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WHO’S, WHO ON THE NAVAJO RESERVATION
In each edition the life story of some personage important to

the Navajo Reservation will be featured.

FRED G. MAXWELL
Subagency Superintendent

When one walks into the Chinlo Sub-
agency Office he meets a mild-manner-
ed man with a friendly twinkle in his
eyes - Fred G. Maxwell, Subagency
Superintendent. The friendly atmos-
phere remains constant in his office re-
gardless of whether one walks in with
real or imaginary troubles, a complaint,
a compliment, or merely to say “ya ta

hey”.
Mr. Maxwell was born at Beatrice,

Nebraska. He developed a love of the
outdoors, a quality that is so necessary
in one working in isolated areas. He at
tended school at Cedar Ridge. Colorado,
and took short courses at the Fort Lewis
A & M College.

He entered the Indian Service at Fort
Defiance, Arizona, on January 1, 19 JO.
as an Irrigation Farmer and Chapter
Advisor. During the remainder of the
Winter, Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell lived in
one room in what was then the Fort
Defiance Club Building. The following
spring they moved to Red Lake when*
they lived in a cabin originally built of
rough lumber and covered holes in the
floor with tin, and proceeded to make
it into a home. This has proved to be
a valuable lesson to Navajos and to Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs employees as it
shows that one can truly serve in any
situation if he has the ambition, the
perserveranee and the sincere desire to
help others. It is pleasing to note that
the ‘’do it yourself” idea did not origin-
ate in the ‘3o’s.

It was during the lour of duty at Red
Ixike that Mr. Maxwell made his deci-
sion to remain on the Na\ ajo Reserva-
tion and to make every attempt to ‘'help
the Navajo people help themselves."
This decision was made because of the
sincerity, the thoughtfulness, a n d the
need of constructive help that he found
among the Navajos at Red Lake.

During the 1931-32 school year both
Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell enrolled at the
New Mexico State Co 1 lege in an effort
to better fit themselves for their chosen
work on the Navajo Reservation.

Mr. Maxwell went to Chinle in the
fall of 1932 where he became Dairyman
and Warehouseman. While serving as
Dairyman he was given the I n d i a n
name of “Begashie Likiszh” (Spotted
Cow). He is still affectionately called
by his name throughout the Chinle Sub-
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agency.
In 1936, Mr. Maxwell transferred to

I.ukachukai where he remained for the
next six years. He originally s e r v e d
there as, Jr. Soil Conservationist hired
by the Department of Agriculture and
detailed to the Indian Service) and later
as a District Supervisor. While at Luka-
chukai he worked closely in helping the
Navajos develop the fall wheat program
and was instrumental in helping plan
teh flour mill at Round Rock.

In 1942. he returned to Chinle where
he has resided since. From 1942 to 1933
he served as District Supervisor a n d
Field Representative and carried con-

stantly increasing responsibilities. In
1 9 3 3 he was promoted to Subagency
Superintendent. He has remained hum-
ble and helpful to all.

Mr. Maxwell has appeared to believe
in the words of Kagawa, the great phil-
osopher who said. “It is not enough to
have high ideals. These ideals must he
put into action." For example, he has
worked consistently in encouraging Na-
vajos to obtain all t h e education poss-
ible. He has been largely responsible for
the planning of the new Chinlo Board-
ing School that will provide sufficient
seats for every Navajo child in the sub-
agency from age 6 through 12.

He is especially proud of the manv
worthwhile projects, both for children
and adults, that the Navajo Tribe now
has in operation as he can see the vast
improvements rapidly being made in
the reservation as a whole.

Mr. Maxwell has seen the gradual
improvement made in Navajo homes
throughout the years. He is now look-
ing forward to adequate housing for all
Navajos. the coming of Rural Electric
Association, businesses operated on the
reservation by Navajos, a system of
vastly improved roads, and better com-
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munication systems.

He plans to retire within the next
year. However, his thoughts and best
wishes will remain with his friends, the
Navajo people.

“Black Gold”
—Continued from page

son why we do not cater to the thinking
of this per capita distribution. We hav<
heard many Navajo people catering ,his
idea and more and in o r e have been
made to believe that the present admin
istration is spending money for other
purposes that the general welfare of tin
Navajo people. I believe that With these
programs that I have just outlined, you
will realize that the idea that I jiave

just mentioned is not even the thinking
of this administration. We basically be
liove that in these programs, we are
doing more good for more people of the
reservation than it w o u 1 d be for die
Tribe to spend m o n e y in a n y other
wav. We believe that we are reaching
more people and are doing th.ngs with
the money that will he beneficial to the
majority. It is true that not all he pen
pie are satisfied and it is true that we
are not reaching every one, but dien on
the other hand, one cannot ask for the
impossible.

So I would like* to state again that we
the Navajo Tribal leaders have one aim
and that is to develop o u r resources;
and with these developments to gain for
our people an education. Industrial de
velopments which would in turn create
more economy for the Tribe. We know
that the monies from the natural re
sources will not be coming in all tin
time; so it is the thinking of this Ad
ministration that other income poteu
tials will have to be explored.

We hope that the life time of this oil
field is long enough to get the Navajo
people educated and self-depended

NED A. HATATHLI. Director
Resources I tivision

OUR CRIPPLED CHILDREN
THE PRAYER:

"I hat (‘very one may walk and snu
again.”

THE REWARD:
”I heir loving s in i 1 e s of gratitu
and o u r opportunity to bestow 1

friendly care due His children.
WE IMPLORE:

"May th(> Supreme Grand Archil t
of the Universe Bless with Peace i
vine everyone who aids this San l
Cause.”

Borrowed from the Co rat i
—by the Sojoun r
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