THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON NAVAJO
EDUCATION HELD AT FLAGSTAFF
The Third Annual Conference on

Navajo Education, sponsored by the
Education Committee of the Navajo
Tribe, was held at Arizona State College
January 25 through 27th, 1960.

Nearly two hundred people register-
ed for the Conference and there were

many others in attendance . Represent-
atives from most of the organizations
interested in and responsible for Navajo
education were present. There were a

number of Navajo teachers present at
the Conference and their contributions
were significant.

A partial list of those attending the
three day meeting included: Navajo
Tribal officials, Public School personnel,
Bureau of Indian Affairs officials,
Public Health personnel, mission
officials. University people, State De-
partment of Public Instruction
individuals, and others interested in
Navajo education.

The Conference was well organized
and ran very smoothly. On the first
day three major talks were given. Mr.
Dillon Platero, Chairman of the Navajo
Education Committee, spoke on the
“Progr . s in Navajo Education". Mr.
Platero \s excellent talk stressed the
importance of increased responsibility
of Navajo parents in education. The
tremendous advances in Navajo ed-
ucation were related as well as the
challenges that lie in the future.

Mr. Charles Owens, Director of
Indian Education in New Mexico,
spoke on “Indian Education in New
Mexico". Following this address Mr.
Wes Townsend. Director Indian Di-
vision in Arizona, discussed “Indian
Education in Arizona.”

The afternoon was spent in Group
Conferences. Each person attending the
Conference selected the particular group
with which he wished to meet. There
were five different groups: Language
Arts. Guidance, Tribal Programs,
Parent Participation, and Curriculum.
Each group met under the leadership
of a recognized authority in that
particular area. The entire afternoon
was spent in these group discussions
and many valuable recommendations
were presented.

The second day was spent on the
topic of research and its importance in
Indian Education. During the morning

sessions Mr. Robert Gwilliam, from
Brigham Young Universiry; Dr. Miles
Zintz, from the University of New
Mexico; Dr. Grace Langdon, Child
Development Consultant; and Dr.
Irving W. Stout, from Arizona State
University; presented highly informa-
tive reports of various aspects of
research in Indian Education.

The afternoon of the second day was
again spent in the Group Conferences.
The sessions were highly revealing and
much valuable and useful material was
shared and discussed.

In the evening a banquet was held
with Mr. Sam Billison. Director.
Department of Community Services for
the Navajo Tribe, subtituting for Mr.
Paul Jones who had to be in Washing-
ton I). C. on Tribal business. Mr.
Billison spoke on “What Education
Means To Us”. Mr. Wade Head, Area
Director, delivered a speech on “The
Navajo People and The Future”. Mrs.
Hildegard Thompson was unable to
attend and sent Mr. John Carmody,
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs’
Washington office, who read a talk by
Mrs. Thompson entitled “ From the
Ranching Pad to the Moon”.

Enterainment was provided at the
banquet by Seba Dalkai School children
who preformed their famous square
dances. Also, a choir from the Junior
High School at Flagstaff sang several
songs.

T he third and final morning contain-
ed reports from the various Group
Conferences, the presentation of the
Conference Evaluation Committee, and
final remarks by Mr. Platero on future
plans.
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LOW-COST HOUSING
FOR NAVAJOS

When Paul Jones, chairman of the
Navajo Tribal Council, made his in-
augural address in 1959, he expressed
the hope that during his new term low-
cost, modern housing would become a-
vailable for the Navajo people.

Following m a n y months of effort,
there are many indications that (.hair-
man Jones’ dream will come true.

Congress n o w is considering a bill
which would permit 99-year leases of
Iribal land. This measure would at-
tract industries and also make possible
Federal Housing Administration guar-
antee of housing loans.

Senator Clinton Anderson and Con-
gressman Stewart Udall. who are push-
ing the 99-year lease bill, advised the
Tribe recently that no opposition has

appeared to the measure and there is
every indication that it will become
law at this session of Congress.

Ihe long-range Reservation housing
improvement plan would start at Ft.
Defiance. Window Rock, Tuba City,
I ohatchi and other communities where
the people have discussed and approved
community development plans. Navajo
stockmen and farmers would also be
eligible to acquire modern housing.

It is hoped that architects can design
aii attractive two-bedroom house which
will sell for approximately $5,000. The
purchaser would be required to pay
do w n approximately SSOO and pay-
ments on the mortgage would run a-
bout $55 per month. larger, more ex-
pensive homes will also be designed.

Tribal discussions with architects and
builders have centered around the plan
to establish a central pre-fab construc-
tion point where concrete walls, etc.,
can be fabricated for the homes and de-
livered to the site on pickup trucks.
With the aid of Tribal construction de-
partment experts, the home-buyer him-
self could put the house together at low
cost.

ith a goal of 2000 houses indicated
lw Chaiman Jones this year, the mass
bousing program would mean large
N a v a j o employment at the cement
yard.

Federal Housing Administration of-
ficials who spent a week on the Reser-
vation recently, expressed amazement
that the Iribal planning for community
development has progressed so fa r.
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