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NAVAJO TRIBAL
COLLEGE AID PROGRAM

In its now famous Resolution of .Jan-
uary 22, 1953, the Navajo Tribal Coun-
cil set up a system of free Tribal grants
to members of the Tribe for college at-
tendance.

This program has ten million dollars
in reserve funds. To date, it has provid-
ed free and adequate financial assistance
to all Navajos who are found capable by
the Committee of entering into college
training.

During the 1959-60 school year, there
are 450 Navajo seniors who are in at-
tendance in Bureau. Mission and Public
High Schools. A large proportion of
these seniors are applying for aid for
professional or technical training.

The program is administered by a
Committee. The members are:

1. Mr. .1. Maurice McCabe, Execu-
tive Secretary, The Navajo Tribe.

2. Mr. Dillon Platero. Chairman, Ed-
ucation Committee, T h e Navajo
Tribe.

3. Mr. Robert W. Young, Assistant to
General Superintendent, Navajo
Agency.

4. Dr. James E. Bondurant, Director,
Field Health S e r vice s, Navajo
Agency.

5. Dr. Don M ay, Education Guid-
ance Officer, Navajo Agency, acts
as the Executive Secretary to the
Scholarship Committee. An y re-
quests for information should be
addressed to him.

WHO IS UNCLE SAM?

Uncle Sam isn't any one man. He is
a spirit —a will away of doing
things that mark s us Americans and
the U.S.A. He is what makes us Am-
ericans. not just descendants of those
English, Irish, Polish, Swedish, or Nav-
ajo wanderers who came here genera-
tions ago. He is an abstraction of all
the divine purpose that moved our an-
cestors away from their homelands
years ago and over the oceans to the un-
explored New World. He is the com-
pound of Irish cockiness and Dutch de-
termination. of English bull-dogedness,
French ingenuity, of Balkan shrewd-
ness. Nordic self-reliance, and Navajo
long-suffering and fortitude. He has the
German talent for mechanics, the Afri-
can and Italian ear for melody; the Gal-
lic urge to dream and create.

Brother, he is you and me.

The basic argument for the intellec-
tual disciplines in education is not that
they left a man's spirit above the world,

but that they equip his mind to enter

he world and perform its tasks.
Arthur Bestor The New Age

THE NAVAJO TIMES

COLLEGE ORIENTATION
FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADS
During World War II a training of-

ficer in a large military establishment
in California always tried to get at least
one Navajo man on his detail. One man-
euver was to take the group to an un-
known terrain in the night and to have
the embryo soldiers find their way back,
if possible, without the b e n e f i t of a
guide or a map.

He found out that the Navajo in the
group always led the others back home
in the most direct route and with in the
least time.

Each year, a large number of Navajo
young people enter a maze and jungle
of new situations and problems which
is more difficult than a wilderness jour-
ney in the night. This occurs when they
enter large universities as freshmen.

Orientation originally meant finding
the position of a person or thing in re-
lation to the Orient, or the East where
civilization began. Today, it commonly
refers to an individual finding his rela-
tions to some new situation or subject.

To meet this problem the Navajo Tri-
bal Council, acting through the Educa-
tion Committee of the Navajo Tribe, has
prepared for this situation. With wis-
dom and foresight not found among the
general population of the country, it
has set up a summer session to prepare
the Navajo students for college life.

During the summer of 1960, a traili-
ng program will be conducted at Ariz-
ona State University of Tempo and the
University of New Mexico at Albuquer-
que. This will be during the last part of
June and the first part of July. Expen-
ses will be met by the Navajo Tribe for
80 students in all.

The curriculum and activities of these
sessions will run the whole gamut o!
college life, problems and traditions.
Many students who took the 1959 or-
ientation h a v e volunteered statements
that it was of the greatest value to them.

In being questioned about this pro-
gram Mr. Dillon Platero, Chairman, Ed-
ucation Committee of the Navajo Tribe,
says. “We feel that the Navajo people
can be justly proud of their pioneering
action in this important field."

Student personnel for the orientation
program will be selected from appli-
cants for Tribal Scholarship who have
taken the required tests. Information as
to scholarships and tests may be secured
from Don May, Education Guidance
Officer, Window Rock, Arizona.

CONSTRUCTION ON
THE NAVAJO RESERVATION
Times are changing as oone can see

by the vast building progress that has
been made by the Navajo Construction
Department during the past two years.
Actually, the Construction Department
has a multiple purpose, not only that of
building, but also teaching the Navajo
people skilled trades and providing
needed work in the various Districts.
S o m e of the skills which are being
taught in the field at the present time
are carpentry, maonry, concrete finish-
ing. painting, millwork, stone work, and
electrictl. We anticipate the near future
to have trained mechanics in every
phase of construction, with this being
achieved through an established train-
ing program. In the past two years, we
have evidenced great improvement in
our personnel and have seen them ben-
efit greatly from what has been learned
through the Construction Department.

Also, within our office we are teach-
ing some of the more professional type
skills as drafting, design, blue print
reading, planning and other related
skills required prior to conunencing jobs
in the field.

Up to the present time we have con-
structed 29 chapter houses. Recently,
we have completed five new chapter
houses, located at Sweetwater, Sheep
Springs, Pinedale, Bird Springs and
Navajo Mountain. Plans are n o w un-
derway to have chapter houses construc-
ted at Thoreau and Breadsprings, Dur-
ing the past year we have completed
seven temporary school buildings; 2 at
Tuba City, 2 at Fort Defiance, 2 at
Chinlc, and 1 at Kayenta. Two ware-
houses were constructed at Cameron and
Coalmine Mesa. 63 pre fabricated hous-
es have been made for people to live in.
T h e Checking Station at Monument
Valley is completed and May 7, 1960 is
the date for the dedication. A new tem-

porary Butler Building was built for the
Accounting Department and plans are
underway for another Butler Building
for the Land Investigation Department.

In summary, our ultimate goal in
l h e overall anticipated Training Pro-
gram is to train our people not only for
work on the Reservation, but also en-
able t h e m to compete with labor re-
quired by Private Enterprises off the
Reservation.

HENRY WHIPPLE,
Superintendent
Construction Department

THE INTERPRETATION
THEREOF

Ilosteen: “Say, Doc, can I be playing
my trombone again in two weeks?”

Doc: “Can’t guaantee trombone but
the last man I operated on for this trou-

ble w a s playing a harp within 24
hours.”
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