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Mr. Atso Retires....
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His next appointment in the Indian
Service in 1920 was a Teamster. Al-
though carried on the payroll as a
Teamster, he had charge of the Power-
house, the Water System and Furnaces
in the Agency under the supervision of
t h e Agency Engineer. Superintendent
E. W. Estop commented Dick in his re-
ports as “a very good Blacksmith, un-
derstands pumps and other machinery
in the plant including ice making equip-
ment and refrigeration.

In 1923 he enlisted in the United
States Navy and served one year where
he continued his education and studied
music. He became proficient in play-
ing the cornet with the U. S. Navy
Band. He was discharged from the Navy
under Honorable Conditions.

Upon his return in 1924. his next ap-
pointment in the Indian Service w a s
Agency Carpenter and assigned to gen-
eral repair of buildings.

In the fall of 1925, Superintendent
A. 11. Kneale requested his appoint-
ment as a School Diciplinarian and
Band Master which was subsequently
approved by Assistant Indian Commis-
sioner E. B. Merritt. Dick had charge
of 100 Indian Boys in the San Juan
Boarding School. Some of his duties as
a Diciplinarian and Band Master were
as follows: settling disputes among his
b o y s, teaching them proper manners,
nursing them during their illness when
confined in their dormitories, counsel-
ling them when in trouble, supervising
their recreations, teaching them how to

play band instruments, military conduct
and drills. His responsibility was his
boys personal, physical, ethical, moral,
social and educational problems.

In 1929 his position was changed to

that of Boys Advisor under Superinten-
dent B. P. Six. Dick proudly states that,
“m a n y of my boys have responsible
positions today, in the Bureau of Indian
Afafirs and in the Navajo Tribal Gov-
ernment.” Reminiscing the military
conduct and drills he taught them
brought to mind how many ol his boys
made a good account of themselves in
the last world conflict and also remem-
bering that some of them did not re-
turn to preserve the freedom that we
cherish.

During the tenure of Superintendent
E. R. McGray, the summer of 1933 the
position of Boys Advisor was abolished.
Dick was retained as Night Watchman
and Laborer and continued his various
assignments in the Engineering Depart-
ment under James Maher, Agency En-
gineer. He was later appointed to a pos-
ition of Fireman Stationary Boiler
through the recommendation of Acting
Plant Manager Dudley Harris and ap-
proved by Elvin G. Jonas of the Ship-
rock Sub-Agency, the position he occu-

pies at the end of his long career as a
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Government employee.
Another beginning: Dick is going to

keep on being young and useful, he is
only leaving his duties in the Govern-
ment Service. He has built a cozy four
room house at his fruit farm in his
spare time. He will continue to improve
his twenty acre fruit farm that has
brought him many first prizes in Win-
dow Rock and Shiprock fairs ever y
year. He is also known as the “Water
Melon King' for having won many
first prizes. We expect to see him tak-
ing an active part in Community affairs
and perhaps m Tribal Affairs.

Crownpoint.
. . .
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friends of the auxiliary,
py made for them by members or

For adult patients the auxiliary pro-
vides materials for craft work. Members
help patients get started with their craft
projects, or write letters for them, or
distribute books and magazines, or ar-
arnge for them to see their favorite tele-
vision programs on a TV set which had
been broken, and was repaired with
funds provided by the auxiliary.

Every Christmas since the auxiliary
was organized in 1958 members have
given a Christmas party for the patients,
liung a n d filled stockings for t h e m
Christmas eve, a n d provided presents
and special treats, such as home made
Christmas cookies.

On Halloween there are always treats
for the children.

And on Easter there are Easter bas-
kets for each patient.

Just now members are making cheer-
ful curtains for the hospital rooms, and
they hope later to provide murals for
the walls.

There are .30 members of the auxil-
iary this year.

Funds have been raised through con-
tributions from such organizations as
the Gallup Elks Club, and the Gallup
Kiwanis Club.

An organization in Philadelphia, the
Helen Fairchild Nurse's Post. No. 12
American Legion, sent a contribution
recently.

Fund raising activities of the auxil-
iary at Crownpoint have included sev-
eral community movies.

On April 29 the auxiliary will spon-
sor a community dance at the Crown-
point Public School. Music will be pro-
vided by the Wingate Valley Boys.

Funds are used to buy toys, records,
magazines, books, craft materials, and
so forth.

MARY PERRINE
Crownpoint, N. M.

Land Investigations....
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filming the San .1 u a n County, Newr

Mexico court house records and moved
to St. Johns. Apache County, Arizona
for the purpose of placing those records
on film. Teh field camera crew consists
of two men especially trained in the use
of their equipment, while the office
crew consists of two girls who translate
tb(‘ film into typewritten documentary
records reflecting the nature of the re-
cords photographed and set up card in-
dexes so as to be able to find on a ino
nients notice the particular section,
township and range of the land status
as reflected by the Public records.

raffia.

Mr. Boy E. Bennett The Navajo
t ribe's Title Examiner.

Title Examiner, Roy E. Bennett, has
just returned from the McCracken Me-
sa area north of the San Juan River
where he has been making a last min-
ute check with the survey crews and
soil analysis who have just finished
their field work in that section of the
territory belonging to the Reservation
by virtue of land given up to the Glen
Canyon Reservoir Area.

EDWARD O. PLUMMER, Supervisor

GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY
When the editor of a small town

newspaper was hard pressed for mater-
ial with which to fill his columns one
week, be ran the TEN COMMAND-
MENTS without editorial comment.

Soon after he received a letter from
a reader who said,

“Cancel my subscription - your’e
getting too personal.”

—Exchange

IMPORTANT IMPORT

Sign on small car:
“Don’t squash me I eat harmful in-
sects.”
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